
R E S O L U T I O N (70) 16

(Adopted by the Ministers' Deputies on 15 May 1970)

ON SOCIAL AND MEDICO-SOCIAL POLICY

FOR OLD AGE

Considering t h a t the aim of the Counci l of Europe is to achieve greater u n i t y

between its Members for the purpose of sa feguard ing and rea l i s ing the ideals and

pr inc ip les which are their common heri tage and f a c i l i t a t i n g the i r economic and social

progress;

Having regard to the principles governing social progress embodied in the

European Social Charter and the European Code of Social Securi ty and pro tocol ;

Pursuan t to the provisions of the Programme of Work of the Counci l of Europe

re la t ing to the drawing up of a social and medico-social policy for old age ;

Hav ing regard to the conclusions of the report submi t ted by the experts

appointed to prepare this study on the proposal of the Social Commit tee and the

European Publ ic Heal th Commit tee ;

Considering tha t it is desirable to def ine the p r inc ip l e s of a social and

medico-social policy for old age,

The Committee of Ministers,

(i) Considering tha t owing to the twofold effect of the f a l l in the b i r t h rate

and greater longevi ty d u r i n g the last generat ions, the propor t ion of old people among

the popula t ions of the various European countries has risen considerably and con-

t inues to rise;
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( i i ) Considering tha t technical progress and changing work ing condit ions make

it o f ten more d i f f i c u l t to keep older people employed or provide them with work sui ted

to the i r abilities;

( i i i ) Consider ing t ha t as a result of economic and social progress and part-

i c u l a r l y the development of an i n d u s t r i a l c iv i l i s a t i on , the changes in f a m i l y l i f e and

h o u s i n g cond i t ions in u rban areas, old people may tend to become isolated and to

count less and less on the. practical and moral support fo rmer ly provided by t h e i r

nex t -o f -k in unde r t r a d i t i o n a l c iv i l i s a t i ons ;

( i v ) Considering tha t the combined e f fec t of these m a n y d e v e l o p m e n t s leads

too of ten to a more or less de l ibera te re jec t ion of the aged by present-day soc i e ty ;

(v) Consider ing tha t the a t t i t u d e of old people has changed and t h a t they

now tend to seek greater au tonomy and independence;

(v i ) Consider ing tha t i t is therefore impera t ive to de f ine and apply an overa l l

old age pol icy a imed at p e r m i t t i n g old people to occupy a sui table place in the soci-

ety of today and tomor row; tha t such a policy must provide for the co-ord ina t ion of

measures taken in many closely in te rdependent f ie lds ,

Recommends the governments of member States to take i n t o a c c o u n t in form-

u l a t i n g t h e i r po l i cy for old age, the f o l l o w i n g principles w h i c h should also be app l i ed

to aged fo re igners r e s i d i n g on t he i r te r r i tory , s u b j e c t to a res idence q u a l i f i c a t i o n

where app l i cab le .

Introduction

1. The aim of an old age policy shou ld be to ensure a b e t t e r d i s t r i b u t i o n of the

burden of i n a c t i v e old people among the act ive p o p u l a t i o n and lead to the ach ieve -

ment of a hea l t hy society based on an economic, psychological and social coexistence

of members of d i f f e r e n t age groups.

2. In the d i s t r i b u t i o n of the na t iona l income, an adequa te share shou ld be al lo-

cated to old people corresponding to t h e i r p a r t i c u l a r needs. A p p r o p r i a t e m a c h i n e r y

should be devised to ensure that this share is al located according to s imple and

sound cri ter ia .

3. Apar t from the ques t ion of mate r ia l support , the d e f i n i t i o n of old people 's
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place in society calls for the continuous education and informat ion of the act ive

population, the aged themselves and publ ic opinion as a whole on problems con-

nected w i t h old age and the i r solutions. This is a prerequisite for a better m u t u a l

understanding between the d i f fe ren t generations.

4. Segregation of the elderly is genera l ly to be deplored, and t h e i r in tegra t ion

w i t h i n the wider communi ty promotes a more balanced society.

5. The var ious measures called for by a r a t i o n a l old age po l i cy are c lose ly-

in te rdependent and cannot be f u l l y e f fec t ive unless app l ied j o i n t l y .

6. The social action for old people should be harmonised so as to p r ec lude

dispar i t ies in s i tua t ions lead ing to economic and social imba l ance w h i c h may be-

come greater in the f u t u r e owing to growing mig ra t ion facili t ies.

