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 Documents Expected results 

Tuesday 20 February 

9.30 

 

1. Opening of the meeting 

 

Mr Jan Plesnik (Czech Republic), Chair of the 

Group of Specialists 

  

 

 

2. Adoption of the agenda 

 

Meeting agenda  

T-PVS/Agenda(2024)02 

 

For adoption 

Members of the Group of Specialists are informed of the 

aims of the meeting and adopt the agenda. 

 

 

3. General information on activities 

presenting an interest for the work of the 

Group of Specialists 

  

 3.a Short presentation of the report of the meeting 

of the group in 2023 and of the activities 

undertaken during the last year 

 

Mr Jan Plesnik (Czech Republic), Chair of the 

Group of Specialists 

 

Report of the 2023 meeting of the 

Group of Specialists on the European 

Diploma for Protected Areas 

T-PVS/DE(2023)11 

 

For information 

The salient points of the 2023 meeting of the Group of 

Specialists are recalled. 

 3.b Follow up by the Secretariat on the 

conclusions of the 2023 meeting of the Group of 

Specialists 

 

Presentation by the Secretariat 

 

Extract from the list of decisions and 

adopted texts on the European 

Diploma for Protected Areas, at the 

43rd meeting of the Standing 

Committee to the Bern Convention  

T-PVS/DE(2024)07 

Members of the Group of Specialists take note of the follow 

up given to the outcomes and decisions of the 2023 meeting 

of the Group of Specialists.  

https://rm.coe.int/de11e-2023-meeting-report-edpa-gos-2-3-march-2023-final/1680aaa70d
https://rm.coe.int/de07e-2024-extract-list-decisions-texts-adopted-43sc-2783-8704-9993-1/1680ae8208
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Members of the Group of Specialists are informed 

of the follow up given to the conclusions of the 

2023 meeting of the Group of Specialists and of 

the decisions of the 43rd Standing Committee 

regarding the European Diploma.  

 

 

List of resolutions renewing the 

Diploma adopted by the Committee 

of Ministers in 2023 

CM/Del/Dec(2023)1469/9.1a 

 

For information 

 

 3.c Consequences of the cessation of the 

membership of the Russian Federation to the 

Council of Europe and of the freeze of the 

technical cooperation with Belarus 

 

Presentation by the Secretariat 

 

Members of the Group of Specialists are informed 

of the consequences on the European Diploma of 

the exclusion of the Russian Federation from the 

Council of Europe and of the freeze of the 

cooperation with Belarus.  

 

Decision of the Committee of 

Ministers on the European Diploma 

for Protected Areas in the Russian 

Federation and Belarus 

CM/Del/Dec(2023)1469/9.1b 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For information 

 

Members of the Group of Specialists take note that the 

Resolution of the Committee of Ministers 

CM/ResDip(2008)1 on the revised regulations for the 

European Diploma for Protected Areas is not applicable 

anymore in the Russian Federation and Belarus.  

 3.d Vision and Strategic Plan of the Bern 

Convention for the period to 2030 

 

Presentation by the Secretariat  

 

Members of the Group of Specialists are informed 

of the Vision and Strategic Plan of the Bern 

Convention for the period to 2030 and invited to 

reflect on how the monitoring of the European 

Diploma can contribute to the achievement of the 

Strategic Plan.  

 

Strategic Plan for the Bern 

Convention for the period to 2030 

T-PVS(2023)18 

 

Vision for the Bern Convention for 

the period to 2030 

T-PVS(2021)14 

 

 

 

For discussion  

 

Members of the Group of Specialists take note of the Vision 

and Strategic Plan of the Bern Convention for the period to 

2030 and identify the targets of the Strategic Plan to which 

the monitoring of the European Diploma could contribute to.  

https://www.coe.int/en/web/cm/-/1469th-meeting-of-the-ministers-deputies-14-june-2023
https://search.coe.int/cm/pages/result_details.aspx?objectid=0900001680ab7225
https://rm.coe.int/tpvs18e-2023-strategic-plan-9th-draft-june-2023/1680ac6478
https://rm.coe.int/tpvs14e-2021-draft-vision/1680a43ffa
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 4. Application of the Sierra Nevada National 

Park (Spain) for the European Diploma for 

Protected Areas  

 

Presentation by Mr Francisco de Asís Muñoz 

Collado, Director of the Sierra Nevada National 

Park 

 

Members of the Group of Specialists are invited to 

discuss whether the Sierra Nevada National Park 

meets, in principle, the requirements of the 

European Diploma and to exchange views on 

possible follow up. 

 

Application of the Sierra Nevada 

National Park  

Application form 

 

Follow up on the application of the Sierra Nevada National 

Park for the European Diploma is agreed on. An on-the-spot 

appraisal visit could be mandated to verify the application 

and assess the opportunity to award the European Diploma to 

the Sierra Nevada National Park.  

