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8 vesrs ago Hewss Ingusrt publicly took office as the highest

representative in Heolland of the men who had constitutad hinself
the Fiéhrer of Enrope.

“e ncme into the narrower frame, when we remember the memorable

day w@lso aboub & vears ago, when Mr. Churchill with full responsi-~
bility as the British Prime Minister offered the French common ci-
tizenship with the British, a really bold and great and inapiring
idea of statesmanship znd foresight, which has so far only reached
& very first stage of realisation in the Western Europeen Union as
concluded a few weeks ago. It may have seemed as if that great idea
had gone with the wind immediately after it had bteen ammounced
without having been asccepted., But that is not true. It went with the
wind, yes, but like 2 little seed that would have fallen down on
fertile soil and would germinate. Well, it has geminated and we
ourselves are proof of its rapid growth.

Muck more has been done by you, Mr. Churchill, to promote our joint
action for Buropean unity. You have activated, continually stimula-
ted and inspired us, also by yeur personal participation end de-
votion. That is why, high above considerations of »party politics,
we felt obliged to offer you the heonorary chairmanship of this
Congress.

L3

May I then invite you, Sir, to take the chkair and to address us.

Mr, WINSTOW CHURCEILL. Tet me first extend & warm welcome to all
who have come together here, and wish
them & fruitful resuld of their labours and discussions.

Since I spoke on this subject at Zurich in 1946, znd since our

Tritish United Zurope Movement was launched in January 1947, events
hnave carriad our affair beyond our expectations. This cause was
obviously either vital or merely academic., If it was academic, it
vould wither % the wavside; but if 1t was the vital need of Burope
and the world in this dark hour, then the spark would stert a fire
which would glow brighter and stronger in the hearts and minds of
men and women in meny lands. This is what has actually happened.

rest Governments have banded themselves together with all their

~executive power. The mighty vepudlic of the United States has es-

poused the Harshall Plen., Sixteen Buropean States aoxre now aEso-
ciated Tor economic purposes; five have entered into close econo-
mic and military relationship. We hope that this nucleus will soon
be joined by the peoples of ZJcandinavia, of the Therian neninsula,
g well as by Italy, who should now resune her full place in the
comity of nations. 411 who have worked and tried their best and
especially Ministers in responsible office - we must not lorget
what thesedifficulties are - like Mr. Bevin, M, Bideult, I4. Spaak,
and General Harshall asnd others have a right to feel.content with
the progress made and proud of what they have done, This is not a
movement of parties but a mowement of peoples. There is no roon
for jealousies.If there is rivalry of parties, let it be to see
which one will distinguish itself most for the common cause. No
one can suppose bthat Burope can be united on any parity or sectional
tesig, any more %han that any one nation can asseri an overweening
vredominance., It must be all for all., Burope can only he united by
the heart-felt wish and vehenecnt expression of the great majority
of 211 the peoples in all the parties in all the frecdgn-loving
countrics, no matter where they dwell or how they vete.!

Ve pneed not waste our time in disputes about who originated fthis
ides of United Burope. There are many valid modern patents, But we
mav 31l yield our pretensions to King Henry of Navarre, King of

I
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Trance, who, "ith his great Ministsr Sully, between the vears
100 ard 1507, laboured to set up a pormenent commititee repre-
senting the fifteen ~ now we are sixteen leading Christian Siates
of Turope. This bhody was to act as arbitrator on all guestions
cerning voligious confliet, national frontiers, internal
cisunrvancs, and common action against any danger from the Last,
which in those dave meant the Turks, Thig he called’ "The CGrand
Design". #e are the servants of the Grand Design.

