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Activity Report 2023

This report outlines the Council of Europe Education Department’s key 

achievements in 2023, focusing on democratic culture, quality education, and 

digital transformation. It highlights intergovernmental cooperation, capacity-

building efforts, and initiatives to create inclusive, democratic, and resilient 

education systems, offering both a record of progress and a vision for the future.

Key activities, Programmes  
and Highlights
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2023 PUBLICATIONS

Common European Framework 
of Reference for Languages: 
Learning, Teaching, assessment

The CEFR Companion Volume updates the 

2001 CEFR with inclusive language descriptors, 

new scales for mediation, online interaction, 

and plurilingual skills, as well as expanded 

descriptions for A1 and C levels. It supports 

modern language learning, intercultural 

dialogue, and linguistic diversity, while 

promoting quality education for all.

Tillægsudgave

DEN FÆLLES EUROPÆISKE 
REFERENCERAMME  

FOR SPROG:
LÆRING, UNDERVISNING 

OG EVALUERING 

Europarådet er den førende menneskerettighedsorganisation  
på det europæiske kontinent. Organisationen har  
46 medlemsstater, herunder alle medlemmer af den 
Europæiske Union. Alle Europarådets medlemsstater har 
tiltrådt Den Europæiske Menneskerettighedskonvention, 
der specifikt har til formål at beskytte menneskerettigheder, 
demokrati og retsstatsprincipperne. Den Europæiske 
Menneskerettighedsdomstol overvåger implementeringen af 
Menneskerettigheds-konventionen i Europarådets medlemsstater.

Den Fælles Europæiske Referenceramme for Sprog, Tillægsudgaven – CEFR CV 
udvider virkefeltet for sproguddannelser. Den afspejler den akademiske og
samfundsmæssige udvikling, der har fundet sted siden udgivelsen af Den Fælles 
Europæiske Referenceramme for Sprog- CEFR og opdaterer versionen fra 2001. 
Takket være interessenter fra sprogdisciplinerne i Europa og øvrige interessenter 
er CEFR Tillægsudgaven blevet udviklet.
Denne version indeholder:

 ►  En forklaring af nøgleaspekter inden for CEFR for undervisning og sproglæring;
 ► Et komplet sæt opdaterede CEFR deskriptorer, som erstatter 2001-versionen 
med:
- tilføjelse af deskriptorer for modalitet
- kønsneutrale deskriptorer
- yderligere detaljer for lytning og læsning
- et nyt præ-A1 niveau samt forbedrede beskrivelser på A1 og C niveau
- et ny skala for fonologisk kompetence
-  nye skalaer for mediering, online interaktion og flersproglig/flerkulturel 

kompetence
- nye skalaer for tegnsprogskompetence

 ► En kort rapport om den firårige proces, der omfatter udvikling, validering 
og konsultation. 

CEFR Tillægsudgaven er endnu et skridt i en proces, hvor Europarådet siden 1971 
har fulgt indsatsen i forbindelse med sproguddannelse, og hvor man tilstræber at:

 ► fremme og støtte sproglæring og undervisning inden for moderne sprog
 ► højne den interkulturelle dialog og dermed fælles forståelse, social sam-
menhæng og demokrati

 ► beskytte sproglig og kulturel diversitet i Europa og
 ► fremme retten til kvalitetsuddannelse for alle.
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http://book.coe.int
ISBN 978-92-871-9435-0 (PDF) 
€24/US$49

EDUCATION FOR DEMOCRACY

DEN FÆ
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ISKE REFERENCERAM
M
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RING, UNDERVISNING OG EVALUERING

www.coe.int/lang-cefr

Companion  
Volume — Danish 

  ISBN 978-87-974027-0-2

www.coe.int The Council of Europe is the continent’s leading 
human rights organisation. It comprises 46 
member states, including all members of 
the European Union. All Council of Europe 
member states have signed up to the European 
Convention on Human Rights, a treaty 
designed to protect human rights, democracy 
and the rule of law. The European Court of 
Human Rights oversees the implementation 
of the Convention in the member states.

EDUCATION FOR DEMOCRACY

ENG

EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT

EDUCATION FOR DEMOCRACY

Using your experience as an educator 
to guide children and young people on 
their path towards digital citizenship

Easy steps to help  
learners become 

Digital Citizens

The Council of Europe is the continent’s leading 
human rights organisation. It comprises 46 member 
states, including all members of the European 
Union. All Council of Europe member states have 
signed up to the European Convention on Human 
Rights, a treaty designed to protect human rights, 
democracy and the rule of law. The European Court 
of Human Rights oversees the implementation 
of the Convention in the member states.

Council of Europe 
Higher Education 

Series No. 26

HIGHER EDUCATION LEADERSHIP 
FOR DEMOCRACY, SUSTAINABILITY

AND SOCIAL JUSTICE

http://book.coe.int
ISBN 978-92-871-9374-2 (pdf )
€23/US$46
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This publication, Higher education leadership for democracy, 
sustainability and social justice, arises from the global forum 
that the Council of Europe, the International Consortium 
for Higher Education, Civic Responsibility and Democracy, 
the Organization of American States and the International 
Association of Universities organised at Dublin City University 
in June 2022. It also arises from the challenges of Covid-19, 
which both highlighted and contributed to the fragility of 
democracy, with the increasing erosion of democratic partici-
pation, the deepening of extreme inequities, the strengthen-
ing of identity and nationalistic politics and the promotion of 
populist anti-intellectualism, involving attacks on science and 
knowledge itself.  

In this book, authors from Europe, the United States and 
Latin America argue that democracy, sustainability and social 
justice are inextricably linked, and that we can impact none 
of them unless higher education plays an important role in 
identifying the issues and helping society devise a viable 
and robust response. The book argues that higher education 
must do more than develop and disseminate knowledge and 
understanding. Higher education must influence the way 
individuals and societies behave. Higher education must lead. 
The importance of this leadership is illustrated by the inclu-
sion of the Dublin Global Forum in the programme of the Irish 
Presidency of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of 
Europe and will be borne out by the positions and actions of 
the higher education community.

 

VOLUME 1 
COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

Provisional Version

OHTE GENERAL REPORT 
ON THE STATE OF HISTORY 

TEACHING IN EUROPE 
2024

From crisis to sustainability: policy 
guidelines on supporting the 
development of language education

The Policy Guidelines draw on insights from 

surveys during the Covid pandemic and aim to 

guide policymakers and institutions in improving 

language education and teacher training across 

Council of Europe member states.  
EUROPEAN UNION

EUROPEAN  CENTRE  FOR
MODERN LANGUAGES

CENTRE EUROPEEN POUR
LES LANGUES VIVANTES

ENG

FROM CRISIS TO 
SUSTAINABILITY: 

POLICY GUIDELINES 
ON SUPPORTING THE 

DEVELOPMENT OF 
LANGUAGE EDUCATION

An initiative  
of the  Professional Network Forum  

of the European Centre for Modern  Languages  
of the Council of Europe

Excerpt from the publication  
“Rethinking language education  

after the experience of Covid”

Rethinking language education after  
the experience of Covid - Final report

This documents reflects on pandemic challenges and 

explores how insights gained can improve language 

teaching. The Policy Guidelines, based on 2021-2022 

research, support policymakers and institutions in 

enhancing language education and teacher training 

in Council of Europe member states.
 

EUROPEAN UNION

EUROPEAN  CENTRE  FOR
MODERN LANGUAGES

CENTRE EUROPEEN POUR
LES LANGUES VIVANTES

ENG

RETHINKING  
LANGUAGE EDUCATION 
AFTER THE EXPERIENCE  

OF COVID 
Final report

An initiative  
of the  Professional Network Forum  

of the European Centre for Modern  Languages  
of the Council of Europe

Editors:  
Richard Rossner and Frank Heyworth

English
 ISBN 978-92-871-9354-4

French
 ISBN 978-92-871-9355-1

Lara’s journey through Europe’s 
regional and minority languages

Lara sets off on a new language journey - On 

this chapter of her journey, Lara explores the 

fascinating world of regional and minority 

languages and, being inquisitive, she, of 

course, uncovers many linguistic treasures!

EUROPEAN CENTRE FOR
MODERN LANGUAGES

CENTRE EUROPEEN POUR
LES LANGUES VIVANTES

ANARÂŠKIELÂ
ANARÂŠKIELÂ

SCOTS
SCOTS

BREZHONEG

BREZHONEG

KARJALAN KIELI

KARJALAN KIELI

ΣΆΝΝΆΣΆΝΝΆ
SARDU
SARDU

PLATTDÜÜTSCHPLATTDÜÜTSCH

ASTURIANUASTURIANU

KASZËBSCZI JÃZËK
KASZËBSCZI JÃZËK

OCCITANOCCITAN

  EN

LARA'S JOURNEY THROUGH  JOURNEY THROUGH  
EUROPE’S REGIONAL AND EUROPE’S REGIONAL AND 
MINORITY LANGUAGESMINORITY LANGUAGES

European Day of Languages 
26 September

Enhancing language education in 
cross-border vocational education

Focuses on promoting language 

learning in border regions, particularly 

in vocational and professional 

education. Resources include an online 

guide for educators and a teacher and 

learner portfolio based on the European 

Language Portfolio.

EN · FR
  www.ecml.at/crossborder 
vocationaleducation

Young children’s 
language learning 
pathways: Making 
early language 
learning visible

Offers resources including a dynamic 

website with core principles, practical 

tools, and inspiring practices, 

alongside an overview of learner-

centred strategies for observation, 

assessment, and documentation.

EN · FR
  www.ecml.at/ 
younglearnerpathways

Mediation in teaching, 
learning and assessment

Provides resources for foreign 

language teachers in primary and 

secondary education, including a 

guide on what mediation is, how to 

teach it, and a database of cross-

linguistic mediation tasks.

EN · FR
  www.ecml.at/mediation

Building blocks for  
planning language-sensitive 
teacher education

Focuses on embedding language-

sensitive teaching in teacher education. 

Resources include guidelines for 

curriculum development, model tasks,  

and teacher competence profiles.

EN · DE
  www.ecml.at/ 
younglearnerpathways

Resources for assessing the 
home language competences 
of migrant pupils

Covers why and how to assess home 

languages, offering principles, learner 

profiles, and examples of assessment 

approaches.

EN · FR
  www.ecml.at/ 
homelanguagecompetences

CLIL in languages  
other than English

Focuses on embedding language-

sensitive teaching in teacher education. 

Resources include guidelines for 

curriculum development, model tasks, 

and teacher competence profiles.

EN · FR · DE
  www.ecml.at/ 
CLILLOTEtransitions

CEFR Companion Volume 
implementation toolbox

Guides teacher educators in using 

and sharing CEFR Companion Volume 

ideas, with resources like modules for 

education and self-study, reflective 

materials, and sample teaching tasks.

EN · FR
  www.ecml.at/ 
companionvolumetoolbox

Developing teacher competences 
for pluralistic approaches

Focuses on the competences teachers 

need for pluralistic approaches. 

Resources include a framework of 

principles and competences, along with 

sequences for teacher education.

EN · FR 
  www.ecml.at/pluralistic 
teachercompetences

Digital citizenship through 
language education

Helps learners become digital citizens in 

multiple languages with a digital citizen 

profile, pedagogical framework, and 

practical activities.

EN · FR
  www.ecml.at/ 
elangcitizen

Explore our official 2023  
Publications catalogue

—
Access all PDFs by scanning the QR code or searching by 

ISBN, where available. The publications are organised into 

the following color-coded categories:

   LANGUAGE POLICY  

AND PRACTICE

  HISTORY EDUCATION 

   DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP  

EDUCATION

   INTEGRITY AND DEMOCRACY 

IN EDUCATION

2023 PUBLICATIONS

   @CoE_Education
www.coe.int/education

Publications Catalogue 2023

#LEARNERS FIRST – Education 2030

The Education Department, through its four-year programme of 

activities and the Steering Committee for Education (CDEDU), supports 

Member States in developing their policies, legislation and practices 

with a view to promoting democratic, quality, inclusive and corruption-

free education systems, taking into account the Council of Europe’s legal 

and policy instruments, guidelines, tools and resources.

