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The European Union and the Council of Europe joint action on “Fostering women’s access to justice in Turkey'”
aims to strengthen women's access to justice in Turkey in line with international and European standards. More
specifically the action pursues the following objectives:

e to improve gender responsiveness of legal aid services;
e to enhance women’s access to legal aid services;
e toincrease legal awareness and literacy among women to claim their rights as equal citizens in Turkey.

The Union of Bar Associations of Turkey, local bar associations, legal aid centres, legal aid lawyers, law faculties,
civil society organisations are the main partners and stakeholders engaged with the action to support women’s access
to justice, particularly women in vulnerable and disadvantaged situations (such as victims/survivors of gender-based
violence, refugee women, women in rural areas etc.) facing additional difficulties in accessing to legal aid, assistance
and information through their path to justice.

Access to justice and legal aid has an important place under European law and international instruments? as an enabling
right for the effective protection of all human rights. Legal aid and assistance play pivotal role to eliminate barriers to
access to justice those in need, including women and vulnerable groups and ensure equal access to justice for everyone.
Turkey's national legislation and policy also recognize the right to access to a court, the right to non-discrimination
and equality before law, legal aid and protection of women against violence. Nevertheless, gaps and challenges exist
in women’s access to justice. Women face various barriers, including institutional, economic, social and cultural ones,
against their access to justice which limits their abilities to report abuses and claim their rights. Research shows that
women victims of violence do not usually report violence nor seek support from institutions for reasons including fear
for retaliation, not trusting in justice institutions or not knowing where to apply. The challenges women face in
accessing to quality legal support and assistance further broadens the gender gap in access to justice.

Against this background, the action aims to support women's access to legal aid services and to increase gender
sensitiveness of legal aid mechanisms. For this purpose, a grant agreement?® signed between the Council of Europe and
the Union of Turkish Bar Associations constitutes one of the important stages, which ensures the provision of legal aid
to women in four pilot provinces namely Diyarbakir, Mugla, Nevsehir and Ordu. To strengthen capacities of legal aid
lawyer to provide gender-responsive legal aid services in these provinces, more than two hundred and fifty legal aid
lawyers completed training on “Access to Justice for Women’** under the Council of Europe Human Rights Education
for Legal Professionals (HELP). In addition, the action strives to facilitate multi-stakeholder partnerships to develop
wider network of support and information available for women about their rights and existing services, including free
legal aid and assistance at local level.

To serve this purpose, multi-stakeholder meetings will be organised in Ordu, Nevsehir, Mugla and Diyarbakir
provinces, bringing together key stakeholders, including authorities, bar associations, non-governmental organisations
and universities working in the fields of women's access to justice, women's rights and gender equality to discuss
challenges face by women in their access to justice and legal aid and propose solutions on how to address existing gaps
through new partnerships.

L https://www.coe.int/en/web/ankara/fostering-women-s-access-to-justice-in-turkey1#{%22108168041%22:[1]}

2 Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, General
recommendations No. 33 on women’s access to justice; UN Sustainable Development Goals of 5 and 16. The European Convention on Human Rights; Istanbul
Convention, Council of Europe’s Gender Equality Strategy, Guidelines of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe on the efficiency and
the effectiveness of legal aid schemes in the areas of civil and administrative law.

3 https://www.coe.int/en/web/ankara/-/providing-legal-aid-for-women-in-turkey-signing-of-a-grant-agreement-with-the-union-of-turkish-bar-associations

4 https://rm.coe.int/help-kae-kursu-bilgi-notu-tr/native/1680a59aac
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https://www.coe.int/en/web/ankara/-/providing-legal-aid-for-women-in-turkey-signing-of-a-grant-agreement-with-the-union-of-turkish-bar-associations
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Discussions will be held to explore possible answers to the following questions:

1. What are the main problems and challenges faced by women in accessing justice? What can be done to strengthen
women’s access to justice?

2. What are the challenges for women in accessing to legal aid as a component of access to justice? How could
availability, accessibility and quality of legal aid be improved to response to the needs of women, particularly for
women victims of violence and those in vulnerable or disadvantaged situations?

3. What can be done to strengthen multi-stakeholder partnerships to support women’s access to legal aid, assistance
and information at local level? What possibilities can be explored to establish new collaborations and ensure their
sustainability?