o

i Congress as brought together leaders of thoughtv and action
irom 2l the Jree countries of Burowne, Statesmen of all p»oliti-
cal parties; leading figures from all the churches; eninent
writers, leaders of the professions, lawyers, chiefs of industry
and prominent irasde-unionists - are gathered here. In fact a repre
sentative grouping of all the most essential clements in the po-
Litical, industrial, cultural and spiritwal life of Burope is

assernnled in this ancient hall., And although everyons has been
iuvited in his individuel capacity, nevertheless the Congress,

and anv conclusions it may reach, may fairly claim to be the

voice of Burope, It is time indeed that that voice should he
raigsed upon the scene of chaos and grostration, caused by the
wrongs and htatreds of the past, and amid dengers which lie

about us in the present and cloud the fubure. We shall only save
ourselves from the perils which draw near by forgetting the
hatreds of the past, by letting national rancours and revenges
die, by progressively eifacing frentiers and barriers which
aggravate and congeal our divisions, and bv rejoicing together

in that glorious treasure of literature, of romance, of ethics,

of thought and toleration belonging to 2l1l, which is the true
inheritance of Zurepe, the expression of iis genius and honour,
but which by our guarrels, our follies, by our Ffearful wars and th
cruel and awiul deeds that spring from war and tyrants, we have
almost cast av

It dle iadead [ititing that this first Congress of Burope should
meat in Holland, which, with her neighbours of the Benelux group,
is already leadilng the way by her example, and for whose hospita-
lity and countenance we express our gratitude. Indesd Benelux
tat happy novel term is &t once a model and a pioneer Tor our
1Lurediate advance.

The movement Lor European Unily, as ouwr draft Report dsclares,must
be a positive force, deriving its strength from H>ur sense of com-
aon spiritual values. It is  a dynamic expression of denccratic
Taith based uporn moral conceptions and inspired by a sonce of
mission. In the centre of our movement stands a chariver of human
rights, grarded by freedom snd sustained by law. It is imvossible
‘to separate econcmics and defence fron genural wvolitical sitruc-
ture, Mutual aid ian the economic field and Joint military defen-
ce must inevitably be accompanied sten by step with a parallel
policy of closer political unity.

It is said with truth that this involves some sacriflice or mer-
ger of national sovereignty. I prefer to regard it as the gradual
agsumption by all the nations concerned of that lorger sovercianty
ek can aloune vwrotect their diverse snd distictive customs and
racteristics and their national traditions all of which under
slitarien systens, whether Fazi, Pascist, or Commumist, would
cortainly be blotted out forever,

tine ago I stated that it was the proud mission of the wvie-
nations to take the Germans by the hand and lzsad them back
¢ Buropesn family, and I rejoice that some of the most
dnent and powerful Prenchmen have spoken in this sense., To

robrild forone from its ruins and make its light shine Torth




L kA oa

e &

G aw e A &

-7 -

arain upon “the world, ve must first of all conguer ourgelves, It
is in this wey only thzt the sublime with its marvellous transimu-
tations of material things can be brought into our daily 1ife.

every one of us can give, I therefore welcome here the German
delegation, whom we have invited into our mids®. For us the German
probiem is to restore the economic 1life of Germsny and revive the
aneient fone of the Cermen race without thereby exposing their
neighbours and owrselves to any rebuilding or reassertion of their
military power. United Zurope provides the only solution %o this

Brnrope roouires all that Prenchmen, all that Germans and all that

two-sided problem and it is also a solution which can be implemen-—

ted

witheut delay.
{Applanse),

1% iz necessary for the executive governments of the sixteen
countries, asmociated for the purposes ol the Harshall Blan, fto
nake precise arrangements. These con apply at present only bo
what ig called Wastern Europe. In this we wish them well and will
pive them all loyal support; but our aim here is not confined %o
Jestern Burope. We seek nothing less than all Durope. Distinguis-
hed exiles from Czechoslevakia, almost all the Bastern Buropsan
nations, and alsc from Spain, are present among us, We aim at the
eventual pariticipation of all European peoples vhose society and
way of life are not in diwaccord with a charter of human rights
and the sincere expression of free democracy. We welcome any coun-
try where the people own the Govermments, and not the Government
the people,

£

{applause).