Resources and income

7. Old age protection should be extended to the whole popu la t ion as far as

necessary.

8. The age of en t i t l emen t to the old age pension should be de te rmined , in te r

al ia , in the l i g h t of the populat ion s i t ua t ion and the f i n a n c i a l i m p l i c a t i o n s .

9. The old age pension rates should be as h i g h as pos s ib l e , bea r ing in m i n d

the standards laid down in in te rna t iona l social s ecu r i ty i n s t r u m e n t s , notably the

European Code of Social Securi ty and protocol , the ILO Social Secur i ty C o n v e n t i o n

( m i n i m u m standards) of 1952 and the ILO Convent ion of 1967 on i n v a l i d i t y , old age

and survivors' benefits.

10. The m i n i m u m old age pension rate secured to persons who h a v e c o m p l e t e d ,

pr ior to the cont ingency, the q u a l i f y i n g period requ i red for the e n t i t l e m e n t to a f u l l

pension (in the sense of paragraph 1 of A r t i c l e 29 of the European Code of Social

Secur i ty) should be adequate to guarantee the b e n e f i c i a r y a decent s tandard of l i v -

ing.

11. In the absence of an old age pension, as referred to in pa ragraph 10 above,

needy old people should receive s u f f i c i e n t means to m a i n t a i n a decent s t andard of

l i v i n g .
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12. Both pensions and subsistence allowances should be ad jus ted at appropriate

intervals to any variations in the cost of l iving or the general income trend arising

from the increase in product ivi ty .

13. There should be adequate co-ordination between statutory pension schemes

so as to prevent changes in occupation f rom en ta i l ing loss of pension r i g h t s and

to e l imina te impediments to occupational mobi l i ty .

14. S imi l a r ly , w i th a view to avo id ing all d i s c r i m i n a t i o n between old people

l i v i n g in the same communi ty , i t would be desirable to m a i n t a i n and app ly the p r in -

ciple of e q u a l i t y of t rea tment of na t iona ls of o ther member States w i t h the na t iona l s

of the State in ques t ion and to ensure the m a i n t e n a n c e of a cqu i r ed r i g h t s or r i g h t s

in course of a c q u i s i t i o n so far as old age pensions are concerned, by the r a t i f i c a -

tion of in ternat ional instruments concerning the social security of migrant workers;

it being unders tood tha t the grant of non-cont r ibu tory benef i t s could be made sub-

ject to certain condi t ions .

15. Measures should also be taken to harmonise the methods of p ro tec t ing old

people, both by the rat if ication of i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n s t r u m e n t s and by j o i n t steps taken

w i t h i n the Council of Europe framework.

Employment

16. In general , any pol icy governing the e m p l o y m e n t of the aged should be based

on the pr inc ip les established by the Manpower and Social A f f a i r s Commi t tee of

OECD (Conclusions of 5 J a n u a r y 1967).

17. Measures to provide su i t ab l e e m p l o y m e n t o p p o r t u n i t i e s for o lde r people-

should be considered w i t h i n the framework of an overal l e m p l o y m e n t p o l i c y .

18. Measures should be taken to encourage and f ac i l i t a t e r e t e n t i o n by the aged

of an occupat ion suited to the i r capab i l i t i e s so as to m i n i m i s e the consequences

and also one cause of i n d i v i d u a l ageing and the p reven t the economic d i f f i c u l t i e s

due to the presence of too large a group of i nac t i ve persons.

19. To enable the f u l l e s t possible a d j u s t m e n t of man to his work and v ice versa,

more p a r t i c u l a r l y in the case of old people, measures shou ld be t aken to encourage

and support adapta t ion of jobs to enable older people to c o n t i n u e w o r k i n g .

Where t h i s adap ta t ion is not des i rable or possible it w i l l be adv i sab l e to en-

courage the t ransfer of older workers.
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In order to ensure that such a t ransfer is not too radical for workers appro-

aching old age, the work they do during their whole working life should be continu-

ally adjusted to physiological and psychological changes all through life.

20. Measures should be taken to offer fac i l i t ies for both education and training:

(a) educat ional steps should be taken in t ime to enable old people to m a i n t a i n

their powers of ad ju s tmen t and to keep abreast of technical deve lopments ;

(b) t ra in ing should be provided so as to f ac i l i t a t e a change of occupa t ion to

one more suited to the worker 's preference and changing ab i l i ty .

