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Strasbourg, 13 December 2023 

CEPEJ(2023)18PROV 

 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION FOR THE EFFICIENCY OF JUSTICE 

(CEPEJ) 
 

41st plenary meeting 
 

4 and 5 December 2023 
 

(Strasbourg, France) 
 

Abridged project report 
 

A. FOREWORD 
 
The European Commission for the Efficiency of Justice (CEPEJ) of the Council of Europe held 
its 41st plenary meeting in Strasbourg (France) on 4 and 5 December 2023. The meeting was 
chaired by Mr. Francesco DEPASQUALE (Malta), President of the CEPEJ. 
 
The meeting was opened by Christophe POIREL, Director of the Human Rights Directorate, 
who recalled the main work to be examined during this meeting. 
 
The agenda and the list of participants are appended. 
 
The meeting started with a panel discussion and presentations of Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
Systems applied in the field of justice. 
 
The meeting began with a Study session on Artificial intelligence (AI) in the service of justice. 
The CEPEJ took this opportunity to thank Mr. Marek Świerczyński (Poland), Professor of Law, 
Member of the CEPEJ Artificial Intelligence Advisory Board (AIAB) for moderating this session. 
The CEPEJ also thanked Mr. Jan Spoenle (Germany), Judge at the Stuttgart Court of Appeal, 
Member of the CEPEJ Pilot Courts Network, who spoke about AI support for the processing 
of mass trials, Mr Pedro Alexandre Monteiro Almeida (Portugal), European Affairs 
Coordinator, Portuguese Ministry of Justice, Member of CEPEJ-GT-CYBERJUST who spoke 
about Generative AI for a practical guide to access to justice, Mr. Jacques Bühler 
(Switzerland), Deputy Secretary General of the Swiss Federal Supreme Court, member of the 
CEPEJ and the CEPEJ European e-Justice Network who spoke about anonymisation of Court 
decisions through AI, and Javier Hernández (Spain), Deputy Director General for Digital 
Transformation, Ministry of Justice who spoke about machine learning applied to judicial 
hearings, for the high quality of their presentations. 
 
 
 
 

B. LIST OF ITEMS DISCUSSED AND DECISIONS TAKEN BY THE CEPEJ 
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The CEPEJ: 
 

1. Recent developments in the field of justice in the Member and Observer States 
 

▪ took note of the information provided by delegations of Austria, Azerbaijan, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Georgia, Hungary, Republic of Moldova, the Netherlands, North 
Macedonia, Slovak Republic, and Ukraine on a number of significant developments in their 
countries since June 2023. 
 

2. Evaluation of judicial systems  
 

▪ took note of the information concerning the preparation of the next CEPEJ Evaluation Report 
"European judicial systems" (Edition 2024, 2022 data) and notably of the structure of the report 
and the timetable of its preparation, took note of the work in progress within the Working 
Group on Evaluation (CEPEJ-GT-EVAL) to increase the support provided to CEPEJ national 
correspondents and to further improve the visibility of the report, reminded its members to 
ensure that the national correspondents respect the deadlines for data collection and to 
especially avoid changes in the data used for standardisation (GDP, number of inhabitants) 
after 1 June 2024;  
 

▪ encouraged delegations to contact the Secretariat with a view to organising peer reviews or 
specific missions to support the collection and quality control of data for the next cycle; 
 

▪ welcomed the continued cooperation with the European Commission, on the basis of the 
CEPEJ's own evaluation methodology, on: (i) an annual study on the functioning of the judicial 
systems in the EU member states, (ii) the annual evaluation of the functioning of the judicial 
systems in the beneficiaries of the Western Balkans (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Kosovo*, North Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia), (iii) the annual evaluation of the 
functioning of judicial systems in the “Eastern Partnership” countries (Armenia, Azerbaijan, 
Georgia, Republic of Moldova, Ukraine), took note of the on-going discussions concerning 
the possible transfer of certain data collected from CEPEJ to EUROSTAT and entrusted the 
CEPEJ-GT-EVAL with the task of continuing this co-operation, which reinforces the 
preeminent role of the CEPEJ in the field of evaluation of justice, as well as the synergies 
between the European Union and the Council of Europe in this field. 
 

3. Joint work CEPEJ-GT-QUAL / CEPEJ-GT-CYBERJUST on artificial intelligence 
 

▪ took note of the progress in the implementation of the "Revised Roadmap to ensure the 
appropriate follow-up of the CEPEJ European Ethical Charter on the use of artificial 
intelligence in judicial systems and their environment"1 and in particular of the work of the 
CEPEJ Artificial Intelligence Advisory Board (AIAB), the finalisation of the work on the 
operationalisation of the CEPEJ Charter (see also item 4 below) and the progressive 
establishment of the Resource Centre on Cyberjustice and Artificial Intelligence, and invited 
its members to submit information on relevant cyberjustice and artificial intelligence systems 
via a dedicated online form on the webpage of the Resource Centre. 
 

 

 
4. Quality of justice 

 
* This designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion 
on the Kosovo Declaration of Independence. 
1 CEPEJ(2021)16 
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▪ adopted the "Assessment tool for the operationalization of the “European Ethical Charter on 

the use of artificial intelligence in judicial systems and their environment"2 and invited the 
CEPEJ Secretariat to organise a test by applying it to an Artificial Intelligence system in order 
to further promote the Charter and its operationalization, and thus contribute to the responsible 
development of Artificial Intelligence applications in judicial systems;  
 

▪ took note of the document "How to evaluate the quality of judges' work: a comparative 
analysis"3, which will serve as a basis for the development of guidelines in this area, possibly 
finalised before the next plenary meeting. 
 