Tt is not the Tault of those vho are gathered here to-dav, nor of
the governments involved in the Marshall Plan or in the

h estern
Union, and least of all the fault of the United States, that the
unity of Furope cannot be at present complete., 411 the States of
the east and South-east of Zurope except Greece are constrained
to hold aloof from us and most of them ars not &llowed TO eXpress
themselves by Tree democratic electoral proceswes, Ve must aim
gt nobthing less $han the union of Iurope &s az whole, and we look
Torward with confidence to the day when this will be achieved.

I was anxious at first less the United States of America should
view with hostility the idea of a United States of Europe. Sut I
rajoice that the great Republic in its era of world-leadership
nae risen far above such meoods. We must 2ll be thankful as we sit
here that the nation called to the swnpit of the worlc by 1itis
moss, its energies and its power, has not been Iound lacking in
those gualities of greatness and nobility upon which the record
of famous States depends, Far from resenting the creation of
United Burope, the Americen people welcome and ardently sustain
the resurrection of what was called the 014 World, now found in
full partanership with the Hew,

(Applause),

Nothing that we do or plan here conflicts with the parancunt aun-
thority of a World Organisation of the United Nations. On the
contrary I have always believed, as I declared in the war, that

a Council of Europe was a subordinate but necessary part of the
vorld organiseition. I thought at that time, when I had great res-
ponsibility, that there should be several regional councils, au-
gust but subordinate, and that these should form the massive pil-
Tars upon which the world organisation would be founded in majesty




10

-8 -

and calm, This was the direcition in which my hovas and thought lay
three or four years ago. To take an example from the milltary

; Lele, with which our hard experiences have made us all faniliar,
¢ design for world government might have followed the sysvem

o

of three or more gsroups of armies - in this case armies of peace -
under one suprene headguarters, Thus I saw the vast Soviet Union
forming one of these great groups. The council of Europe inclu-
ding Grest Zritain linked with her Empire and Comaonwealth, would
be another. Thirdly there was the United States and her sisters
ro?u*‘lc in the Festbern Jemisphere with all their great spheresg of

rest and ind ¢aegoe. In the mind pietuwrewhich it was possible to
Teem as victory in Gie war becane Pc;tajn, there was the hope that
ach of theze three hulenuld groupings of States and navions -

1ose affairs of course would someiimes overlap, migat have
sehtled Ultfl; 1selve" g great nunber of differences and dif-
Ticulties, 1 are dr éged up to the supreme world organisa-
tion and i ewo“‘ t also far more potent figures dOUld

present thexn at the uuﬂﬁlu. There was also the hope that they
would neet not in an overcrowded tower of Babel, but, as it were,
uon a mountain top where all was cocl and quiet ond calm, and
from which the wide vision of the world wounld be presented with
all things in their due proporbion, As the poet Elske wrote:

i
-,
¢

Thbove Pime's troubleﬁ fountainsg
On the great Atlantic mountains
In my golden house on high',

To some extent evenits have moved in this direcition, buit not in the
spirit or the shape which was needed. The western hemisphere alrea-

iv presents itself as a unit. Here at the Iague vwe zre met to

XN
ueln our various Governments To create the new Turope, Lus we are
11 grieved eand perplexed ond imperilled by the discordant auwtlind:
d poliev of the taird great and equal partner, without wiose ac.

an

tive sid the World Organisaiion czunot fuﬁction, nor the shadow

of war be lifted from uqe hearts and minds of men and nations. We

muct do our best to create and combine the great regional uwnlties

whicn it is i our power o anlvencu, and we nuist endeavour Ly

natient and £ ful gervice, to prepare for the day when there
Give World Covermmendt resting upon the main grou-

umll be an e

of mankind, fms for uo and for all who share our civiliza=-
and our desirve for pesce and world Government there is only
cne duty and watchword. Thet is the command whiich uhould rule us
at tiils Congress, Persevere slong all the main lines that have
de clear and imprinted upon us by the bitter experiences
vhich we have passed, Tersevere towavds those objectives

lighted Tor us by all the wisdom and iwnspiration of
Persevera,

(Applause;.