COUNCIL OF EUROPE

Funded o * * Implemented
by the European Union * * by the Council of Europe
and the Council of Europe * *
* 4 *

EUROPEAN UNION  CONSEIL DE 'EUROPE

Avrupa Birligi ve Avrupa Konseyi'nin ortak yiiriittiigi “Tiirkiye'de Kadinlarin Adalete Erisiminin Desteklenmesi

Projesi®”, Tiirkiye'de kadmlarm adalete erisimini uluslararasi standartlar ve Avrupa standartlari dogrultusunda
giiclendirmeyi amagcliyor. Proje spesifik olarak asagidaki amaglari igermektedir:

» Adli yardim hizmetlerinin toplumsal cinsiyet duyarliligini gelistirmek;

+ Kadinlarin adli yardim hizmetlerine erigsimini gliglendirmek;

+ Kadinlarin Tiirkiye'de esit vatandaslar olarak haklarimi talep etmeleri i¢in yasal farkindalig1 ve okuryazarlig:
artirmak.

Tiirkiye Barolar Birligi, yerel barolar, adli yardim merkezleri, adli yardim avukatlari, hukuk fakiilteleri, sivil toplum
kuruluslari, kadilarin adalete erigimini, 6zellikle hassas ve dezavantajli durumdaki (toplumsal cinsiyete dayah siddet
magdurlari, siddet gorenler, miilteci kadinlar, kirsal kesimde yasayan kadinlar vd.) ve adli yardima, destege ve bilgiye
erisimde ek zorluk yasayan kadmnlarin adalete erigimini desteklemek {izere proje kapsaminda igbirligi yapilan ana
ortaklar ve paydaglardir.

Adalete ve adli yardima erisim, tiim haklarmin etkin bir sekilde korunmasini saglayan bir hak olarak Avrupa hukuku
ve uluslararas1 belgelerde® dnemli bir yere sahiptir. Adli yardim ve destek, kadmlar ve hassas gruplar da dahil olmak
lizere olanlarm adalete erisiminin 6niindeki engelleri ortadan kaldirmak ve herkesin adalete esit erisimini saglamak
icin 6nemli bir rol oynamaktadir. Tiirkiye'deki ulusal mevzuat ve politikalar kapsaminda da mahkemeye erigim hakki,
ayrimcilifa ugramama ve kanun oniinde esitlik, adli yardim ve kadinlarin siddete karsi korunmasina yonelik 6zel
diizenlemeler bulunmaktadir. Buna ragmen, kadinlarin adalete erisiminde bosluklar ve zorluklar mevcuttur. Kurumsal,
ekonomik, sosyal ve killtirel engellerde dahil kadinlar adalete erisimde bir¢ok engelle kars1 karsiya kalmakta ve bu
engeller karsilagtiklar1 hak ihlallerini bildirme ve haklarini talep etme kosullarini sinirlandirmaktadir. Aragtirmalara
gore, siddete ugrayan kadinlar, genellikle misilleme korkusu, adalet kurumlarma karsi giiven duymalar1 veya nereye
bagvuracaklarin1 bilmemeleri gibi sebeplerden 6tir( siddeti yetkililere bildirmemekte veya destek aramamaktadir.
Kadilarin nitelikli adli yardim ve destege erisimindeki zorluklar, adalete erisimdeki toplumsal cinsiyet ugurumunu
daha fazla buyutmektedir.

Bu arkaplan cercevesinde, proje, kadinlarin adli yardim hizmetlerine erisimini desteklemeyi ve adli yardim
mekanizmalarinin toplumsal cinsiyet duyarliligini artirmay1 amaglamaktadir. Bu amagla, Avrupa Konseyi ile Turkiye
Barolar Birligi arasinda imzalanan hibe s6zlesmesi’, dort pilot il olan Diyarbakir, Mugla, Nevsehir ve Ordu’da
kadinlarin adalete erisimini artirmay1 temin eden 6nemli asamalardan birini olusturmaktadir. Adli yardim hizmetlerinin
bu illerde toplumsal cinsiyete duyarliligimigelistirmek i¢in, iki yiiz elliden fazla adli yardim avukatina, Avrupa Konseyi
Hukukcular icin Insan Haklari Egitimi (HELP) kapsaminda “Kadinlar icin Adalete Erisim®’ egitimi sunulmustur.
Ayrica, proje, yerel diizeyde licretsiz adli yardim ve destek de dahil olmak iizere, kadinlara haklar1 ve mevcut hizmetler
hakkinda daha genis bir destek ve bilgi agina erigebilmeleri igin ¢ok paydasli ortakliklar: desteklemektedir.