5. Judicial time management  
 

▪ adopted the “Report on case weighting in public prosecution services”4;  
 

▪ adopted “the Concept note on the database on backlog reduction practices”5; 
 

▪ took note of the work in progress on the tool to analyse the length of the steps of the civil 
procedure6.  
 

6. Cyberjustice and artificial intelligence  
 

▪ adopted the “Guidelines on online Alternative Dispute Resolution”7; 
 

▪ took note of the activities of the European Cyberjustice Network (ECN) currently composed 
of 87 members and 37 observers, and welcomed the opening of its thematic webinars to the 
CEPEJ Network of Pilot Courts and the CEPEJ members. 
 

7. CEPEJ co-operation programmes  
 

▪ took note of the ongoing activities, achievements and next steps of the cooperation 
programmes presented in the synthesis document8 and the presentation by project 
coordinators and managers concerning Albania, Azerbaijan, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, 
Georgia, Kosovo*, Latvia, Malta, Republic of Moldova, Tunisia and the South Programme V, 
as well as of a brief presentation of a future programme with Morocco that should start 
beginning of 2024; 
 

▪ took note of the call for expressions of interest to be launched by the Secretariat mid-
December for the pool of experts for cooperation programs, for which the deadline for 
applications is 31 January 2024. 
 

8. Development of online training modules on CEPEJ tools  
 

▪ welcomed the finalisation of the HELP-CEPEJ course on “Quality of justice: the work of the 
CEPEJ” that is available on the HELP (Human Rights Education for Legal Professionals) 
platform of online training courses and includes different modules in the fields of quality of 

 
2 CEPEJ(2023)16final 
3 CEPEJ-GT-QUAL(2023)11PROV2 
4 CEPEJ(2023)14 
5 CEPEJ(2023)15 
6 CEPEJ-SATURN(2023)11 
7 CEPEJ(2023)19 
8 CEPEJ-COOP(2023)2 
* This designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion 
on the Kosovo Declaration of Independence. 
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justice, evaluation of judicial systems, cyberjustice and Artificial Intelligence, mediation and 
judicial time management; 
 

▪ thanked Eva Pastrana, Head of the Council of Europe's Justice and Human Rights Training 
Division, for her presentation of the HELP platform's work and for her collaboration throughout 
the preparation of the CEPEJ course. 
 

9. Preparation of the CEPEJ Activity programme 2024-2025 
 

▪ adopted the CEPEJ 2024-2025 Activity Programme9 and agreed to submit it to the Committee 
of Ministers to take note of it;  
 

▪ entrusted its Bureau to appoint its working groups members on the basis of the proposals 
presented by the members of the CEPEJ and sent to the CEPEJ Secretariat before 6 January 
2024.  
 

10. Crystal Scales of Justice Prize 
 

▪ thanked the French Ministry of Justice for the excellent organisation of the Award Ceremony 
of the Crystal Scales of Justice Prize in Paris on 4th October 2023;  
 

▪ thanked Ms Sonya Djemni Wagner, Chair of the jury of this Prize and member of the Bureau 
of the CEPEJ, as well as the members of the jury for their valuable commitment and the added 
value of their analysis;  
 

▪ welcomed the quality of the initiatives received by the Secretariat and encouraged the 
member States to promote them;  
 

▪ congratulated the winner of the 2023 edition of the Crystal Scales of Justice Prize: "« Kids in 
Court Game  (KiCGame)”  presented by the Cyprus Judicial Training School and “Hope For 
Children” CRC Policy Center (Cyprus), and also the institutions which received a special 
mention: “Facility Dogs Europe – FYDO” (Victim Support Europe, Belgium, France, Italy) and 
“Civil and criminal chamber specialised in environmental and urbanism matters” (Court of 
appeal of Mons, Belgium) and thanked them for their detailed presentations. 
 

▪ took note of the launch of the 3rd Crystal Scales of Justice Prize – Junior Edition. 
 

11. Observers and participants 
 

▪ took note of the information provided by the observers: the European Expertise and European 
Institute (EEEI), the International Union of Judicial Officers (UIHJ), the European Union of 
Rechtspfleger and court clerks (EUR) and the Council of the European Bars and Law Societies 
(CCBE); 
 

▪ took note of the information provided by the European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development (EBRD) and Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) 
in the field of justice. 
 

12. Relations between CEPEJ and other Council of Europe Bodies 
 

▪ thanked the President of the Consultative Council of European Prosecutors (CCPE) and the 
Secretariat of the Consultative Council of European Judges (CCJE) for their presentation of 

 
9 CEPEJ(2023)13PROV7 

https://rm.coe.int/kids-in-court-psychoeducational-tool-2-cyprus/1680accd2e
https://rm.coe.int/kids-in-court-psychoeducational-tool-2-cyprus/1680accd2e
https://rm.coe.int/ppt-belgium-france-italy-fydo-cristal-2023/1680accd2c
https://rm.coe.int/ppt-belgium-crystal-2023/1680accd2b
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the ongoing work within both Councils and their proposals to consolidate the coordination and 
co-operation with the CEPEJ. 
 