I have the feeling that ulfter the second Thirty Years' War, throug
wilch we have just passed, nankind needs and seeks pe?iod of

. After zll how little it is that =211 the mil of bhomes
in EZurope represented here today are asking, Waat that all
thede wageearners, skilled QrﬁiSdhd, soldiers aud s of the
soill reguire, de%owvc, and pay be led to demand? Io
chance to make a oul, to rean the fruite of their toll, To
cherish their wivew, $o bring up thelr children in a decent manunew
and to dwell in pescé and zuafety, without fear or bullying or
nonstrous burdens and exploitations, however this nmay be imposed
upon them, That ig their heart's desire That 1s what vie jeon o
win for then,

PO

nident Roosevelt spoke of the Pour Preedoms, but the one that
ers most today is Freedom from Fear. why should a1l these
working families be harassed first, as in by gone times, by
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drnantic and relizions gnarrvels, next by natlonalistic ambitiong,
and f£inally by ideological fanaticism, Vhy should They now e
reginented and hurled against each other by wvaricusly labelled
forms of totalitarian tyranny, &1l fomented by wicked men, buil-

v their cwn predoninence upon the misery and subjugation of
thwelr PYellow humman beligs? Shall so many millions of humble
homes in Burope, aye, and much of its enlightenment and culture,
ait qualiding in dread of the policeman's knock?

s in the guesztion we heve to answer here, That is the ques-
tion whick perhaps we have the power to answer here. after all,
Burope has only %o arise and stand in her own majesty, faithiuvul-
neas and viriae, to confront all forms of tyranny, ancient or
modern, Hazi or Communist, with forces which are unconguerable, an
wiich if asserted in good time, may never be challenged again.

I taks a proud view of this Congress. Ve cannot rest upon benevo-
lent platitudes and generalities, Our powers may be limited, but
ve kmow and we must affirm what we mean and what we want., On the
other hand it would not be wise in this critical time %o ve

dravwn inte laboured aviempls teo draw rigid structures of consti-
tutions. That is a later stage, and 1t is one in whieh the lea-
dership must Ve taken by the ruling Governments in reponse no
doubt to our impulse, and in many cases to their own concepntions.
¥e are here to lay the foundations upon which the statesmen of
the Western Democracies may gtand, and to create an atmosphere
favourable to the decisions to which they may be led, It is not
for us who do not wield the suthority of Governments to confront
each other or the world with sharply-cut formulas or detailed ar-
rangemente, Thore are many different pointsofl view which have to
find their focus. We in britain must move in harmony with our
great partners in the Commonwealth, who, I do not doubt, thoungh
sevarated from us by the cocean spaces, share our aspirations and
follew with deep attention cur trend of thought. But undue preci-
pitancy, like too much refinenent, would hinder and not help the
immediate mipsion, we have to falfdil, Hevertheless we must not
separate without a positive step Lorward.

.

Pre task before us &t this Congress is nob only to raise the
voice ol Burope a8 a united whole during these few days. Ye must
here and now resolve that in one form or apolther a Turopean As-
embly shall be constituted which will enable that voice to make
iveell continuously heard and we trust with ever-growing accep-
tance fthrough all the free countries of this Continent,

o
S

A high and a solemn responaibility rests upon us here this after-
noon in this Congress of a Burope striving to be reborn, IT we
allow ourselves to be rent and disordered by pettiness and small
disputes, if we faill in clarity of view or courage in action, a
priceless occasion may be cast away forever. But if we all pull
together and pool the luck and the comradeship, and we shall hand
all the comradeship and not & 1ittle luck if we are +to nove
together in this way, and firmly grasp the larger hopes of huma-
nity, then it may he that we shall move together into a happler
swillt age, when all the little children vwho are now growing up
in this tormented world, may find themselves not the victors

nor the vanguished in the fleeting triumphs of one country over
another in the bloody turmwoil of destructive war, but the heirs
of all the treasures of +the past and the masters of all the
sclence, the abundance and the glories of the future.

(Applavse).

Pen minute's Interval:






