Alerts on the Platform for the protection of journalism and safety of journalists between 01 January and 30 September 2021

Alert

Albania

Journalists Ordered to Hand Over Documents that Might
Risk their Sources

Ora News TV Crew Forcibly Ejected by Crowd at
Electoral Rally in Albania

Journalists to Face New Movement Restrictions Inside
Parliament

Police Detain and Obstruct News24 Journalists Ergys
Gjencaj and Klodiana Lala from Filming

Albanian PM Censors Questions from Kosovo* Journalists
during Merkel Press Conference

Armenia
Protesters Attack RFE/RL Journalists Artak Khulyan and
Karen Chilingaryan in Yerevan

Austria

Photojournalist Documenting Anti-lockdown Protests
Threatened, Insulted and Obstructed

OREF Journalists Insulted During Covid-19 Denial Protest
in Vienna

Azerbaijan

Azerbaijani Journalists Maharram Ibrahimov and Siraj
Abishov Killed in Landmine Explosion

Journalists Targeted with Pegasus Spyware

* All reference to Kosovo, whether the territory, institutions or population, in this text shall be understood in full compliance with United Nations’ Security Council Resolution 1244 and

without prejudice to the status of Kosovo.
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Belgium

Journalist Tanja Milevska Faces Online Smear Campaign
on Twitter

Journalist Philippe Carlot Accused of Supporting “Islamic
Fascism”

Journalist's House Searched after Breaking Story on
Vaccine Corruption

Journalist Peter Verlinden Targeted with Pegasus
Spyware

Bosnia and Herzegovina
Journalist Tanja Topic Threatened by Chairman of the
Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina

Bulgaria

Bulgarian Editor Stoyan Tonchev Facing Charges of
‘Hooliganism’

DenNews Journalist Deislava Panayotova’s Car Damaged
for Second Time

Bulgarian Businessman Threatens Investigative Journalist
Dimitar Stoyanov with Death

Newly elected Bulgarian MP jokes about cutting off
journalist’s body parts

New Bulgarian Minister of the Interior Suggests Removal
of Journalists from bTV Show

Three Defamation Lawsuits Filed against the Financial
Editor of Capital Newspaper Nickolay Stoyanov

Croatia

President of Croatian Journalists’ Union Maja Sever
Threatened with Dismissal

Defamation Lawsuit against INDEX d.o.o.

Croatian President Milanovic verbally attacked HRT
journalists

Croatian News Website Index.hr and its Journalists Face
65 Lawsuits
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Cyprus

Journalist Esra Aygin Receives Death Threats after
Criticising “Northern Cypriot President” Ersin Tatar

Cyprus Newspapers Receive Threats, Cyber Attacks

Continued Impunity Following Murder of Turkish
Cypriot Journalist Kutlu Adah

Sigma TV Station Attacked by Protesters

Czech Republic

Pressure on PSM Governance Threatens Independence of
Czech Television and Erodes Media Freedom and
Pluralism

Czech Deputy PM Hamacek files criminal complaint and
civil lawsuit against Seznam Zpravy

The Presidency of the Czech Republic excludes five media
from its communication

Czech Prime Minister Andrej Babi§ Lambasts
Investigative Journalist Jaroslav Kmenta

France

Journalists Louis Witter and Simon Hamy Denied Access
to Refugee Camps During Eviction

‘Valeurs Actuelles’ Files a Request for Interim Measures
against the Council for Journalistic Ethics and
Mediation (CDJM)

French Photographer Violently Attacked and Badly
Injured while Covering an Outbreak of Violence in
Reims

France 3 TV Team Assaulted

Journalist Morgan Large’s Car Sabotaged

Journalist Nadiya Lazzouni Threatened with Death

France 3 Regional Director Received Threats

Three Journalists Assaulted by Farmer

Journalist Isabelle Kersimon Targeted by Online Attacks

Journalists Attacked by Singer Francis Lalanne during
Interview
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Journalist Clément Lanot Injured by a Defensive Bullet
Shot