13. Other items  
 

▪ took note that the 42d plenary meeting of the CEPEJ will take place in Strasbourg, on 18 and 
19 June 2024, and that all the dates of the other CEPEJ meetings are indicated in the calendar 
which is on the CEPEJ website. 
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Annex I : Agenda 
 

Meeting with simultaneous French-English interpretation 
The order of business can be different than the order of the items in the agenda 

 
 

December 4 morning (9:30am - 12:00pm):  Study session on "Artificial intelligence 
in the service of justice - concrete examples of implementation". 
 
December 4 afternoon (4:30 - 5:30 pm): Presentation of the Crystal Scale of 
justice award initiatives 

 

 
Documents preceded by the sign  are submitted for examination by the CEPEJ in 

view of their adoption. 
 

No document will be distributed at the meeting 
 
The working documents are available, in restricted access, on the CEPEJ 
collaborative workspace which is regularly updated. You can access this space by 
logging in with your email address and the password you have been given. If you encounter 
any problem of access or for any other information, please contact: Sandrine.lutz@coe.int   

 

 
1 

 
OPENING OF 

THE MEETING  

 
➢ Introduction by Christophe Poirel, Director of 

Human Rights  
 

 
BACKGROUND DOCUMENT 
 
Draft agenda of the 41st 
CEPEJ plenary meeting 
 

➢ Adoption of the agenda and other information 
 

 
2 

 
WORKSHOP 

SESSION  

 
➢ "Artificial intelligence (AI) in the service of 

justice - concrete examples of 
implementation" 
 

Moderator: Marek Świerczyński (Poland), 
Professor of law, Member of the CEPEJ Artificial 
Intelligence Advisory Board (AIAB) 

 
 AI support for the processing of mass 

trials  
Speaker: Jan Spoenle (Germany), Judge, Appeal 
Court of Stuttgart, Member of the CEPEJ Pilot 
Court Network  

 
 Generative AI for a practical guide to 

access to justice (GPJ)  
Speaker: Pedro Alexandre Monteiro Almeida 
(Portugal), Head, International Cooperation Unit, 
Ministry of Justice of Portugal, Member of the 
CEPEJ-GT-CYBERJUST  

 
 Anonymisation of Court decisions 

through AI (ANOM)   
Speaker: Jacques Bühler (Switzerland), Deputy 
Secretary General of the Swiss Federal Tribunal, 

 

https://cs.coe.int/team21/cepej_forums/CEPEJ%20Plenary/Forms/AllItems.aspx
https://cs.coe.int/team21/cepej_forums/CEPEJ%20Plenary/Forms/AllItems.aspx
mailto:Sandrine.lutz@coe.int
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Member of the CEPEJ and of the CEPEJ 
European Cyberjustice Network  

 
 Voice to text, machine learning applied to 

judicial hearings  
Speaker: Javier Hernández (Spain), Deputy 
Director General for Digital Transformation, 
Ministry of Justice  

 

3 RECENT 

DEVELOPMENT 

IN THE FIELD 

OF JUSTICE IN 

MEMBER AND 

OBSERVERS 

STATES 
 

➢ Delegations are invited to inform the CEPEJ of 
significant developments in their country since 
June 2023 - Interventions limited to 3 minutes 

 

 
4 

 
EVALUATION 

OF JUDICIAL 

SYSTEMS 

(CEPEJ-GT-
EVAL) 

 
➢ Presentation of the ongoing work by Jaša 

VRABEC (Slovenia), President of the CEPEJ-
GT-EVAL 

 

 
BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS 
 
Scheme for evaluating 
European judicial systems 
– 2024 cycle 
CEPEJ(2022)9rev1 
 
Explanatory note to the 
Evaluation scheme – 
2024 cycle 
CEPEJ(2023)2 
 
45th meeting report of the 
CEPEJ-GT-EVAL 
CEPEJ-GT-
EVAL(2023)11 

 2024 evaluation cycle (2022 data) – 
Preparation of the CEPEJ Evaluation 
report on European judicial systems 

 
 Data collection support and peer 

evaluation  
 

 Use and dissemination of the Report 
 

    Cooperation with the European Union 
 

➢ Study on the functioning of judicial systems in 
the member States of the European Union (EU 
Justice Scoreboard)  
 

➢ Eurostat data 

 

➢ Dashboard Western Balkans  
 
➢ Justice Dashboard Eap (Eastern Partnership 

countries)  
 

 
5 

 
JOINT WORK 

ON ARTIFICIAL 

INTELLIGENCE  
(CEPEJ-GT-
QUAL/CEPEJ-
GT-
CYBERJUST)  
 

 
➢ Presentation of the ongoing work by Maria 

Giuliana CIVININI (Italy), President of the 
CEPEJ-GT-CYBERJUST 

 
 Resource Centre on Cyberjustice and 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
 

 Artificial Intelligence Advisory Body (AIAB) 
 

 
BACKGROUND DOCUMENT 
 
Link to the Resource 
Center 
 
Report of the 4th AIAB 
meeting 
CEPEJ-AIAB(2023)3Rev1 
 

https://www.coe.int/fr/web/cepej/resource-centre-on-cyberjustice-and-ai
https://www.coe.int/fr/web/cepej/resource-centre-on-cyberjustice-and-ai
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 Report of the 5th AIAB 
meeting 
CEPEJ-AIAB(2023)4Rev1 
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QUALITY OF 