 5.  Results of the advisory visits, discussion and 

proposals to the Committee of Ministers of the 

Council of Europe 

  

 5.a Seitseminen National Park (Finland) 

 

Presentation by Mr Maurice Hoffmann 

 

Members of the Group of Specialists are invited to 

discuss the conclusions of the on-the-spot 

appraisal visit report and to exchange views on 

possible follow up. 

Report on the assessment visit to the 

Seitseminen National Park 

 

T-PVS/DE(2024)08 

Draft resolution regarding the 

renewal of the European Diploma for 

Protected Areas awarded to the 

Seitseminen National Park 

 

T-PVS/DE(2024)03 

 

For discussion and decision 

 

Members of the Group of Specialists agree on a draft 

resolution renewing the European Diploma to the 

Seitseminen National Park which will be sent to the 

Committee of Ministers for formal adoption. 

 5.b Ekenäs Archipelago National Park 

(Tammisaari) (Finland) 

 

Report on the assessment visit to the 

Ekenäs Archipelago National Park 

(Tammisaari) 

Members of the Group of Specialists agree on a draft 

resolution renewing the European Diploma to the Ekenäs 

Archipelago National Park (Tammisaari) which will be sent 

https://rm.coe.int/4-sierra-nevada-national-park-2773-3979-2137-v-1/1680aea17a
https://rm.coe.int/4-sierra-nevada-national-park-2773-3979-2137-v-1/1680aea17a
https://rm.coe.int/4-sierra-nevada-national-park-2773-3979-2137-v-1/1680aea17a
https://rm.coe.int/edpa-application-form-sierra-nevada-national-park/1680af7472
https://rm.coe.int/5a-seitseminen-national-park-hoffmann-2773-7334-6569-v-1/1680aea1a0
https://rm.coe.int/de08e-2024-report-visit-seitseminen-21-23-august-2024/1680ae44ad
https://rm.coe.int/de03e-2024-draft-resolutions-european-diploma/1680ae8203
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Presentation by Ms Blanca Ramos 

 

Members of the Group of Specialists are invited to 

discuss the conclusions of the on-the-spot 

appraisal visit report and to exchange views on 

possible follow up. 

 

T-PVS/DE(2024)04 

 

Draft resolution regarding the 

renewal of the European Diploma for 

Protected Areas awarded to the 

Ekenäs Archipelago National Park 

(Tammisaari) 

 

T-PVS/DE(2024)03 

 

For discussion and decision 

 

to the Committee of Ministers for formal adoption. 

 5.c Peak District National Park (UK) 

 

Presentation by Ms Blanca Ramos / Mr Michael 

Schimek  

 

Members of the Group of Specialists are invited to 

discuss the conclusions of the on-the-spot 

appraisal visit report and to exchange views on 

possible follow up. 

 

Report on the assessment visit to the 

Peak District National Park 

 

T-PVS/DE(2024)05 

 

Draft resolution regarding the 

renewal of the European Diploma for 

Protected Areas awarded to the Peak 

District National Park 

 

T-PVS/DE(2024)03 

 

For discussion and decision 

 

Members of the Group of Specialists agree on a draft 

resolution renewing the European Diploma to the Peak 

District National Park which will be sent to the Committee of 

Ministers for formal adoption. 

 5.d Muddus, Sarek and Padjelanta National Parks 

(Sweden) 

 

Presentation by Mr Pierre Galland / Ms Çigdem 

Adem 

 

Members of the Group of Specialists are invited to 

Report on the combined assessment 

visit to the Muddus, Sarek and 

Padjelanta National Parks 

 

T-PVS/DE(2024)06 

 

Draft resolutions regarding the 

Members of the Group of Specialists agree on the draft 

resolutions renewing the European Diplomas to the Muddus, 

Sarek and Padjelanta National Parks which will be sent to the 

Committee of Ministers for formal adoption. 

https://rm.coe.int/5b-ekenas-tammisaari-archipelago-national-park-ramos-2773-9012-3785-v-/1680aea1a1
https://rm.coe.int/de04e-2024-report-visit-finland-ekenas-tammisaari-8-9-june-2023/1680ae1968
https://rm.coe.int/de03e-2024-draft-resolutions-european-diploma/1680ae8203
https://rm.coe.int/5c-peak-district-national-park-schimek-2774-2367-8217-v-1/1680aea1a2
https://rm.coe.int/5c-peak-district-national-park-schimek-2774-2367-8217-v-1/1680aea1a2
https://rm.coe.int/de05e-2024-report-visit-uk-peak-district-national-park-24-25-october-2/1680ae1969
https://rm.coe.int/de03e-2024-draft-resolutions-european-diploma/1680ae8203
https://rm.coe.int/5d-muddus-sarek-padjelanta-national-parks-adem-2774-9078-7081-v-1/1680aea1a4
https://rm.coe.int/5d-muddus-sarek-padjelanta-national-parks-adem-2774-9078-7081-v-1/1680aea1a4
https://rm.coe.int/de06e-2024-report-visit-finland-laponia-14-19-august-2023/1680ae196a
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discuss the conclusions of the combined on-the-

spot appraisal visit report and to exchange views 

on possible follow up. 

