Annex 2b. The Authorities responses - An overview of the conservation status for species,
habitats, landscape features of the Breidafjordur Nature Reserve

EMERALD PROCESS

The Breidafjordur Conservationis currently notin the process of becoming an Emerald site.
However, that could change, but a decision has not been taken by the authorities.

General information: Icelandic nature conservation law has a provision regarding a national Nature
Conservation Registry. It's the IcelandicInstitute of Natural History (IINH) that suggests what areas
should be registeredinthe B-part of thatregistry.In 2018 IINH suggested that 112 areasin Iceland
should be registered into the B-partthe registry, as well as suggesting that those areas would be
Iceland’s proposed areas to the Emerald Network. These 112 areas have been under assessment by
the ministry and the Environment Agency of Iceland. The assesseme nt requires thorough
cooperation with local municipalities, landowners and other stakeholders. When that process s
finished the Ministerforthe environment brings aresolution to parliament, wherethe resolution
goesthrough severeal discussion phases before itisvoted on. Itis then the Parliamentthat decides
what areas will be placed intothe B-part.

CONSERVATION STATUS

e Act No.54/1995 , on the Protection of Breidafjérdur- the act does not specify certain
habitats or species.

e Withinthe areaseveralislands are protected according the Icelandic Conservation Act
(Hrisey, Melrakkaey, Flatey). Also a part of Vatnsfjordur nature reserve is within
Breidafjordur Conservation area

e Llegislation on prohibitation of seal huntingin Breidafjordur.

e Theareais aconservationareain physical planning

e Theare is registered asanImportant Bird Area

e Asinotherparts of Iceland soem species are protected under the Act onthe conservation,
protection and hunting of wild birds and mammals

e Asinotherparts of Iceland Article 61 of Act no. 60/2013 on nature conservation grants
certain natural phenomenaspecial protection forecosystems and geoheritage sites
(mudflats, salt marshes, hot springs, wetlands onislands).

BIRDS
From the report Important Bird Areasin Iceland (2017)
IBA — Seabird colonies

Breidafjordur, W-Iceland, is alarge bay with thousands of islands and skerries and extensive
intertidal zones. Inthis section, only breeding seabirds will be dealt with. The area holds
internationally important numbers of Fulmarus glacialis (36,434 pairs), Phalacrocorax carbo (3,271
pairs), Phalacrocorax aristotelis (4,117 pairs), Somateria mollissima (60,000 pairs), Larus marinus



(3,500 pairs), Rissatridactyla (10,313 pairs), Sterna paradisaea (15,000 pairs), Cepphus grylle (2,000
pairs) and Fraterculaarctica (377,250 pairs).

Key bird species breeding in Breidafjordur.

Tegund Latneskt heiti Arstimi | Fjoldi ArYear | Hlutfallaf | Alpjédlegt
Species Scientificname Season | (por) islenskum | mikilvaegi
Number stofni (%) International
(pairs) Percentage | importance*
of Icelandic
popul. (%)
Fyll? Fulmarus glacialis B 36.434 1975- 3,0 B2
2013

Dilaskarfur? | Phalacrocorax B 3.271 2007 72,6 B1i

carbo
Toppskarfur® | Phalacrocorax B 4117 2007 84,0 A4i, Bli

aristotelis
Adur? Somateria B 60.000 1999 20,0 A4i, B1i, B2

mollissima
Hvitmafur® Larus hyperboreus | B 522%* 2005- 21,8

2011
Svartbakur® | Larus marinus B 3.500 2016 49,6 A4i, Bli
Rita’ Rissatridactyla B 10.313 2006 1,8 B2
Kria® Sternaparadisaea B 15.000 2016 7,5 Adi, Bli
Teista® Cepphusgrylle B 2.000 2016 16,0 Blii
Lundi® Fraterculaarctica B 377.250 | 2014 18,6 A1, Adii,
B1ii, B2

Alls—Total 512.407 Adiii

*Skyringar: 1. tafla, 2. vidauki. —Explanations: Referto Table 1 and Appendix2.