JUSTICE  
(CEPEJ-GT-
QUAL)  

 
➢ Presentation of the ongoing work by Joao 

Arsenio de OLIVEIRA (Portugal), President of 
the CEPEJ-GT-QUAL  

 
 Follow-up to the European Ethical Charter 
on the use of artificial intelligence in 
judicial systems and their environment: 
Assessment tool for the operationalisation 
of the AI Ethical Charter 
 

 How to assess the quality of the work of 
judges: comparative analysis 

 
WORKING DOCUMENTS 
  
 Assessment tool for the 
operationalisation of  the 
AI Ethical Charter  
CEPEJ(2023)16PROV1 
 
How to assess the quality 
of the work of judges: 
comparative analysis 
CEPEJ-GT-
QUAL(2023)11PROV2  
 
REFERENCE DOCUMENT 
Report of the 35th 
meeting of the CEPEJ-
GT-QUAL 
CEPEJ-GT-
QUAL(2023)15  
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JUDICIAL TIME 

MANAGEMENT 

(CEPEJ-
SATURN) 

 
➢ Presentation of the ongoing work by 

Giacomo OBERTO (Italy), President of the 
CEPEJ-SATURN 

 
 Case weighting in public prosecution 

services 
 

 Database on backlog reduction practices 
 
 Tool to analyse the different timeframes 

according  
             to the stages of the procedure 

 
 Follow-up to the adoption of the Backlog 

Reduction  
    Tool  

 
WORKING DOCUMENTS 
 
 Draft report on case 
weighting in public 
prosecution services  
CEPEJ(2023)14 
 
 Concept Note on the 
database on backlog 
reduction practices  
CEPEJ(2023)15 
 
Concept note: “Which way 
forward for the tool to 
analyse the length of the 
steps of the civil 
procedure?” 
CEPEJ-SATURN(2023)11 
 
REFERENCE DOCUMENT  
Report of the 35th meeting  
CEPEJ-SATURN(2023)14 
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CYBERJUSTICE 

AND 

ARTIFICIAL 

INTELLIGENCE 

 
➢ Presentation of the ongoing work by Maria-

Giuliana CIVININI (Italy), President of the 
CEPEJ-GT-CYBERJUST 

 

 
WORKING DOCUMENTS 
 
 Draft guidelines on online 
alternative dispute 
resolution  
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(CEPEJ-GT-
CYBERJUST) 
 

 Draft guidelines on online alternative 
dispute resolution  

 

CEPEJ-GT-
CYBERJUST(2023)3Rev5 
 
Report of the 9th meeting 
CEPEJ-GT-
CYBERJUST(2023)6Rev1 
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COOPERATION 

ACTIVITIES OF 

THE CEPEJ 

 
➢ Presentation of the current and future co-

operation activities by project coordinators 
and/or managers 

 
 

 
WORKING DOCUMENT 
 
Status of implementation 
of CEPEJ cooperation 
programs 
CEPEJ-COOP(2023)2  
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DEVELOPMENT 

OF ONLINE 

TRAINING 

MODULES ON 

CEPEJ TOOLS 

 
➢ Presentation of the course by Eva 

KONECNA and Eva PASTRANA 
 
 Discussion 

  
WORKING DOCUMENT 
 
Training course on HELP 
on the CEPEJ: Quality of 
justice: the work of the 
CEPEJ 
 
General information   
(English only) 
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CEPEJ 

PROGRAM OF 

ACTIVITIES 

2024-2025 

 
➢ Presentation of the CEPEJ's draft 

programme of activities for the next two 
years by Francesco DEPASQUALE, 
President of the CEPEJ 
 

 Discussion on possible topics and tools to 
be developed by the CEPEJ for the period 
2024-2025 

 

 
WORKING DOCUMENT 
 
 CEPEJ activity program 
for 2024-2025 (including 
CEPEJ working group 
mandates) 
CEPEJ(2023)13 
 
 
REFERENCE DOCUMENT  

 
Plan d'action de la CEPEJ 
2022 - 2025 
« La digitalisation pour une 
meilleure justice » 
 

 
12 

 
CRYSTAL 

SCALES OF 

JUSTICE PRIZE 

 
➢ Presentation of the 2023 Edition of the 

Crystal Scales of Justice by the awarded 
teams 
 

 Crystal Scales Award: "Kids in Court 
Game - KICGame" (Cyprus) 
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  Special Mention: "Chambre civile et 
pénale spécialisée en matière 
d'environnement et d'urbanisme" 
(Belgium) 

 
  Special mention: "Facility Dogs 
Europe - FYDO" (Belgium/France/Italy) 

 
➢ Launch of the 2024 Edition of the Crystal 

Scales of Justice Junior Edition 
 

 
13 

 
OBSERVERS  

 
Observers to the CEPEJ have the possibility to 
make an oral presentation of their current activities 
of interest to the CEPEJ and/or to submit written 
information to the Secretariat, which will share it 
during the meeting. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
14 

 
RELATIONS 

BETWEEN 

CEPEJ AND 

OTHER 

COUNCIL OF 

EUROPE 

BODIES  
 

 
Presentation of work in progress at the 
Consultative Council of European Judges (CCJE) 
and the Consultative Council of European 
Prosecutors (CCPE) 
 

 