France Télévisions Journalists Attacked during Protest

Journalist Gaspard Glanz Taken into Custody and
Prevented from Covering a Protest

Morocco Sues Several Media Outlets in France Following
Pegasus Revelations

Journalists and Media Outlets Targeted During Protests
Against the Health Pass

Journalist Thomas Dietrich Questioned by Police Over an
Interview

Investigative Journalist Vaite Urarii Pambrun Threatened
by the President of French Polynesia

Georgia

Georgian Journalist Vakhtang Sanaia Assaulted by Three
Attackers

Car Used by Georgian Broadcaster Formula TV
Vandalised

Reporting Crew for Mtavari Arkhi Broadcaster Attacked,
Harassed in Georgia

Unidentified Men Attack Crews with Georgian Public
Broadcaster Pirveli Arkhi

Over 50 Journalists Attacked During Pride March in
Thilisi

Georgian Journalist Aleksandre Lashkarava Dies after
Being Severely Beaten during Thilisi Pride

Germany

Protesters Throw Rocks, Firecrackers at News Crews in
Berlin

German Law Increases Government Surveillance and
Hacking Powers, Removes Protection for Journalists

Exiled Turkish Journalist Erk Acarer Wounded after
Attack in Berlin

Regional Manager of German Journalists Union Assaulted
by Protesters
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https://go.coe.int/D80lW
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https://go.coe.int/ViAIw
https://go.coe.int/ssSB8
https://go.coe.int/ssSB8

Greece

Photojournalist Yannis Liakos Attacked by Police During
Protests in Athens

Action 24 TV Station Attacked with Stones, Paint and
Molotov Cocktail

Arrest Warrant Following Complaint against Documento
Publisher Kostas Vaxevanis

Veteran Crime Reporter Giorgos Karaivaz Gunned Down

Police Arrest Suspects over Alleged Assassination Plot of
Greek Journalist Kostas Vaxevanis

Greek Police Question Dutch TV Crew Covering
Migration

Gas Explosion in Front of Journalist Giannis Pretenteris'
House

Hungary

Hungarian Public Broadcaster MTV Attacks Austrian
Journalist for “Provocative Questions”

Journalists Targeted with Pegasus Spyware

Italy

Trapani Prosecutors Put the Protection of Sources at Risk

Journalist Carmen La Gatta Hospitalised after Man
Attacks Mediaset TV Crew

Investigative Programme “Report” Ordered by Court to
Reveal its Sources

Journalists Threatened and Assaulted by "Green Pass”
Opponents

Malta
Spoofing Campaign against Maltese Blogger Manuel
Delia, NGO Repubblika and News Websites
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https://go.coe.int/uiQNk
https://go.coe.int/uiQNk
https://go.coe.int/Rv4kF
https://go.coe.int/Rv4kF
https://go.coe.int/ikg80
https://go.coe.int/ikg80

Montenegro

Televizija Vijesti Journalist Sead Sadikovi¢ Injured after
Group Attack

Vijesti Journalist Jelena Jovanovié¢ Hit by Car Windscreen
Wiper

Threats on Montenegro Journalist Milka Tadi¢-Mijovié¢

N1 Crew and Reporter Aleksandra Tolj Ruzi¢ Intimidated
and Obstructed while Covering Protest

The Netherlands

Journalists and Media Workers Assaulted During Protests

Online Video Advises NOS Journalists to “Flee the
Netherlands”

Photographer's Car Sent into the Ditch

Crime Reporter Peter R. de Vries Shot in Amsterdam,
Hospitalised in Critical Condition

TV Programme Cancelled Due to “Serious Threat”
against the Editorial Office

Molotov Cocktails Thrown into Journalist Willem
Groeneveld's Home

Poland

Suspended Catholic Priest Holds Homophobic Tirade
against Gazeta Wyborcza Journalist Piotr Zynticki