Bu amag dogrultusunda, yetkilileri, barolari, toplumsal cinsiyet esitligi, kadin haklar1, kadinin adalete erisimi alaninda
calisan iiniversite ve sivil toplum kuruluslarini bir araya getirengok-paydasl toplantilar Ordu, Nevsehir, Mugla ve
Diyarbakir illerinde diizenlenecektir. Bu toplantilarda, kadinlarin adalete ve adli yardima erisimi ontindeki engeller ve
zorluklar tartisilacak ve yeni ortakliklar yoluyla varolan zorluklarin nasil agilabilecegi lizerine 6neriler gelistirilecektir.

5 Tirkiye’de Kadinlarin Adalete Erisiminin Desteklenmesi Projesi (coe.int)

6Kadinlara Karsi Her Tiirli Ayrimciligin Ortadan Kaldiriimasina iliskin Sézlesme (CEDAW), Kadinlara Karsi Ayrimciligin Onlenmesi Komitesi, Kadinlarin adalete erisimi
hakkinda 33 sayili Genel Tavsiyeler; BM Siirdiiriilebilir Kalkinma Hedefleri 5 ve 16. Avrupa insan Haklari Sézlesmesi; istanbul Sézlesmesi, Avrupa Konseyi Cinsiyet
Esitligi Stratejisi, Avrupa Konseyi Bakanlar Komitesi'nin medeni hukuk ve idare hukuku alanlarinda adli yardim programlarinin etkinligi ve etkinligine iliskin
yOnergeleri.

7 Tirkiye’de kadinlara adli yardim saglanmasi: Tirkiye Barolar Birligi ile hibe anlasmasinin imzalanmasi - Haberler (coe.int)

8 https://rm.coe.int/help-kae-kursu-bilgi-notu-tr/native/1680a59aac
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Tartigmalar agagidaki sorulara cevap bulmak amaciyla ylrutulecektir:

1. Kadinlarm adalete erisimde karsilastigi temel sorunlar ve zorluklar nelerdir? Kadinlarin adalete erigimini
gliglendirmek icin neler yapilabilir?

2. Adalete erigimin bir bileseni olarak adli yardima erisimde kadmlarin karsilagtigi zorluklar nelerdir? Adli
yardimin mevcudiyeti, erisilebilirligi ve kalitesi, 6zellikle siddet magduru kadinlar ve hassas veya
dezavantajli durumdaki kadinlarin ihtiyaglarma cevap verecek sekilde nasil gelistirilebilir?

3. Kadmlarm yerel diizeyde adli yardima, yardima ve bilgiye erisimini desteklemek igin cok paydasli ortakliklari
guclendirmek igin ne yapilabilir? Yeni isbirlikleri kurmak ve siirdiiriilebilirligini saglamak icin ne gibi
olanaklar arastirilabilir?
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Volkan Deli, Senior Project Officer, Council of Europe

10:15
(Turkey

Registration

Online test for videoconference will start at... time)

(Link will be provided)

Welcome Remarks 10:30

Ms Sibel SUICMEZ
Vice Chair
The Union of Turkish Bar Associations

Mr. Cristian Urse
Head of Office
The Council of Europe Ankara Programme Office

Women’s Access to Justice: Legislation, Gaps,

Observations 10.45

Ms Kadriye BAKIRCI
Prof. Dr.
Hacettepe University, Faculty of Law

11:30
11:45

Break

Observations from field: Women’s Rights and
Legal Aid

11.45

Ordu Bar Association

Women’s Rights Department
Legal Aid Department

Role of Local Civil Society in 12:15

Women’s Access to Justice

Ordu University

Ordu Women’s Empowerment Association
Ordu Education, Culture and Art Women'’s
Solidarity Association

Turkish Women’s Union

Kayit

Video konferans igin gevrim ici test baglantisi, saat
...... 'da baglayacaktir
(Baglanti linki saglanacaktir).