 
15 

 
OTHER ITEMS  

 
2024 Meeting Calendar 
 

 
REFERENCE DOCUMENT  
 
Meeting Calendar 
 

 
INFORMATION DOCUMENT  

 
Abridged Report of the 40th meeting of the CEPEJ 

CEPEJ(2023)12 
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Annex II : List of participants 

Public list of participants / Liste des participants publique 

CEPEJ MEMBERS / MEMBRES DE LA CEPEJ 

 

ALBANIA/ALBANIE  

NOT CONFIRMED 

ANDORRA/ANDORRE  

NOT CONFIRMED 

ARMENIA/ARMENIE 

NOT CONFIRMED 

AUSTRIA/AUTRICHE 

Georg STAWA, Counsellor for Southeast Europe, Federal Ministry of Justice, Austrian 

Embassy BELGRADE  

AZERBAIJAN/AZERBAÏDJAN  
Mubariz AKBAROV, President, Baku Court of Appeal, BAKU  

Ramin GARAGURBANLI, Judge of Baku Court of Appeal, Head of World Bank funded 

Judicial Modernization Project, BAKU  

BELGIUM/BELGIQUE  

Jean-Paul JANSSENS, Président du Comité de direction, Service Public Fédéral Justice, 

BRUXELLES  

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA/BOSNIE-HERZÉGOVINE 

Svjetlana MILISIC-VELICKOVSKI, Judge, Supreme Court, SARAJEVO  

BULGARIA/BULGARIE   

Ekaterina TODOROVA, Chief Expert, International Legal Cooperation and European Affairs 

Directorate, Ministry of Justice, SOFIA  

CROATIA/CROATIE  

Ivan CRNČEC, Advisor to the Minister, Ministry of Justice and Public Administration, ZAGREB  

CYPRUS / CHYPRE 

NOT CONFIRMED 

CZECH REPUBLIC/REPUBLIQUE TCHEQUE  

Ivana BORZOVÁ, Head of Department of Civil Supervision, Ministry of Justice, PRAGUE  

DENMARK/DANEMARK 

Merethe ECKHARDT, Director, Danish Court Administration, COPENHAGEN  

Souad BOURRID, International coordinator, Danish Court Administration, COPENHAGEN  
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ESTONIA/ESTONIE  

Eneli KIVI, Adviser, Courts division, Judicial Administration Policy Department, Ministry of 

Justice, TALLINN  

FINLAND/FINLANDE   

NOT CONFIRMED 

FRANCE  

Sonya DJEMNI-WAGNER, Avocate générale à la Cour de Cassation, PARIS  

GEORGIA/GÉORGIE  

Ketevan TSINTSADZE, Judge (Honorable Ms Justice), Supreme Court, TBILISI  

GERMANY / ALLEMAGNE    

Andrea SCHULZ, Head of unit, International Civil Procedure Law, Arbitration Federal Ministry 

of Justice, BERLIN  

Léa BERNAUER, Magistrate, Office for European Law, International Private Law and 

International Civil Procedure, Judicial Assistance and Notary, Ministry of Justice and 

Migration, Baden-Württemberg, STUTTGUART  

GREECE/GRÈCE   
Konstantinos KOUSSOULIS, Councilor, Hellenic Council of State, ATHENS  

HUNGARY/HONGRIE 

Judit GYARMATHY, Judge, Secretary General, the Curia of Hungary (Supreme Judicial Forum  

ICELAND/SLANDE  

Kristin HARALDSOTTIR, Director, the Judicial Administration, Dómstólasýslan, REYKJAVIK  

IRELAND/IRLANDE   

Liam COHEN, Head of Access to Justice, Regulation and Reform Unit, Department of Justice, 

DUBLIN     

ITALY/ITALIE 

Giuliana PALUMBO, Chief Executive Officer, Directorate of Statistics and Organizational 

Analyses, Ministry of Justice, ROME  

LATVIA/LETTONIE 

Aija BRANTA, Judge, Supreme Court, RIGA, Apologised / Excusée 

Agnija KARLSONE–DJOMKINA, Head of Division for international cooperation and 

analytics, the Court Administration, RIGA  

LIECHTENSTEIN 

NOT CONFIRMED 

LITHUANIA/LITUANIE  

Egidija TAMOŠIŪNIENĖ, Judge of Civil Cases Division, Court of Appeal of Lithuania, VILNIUS  
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LUXEMBOURG  

Tom HANSEN, Attached (Legal Counsel) to the Directorate responsible for relations with the 

Judiciary and legal professions at the Ministry of Justice of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, 

LUXEMBOURG  

MALTA/MALTE 

Francesco DEPASQUALE, The Honourable Mr Justice, Superior Courts, Ministry of Justice 

and Home Affairs VALETTA, President of the CEPEJ / Président de la CEPEJ 

Leonard CARUANA, Hon. Magistrate, Ministry of Justice, VALETTA  

Joanne BATTISTINO, Senior Manager, Ministry of Justice and Home Affairs, The Law Courts, 

VALETTA 

Johan GALEA, Permanent Secretary, Ministry for Justice, VALETTA 

REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA / REPUBLIQUE DE MOLDOVA 

Sorin POPESCU, Director, Agency for Court Administration, CHISINAU  

Ion GUZUN, Member of the Superior Council of Magistracy, CHISINAU  

MONACO 

Sébastien BIANCHERI, Conseiller, Secrétaire du Conseil d’Etat, Cour d’Appel, MONACO  

MONTENEGRO 

Momir JAUKOVIC, Directorate for Judiciary, Ministry of Justice, PODGORICA, Apologised / 