renewal of the European Diplomas 

for Protected Areas awarded to the 

Muddus, Sarek and Padjelanta 

National Parks 

 

T-PVS/DE(2024)03 

 

For discussion and decision 

 

 5.e Siebengebirge Nature Reserve (Germany) 

 

Presentation by Mr Peter Skoberne / Ms Renata 

Kosińska 

 

Members of the Group of Specialists are invited to 

discuss the conclusions of the on-the-spot 

appraisal visit report and to exchange views on 

possible follow up. 

Report on the assessment visit to the 

Siebengebirge Nature Reserve 

 

T-PVS/DE(2024)09 

 

Draft resolution regarding the 

renewal of the European Diploma for 

Protected Areas awarded to the 

Siebengebirge Nature Reserve 

 

T-PVS/DE(2024)03 

 

For discussion and decision 

 

Members of the Group of Specialists agree on a draft 

resolution renewing the European Diploma to the 

Siebengebirge Nature Reserve which will be sent to the 

Committee of Ministers for formal adoption. 

 5.f Kuşcenneti National Park (Türkiye) 

 

Presentation by Mr Peter Skoberne / Mr Luc 

Hoogenstein 

 

Tribute to Tansu Gürpınar 

 

Members of the Group of Specialists are invited to 

discuss the conclusions of the on-the-spot 

appraisal visit report and to exchange views on 

possible follow up. 

Report on the assessment visit to the 

Kuşcenneti National Park 

 

T-PVS/DE(2024)10 

 

Draft resolution regarding the 

renewal of the European Diploma for 

Protected Areas awarded to the 

Kuşcenneti National Park 

 

T-PVS/DE(2024)03 

Members of the Group of Specialists agree on a draft 

resolution renewing the European Diploma to Kuşcenneti 

National Park which will be sent to the Committee of 

Ministers for formal adoption. 

https://rm.coe.int/de03e-2024-draft-resolutions-european-diploma/1680ae8203
https://rm.coe.int/5e-siebengebirge-nature-reserve-skoberne-2775-0756-4297-v-1/1680aea1a5
https://rm.coe.int/5e-siebengebirge-nature-reserve-skoberne-2775-0756-4297-v-1/1680aea1a5
https://rm.coe.int/de09e-report-visit-siebengebirge-germany-4-7-october-2023-2769-2114-48/1680ae6dcc
https://rm.coe.int/de03e-2024-draft-resolutions-european-diploma/1680ae8203
https://rm.coe.int/5f-kuscenneti-national-park-skoberne-2775-5789-5945-v-1/1680aea1a7
https://rm.coe.int/5f-kuscenneti-national-park-skoberne-2775-5789-5945-v-1/1680aea1a7
https://rm.coe.int/5f-bis-tribute-to-tansu-adem-2775-4111-8729-v-1/1680aea1a6
https://rm.coe.int/de10e-report-visit-kuscenneti-national-park-5-6-october-2024-2750-1365/1680ae8204
https://rm.coe.int/de03e-2024-draft-resolutions-european-diploma/1680ae8203
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For discussion and decision 

 

 6. Presentation of the reporting results by the 

Secretariat and the Group of Specialists 

  

 6.a Analysis of the annual reports 

 

Introduction by the Secretariat  

 

Members of the Group of Specialists are invited to 

share their comments on and discuss the outcomes 

of the annual reports and exchange views on 

possible follow up.  

2024 Compilation of the analysis of 

the annual reports  

T-PVS/DE(2024)11 

 

2023 Compilation of the analysis of 

the annual reports  

T-PVS/DE(2023)09 

 

Methodological note on the usage of 

the assessment forms of the annual 

reports 

T-PVS/DE(2024)02 

 

Link to the dashboard of the 

European Diploma for Protected 

Areas  

 

For discussion and decision 

 

The compliance of the Diploma holding areas with the 

conditions and/or recommendations attached to the 

award/renewal of the European Diploma is assessed and 

possible areas at risk requiring a closer monitoring or even 

an exceptional on the-spot appraisal visit are identified.  