Minister of Justice Sues Gazeta Wyborcza Editor-in-chief
Adam Michnik

Police Uses Force against Journalists Maciej Piasecki and
Mikolaj Kiemblowski Covering Rally

Wysokie Obcasy Editor-in-chief Aleksandra Klich-
Siewiorek Questioned over a Cartoon

Bill to Ban Non-European Media Ownership

TVP Programme Editor Radoslaw Bielawski Dismissed
over a Rainbow Flag

Smear Campaign against Journalist Jacek Harlukowicz
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ONET Journalist and Camera Operator Charged over
Report from Poland/Belarus Border Area

Radio Gdansk Journalist Marcin Mindykowski Dismissed
after Signing an Open Letter

Portugal

Lisbon Public Prosecutor Puts the Protection of Sources at
Risk

Torrent of Online Abuse and Threats over Portuguese
Journalists Pedro Coelho, José Silva and Andres
Gutierrez

Damages sought from British Journalist Oliver Bullough
in Portugal

Romania

Three Investigative Journalists and Two Media Outlets
Sued for Defamation

Newsweek Romania and Libertatea Investigated
Following a Complaint by Mayor

Over €488,000 in Damages Claimed from RISE and
Journalist Ana Penariu

Journalists Mihai Dragolea and Radu Constantin Mocanu
Assaulted while Filming Documentary

Russian Federation

Russian Regulator Announces Fines for RFE/RL Outlets
under Expanded ‘Foreign Agent’ Law

Russian Journalist Dmitry Timoshenko Repeatedly
Arrested, Fined over Protest Coverage

Authorities Attempt to Discourage Journalists, Social
Media Platforms, and News Outlets from Covering
Protests; At least S0 Journalists Subsequently
Detained, Obstructed and Assaulted by Police

Russian Cameraman Pavel Zelenski under Arrest

Russian Journalist Ruslan Totrov Beaten in North Ossetia

Russian Police Detain or Harass more than 100 Journalists
amid a New Wave of Pro-Navalny Protests
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Court Sentences Mediazona Editor-in-chief Sergey
Smirnov to 25 Days in Detention for a Retweet

Russian Journalist Dmitry Bairov Jailed for 25 Days over
Coverage of Pro-Navalny Protests, Hospitalised after
Hunger Strike

Anonymous Telegram Channel Publishes Financial
Information of Russian Journalist Elena Solvyova

Russian Journalist Natalia Zubkova in Hiding Following
Attack, Death Threats

Russian Journalist Aleksey Mironov Interrogated,
Charged over Navalny Protest Coverage

Russian Journalist Mariya Nuykina Repeatedly Jailed
over Protest Coverage

Russian Journalist Vasiliy Vaysenberg Threatened

At Least Three Journalists Briefly Detained while
Covering Imprisonment of Opposition Politician
Alexei Navalny

Russian RFE/RL Correspondent Daria Komarova Faces
Three Trials over Protest Coverage

Russian Police Raid Home of Journalist Roman Anin

Student Magazine DOXA Raided, Four Editors under
Home Detention

At least 10 journalists detained while covering pro-
Navalny rallies in Russia

Ministry of Justice Labels Outlets Meduza and PASMI as
‘Foreign Agents’

Russian Journalist Sergey Stepanov Jailed for 30 Days
over Navalny Protest Coverage

Russian Journalist Timur Mazayev Receives Death
Threats over Ossetia News Instagram Post

Police Detain, Fine 2 Journalists over Corruption
Reporting in Russian Republic of Tatarstan

Unidentified Men Assault Russian RFE/RL
Correspondent Andrey Afanasyev

Police Detain Journalists Veronika Samusik and Vasiliy
Krestyaninov Who Covered Art Performance