Excusé 

NETHERLANDS/PAYS-BAS 

Jeannette VERSPUI, Head of the Strategic department, senior judge, Ministry of Justice, THE 

HAGUE  

NORTH MACEDONIA / MACEDOINE DU NORD    

Nikola PROKOPENKO, State counselor, Ministry of Justice, SKOPJE  

NORWAY/NORVÈGE  

Iwar ARNSTAD, Head of International secretariat, Norwegian Courts Administration, OSLO  

POLAND/POLOGNE 

Michał DĄBROWSKI, Judge, Main expert in the Department of Courts, Organisation and 

Judicial Analyses, Ministry of Justice, WARSAW 

PORTUGAL   

João ARSENIO DE OLIVEIRA, Head of Department, International Affairs Department, 

Directorate General for Justice Policy, Ministry of Justice, LISBON  

ROMANIA/ROUMANIE  

Carmen GEORGESCU, Legal counselor, Department for Drafting Normative Acts, Ministry of 

Justice, BUCAREST 
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SAN MARINO/ SAINT-MARIN 

NOT CONFIRMED 

SERBIA/SERBIE 

Jelena DERETIC, Ministry of Justice, BELGRADE, Apologised / Excusée 

SLOVAK REPUBLIC/RÉPUBLIQUE SLOVAQUE   

Zuzana SCHURER PIOVARČIOVÁ, General director of the Economics section, Consultant of 

the Analytical Unit, Ministry of Justice, BRATISLAVA  

SLOVENIA /SLOVENIE 

NOT CONFIRMED 

SPAIN/ESPAGNE  

María José CHÁVARRI IZU, Advisor to the General Directorate of International Legal 

Cooperation and Human Rights, Ministry of Justice of Spain, MADRID  

SWEDEN/SUÈDE  

Björn LINDÉN, Swedish National Courts Administration, STOCKHOLM  

SWITZERLAND/SUISSE  

Jacques BÜHLER, Deputy Secretary General, the Swiss Federal Tribunal, LAUSANNE  

TÜRKİYE 

Seçkin KOÇER, Judge and Head of Department, General Directorate for Strategy 

Development, Ministry of Justice, ANKARA  

UKRAINE  
Oleksandra YANOVSKA, Judge of the Supreme Court, KIEV  
 
UNITED KINGDOM/ROYAUME-UNI    

Edward WAGSTAFF, Deputy Director, Business Strategy, HMCTS 102 Petty France, 

Westminster, LONDON 

*** 

WORKING GROUPS OF THE CEPEJ / GROUPES DE TRAVAIL DE LA 
CEPEJ 

 

João ARSENIO DE OLIVEIRA, Head of Department, International Affairs Department, 

Directorate General for Justice Policy, Ministry of Justice, LISBON, PORTUGAL (Chair of the 

CEPEJ-GT-QUAL / Président du CEPEJ-GT-QUAL)  

Jaša VRABEC, Head of the Office for Court Management Development, Supreme Court, 

LJUBLJANA, SLOVENIA (Chair of the CEPEJ-GT-EVAL/ Président du CEPEJ-GT-EVAL)  

 

Giacomo OBERTO, Judge (retired),TURIN, (Chair of the CEPEJ-SATURN / Président du 

CEPEJ-SATURN)  
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Maria Giuliana CIVININI, Judge (retired), former President of the Tribunal of Pisa, ITALY, 

Chair of the CEPEJ-CYBERJUST / Présidente du CEPEJ-CYBERJUST) 

*** 

STUDY SESSION/ SESSION D’ETUDE 

Marek SWIERCZYNSKI, Professor of law, Member of the CEPEJ Artificial Intelligence 

Advisory Board (AIAB), WARSAW, POLAND  

Jan SPOENLE, Judge, Stuttgart Court of Appeal, Member of the CEPEJ Pilot Court Network, 

STUTTGART, GERMANY  

Pedro Alexandre MONNTEIRO ALMEIDA, European Affairs Coordinator, Ministry of Justice, 

Member of the CEPEJ-GT-CYBERJUST, LISBON, PORTUGAL  

Jacques BÜHLER, Deputy Secretary General, the Swiss Federal Tribunal, Member of the 

CEPEJ and of the CEPEJ European Cyberjustice Network, LAUSANNE, SUISSE  

Javier HERNANDEZ, Deputy Director General for Digital Transformation, Ministry of Justice, 

MADRID, SPAIN 

*** 

OBSERVER STATES / ÉTATS OBSERVATEURS 
ISRAEL / ISRAËL 

Gali AVIV, Director of the Israeli Courts Research Division, Supreme Court, JERUSALEM, 

Apologised / Excusée 

JAPAN / JAPON 

Tetsushi HIRANO, Mission manager, Consulate General of Japan in Strasbourg, FRANCE  

*** 

OBSERVERS / OBSERVATEURS 

COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN BARS AND LAW SOCIETIES / CONSEIL DES BARREAUX 

EUROPÉENS (CCBE)   

Simone CUOMO, Secretary General  

COUNCIL OF THE NOTARIAT OF THE EUROPEAN UNION (CNUE) / CONSEIL DES 

NOTARIATS DE L’UNION EUROPEENNE (CNUE)  

Geertjan SARNEEL, Notary, Notaris at Meijling & Sarneel Notarissen te Kapelle, THE 

