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Afghanistan refugees in Velika Kladuša, Bosnia and Herzegovina  Photo by: Anadolu Agency
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and thrive. This leaves them unable to enjoy their rights, achieve their full potential or participate as full and equal members of society”. 
UNICEF, Children Living in Poverty: Overview of Definitions, Measurements and Policy (2006), 
https://www.unicef.org/socialpolicy/files/Children_Living_In_Poverty.pdf. 
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24 European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights, Age of Majority;  
25 See European Court of Human Rights, Guide on Article 14 of the European Convention on Human Rights and on Article 1 of the Protocol 
No. 12 to the Convention, Prohibition of discrimination, Updated on 31 August 2021.  
26 United Nations Children‘s Fund, Implementation Handbook for the Convention on the Rights of the Child, Fully Revised Edition, prepared 
for UNICEF by Rachel Hodgkin and Peter Newell, New York and Geneva, 2002, p. 19. 
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Republika Srpska No 37/2012, 90/2016, 94/2019 and 42/2020; 
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32 Ministry of Human Rights and Refugees, Combined Fifth and Sixth Report of Bosnia And Herzegovina on its Implementation of the 
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33 Law on Protection from Violence Within the Family of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Official Gazette of the Federation of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina No. 20/2013 and 75/2021; and Law on Protection of Family Violence of Republika Srpska, Official Gazette of 
Republika Srpska No. 102/12, 108/2013, 82/2015 and 84/2019; 
34 Official Gazette of Bosnia and Herzegovina  No. 18/2003 and 88/2007; https://www.paragraf.ba/propisi/bih/okvirni-zakon-o-osnovnom-
i-srednjem-obrazovanju-u-bosni-i-hercegovini.html 
35 Official Gazette of Republika Srpska No. 44/17, 31/18, 84/19, 63/20; ; https://www.vladars.net/sr-SP-
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zakon/ba/Zakon%20o%20obrazovanju%20u%20osnovnim%20i%20srednjim%20s--kolama/06B20-
20%20Zakon%20o%20obrazovanju%20u%20osnovnim%20i%20srednjim%20s--kolama%20u%20Brc--ko%20distriktu%20BiH%20-
%20prec--is--c-eni%20tekst.pdf;   