**Flestvorpinerui fjollum sem liggjaad verndarsvaedi Breidafjardar. —Most breed in cliffsadjacent

to the Breidafjordur Nature Reserve.
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Snaebjornsson, unpublished source.
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ArnpérGardarsson o.fl., iprentuna. — Arnpér Gardarsson et al., inpressa.
Arnpér Gardarsson 2008.
Arnpér Gardarsson og Z&var Petersen 2009.
JénasJénsson 2001, Arni Snaebjérnsson, ébirt heimild. —JénasJénsson 2001, Arni

Avar Petersen o.fl. 2014. Natturufraedistofnun islands, gréft mat. — [INH, rough estimate.
Arnpér Gardarsson o.fl. 2013

7. ArnpdrGardarsson og Erpur SnaerHansen, i undirblningi. —Arnpdr Gardarsson etal. 2013,

Arnpér Gardarsson and Erpur SnzaerHansen, in prep.

Other birds
Tegund Latneskt heiti Arstimi | Fjoldi ArYear | Hlutfallaf | Alpjédlegt
Species Scientificname Season | (por) islenskum | mikilvaegi
Number stofni (%) International
(pairs) Percentage | importance*




of Icelandic
popul. (%)
Lémur? Gavia stellata 100** 2016 6,7 A4i, Bli
Alft? Cygnus cygnus 3.201 2005 12,3 Ad4i, Bli
Gragaes? Anseranser 1.700** | 1997 6,4 Bli
Gragaes?2 Anseranser 2.500 1997 3,1 B1li
Margaes? Branta bernicla 15.522 1990 55,4 Adi, Bli
2010
Adur? Somateria 36.000 1980 4,3 Adi, B1i, B2
mollissima
Straumond® | Histrionicus 1.626 1999 11,6 Adi, Bli
Hkx histrionicus 2001
Toppond® Mergus serrator 450%** 2016 15,0 A4i, Bli, B2
Hafornl Haliaeetus albicilla 47** 2016 63,5
Raudbrystin | Calidris canutus 170.000 | 1990 48,6 Adi, B1i, B2
gur’
Sendlingur” | Calidris maritima P 5.210 1990 10,4 Adi, Bli
Sendlingur® | Calidris maritima W 2.368 2017 47 Adi, Bli
Tildra’ Arenariainterpres P 10.000 1990 6,7 Adi, Bli
Alls - 200.732 Adiii
Total ****
* Skyringar: 1. tafla, 2. vidauki. —Explanations: Referto Table 1 and Appendix 2.
*k Por.— Pairs.

oAk Ondverdarnes—Latrabjarg.
****  Fargestir.—Passage migrantsonly
e Natturufraedistofnun islands, dbirt gdgn. —IINH, unpublished data.
e OlafurEinarsson 2000.
e GudmundurA. Gudmundsson, dbirt heimild. —Gudmundur A. Gudmundsson, unpublished
source.
e ArnpérGardarsson 1982.
e ArnpérGardarsson og borkell Lindberg bérarinsson 2003.
e Natturufreedistofnun (slands, gréft mat. —/IINH, rough estimate.
e ArnpérGardarsson og GudmundurA. Gudmundsson 1991.
e Bodvar bérissono.fl. 2017.

HABITATS
EUNIS categories

Priority habitat typesfor protection




Habitat type Conservation | Km2 % of total
value area

Gulporungaleirur medium 0,81 35

A2.323 Tubificoides benediiand otheroligochaetesin

littoral mud.

Klépangsfjorur Very high 49,65 71

A1.31 Fucoids onsheltered marineshores.

Klépangsklungur Very high 104,06 90

A1.3142 Ascophyllum nodosum on full salinity mid

eulittoral mixed substrata.

Kraeklinga - og s6lvadseyrar Medium 0,42 77

New category sugestion: A1.13 Mytilus and Palmaria

estuarine shore.

Marhalmsgraedur? Medium 3,60 35

A2.61 Seagrass beds on littoral sediments.

Sandmadksleirur High 37,94 25

A2.241 Macoma balthicaand Arenicola marinain muddy

sand shores.