NETHERLANDS  

Suzanne KRAEMER, Legal Adviser, Council of the Notariats of the European Union  

EUROPEAN UNION OF RECHTSPFLEGER AND COURT CLERKS / UNION EUROPÉENNE 
DES GREFFIERS DE JUSTICE (EUR) 
Jean-Jacques KUSTER, Président honoraire, STRASBOURG  
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EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION OF JUDGES (AEM-EAJ) / ASSOCIATION EUROPEENNE DES 
MAGISTRATS (AEM-EAJ) 
Giacomo OBERTO, Judge (retired), TURIN, (Chair of the CEPEJ-SATURN / Président du 

CEPEJ-SATURN) 

EUROPEAN EXPERTISE AND EUROPEAN INSTITUTE (EEEI) / INSTITUT EUROPEEN 

DE L’EXPERTISE ET DE L’EXPERT (EEEI)   

Etienne CLAES, Co-président  
 
Sascha DALEN GILHUIJS, Secrétaire générale  
 
INTERNATIONAL UNION OF JUDICIAL OFFICERS / UNION INTERNATIONALE DES 
HUISSIERS DE JUSTICE ET OFFICIERS JUDICIAIRES (UIHJ)  
Mathieu CHARDON, Secretary-General, Judicial Officer, PARIS, FRANCE  

Patrick GIELEN, Secretary of the Bureau, Judicial Officer, UCCLE, BELGIQUE  
 
OECD / OCDE 

Chloé LELIEVRE, Programme Lead & Policy Analyst, Justice Services - Public Governance, 

PARIS, FRANCE  

EUROPEAN BANK FOR RECONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT (EBRD) / BANQUE 

EUROPEENNE POUR LA RECONSTRUCTION ET LE DEVELOPPEMENT (BERD) 

Yulia SHAPOVALOVA, Principal Counsel, Legal Transitional Programme, European Bank for 

Reconstruction and Development  

Veronica BRADAUTANU, Principal Counsel, Legal Transitional Programme, European Bank 

for Reconstruction and Development  

Polina KAZAKEVYCH, Legal Consultant, European Bank for Reconstruction and Development  

ASSOCIATION OF EUROPEAN ADMINISTRATIVE JUDGES / ASSOCIATION DES JUGES 

ADMINISTRATIFS EUROPEENS 

Epameinondas TROULINOS, Apologised / Excusé 

WORLD BANK / BANQUE MONDIALE 

Srdjan SVIRCEV, Senior Public Sector Specialist, Equitable Growth, Finance and Institutions, 

Europe and Central Asia Region 

Klaus DEKER, Senior Public Sector Specialist 

*** 

INVITED DELEGATIONS / DELEGATIONS INVITEES  

AZERBAIJAN/AZERBAÏDJAN 

Nadir ADILOV, Chairman of the Board of the Mediation Council, BAKU  

Leyla BARKHUDARZADA, Group leader at the General Department of Services in the field 

of Justice of the Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Azerbaijan, BAKU  

ALBANIA/ ALBANIE 

Ardian DVORANI, President of Administrative Court of Appeal, TIRANA  
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Naurela LLAGAMI, Chair at the High Judicial Council of Albania, TIRANA  

EGYPT / EGYPTE  

Mohamed RASLAN, Judge, Vice-President of the Egyptian State Council, CAIRO  

GEORGIA / GEORGIE 

Akaki MAISURADZE, Manager of the Supreme court of Georgia, TBILISI 

Shota BICHIA, Judge at the Zugdidi district court, TBILISI  

KOSOVO 

Albulena UKA, Head of Division for Overseeing the Legality - Ministry of Justice of Kosovo*, 

PRISTINA  

LEBANON / LIBAN 

Carl IRANI, Judge at the Council of State, BEIRUT  

Youssef NASR, President of the 4th Chamber, Council of State, BEIRUT  

REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA / REPUBLIQUE DE MOLDOVA 

Vitalie STRATAN, Trainer at the National Institute of Justice and judge at Chisinau Court, 

CHISINAU  

*** 

AWARDED TEAM OF THE 2023 CRYSTAL SCALE OF JUSTICE PRIZE / ÉQUIPE 

LAURÉATE DU PRIX DE LA JUSTICE DE L'ÉCHELLE DE CRISTAL 2023 

Tania MASIA, Head of Children's House, "Hope For Children" CRC Policy Centre, Kids in 

Court Game – KICGame, Cyprus 

Philippe- David MORANDINI, Premier président de la Cour d'appel de Mons  

Aleksandra IVANKOVIC, Directrice adjointe, « Victim Support Europe », BRUXELLES  

Sabrina BELLUCI, With his dog Orphée, from « Viaduq67 », STRASBOURG  

 

*** 

NATIONAL SCHOOL OF MAGISTRATES – France / 

ECOLE NATIONALE DE LA MAGISTRATURE – France 

Audrey BERTHAULT, Juge d'Instruction, Tribunal judiciaire de Chalon Sur Saône, Cour 

d'Appel de DIJON 

Justine CHAMBON, Vice-Président chargé des fonctions de Juge de l'Application des 

Peines, Tribunal judiciaire de Bonneville, Cour d'Appel de CHAMBERY 

Marie DUFFOURC, Substitut, Tribunal judiciaire de Paris, Cour d'Appel de PARIS 

 
 This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the 
ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of Independence 
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Morgane EVANGHELOU, Substitut du Procureur Général, Cour d'Appel de Fort De France, 