05.02.2021

11.02.2021

18.02.2021

04.03.2021

11.03.2021

29.03.2021

30.03.2021

07.04.2021

09.04.2021

13.04.2021
16.04.2021

23.04.2021

28.04.2021

30.04.2021

03.05.2021

12.05.2021

11.06.2021

17.06.2021

detention

detention

harassment

attacks

detention

detention

harassment

detention

harassment

harassment
detention

detention

other acts

detention

harassment

detention

attacks

detention

o =

state

state

unknown

unknown

state

state

unknown

state

state

state
state

state

state

state

non-state

state

unknown

state


https://go.coe.int/zej1H
https://go.coe.int/zej1H
https://go.coe.int/Lp8Sl
https://go.coe.int/Lp8Sl
https://go.coe.int/Lp8Sl
https://go.coe.int/QQcWm
https://go.coe.int/QQcWm
https://go.coe.int/vDDEZ
https://go.coe.int/vDDEZ
https://go.coe.int/3qJUQ
https://go.coe.int/3qJUQ
https://go.coe.int/MQT42
https://go.coe.int/MQT42
https://go.coe.int/fYGzg
https://go.coe.int/qrsOr
https://go.coe.int/qrsOr
https://go.coe.int/qrsOr
https://go.coe.int/J7Rjf
https://go.coe.int/J7Rjf
https://go.coe.int/Q7xOd
https://go.coe.int/QrJUg
https://go.coe.int/QrJUg
https://go.coe.int/7dWNs
https://go.coe.int/7dWNs
https://go.coe.int/2V08C
https://go.coe.int/2V08C
https://go.coe.int/hxdcQ
https://go.coe.int/hxdcQ
https://go.coe.int/tnMEf
https://go.coe.int/tnMEf
https://go.coe.int/HRe0g
https://go.coe.int/HRe0g
https://go.coe.int/1eWlD
https://go.coe.int/1eWlD
https://go.coe.int/Ko2rR
https://go.coe.int/Ko2rR

Russian Authorities Open Court Case against Journalist
Yury Dud for ‘Advertising Drugs’

Proekt Journalists Roman Badanin, Mikhail Rubin and
Mariya Zholobova Interrogated, Their Apartments
Raided by Police

BBC Journalist Sarah Rainsford to be Expelled from
Russia

Dozhd TV and IStories Tagged as “Foreign Agents”

Serbia

JuZne Vesti Portal Journalists Receive Death Threats

RTRS Journalist Natasa Milijanovi¢-Zubac Verbally
Abused by Serbian Politician

Telenor Sues Outlets over ‘Negative* Media Coverage

KRIK Targeted by Allegations of Links to a Criminal
Group

Serbian Radio Host Dasko Milinovi¢ Attacked by Two
Men

Serbian Investigative Outlet KRIK Sued by State Security
Agency Director

Journalist Marko Vidojkovi¢ Received Death Threat via
Instagram

Slovak Republic

Dennik N Editor Monika Tédova Surveilled by Unknown
Men

Dennik N Journalists Monika Tédova and KonS$tantin
Cikovsky Face Criminal Charges

Slovenia

Radio Student Facing Closure

Slovenian Press Agency (STA) under Financial Pressure
from the Government

Slovenian Prime Minister Accuses ARD Correspondent
Nikolaus Neumeier of Nazi-style Propaganda after
Criticism
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Delo’s Brussels Correspondent Peter Zerjavi¢ Threatened
by Slovenian National Security Official

Slovenia PM Jansa Accuses STA Director of Collaborating
in “Murder” of Journalist

Prime Minister JanSa Attempts to Discredit Commissioner
for Human Rights Dunja Mijatovic's Report on Media
Freedom in Slovenia

Anti-vaccine Protesters Storm RTYV Slovenia Newsroom

Slovenian Journalist Erik Valenci¢ Receives Death Threat

Spain

Photojournalist Joan Galvez Shot with Detonating
Ammunition by Catalan Riot Police