1) Annex|- BernConvention

SEAL
Current% of Icelandic stock
Tegund Laegstifjoldi* | Heestifjoldi* Haesta % af Nuverandi % af
Lowest Highest islenskumstofni | islenskum stofni
number * number * Highest% of Current% of
Icelandic Icelandic
stock stock
Utselur 142 (1985) 1.311 (1989) 65,6 (1998) 63,9 (2017)
(Halichoerus grypus)
Landselur (Phoca 462 (2016)** 2.552 (1980) 18,7 (1985) 11,7 (2018)
vitulina)

*Utselur- Arin 19822017

*LandselurArin 1980-2018
**Arid 2014 voru taldir 132 landselir a tveimur svaeedum i Breidafirdi. Ekki er talid ad petta

talningardr sé marktaekt og pvi ekki skrad fyrir laegstafjolda.

Grey seal - Halichoerus grypus is distributed all around Iceland but the highest density of their
coloniesisinthe northwestand southeastregions.
Red listed: Iceland VU, Europe LC

The Halichoerus grypus populationin Iceland was estimated 6.200 individualsin 2017,
corresponding to 32% since 1982 (no estimates before 1982). An estimated, projected decline for
full three generations (1982-2031) match 242% decline. Thisis compatible to the [IUCN criteriaof VU




Adb: Anobserved, estimated, inferred, projected or suspected population reduction where the time
period mustinclude both the pastand the future, and where the causes of reduction may not have
ceased OR may not be understood OR may not be reversible (A4). Based on (b) anindex of
abundance appropriate to the taxon (IUCN). The Halichoerus grypus populationin Iceland was listed
as ENA4b in 2018 but has been downlisted due to anincrease in population size since 2012.

Report: Aerial census of the Icelandicgrey seal (Halichoerus grypus) populationin 2017: Pup
roduction, population estimate, trends and current status
https://www.hafogvatn.is/static/files/hv2019-02.pdf

Harbour seal - Phoca vitulinais distributed all around Iceland but the highestdensityisinthe
northwestand southeast regions.

The Phoca vitulina populationin Iceland was estimated 9.434 (Cl 95% = 6.149-12.726) individualsin
2018, correspondingto 72% decline since 1980 when the population was estimated to be 33.000
individuals (no estimates before 1980). An estimated, projected declineforfull three generations
(1980-2025) match up to 77,5% decline. With reference to the wide 95% Confidence limits, thisis
compatible tothe IUCN criteria of CR Adb: An observed, estimated, inferred, projected or suspected
population reduction where the time period mustinclude both the pastand the future, and where
the causes of reduction may not have ceased OR may not be understood OR may not be reversible.
Based on (b) an index of abundance appropriate to the taxon (IUCN).

Report: Aerial census of the Icelandicharbourseal (Phoca vitulina) population in 2016: Population
estimate, trends and current status / Landselstalning 2016: Stofnstaerdarmat, sveiflur og dstand
stofns. Haf- og Vatnarannsoknir / Marine and Freshwaterresearchin lceland. HV 2017-009. ISSN
2298-9137

Textfrom: SELALATUR VID STRENDUR {SLANDS https://utgafa.ni.is/fjolrit/Fjolrit 56.pdf

ABSTRACT

Two species of seals liveand breedin Icelandicwaters and shores, the harbourseal (Phocavitulina)
and the grey seal (Halichoerus grypus) and few otherseal species visit Iceland, irregularly. The
harbourseal population has been monitored on regularbasis, with direct counts (aerial censuses)
since 1980 andthe grey seal since 1982. Harbour seals are counted in mid-summer, during the
moulting period and grey seals are counted during their breeding period in the autumn. The
locations onshore, whereseals breed, tend their pups, moultand rest, are termed as “haul-out”
(Icelandic:latur). Theselocations are vital for sustaining the native seal populations, asindividual
sealsare loyal to and visitthe same hauloutlocations, yearafteryear.

Harbour seal: estimated populatioon sizeaccoding to countingsin 1982 - 2016


https://www.hafogvatn.is/static/files/hv2019-02.pdf
https://utgafa.ni.is/fjolrit/Fjolrit_56.pdf

Grey seal —population according to estimates from countingsin 1982-2012