Cour d'Appel de FORT DE France 

Astrid LAHL, Vice-Président chargé des fonctions de Juge des Enfants, Tribunal judiciaire 

de Saint Malo, Cour d'Appel de RENNES 

Elodie LANOE, Juge d'Instruction, Tribunal judiciaire de Evry, Cour d'Appel de PARIS 

Aurélie LENOIR, Vice-Président chargé des fonctions de juge des contentieux de la 

protection, Tribunal de proximité de Villeurbanne, Cour d'Appel de LYON 

Ghislaine GUILLOT – MORIZUR, Juge d'Application des Peines, Tribunal judiciaire de 

Evry, Cour d'Appel de PARIS 

Philippe OLIVIER, Substitut à l'Administration Centrale de la Justice, Administration 

centrale 

Claire PAILLASSOU, Substitut à l'Administration Centrale de la Justice, Administration 

centrale 

Cyril PAQUAUX, Premier Vice-Président chargé des fonctions de Juge d'Instruction, 

Tribunal judiciaire de Créteil, Cour d'Appel de PARIS 

Marie- Hélène PAUTHE, Avocat Général, Cour de Cassation PARIS 

Sophie PUIGREDO, Conseiller, Cour d'Appel de MONTPELLIER 

Gilles REVELLES, Conseiller, Cour d'Appel de PARIS 

Joséphine PIBAULT – SUSINI, Substitut à l'Administration Centrale de la Justice, 

Administration centrale 

*** 

COMMITTEE OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE / COMITE DU CONSEIL DE L’EUROPE 

EUROPEAN COMMITTEE ON LEGAL CO-OPERATION / COMITE EUROPÉEN DE 

COOPÉRATION JURIDIQUE (CDCJ) 

João ARSENIO DE OLIVEIRA, Head of Department, International Affairs Department, 

Directorate General for Justice Policy, Ministry of Justice, LISBON, PORTUGAL  

CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL OF EUROPEAN PROSECUTORS / CONSEIL CONSULTATIF 

DE PROCUREURS EUROPÉENS (CCPE) 

Jana ZEZULOVA, President of the CCPE, PRAGUE, CZECH REPUBLIC 

Antonio VERCHER NOGUERA, Deputy Attorney General for environmental matters, Fiscalia 

de medio ambiente y urbanismo, MADRID  

Artashes MELIKYAN, Secretary of the CCPE and CCJE, Council of Europe  
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*** 

SECRETARIAT 

DGI – Human Rights and Rule of Law – Division for the Independence and Efficiency of 
Justice 

DGI - Droits de l’Homme et Etat de droit – Division pour l’indépendance et l’efficacité 

de la justice 

 
E-mail: cepej@coe.int 

 

Christophe POIREL, Director, Directorate of Human Rights 

Muriel DECOT, Executive Secretary to the CEPEJ 

Christel SCHURRER, Deputy Secretary to the CEPEJ, Secretary to CEPEJ-GT-EVAL 

Clémence BOUQUEMONT, Deputy Secretary to the CEPEJ, Secretary to CEPEJ-GT-QUAL 

Eva KONECNA, Secretary to the CEPEJ-GT-SATURN 

Daniel SCHMIDT, Secretary to the CEPEJ-GT-CYBERJUST 

Milan NICOLIC, Co-Secretary to the CEPEJ-GT-SATURN, Administrator in CEPEJ-GT-EVAL 

Lidija NAUMOVSKA, Statistician 

Tony VILELA, Statistician 

Federica VIAPIANA, Administrator, Project Coordinator 

Daniela ZOL, Statistician 

Guergana LAZAROVA, Administrator 

Sabina STANCU, Legal officer 

Leonid ANTOHI, Project Coordinator 

Emmanuel BARON, Project Coordinator 

Jovana MATIC, Project Coordinator   

Anastasiia NOHOVITSYNA, Project Coordinator 

Moritz TAYLOR, Project Coordinator 

Sandrine LUTZ, Assistant  

Sara RADOVICKA, Assistant 

Iuliia, TKACHENCO, Assistant 

Laurela MUCA, Project Manager, Tirana, Albania 

Eglantina REKA, Project Assistant, Tirana, Albania  

Vafa ROVSHANOVA, Project Manager, Baku, Azerbaijan 

Shabnam MIRZAYEVA, Project Assistant, Baku, Azerbaijan 

mailto:cepej@coe.int
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Enes SEHIC, Project Manager, Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Lejla BEGOVIC, Project Assistant, Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Oxana GUTU, Project Manager EaP Dashboard, Tbilisi, Georgia 

Ushangi BAKHTADZE, Project Manager, Tbilisi, Georgia 

Tamar KATSITADZE, Project Assistant, Tbilisi, Georgia 

Stephanie LEFEUVRE, Project Manager, Pristina, Kosovo* 

Njomza CARKAXHIU, Project Assistant, Pristina, Kosovo* 

Ruslan GREBENCEA, Project Manager, Chisinau, Moldova  

Tatiana TRIBOLO, Project Assistant, Chisinau, Moldova 

Mr Giovanni TOTOZAFY, Magistrate, Continuing Education, E-learning, and Partnerships 

of the ENM, Intern at the CEPEJ 

*** 

INTERPRETERS / INTERPRÈTES 

Sylvie BOUX  

Didier JUNGLING  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