Agilis Konugmalari

Sn. Sibel SUICMEZ
Baskan Yardimcisi
Tirkiye Barolar Birligi

Sn. Cristian Urse (danismak lizere)
Bagkan
Avrupa Konseyi Ankara Program Ofisi

Kadinlarin Adalete Erisimi: Mevzuat, Sorunlar ve
Gozlemler

Sn. Kadriye BAKIRCI
Prof. Dr.
Hacettepe Universitesi, Hukuk Fakiiltesi

Ara

Yerelden Go6zlemler: Kadin Haklari ve Adli Yardim

Ordu Barosu
Kadin Haklari Komisyonu
Adli Yardim Komisyonu

Kadinlarin Adalete Erisiminde Yereldeki Sivil
Toplum Aktorlerinin Rolii TBC

Ordu Universitesi

Ordu Kadini Glglendirme Dernegi

Ordu Egitim Kiiltlr Sanat Kadin Dayanisma
Dernegi

Turk Kadinlar Birligi Ordu Subesi
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Pikolo Education Culture Youth and Sports
Club Association

Lunch

Open Session

1. What are the main problems and
challenges faced by women in
accessing to justice? What can be
done to strengthen women’s access
to justice?

e What are the difficulties in
accessing the courts? (Physical,
economic etc.)

e What are the studies carried out
to inform women's rights? What
could be different studies?

e What are the difficulties faced
by women in civil cases?

e What are the difficulties faced
by women in criminal cases?

e Are there differences between
women and girls in terms of their
access to justice? If so, what are
they?

2. What are the challenges for women
in accessing to legal aid as a
component of access to justice? How
could availability, accessibility and
quality of legal aid be improved to
response to the needs of women,
particularly for women victims of
violence and those in vulnerable or
disadvantaged situations?

e How to create indicators for
women with access to legal aid?

e What can be done about
women's access to legal aid?

e What kind of support can be
given to women during the legal
aid application and legal aid
process?
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13:00
14:00

14:00

Ordu Pikolo Egitim Kiiltiir Genglik ve Spor Kulubii
Dernegi

Ogle Yemegi

Moderator: VVolkan Deli, Senior Project Officer, Council of Europe
Rapporteur: Prof. Dr. Kadriye BAKIRCI, Hacettepe University

Agik Oturum

1.Kadinlarin adalete erisimde karsilastiklari temel
sorunlar ve zorluklar nelerdir? Kadinlarin adalete
erisimini gliglendirmek icin neler yapilabilir?

e Mahkemelere erismedeki gigclikler
nelerdir? (fiziksel, ekonomik vs)

e Kadinlarin haklarini bilgilendirmeye
yonelik yapilan ¢alismalar nelerdir? Farkh
calismalar neler olabilir?

e Hukuk davalarinda kadinlarin karsilastig
glgclikler nelerdir?

e Ceza davalarinda kadinlarin karsilastig
glglukler nelerdir?

e Kadinlarile kiz gocuklari arasinda adalete
erisimleri bakimindan farklar var midir?
Varsa bunlar nelerdir?

2. Adalete erigsimin bir unsuru olan adli yardima
erisimde kadinlarin karsilastiklari zorluklar
nelerdir? Ozellikle de siddete ugramis ve hassas ve
dezavantajli durumlarda olanlar da dahil, kadinlarin
ihtiyaclarina yonelik adli yardimin mevcudiyeti,
erisebilirligi ve kalitesini artirmak i¢in neler
yapilabilir?

e Adli yardima erisebilen kadinlarla ilgili
gostergeler nasil olusturulabilir?

e Kadinlarin adli yardima erisebilirlikleri
hakkinda neler yapilabilir?

e Kadinlara adli yardima basvurma ve adli
yardim siireci boyunca nasil bir destek
verilebilir?
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e What should be the institutional e Barolarin kadinlarin adli yardima
support provided by bar erisimleriyle ilgili saglayacaklari kurumsal
associations regarding women's destek nasil olmalidir?
access to legal aid? e Kadinlarla ilgili adli yardimda yer alacak

e What should be the standards avukatlarla ilgili getirilecek standartlar
for lawyers who will take part in neler olmalidir?
legal aid for women? o  Kiz cocuklariyla ilgili adli yardimda hangi

e What standards can be brought standartlar getirilebilir?

in legal aid for girls?

Break 15:00 Ara

15:15
3. What can be done to strengthen 3. Yerel dizeyde kadinlarin adli yardim, hukuki
multi-stakeholder partnerships to destek ve bilgiye erisimini saglamaya yonelik ¢ok
support women’s access to legal aid, . .

. . . paydash ortakliklari gelistirmek icin neler
assistance and information at local labilir? Yereld s T T Pl
level? What possibilities can be yapilabilir? Yerelde yeni is birligi alanlari kurabilme
explored to establish new ve bunlarin sirdirdlebilirligini saglayabilmek igin
collaborations and ensure their neler yapilabilir?
sustainability?

Ara/Break
Conclusions by rapporteur 16:30 Raportor tarafindan giin sonu 6zeti

Closing remarks Kapanis yorumlari




