
The Archaeological 
Cadastre and the Digital 
Collections 
Two main digital tools of the Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports for the implementation of the 
Convention on the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage 

CDCPP Thematic Session on the impact of digital technologies on the implementation of the Valetta 
Convention 



Both digital tools implement Law no 
3028/2002 “For the Protection of 
Antiquities and Cultural Heritage”, 
which fully incorporates the Valetta 
Convention 



The Archaeological 
Cadastre

Topographic Diagram  

Satellite View

Archaeology:A science practiced in space

Protection of immoveable monuments:

Primarily spatial dimension

A tool for the integrated conservation and management of the archaeological heritage



Web GIS Portal:

3.100 Archaeological Sites

420 Historical Sites

844 Protection zones

14.700 Immoveable Monuments

220 Archaeological Museums

https://www.arxaiologikoktimatologio.gov.gr

Ancient Agora of 

Athens: 

expropriation 

document

Back end

Full Documentation 

including the digitised files of 

the Central Services of the 

Ministry



Documentation
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Making informed 

decisions

Inventory of monuments and sites 



During the planning process

Ex ante

Desktop Evaluation

During 
implementation
Monitoring

After 
implementation

Ex post
evaluation

Main tool for 
Archaeology and 
Planning, which 

provides for 

Continuous 
Monitoring of the 
condition of 
Monuments and Sites



Identification and designation 
of protected areas  

Ancient Olympia

Web GIS Portal:

Archaeological Site

Protection Zone

Immoveable Monuments 



Complex cases Historic Centre of Athens  

Web GIS Portal:

Archaeological Site

Protection Zone

Immoveable Monuments 



Protection of potential areas of archaeological interest and creation of 
archaeological reserves 

Delphi

Web GIS Portal:

Archaeological Site

Protection Zone

Immoveable Monuments 



A tool for both archaeologists and developers 

Wind Generators 
Livadostra

Web GIS Portal:

Archaeological Site

Protection Zone

Immoveable Monuments 



Control of building activity-issuing of building 
permits 



Mandatory reporting of antiquities and chance discoveries 

Regulation of the use of metal detectors 

Prevention of illicit traffic of antiquities 

Ancient Olympia

Archaeological Site

Protection Zone

Immoveable Monuments

Case of illicit traffic

Report of chance discovery

Request for the use of metal 

detectors



Conservation and monitoring of monuments and 
sites 

Castle of RioSite Reports



Digital Collections of Moveable Monuments

https://nationalarchive.culture.gr

http://vatopaidi.files.wordpress.com/2009/11/st-matthew.jpg


Inventory of moveable monuments 



Conservation of moveable monuments-excavation 
finds 



Facilitating researchers in having access to the material

and dissemination of scientific information

Facilitating the exchange and pooling of information



Promoting public access and awareness raising

Education and training



National Archive of Monuments: A tool for the documentation, study 
and publication of the finds 

Immovable Monuments Movable Monuments
Historical Archive of the 
Archaeological ServiceArchaeological Cadastre

Digital Collections of 
Moveable Monuments

Historical Archive of the 
Archaeological Service

Minutes of The Central 
Archaeological Council
1918

Minutes of The Central 
Archaeological Council 
1991

Administrative 

documents of the 

Archaeological 

Service regarding 

the management of 

the site

(16.9.1953)

“The monuments shall be recorded, documented 
and registered in the National Inventory of 
Monuments, which shall be kept at the Ministry of 
Culture” 

(Law 3028/2002, Article 4)

Ancient Agora of Athens



New Directions 

Possible scenario for the evolution of the Amphipolis Delta region

Monitoring climate change



Integrated Conservation and Sustainable 
Management of Archaeological Heritage



Directorate for the Administration 
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