21. In order to provide quan t i t a t ive ly and qua l i t a t i ve ly sui table jobs for older

workers, ef for ts should be made to create jobs adapted to the i r needs and to en-

courage the f l ex ib le d i s t r ibu t ion of the various kinds of jobs among age groups by all

appropriate means according to the circumstances of the count ry concerned.

22. Re t i r emen t schemes should be so a d j u s t e d as to promote both p ro longa t ion

of active l i fe and occupational mobil i ty by m a k i n g appropriate provis ion whereby

pensions may be combined with paid employment.

23. Steps should be taken to adapt the e m p l o y m e n t exchange services and the

methods used by them so as to fac i l i t a te the transfer and employmen t of old people.

24. Measures such as adaptat ion a l lowances and t r a i n i n g gran ts should be taken

to prevent unemployment of old people.

Housing

25. Steps should be taken to enable old people to remain in t he i r own homes as

long as possible.

26. A special e f fo r t should be made to adapt accommodat ion occupied by old

people to meet t h e i r c h a n g i n g needs as wel l as t h e i r wishes.
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27. Where it has not been proved possible for old people to remain in the i r homes,

if need be af ter adapt ing them, and where they are consequently obliged to leave

the i r homes (tied houses, ill-adapted or unadaptable accommodation, remoteness),

p u b l i c au thor i t i e s should endeavour to provide new accommodation s u f f i c i e n t l y large

and especially designed for them in order to avoid their transfer to collective estab-

l i shmen t s .

28. The new accommodat ion should be s i tua ted e i t he r in popu l a t i on centres, or

in t h e i r i m m e d i a t e v i c i n i t y , provided there are easy means of c o m m u n i c a t i o n , and

where the occupants can receive appropr ia te social and medical services.

In add i t ion , account should be taken of old people's desire to l i v e near t h e i r

f a m i l y .

29. Old persons should be able to select accommodat ion e i t h e r in terspersed w i t h

o rd ina ry f a m i l y dwel l ings or in special blocks of f la t s , w i th the ava i l ab i l i t y of com-

muna l services in e i t he r case; a h igh densi ty of the elderly popu la t ion shou ld , how-

ever, be avoided.

30. When new d w e l l i n g s are b u i l t , account should be taken of the need to pre-

vent those accidents to w h i c h old people are prone.

31. Recourse should be had to col lec t ive accommodat ion only when all the afore-

ment ioned measures are i n s u f f i c i e n t to enable old people to remain in t h e i r own

homes.

32. Old people whose state of h e a l t h is such t h a t they r e q u i r e care w h i c h c a n n o t

be g i v e n at home s h o u l d be able to receive i t in e s t a b l i s h m e n t s c a t e r i n g for t h e i r

needs, namely:

- residential homes for those who are no longer able to care for themselves in

t h e i r own homes even w i t h the h e l p wh ich the social services can give t h e m , but

who do not need c o n t i n u o u s n u r s i n g care;

- n u r s i n g homes for old people s u f f e r i n g from serious i n f i r m i t i e s or ch ron ic

illnesses who need constant med ica l and nurs ing care.

33. It would be advisable to have ava i lab le in each c o u n t r y the n u m b e r of beds

corresponding to the need, bear ing in mind the steps t aken to enable old people to

remain at home.
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34. The number of beds in an old people's home should ideally be small enough

for the es tab l i shment to keep a home-like atmosphere 1.

35. In an old people's home, each resident or couple should have a separate

bedroom w i t h its own washbasin and, if possible, it own toilet. It is desirable t ha t

the couples should have two beds and one extra room.

36. I n s t a l l a t i o n s and f i t m e n t s in all old people's homes should be designed for

easy use. Establ ishments w i th several floors should have l i f t s .

37. Where p rac t i cab le , a doctor should be at tached to each old people's home wi th

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for the general h e a l t h r e q u i r e m e n t s of the e s t a b l i s h m e n t , for g i v i n g

residents the o p p o r t u n i t y o f r e g u l a r med ica l e x a m i n a t i o n s , and fo r t r e a t i n g those who

do not have the i r own doctor. The presence of th is doctor should n e v e r prevent re-

sidents from cal l ing t h e i r own doctor i f they wish.

The services of a social worker should also be available to each home.

38. To reduce d i f f i c u l t i e s encountered in the r ec ru i tmen t of s ta f f for old people's

homes, e s t a b l i s h m e n t s should also be f i t t e d w i t h labour-saving devices, and the em-

p loymen t of par t - t ime s ta f f should be considered.