RTVE Broadcasting Equipment Destroyed on Day of
Catalonia Election

Spanish Journalists Mar Segura and Sergi Pau Hit by Riot
Police

Photojournalist José Mari Martinez Punched while
Covering Bilbao Protest

Far-right Party Vox Issues Veiled Threat against
Magazine Publisher

Journalists Threatened by Anti-mask Protestors

Sweden
Parcel and Threatening Letter Found Outside VLT
Premises

Switzerland
Swiss Journalist Cathy Macherel Faces Online Insults by
Far-right Essayist

Turkey

Turkish Police Arrest Mezopotamya News Agency
Journalist Mehmet Aslan

Yenicag Correspondent Orhan Uguroglu Assaulted
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Police Attack Journalists with Tear Gas and Rubber
Bullets at Istanbul Protest

Turkish Journalist Melis Alphan Faces Terrorism
Charges over a Shared Photo

Journalist Levent Giiltekin Targeted, Attacked by a
Group of Assailants in Front of Halk TV

Several Turkish Journalists Detained, Physically
Assaulted Covering Women’s March

Turkish Radio Host Hazim Ozsu Shot Dead by Man Who
Disliked His Comments

Turkish Police Directive Impedes Audio-visual Reporting
on Protests

German-Turkish Journalist Deniz Yiicel Charged with
‘Degrading’ the Turkish Nation

Local Reporter Hasan Tolga Balcilar Assaulted, His House
Raided by the Police after Reports on Alleged
Corruption

Turkish Journalist Ahmet Atmaca Beaten in Gaziantep

Bursa Muhalif Managing Editor Ozan Kaplanoglu
Sentenced to Prison over Reporting from Press
Conference

Turkish Journalist Sinan Aygiil Sentenced to Jail over
Reporting

Journalist ibrahim Akkus Beaten with Pipe

Turkish Journalist Mustafa Uslu Beaten, His Equipment
Broken

AFP Photojournalist Biilent Kilic Detained while Covering
Pride March

Turkish Journalist Hakki Boltan Sentenced to 2 Years and
17 Days in Prison for Insulting President and Prime
Minister

Several Journalists Injured by the Police while Covering
Protests

Jiyan News Journalist Idris Yayla Receives Death Threats

Halk TV Reporters Attacked During Live Broadcast from
Marmaris
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Radio Television High Council Fines TV Channels Over
Wildfire Coverage

Journalists Attacked while Covering a Press Statement in
Istanbul

Newspapers Evrensel, BirGiin and Cumhuriyet Sued over
Reporting on a Parliamentary Question

Ukraine

TV Channels 112 Ukraine, NewsOne and ZIK Suspended
by Presidential Decree

Journalist Valery Vorotnik Severely Assaulted

RFE/RL Contributor Vladislav Yesypenko Arrested,
Charged with Espionage in Crimea

Crimean Court Fines Chief Editor of Qirim Newspaper

Ukrainian Journalist Sergiy Nikishin Attacked

Independence of the Public Broadcaster’s Supervisory
Board Challenged

Ukrainian Journalist Ruslan Kotsaba Attacked with
Chemical Substance

Journalist Oleksandr Kuzhelnii Beaten after Protest in the
Center of Kyiv

Ukrainian News Website Strana.ua Banned

United Kingdom

Photographer Andy Aitchison Arrested after Covering a
Protest

Journalist Nadine White Smeared by Minister for
Equalities

Police Accused of Assaulting Newspaper Matthew Dresch
at Protest in Bristol

Photojournalist Kevin Scott Assaulted by Unknown Men
while Reporting

BBC Journalist Nicholas Watt Pursued by Anti-lockdown
Activists in London

Journalist Clare Rewcastle Brown Subject to Legal
Harassment from London Law Firm on behalf of
Kuwaiti Investment Advisor
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Journalist Camilla Tominey Receives Death Threats 28.06.2021 harassment 1 non-state
Online
Anti-Vaccine Protesters Threaten to Hang BBC Journalist  08.09.2021 harassment 2 non-state
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