EDUCATION STRATEGY 

Education for  
Today’s and Tomorrow’s 
Democratic Societies

LEARNERS FIRST

COUNCIL OF EUROPE 
2024 ∙ 2030

 EN  FR

Education for  
Today’s and Tomorrow’s 
Democratic Societies

LEARNERS FIRST

PROGRAMME & BUDGET
2024 · 2027

The Transformative Power of 
Education: Universal Values 
and Civic Renewal

MINISTERIAL 
RESOLUTIONS

COUNCIL OF EUROPE STANDING CONFERENCE 
OF MINISTERS OF EDUCATION
26TH SESSION 28 -29 SEPT. 2023

 EN  FR

 EN  FR

Education Department



DCE HANDBOOK

The Digital citizenship education handbook is 

intended for teachers and parents, education 

decision makers and platform providers. It offers 

information, tools and good practice to support 

the development of competences to empower and 

protect children, enabling them to live together 

as equals in today’s culturally diverse democratic 

societies, both on- and offline.

Udejstvovanje na spletu  
Dobro počutje na spletu  

Pravice na spletu

IZDAJA  
2022

Section 2: WELLBEING ONLINE

PRIROČNIK ZA 
POUČEVANJE 
DIGITALNEGA 

DRŽAVLJANSTVA

What children say?       What teachers say?   What parents say?

Section 3: WELLBEING ONLINE

What children say?       What teachers say?   What parents say?

Section 1: BEING ONLINE

Slovenian version
  ISBN 978-92-871-9467-1

Digital Transformation  
of Education

Towards a European 
review framework for 
AI EdTech systems

Regulating AI in the 
education domain: 
a general approach

  DIGITAL ARTICLE   DIGITAL ARTICLE

AI and Education :
1st Working 
Conference 2022
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ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
AND EDUCATION

A critical view through the lens 
of human rights, democracy 

and the rule of law

1st WORKING CONFERENCE
18-19 October 2022

Conference highlights

EDUCATION FOR DEMOCRACY

The State of AI and 
Education across 
Europe
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THE STATE OF ARTIFICIAL 
INTELLIGENCE AND EDUCATION 

ACROSS EUROPE 
The results of a survey  

of Council of Europe member states

Irene-Angelica Chounta
Malgorzata Cyndecka
Vania Dimitrova
Wayne Holmes
Lidija Kralj
Jen Persson
Paulo Nuno Vicente
Barbara Wasson 

Regulating the use 
of AI systems in 
education

REGULATING THE USE  
OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 

SYSTEMS IN EDUCATION
Preparatory study on the 

development of a legal instrument

EDUCATION FOR DEMOCRACY



Guidance document for 
Vocational Education and 
Training (VET)

The Council of Europe has published guidance on 

integrating democratic competences into Vocational 

Education and Training (VET). It highlights VET’s role 

beyond workforce preparation, emphasising civic 

engagement and offering strategies for applying the 

RFCDC framework.

Formal and  
Non Formal Education

Free regional online 
certificate course for 
practitioners, multipliers 
and trainers

  LEAFLET RFCDC

Teacher Reflection Tool (TRT)

REFERENZRAHMEN:
KOMPETENZEN FÜR EINE 

DEMOKRATISCHE KULTUR 
REFLEXIONSTOOL FÜR LEHRKRÄFTE 

Descriptors of competences  
for young learners

ДЕСКРИПТОРИ КОМПЕТЕНТНОСТЕЙ
ДЛЯ КУЛЬТУРИ ДЕМОКРАТІЇ 

ДЛЯ ДІТЕЙ ДО 10 РОКІВ 

 UKRAINIAN  GERMAN

 ISBN  
978-3-
902659-27-9

 ISBN  
978-92-871-9509-8

Review of the implementation 
of the CoE RFCDC 2023

English
 ISBN 978-92-871-9520-3 

French
 ISBN 978-92-871-9521-0
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REVIEW OF THE IMPLEMENTATION 
OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE

REFERENCE FRAMEWORK 
OF COMPETENCES  

FOR DEMOCRATIC CULTURE (RFCDC) 2023

Mapping study on 
children of Ukraine’s 
access to education 
in Council of Europe 
member states

www.coe.int/childrenwww.coe.int/children

Building a Europe 
for and with children 

Council of Europe
Consultation Group on the
Children of Ukraine (CGU)