39. It w o u l d be des i rable to organise special t r a in ing for all s t a f f for old people 's

homes and organ isa t ions and to supply all categories of s taff specia l i s ing in the care

of the e lder ly w i t h appropr ia te i n f o r m a t i o n .

40. Obsolete old people's homes should be progressively abandoned in f a v o u r of

modern homes s u i t a b l e to the needs of e lde r ly people and the premises of adap tab le -

e x i s t i n g old i n s t i t u t i o n s should, where possible, be converted in to n u r s i n g homes for

old people s u f f e r i n g f rom serious i n f i r m i t i e s or ch ron ic illnesses, if new nu r s ing homes

cannot be provided.

41. E s t a b l i s h m e n t s for the aged, w h e t h e r m e d i c a l or not, should be superv ised by

the p u b l i c a u t h o r i t i e s to ensure t ha t t h e y comply w i t h spec i f i ed s tandards and a re

properly run a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y and t e c h n i c a l l y .

1. W h i l e 80 to 100 beds is considered the best number by some, others consider that the number may
he h ighe r , provided tha t a r c h i t e c t u r a l and f u n c t i o n a l p rov is ions are adequate.
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Protection against road accidents

42. Special measures should be taken to protect old people in the streets. To

this end:

1. Dr ivers of motor vehicles should be made aware of the special risks to which old

people are exposed in the streets and should realise the f o l l o w i n g points:

- old people of ten step off the pavement w i t h o u t looking,

- t h e y can of ten only manage to get across a road at all by w a l k i n g s lowly

and w a t c h i n g every step,

- t hey sometimes lose the i r nerve in the middle of the road and turn back

w i t h o u t w a r n i n g ,

- m a n y old people have poor eyesight and are hard of hear ing ,

- they of ten have a preference for dark clothes and so are d i f f i c u l t to see at

night;

2. Local au tho r i t i e s should provide special faci l i t ies for old people crossing the

road.

Medical problems

43. It would be desirable , on the one hand , for all f u t u r e doctors to unde rgo

appropr i a t e t r a i n i n g in geriatr ics and gerontology and, on the other hand , for post-

g r a d u a t e courses to be provided to enable doctors to s u p p l e m e n t t h e i r knowledge and

br ing i t up to date .

44. Med ica l schools s h o u l d have a Chai r of G e r i a t r i c s w h i c h wou ld m a k e i t

poss ible to co-ord ina te the various ge r i a t r i c a c t i v i t i e s w i t h i n a school and to pro-

mote research.

45. A d e q u a t e theore t i ca l i n fo rma t ion and prac t i ca l exper ience s h o u l d be i n c l u d e d

in the t r a i n i n g courses for nurses, phys io the rap i s t s , occupa t iona l t h e r a p i s t s and

social workers as w e l l as in post-graduate ger ia t r ic t r a i n i n g courses.

46. Preven t ive care and t rea tment should aim at h e l p i n g old people to preserve

t h e i r phys ica l and menta l powers in the greatest measure possible.

47. I n d u s t r i a l m e d i c i n e should provide adv ice on r egu la r medica l e x a m i n a t i o n s ,

on p r e v e n t i o n of acc idents in work places, on p l a n n i n g e m p l o y m e n t adap ted to e lder-

ly workers , as we l l as on prepara t ion for r e t i r emen t . I t should pay special a t t e n t i o n

to the problems of workers over the age of 40.
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48. The public should be informed regarding the advantages for elderly people

of regular medical examinations, which migh t be organised on a voluntary basis,

by the publ ic authorities.

49. The publ ic au thor i t i e s and v o l u n t a r y organisat ions concerned with the care

of the aged should give special thought to heal th educat ion.

50. P r io r i ty should be given to the care of old people who con t inue to l ive at

home: such care should be given th rough normal home care services or specialised

schemes such as mobi le services.

51. Es tabl i shments for chronic pa t i en t s and special f u n c t i o n a l r e h a b i l i t a t i o n

centres should be provided for old people, where possible, in a d d i t i o n to the geria-

t r ic depa r tmen t s of t e a c h i n g hospi ta ls . Services provided in other hosp i ta l s should

be co-ordinated w i t h those provided in the teaching hospitals .