 6.b Follow up on the areas identified in 2023 as 

requiring particular attention:   

 

 Wurzacher Ried Nature Reserve (Germany) 

 Presentation by Mr Siegfried Roth, 

manager of the Nature Reserve 

 Letter of the Ministry of the Environment, 

Climate Protection and the Energy Sector 

 Annex 0 Letter of the Regionalverband 

2024 Compilation of the analysis of 

the annual reports  

T-PVS/DE(2024)11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow up on the monitoring of Diploma-holding areas 

requiring particular attention is agreed on.   

https://rm.coe.int/de11e-2024-compilation-analysis-2023annual-reports-2772-5092-3529-1/1680ae95e8
https://rm.coe.int/de09e-2023-compilation-analysis-2022annual-reports/1680aa5f5a
https://rm.coe.int/de02e-2024-methodological-note-usage-of-the-assessment-forms-2788-1112/1680ae2700
https://www.coe.int/en/web/bern-convention/european-diploma-areas-2
https://www.coe.int/en/web/bern-convention/european-diploma-areas-2
https://www.coe.int/en/web/bern-convention/european-diploma-areas-2
https://rm.coe.int/6b-wurzacher-ried-nature-rerserve-roth-2776-0822-7593-1/1680aea1a8
https://rm.coe.int/6b-wurzacher-ried-nature-rerserve-roth-2776-0822-7593-1/1680aea1a8
https://rm.coe.int/schreiben-um-bw-an-europarat-englisch/1680ae8310
https://rm.coe.int/schreiben-um-bw-an-europarat-englisch/1680ae8310
https://rm.coe.int/annex-a0-letter-rvbo-expert-group-meeting-european-council/1680ae830b
https://rm.coe.int/de11e-2024-compilation-analysis-2023annual-reports-2772-5092-3529-1/1680ae95e8
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Bodensee-Oberschwaben 

 Annex A3 Demarcation of the wind 

energy priority zones 

 Annex B Maps 

 Scandola Nature Reserve (France) 

 Doñana National Park (Spain) 

 Judgment of the European Court of Justice 

of 24 June 2021 

 Report on the Joint WHC / IUCN / 

RAMSAR Reactive monitoring mission to 

Doñana National Park, Spain (25-28 

February 2020) 

 Weltenburger Enge Nature Reserve 

(Germany) 

 Krimml Waterfalls Natural Site (Austria) 

 

Members of the Group of Specialists are invited to 

exchange views on the situation of Diploma 

holding areas identified as requiring closer 

attention and to agree on follow up actions in the 

light of the 2023 annual reports and the 

information received by the Secretariat.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For discussion and decision 

 7. On-the-spot appraisal visits in 2024 

 

Presentation by the Secretariat 

 

Members of the Group of Specialists are invited to 

exchange views on the on-the-spot appraisal visits 

to be carried out in 2024 

 

List of areas which could benefit 

from an on-the-spot appraisal visit in 

2024 

T-PVS/DE(2023)13 

 

 

For discussion and decision 

 

Diploma holding areas whose Diploma is due in 2025 and 

for which an-the-spot appraisal visit is to take place in 2024 

are identified.  

 8. Preparation of the 60th anniversary of the 

European Diploma 

Concept note on the 60th anniversary 

of the European Diploma  

Members of the Group of Specialists provide the Secretariat 

with guidance for the preparation of the celebration of the 

https://rm.coe.int/annex-a0-letter-rvbo-expert-group-meeting-european-council/1680ae830b
https://rm.coe.int/annex-a3-demarcation-of-the-wind-energy-priority-zones-in-t/1680ae8207
https://rm.coe.int/annex-a3-demarcation-of-the-wind-energy-priority-zones-in-t/1680ae8207
https://rm.coe.int/annex-b-maps/1680ae8206
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX:62019CJ0559
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX:62019CJ0559
https://whc.unesco.org/en/documents/187653
https://whc.unesco.org/en/documents/187653
https://rm.coe.int/de13e-2023-possible-on-the-spot-appraisal-visits-in-2024/1680acfd80
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Presentation by the Secretariat 

 

Members of the Group of Specialists are invited to 

discuss the concept note presenting the 

celebration activities of the 60th anniversary of the 

European Diploma and to exchange views on its 

follow up.  

 

T-PVS/DE(2024)01 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For discussion and decision 

 

60th anniversary of the European Diploma.  

 

 9. Any other business   

 10. Date and place of the next meeting   

 11. Conclusions of the meeting 

 

Members of the Group of Specialists are invited to 

discuss the contribution of the meeting of the 

Group of Specialists to the achievement of the 

Strategic Plan of the Bern Convention for the 

period to 2030.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For discussion and decision 

 

Members of the Group of Specialists agree on the extent to 

which to meeting of the Group of Specialists has contributed 

to the targets of the Strategic Plan.   

 

13.00 

Wednesday 21st February 

End of the meeting 

 

https://rm.coe.int/de01e-2024-60th-anniversary-of-the-european-diploma-2787-7756-7753-1/1680ae26f7