Mapping study on
 children of Ukraine’s access to education

in Council of Europe member states www.coe.int/cgu



History Education

HISTOLAB – Renewing History 
Education to Uphold Democracy

EUROPEAN UNION

Co-funded and implemented 

by the Council of Europe

Co-funded

 by the European Union

RENEWING  

HISTORY  

EDUCATION  

TO UPHOLD  

DEMOCRACY

TOOLKIT 
FOR HISTORY  

CLASSES
Debunking fake news  

and fostering critical thinking

TOOLKIT FOR HISTORY CLASSES  – Debunking fake news and fostering critical thinking 

EUROPEAN UNION

Co-funded and implemented 
by the Council of Europe

Co-funded
 by the European Union

HISTOLAB – Toolkit for History classes. 
Debunking fake news and fostering 
critical thinking

Via HISTOLAB, the Council of Europe and the European 

Union has developed a toolkit to identify and then debunk 

fake news in history classes in cooperation with the DICSO 

research group (University of Murcia, Spain).

THE TOOLKIT CONSISTS OF 11 ACTIVITIES

1. The debate on the role of Spain in 
the transatlantic slave trade.

2. War propaganda: the sinking 
of the Maine, 1898.

3. Spanish flu or 1918 flu? Information 
under the influence of the war effort.

4. Wartime propaganda: the German 
Corpse Factories during the First 
World War (1914-1918).

5. Boycott of the 1936 Olympic Games.
6. Fake news about refugees: the reception of 

republican exiles in France in February 1939.
7. Fake news about the suffragette movement.
8. The role of disinformation in the 

consolidation of totalitarian states: 
the Soviet Union under Stalin.

9. Memory and history of the 
Holocaust: Evidence and denial.

10. The Roma Holocaust.
11. The use of disinformation against 

migrants during the UK referendum 
on leaving the EU (Brexit).

Countering  
education fraud 

ETINED

Corruption in 
Education

  FACT SHEET

  FACT SHEET

ETINED 
Glossary
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS RELATED  
TO ETHICS AND INTEGRITY IN EDUCATION

Volume 8ETINED
Council of Europe Platform on Ethics, 

Transparency and Integrity in Education

 ISBN  
978-92-871-9476-3 

Higher and Further Education

Monitoring the implementation of 
the Lisbon Recognition Convention

French
  ISBN 978-92 
-871-9349-0

SUIVI DE LA MISE EN ŒUVRE
DE LA CONVENTION DE LISBONNE 
SUR LA RECONNAISSANCE 
DES QUALIFICATIONS
Rapport de suivi

Paris/Strasbourg 2022

The Higher Education 
Programme

EDUCATION
HIGHER

EDUCATION
HIGHER

Education for Today’s 
and Tomorrow’s 
Democratic Societies

The Higher Education 
programme

EDUCATION
MONITORING REPORT  
PARIS · STRASBOURG 2022



CEFR – Companion Volume
With International Sign 
Language translation

Videos in International Sign Language were 

produced with the support of The Department 

of Deaf Studies and Sign Language Interpreting 

at Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin and in close 

co-operation with the Digital Communications 

and Editorial team of the Council of Europe

Directorate of Communications.

Companion volume

COMMON EUROPEAN 
FRAMEWORK 

OF REFERENCE 
FOR LANGUAGES: 

LEARNING, TEACHING, 
ASSESSMENT

with International  
Sign Language translation

Language Policy and Practice

  VERSION WITH VIDEOS 
PUBLISHED OCTOBER 2024

Providing language support to migrants

A guide to using the Council of Europe 

toolkit to train teachers and volunteers.
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PROVIDING LANGUAGE 
SUPPORT TO MIGRANTS
A guide to using the Council of Europe  

toolkit to train teachers and volunteers

  DIGITAL TOOLKIT 
INCLUDING 80 TOOLS

Digital citizenship 
through language 
education

  FLYER EN · FR

RESOURCE WEBSITE
 www.ecml.at/elangcitizen

Developing teacher 
competences for 
pluralistic approaches

  FLYER EN · FR

RESOURCE WEBSITE
 www.ecml.at/pluralisticteachercompetences

The European Centre for Modern 
Languages of the Council of Europe

General information 

brochure promoting 

excellence in 

language education.

EUROPEAN CENTRE FOR
MODERN LANGUAGES

CENTRE EUROPEEN POUR
LES LANGUES VIVANTESThe European Centre  

for Modern Languages  
of the Council of Europe

Promoting excellence in language education

EN

Promoting excellence in language education
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EUROPEAN CENTRE FOR
MODERN LANGUAGES

CENTRE EUROPEEN POUR
LES LANGUES VIVANTES

EUROPEAN CENTRE FOR
MODERN LANGUAGES

CENTRE EUROPEEN POUR
LES LANGUES VIVANTES

EDL.ECML.AT/LANGUAGEJOURNEY

Ukrainian

Russian
Belarusian

RuthenianSlovene
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Bulgarian
Serbian
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Croatian

Latvian

Cypriot 
Maronite 

Arabic
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LARA’S LANGUAGE  LARA’S LANGUAGE  
JOURNEY ACROSS EUROPEJOURNEY ACROSS EUROPE

These are the languages Lara has 
encountered so far on her journeys through 
Europe, but of course there are many more 
fascinating languages both in Europe and 

across the world!  

  Book 1 
  Book 2

AFROASIAN 
350 000 000

KARTVELIAN 
5 000 000

URALIC 
25 000 000

ALTAIC 
210 000 000

INDO-EUROPEAN 
3 200 000 000

ESKALEUT 
105 000

Romansh
Judeo- 
Spanish

Gagauz

Azerbaijani

Italian

Georgian

Turkish

Albanian

Greek
Crimean 

Tatar
Karaim

Tatar

Corsican

Friulian

Linguistic advisor: 
Wolfgang Moser,  

Urania Steiermark

CREOLE 
13 500 000 

Tu
rk

ic

Se
miti

cBerber

Lara’s journey through Europe’s 
regional and minority languages

LITUANIAN VERSION

CS · DE · EN · ES · ET · FR · HR 
NL · SCO · SK · SR · SV

ÍSLENSKA
ČEŠTINA

EESTI KEEL

SUOMI

ՀԱՅԵՐԷՆ

БЪЛГАРСКИ

ΕΛΛΗΝΙΚΆ

TÜRK

HRVATSKI

SHQIP
PORTUGUÊS

GAEIL

EUROPEAN CENTRE FOR
MODERN LANGUAGES

CENTRE EUROPEEN POUR
LES LANGUES VIVANTES

KALBINĖ KELIONĖ  KALBINĖ KELIONĖ  
        PO EUROPĄ        PO EUROPĄ

LAROS

  EN  LT

Lara’s journey across Europe

EUROPEAN CENTRE FOR
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LARA'S JOURNEY THROUGH  JOURNEY THROUGH  
EUROPE’S REGIONAL AND EUROPE’S REGIONAL AND 
MINORITY LANGUAGESMINORITY LANGUAGES

European Day of Languages 
26 September

AVAILABLE IN :

Game board “Linguine”

The resource includes 

the board, pawns, 

cards, blank cards, a 

manual and additional 

information for teachers.

Language Tree

CS · DE · EN · ES · ET · FR 
HR · NL · SCO · SR

AVAILABLE IN :

20 event ideas for the European 
Day of Languages

2020 
EVENT
IDEAS

EUROPEAN CENTRE FOR
MODERN LANGUAGES

CENTRE EUROPEEN POUR
LES LANGUES VIVANTES

FOR THE EUROPEAN DAY OF LANGUAGES

EUROPEAN CENTRE FOR
MODERN LANGUAGES

CENTRE EUROPEEN POUR
LES LANGUES VIVANTES

WWW.COE.INT/EDL f  #COEEDL

ENDANGERED UNWRITTEN LANGUAGES
The majority of the languages and dialects 

in the world are unwritten. In Mexico 
there are over 100 unwritten indigenous 

languages and dialects, and India has 
over 1,000. A study by the MIT estimates 
that 3,000 of the world’s languages are 
endangered because few children are 

learning them.

EIGHT MAJOR ALPHABET GROUPS 
are in use today: Arabic, Hebrew/

Aramaic, Armenian, Brahmi, Cyrillic, 
Georgian, Greek, Latin.