24 
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106/09, 39/16 – decision of the Constitutional Court of BiH, 110/16, 94/19 and 44/20; https://www.paragraf.ba/propisi/republika-
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postupku-federacije-bosne-i-hercegovine.html; Official Gazette of Brčko District of Bosnia and Herzegovina  No. 34/2013, 27/2014, 3/2019 
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Child wintess givinig testimony in front of empty court (image source: https://lawtimesjournal.in/can-a-child-testify/)
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47 Official Gazette of Bosnia and Herzegovina , No. 25/2009 – Amendment II; Article II (3); https://www.paragraf.ba/propisi/bih/ustav-
bosne-i-hercegovine.html;   
48 Constitution of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Article II Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms; The Annex includes among others the 
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(1966) and the Optional Protocols (1966 and 1989), International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (1966), Convention 
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (1979), Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment (1987), European Convention for the Prevention of Torture, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment (1987), Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989), International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant 
Workers and Members of Their Families (1990). 
49Article II. 1 and 2 of the Constitution of Bosnia and Herzegovina  – Human rights and international standards; Convention for the 
Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms (1950); https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list?module=treaty-
detail&treatynum=005;   
50 Known as the Dayton Peace Agreement, signed In Paris in 1995; 
51 World Vision & Stronger Voice for Children Network, Child Protection Index 2.0 in Bosnia and Herzegovina: Measuring Government 
Efforts to Protect Girls and Boys, 2019; https://www.wvi.org/sites/default/files/2019-
06/Child%20Protection%20Index%202.0%20for%20BiH_engl_0.pdf;  
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52 Ministry of Security of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Sector for Immigration, Bosnia and Herzegovina Migration Profile for 2017 and 2019, 
2020; http://www.msb.gov.ba/PDF/MIGRACIONI%20PROFIL_2017_%20HRV.pdf and https://dijaspora.mhrr.gov.ba/wp-
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54 Europe — Mixed Migration Flows to Europe, Quarterly Overview (July - September 2021) | Displacement (iom.int) 
55 Ministry of Security Sector for Immigration, Bosnia and Herzegovina Migration Profile 2019, 2020;  
56 Law on Aliens, Article 110;  
57 Law on Asylum, Article 32; Official Gazette of Bosnia and Herzegovina  No. 11/16 and 16/16;  
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58 http://msb.gov.ba/onama/default.aspx?id=1673&langTag=bs-BA;   
59 Official Gazette of Bosnia and Herzegovina  No. 6/14, Rulebook on the Functioning and House Rules of Refugee Reception Center 
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63 https://dijaspora.mhrr.gov.ba/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Migracijski-profil-Bosne-i-Hercegovine-za-2019.-godinu.pdf; 
64 IOM - UNHCR Interagency Coordination Meeting Minutes, December 2019, UN House, Sarajevo; 
65 Statistical records provided by NGO IFS-EMMAUS; 
66 Statistical overview/records by Service for Foreigners Affairs of Bosnia and Herzegovina from May 20, 2021 provided for purposes of 
this research; 
67 IOM - UNHCR Interagency Coordination Meeting Minutes, December 2019, UN House, Sarajevo; 
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https://www.unicef.org/bih/media/4971/file/Situation%20Analysis%20of%20Children%20in%20Bosnia%20and%20Herzegovina.pdf;   
70 KIIs1-4 and KIIs 8-10; 
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for purposes of labour exploitaton;  
72 UNICEF, Making the invisible visible, The identification of unaccompanied and separated girls in Bulgaria, Greece, Italy and Serbia, 
2020.  
73 “The Game” is a term migrants and refugees use to describe the practice of evading the Croatian (or other) police in their desperate 
and continuous attempts to cross the border to the European Union; European Union – Council of Europe Horizontal Facility Action  
“Preventing and Combatting Trafficking in Human Beings in Bosnia and Herzegovina”, Age assessment procedures, Round Table, 19 
May 2021 (online event).
74 V. Feltz (2015), Age Assessment for Unaccompanied Minors;  https://mdmeuroblog.files.wordpress.com/2014/01/age-determination-
def.pdf;    
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75 Ministry of Security of Bosnia and Herzegovina, State records of identified victims 2000-2019, 
http://msb.gov.ba/anti_trafficking/dokumenti/godisnji_izvjestaj/Archive.aspx?langTag=bs-BA&template_id=104&pageIndex=1;  
76 As per state records for the period 2005-2019 there  are no offficial statistical records on the number of child victims of human trafficking 
for the period 1999-2004; 
77 United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, Human Trafficking, 2011, accessed from http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/human-
trafficking/what-is-human-trafficking.html. 
78 Criminal Code of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Article 210a. Criminal Code of Brcka District, Article 207a and 207b. 
Criminal Code of Republika Srpska, Article 198a, 198b, 198v. 
79 Rulebook on the Protection of Foreign Victims of Human Trafficking in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Article 20(2);  
80 Ibid ; 
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82 Council of Europe Committee of Ministers, Council of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings, Explanatory 
report, CM(2005)32 Addendum 2 final, 3 May 2005, par. 148. 
83  Council of Europe Convention on Action Against Trafficking in Human Beings, Article 13.  
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Mechanisms, Joining efforts to protect the rights of trafficked persons, A practical handbook, OSCE/ODIHR, Warsaw, 2004, accessed 
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89 Ministry of Security of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Guidelines for Centres for Social Work on the Treatment of Victims of Trafficking in 
Persons; Catholic Relief Services, 2010; http://www.msb.gov.ba/anti_trafficking/dokumenti/prirucnici/?id=5318;  
90 Official Gazette of Bosnia and Herzegovina No. 33/04 and 79/16; 
http://msb.gov.ba/PDF/Pravilnik_o_zastiti_stranaca_zrtava_trgovine_ljudima_B03112016.pdf; ; 
91 Official Gazette of Bosnia and Herzegovina  66/07; http://www.podaci.net/_gBiH/propis/Pravila_o_zastiti/O-upzzsz02v0766.html;  ;  
92 Article 3(f) of the Rulebook and Article 3 of the Rules; 



35 
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Box 5: Examples of practice from other European countries 
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happen during the assessment, how the medical examination will be carried out, as well as the 
consequences of age assessment. It explains also what kind of documentation could be considered as 
proof of age.  
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that his or her age is to be assessed through social and medical evaluation. The child shall be informed 
about the type of assessment that he or she shall undergo, about the possible outcomes and 
consequences and about the possibility to refuse undergoing such exams. The child has to be 
informed in a language that he or she understands and, where necessary, with the aid of a cultural 
mediator and with due regard to his or her level of maturity and literacy. The information is also 

provided to the child’s guardian.156
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age assessment for children in migration. The video is available in many different languages: English, 
French, Portuguese and Spanish, as well as Arabic, Bambara, Dari, Moroccan Arabic, Pashto, Punjabi, 
Somali, Tigrinya, and Wolof. In addition, a child-friendly leaflet is available to provide information in 

English and French on the rights of the child in the age assessment procedure.157
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➢

➢

➢ Development of a model procedure for age assessment of children in migration:

Reform the Law on Aliens to reflect the principle of the presumption of minor age in 
relation to migrant and refugee children whose age is in doubt

Develop a legal or policy framework to regulate the age assessment procedure in 
accordance with international and European standards, the rights of the child and the 
principle of the best interests of the child
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INTERNATONAL ORGANISATIONS:
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The Council of Europe is the continent's 
leading human rights organisation. It 
comprises 46 member states, including all 
members of the European Union. All 
Council of Europe member states have 
signed up to the European Convention on 
Human Rights, a treaty designed to protect 
human rights, democracy and the rule of 
law. The European Court of Human Rights 
oversees the implementation of the 
Convention in the member states.
www.coe.int
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