52. Hospitals for old people in need of con t inuous n u r s i n g and medica l care may-

have more beds t h a n res ident ia l homes. They should not, however, have more than

250 beds, divided into wards of 25 to 30 beds, where the cons t ruc t ion of larger

es tabl ishments is not requi red for medical reasons.

53. Such es tab l i shments must have a homely a tmosphere and app rop r i a t e fac i l i t i e s

not only for t rea t ing the sick but also for r e h a b i l i t a t i o n . These la t ter f ac i l i t i e s must

be available to out-pat ients .

54. These es t ab l i shment s , which are real n u r s i n g es tab l i shments , mus t have :

(a) an adequa te n u m b e r of specialised medical s t a f f ;

(b) an adequa te n u m b e r of specialised n u r s i n g s t a f f ;

(c) a social service.

55. Old people s u f f e r i n g from m i n o r men ta l d i s t u r b a n c e s need not n o r m a l l y be

treated in specialised es tabl ishments . Those w i t h more serious m e n t a l d isorders

shou ld be admi t t ed to smaller special e s t ab l i shmen t s ra the r t h a n be placed in psy-

c h i a t r i c hospi ta l s .

56. The m e d i c a l care f ac i l i t i e s for the aged at local level shou ld be co-ordina ted ,

as appropr ia te , w i t h o u t p r e jud i ce to liaison w i t h social services.
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57. All necessary measures should be taken to provide for the care of the aged

to be financed either out of public funds or under the social security scheme.

Social services

58. Social service arrangements should, as a general rule , correspond w i t h the

wishes of the elderly.

59. Special measures should be taken to provide the common social services

designed for the popula t ion as a whole w i t h f ac i l i t i e s enab l ing them to avoid segre-

g a t i n g the aged from the young generat ion.

60, When dea l ing w i t h the e lder ly , the social services should col labora te w i t h as

large a section of the local popula t ion as possible, in pa r t i cu l a r close relat ions

and neighbours .

Those services should aim at a t t enua t ing , and, if possible, e l i m i n a t i n g , the

feeling of i so la t ion , uselessness or dependence due to advancing age and at creat ing,

on the cont rary , such conditions as wil l enable the various generat ions to live

together in an a tmosphere of fr iendliness and m u t u a l assistance.

61. The social services should pursue, in te r alia, the fol lowing objectives:

(a) old people should play an act ive part in the c o m m u n i t y ;

(b) basic services designed for the aged should be m a i n t a i n e d at the same

level as those for o t h e r age groups;

(c) services should be ava i l ab l e free for every e lder ly person, apar t f rom a

c o n t r i b u t i o n from those concerned, according to their means;

(d) the best possible use should be made of the capabi l i t i es of the e l d e r l y ,

t a k i n g in to account i n d i v i d u a l c i r cums tances ;

(e) close association between generat ions in c u l t u r a l , occupa t iona l and re-

crea t ional mat ters .

62. In view of the need to secure for all old persons, w h a t e v e r t h e i r phys i ca l or.

m e n t a l c o n d i t i o n , m a x i m u m care, as appropr ia t e , and the best c o n d i t i o n s for a decen t

way of l i f e , the p r i n c i p l e of non-segrega t ion should be app l ied as far as possible ,

even in the case of persons unable to adapt themselves to social condi t ions .
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63. Special steps should be taken to see that social service s ta f f are capable of

under s t and ing the old persons concerned and of hand l ing their problems and t r ea t ing

the i r needs w i t h o u t any dist inct ion necessarily being made between d i f f e r e n t genera-

tions.

64. Social services, which vary according to w h e t h e r they are appl ied to able-

bodied people l i v ing a lone or able-bodied people l i v i n g w i t h t h e i r f a m i l i e s , shou ld

be c l a s s i f i ed in accordance w i t h pr ior i t i es which should take in to account the tra-

d i t ions , the po l i t i ca l and social systems and the economic s i t u a t i o n of each c o u n t r y .

The general aim shou ld be to reconci le , on the one hand, the wishes of the e l d e r l y

to r e t a i n t h e i r i ndependence and the o p p o r t u n i t y to lead a p u r p o s e f u l l i f e a n d , on

the o the r hand , measures which make the best use of the nat ional resources.