Niamh, Aoife, Fionnuala or Saoirse are all 

IRISH NAMES, 
but can you pronounce them 

correctly? On edl.ecml.at/
irishnames listen to how these 
and many other names from 

Ireland sound!

In FRENCH there are 16 ways 
of writing the sound “o” within 
a word: au, aux, aud, auds, aut, 

auts, eau, eaux, o, ô, ods, op, 
ops, os, ot, ots.

Οo Ωω 

In the GREEK alphabet, the letters 
omicron and omega are “connected”: the 

first literally means “little o” (o mikron) and 
the latter is referring to “great o” (o mega).

The SPANISH word for olive (aceituna) 
actually comes from the Arabic word “zaytun” 
( ). This tells us something interesting 
about the connection between these two 
cultures, since both words refer to the olive 

itself as well as the oil that comes from it.

The two countries with the most native 
GERMAN speakers outside of Europe are 

Brazil  and the United States .

THE MOST CONFUSING BIRD 
IN THE WORLD 

is called “French chicken” in 
Greek, “peru” in Portuguese, 
“hindi” in Turkish and “turkey” in English.

FALSE FRIENDS
 are words or phrases in two 

languages that resemble 
each other but have 

different meanings. E.g. the 
Italian “squisito” means delicious while the 

Portuguese “esquisito” means strange.

The INDUS SCRIPT is the oldest script 
that has not yet been deciphered. It was 
used around 2600 BC in the Indus valley 

in today’s Pakistan. Maybe you can be the 
one to crack it and become a decoding 

hero!

 

HELLO AND BYE
The informal Polish salutation “cześć” can 
be used for both “hello” and “goodbye”. 

The same is true for the Italian “ciao”, 
French “salut” and Austrian “servus”.

 תיִרְבִע
HEBREW is the most successfully revived 

language in history. It wasn’t used as a 
mother tongue and in everyday speech 

for about 15 centuries – until its revival in 
the 19th century. Hebrew now has over  

9 million speakers.

Many languages have 
their fair share of 

untranslatable words, 
e.g. the SWEDISH 

Gökotta (to rise at dawn in order to go out 
and listen to the birds sing), the ITALIAN 
culaccino (the wet mark left by a glass on a 
table) or the DUTCH niksen (sitting down 

and doing nothing at all). 

In FRENCH the word for 
potato is “pomme de 

terre”, meaning “apple of 
soil”, while in ITALIAN the word for tomato 

is “pomodoro”, meaning “golden apple” 
(pomo + d’oro).

In GERMAN many words are created by 
combining two existing words: Vorfreude 
(before + happiness), Handschuh (hand 
+ shoe), Zweisamkeit (two + loneliness), 

Drahtesel (wire + donkey), Luftschloss (air 
+ castle), Lampenfieber (lamps + fever), 
Ohrwurm (ear + worm), Schadenfreude 
(damage + joy). Can you work out their 

exact meaning?

გამარჯობა
In GEORGIAN words are usually 

pronounced exactly the way you write 
them, as each letter has a single, fixed 

pronunciation and in most cases the first 
syllable of a word is stressed. This makes it 
relatively easy for foreigners to learn. That 
is, once you have mastered the Georgian 

characters! Წარმატებები!

The word JANUARY can be traced back to 
Janus, the Roman god of portals, gates, 
and doorways. The words “janitor” and 

“janela” (Portuguese for “window”) have 
the same origin.

Icelanders buy so many books as gifts for 
Christmas that they have a word for it: 
“Christmas Book Flood” (jólabókaflóð)

SCRABBLE is the king of all word games! 
Invented in 1931, it currently exists in  

38 different language versions, including 
Faroese and Latin. The best players even 

battle it out in world championships!

Have you ever heard of ARAGONESE?  
Once widespread, Aragonese is now a 

hidden gem of Northern Spain. Spoken by 
around 11,000, it’s a fascinating cousin of 
Spanish with its own unique vocabulary 

and sounds.
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Yet another 20 things you might 
not know about the world of 
languages

DE · EL · EN · ES · GA · HR 
IT · LU · NL · PT
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oversees the implementation of the Convention in the member states.
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