Once basic i n d i v i d u a l needs in the mat te r of income, general h e a l t h , t reat-

m e n t , and care in case of i l lness or dec l in ing capac i ty have been met, the f o l l o w i n g

social services shou ld be provided, according to the economic, social and demogra-

phic s i t ua t i on of each c o u n t r y concerned:

(a) hous ing services;

(b) services for the par t i a l ly or total ly incapaci tated l i v i n g alone or w i t h t h e i r

families, supervised accommodation, meals on wheels, t ransport a r rangements ;

(c) services for the able-bodied l i v i n g a lone or w i t h the i r f a m i l i e s ;

(d) services for the able-bodied l i v i n g in communa l e s t a b l i s h m e n t s ;

(e) c o m p r e h e n s i v e service centres for the elderly p rov id ing f a c i l i t i e s in the

social , m e d i c a l and c u l t u r a l f ie lds .

Special a t t e n t i o n should be paid to the c rea t ion of l e i s u r e - t i m e f a c i l i t i e s

( s t u d y groups, clubs, mee t ings rooms, social centres etc.), the o r g a n i s a t i o n of hol i -

days and the provis ion of l ibrar ies ,

65. A id , i n c l u d i n g possibly f inanc ia l aid, should be given if need be, to the fami-

ly w h i c h cont inues to look a f te r an old person.

66. In order to preserve the self-respect of e lder ly persons, social services

should be presented in a f o r m acceptable to them.

67. Old persons shou ld be in fo rmed as f u l l y and as precisely as possible of the

services to w h i c h they are e n t i t l e d or of which t h e y may a v a i l themse lves . Proper

p l a n n i n g shou ld enab le mass c o m m u n i c a t i o n media to be used for t h a t pu rpose .
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68. Through the establishment of local advisory centres and the training of

qual i f ied personnel, old persons should be encouraged to seek for themselves in-

formation which is relevant to their circumstances and to make f u l l use of the avail-

able advice and help which should be given to them free and in an impar t i a l and

tac t fu l manner.

69. The i n f o r m a t i o n campaign designed to reach old persons, and indeed pub l i c

opinion as a whole, should draw par t i cu la r a t t en t ion to the need to prepare t hem pro-

per ly for the i r approaching retirement w i t h o u t over looking the pos s i b i l i t y of t r a i n i n g

them to practise a hobby.

70. In countr ies where pr iva te relief ac t iv i t ies play a s i g n i f i c a n t par t in assist-

ance for old people, special encouragement m i g h t be g iven to p r i v a t e o rgan isa t ions

w h i c h should , in a sp i r i t of good co-operation w i t h the p u b l i c services, be assisted

f i n a n c i a l l y and otherwise by the au thor i t i e s who, n a t u r a l l y , s h o u l d c o n t i n u e to assume

f u l l responsib i l i ty for social assistance.

Regular two-way consultat ion between pr iva te and pub l ic services is essen-

tial to ensure e f f i c i e n t aid to old persons, and this requires , moreover , the suppor t

of all sectors of the population.

71. Besides the steps recommended for local co-ord ina t ion of the v a r i o u s m e d i c a l

and social services, social pol icy for the e l d e r l y and, in p a r t i c u l a r , the social ser-

vices made ava i lab le to them in both the pub l ic and pr iva te sectors, should be co-

ordinated na t i ona l l y .

Scient i f ic research

72. Research work, whose f i n d i n g s wou ld th row l i g h t on the phenomenon of pre-

m a t u r e ageing and subsequent ly enable it to be prevented or h a l t e d , s h o u l d be under-

taken in the social, medical, biological, psychological , demograph ic and economic

fields.

Emphasis should be laid specifically:

(a) on a s tudy of the physiological and psycho-phys io log ica l mechan i sms of

senescence, w i t h special reference to problems of n u t r i t i o n and menta l health;

(b) on a c r i t i ca l eva lua t ion of rou t ine med ica l examina t ions ;

(c) on f u n d a m e n t a l research i n t o m o l e c u l a r b i o l o g y ;

(d) on ecological factors of al l k inds w h i c h may a f f e c t the processes of

senescence;
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(e) on sociological and psychological research in connection with ageing and

old people, their interaction with younger groups, public opinion and the a t t i tude of

society towards ageing and towards old people;

(f) on all the economic and technical problems raised by the employmen t of

the elderly.

73. Research work already being unde r t aken in a number of d i f f e r e n t coun t r i e s

must be pursued and in tens i f i ed w i th a view to securing improvement in the organi-

sation of social and medical services for old persons.

74. An e f fo r t should be made to co-ordinate research work at European level by

e f f ec t i ng l iaison between existing organisations.

- 52 -




