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The Committee of Ministers, under the terms of Article 15.b of the Statute of the Council of Europe,

Considering that the aim of the Council of Europe is to achieve a greater unity between its members

for the purpose of safeguarding and realising the ideals and principles which are their common heritage and

facilitating their economic and social progress;

Aware of the inextricable links which exist between human rights, on the one hand, and cultural

policy on the other, in particular the freedom which must be guaranteed to authors and other contributors

to creation and the dissemination of culture to express themselves freely in different forms and contexts,

and to communicate to the public the fruits of their creative endeavours;

Highlighting in this regard the relevance of Articles 9 and 10 of the European Convention on Human

Rights which guarantee freedom of thought and expression respectively, as well as Article 27 of the

Universal Declaration of Human Rights which specifically addresses the fundamental rights of authors and

other contributors to creation and the dissemination of culture;

Reaffirming also the major contribution which authors and other contributors to creation and the

dissemination of culture make to the development of the cultural life of a democracy and the economic

development of a nation, and the fact that the works which they produce form a valuable cultural and

economic asset such that the encouragement and rewarding of their activities is a matter of public interest;

Aware of the need not to restrict access by the public to works and other protected contributions;

Conscious, however, of the need to create greater awareness among the public in general and

lawyers in particular (judges, prosecutors, legal practitioners, law professors, law students, etc.) of the fact

that access to and use of works and other protected contributions can only be granted on the basis of respect

for the rights of the right holders concerned, and that failure to observe this obligation constitutes an illicit

act which prejudices the lawful rights and interests of authors and other contributors to creation and the dis-

semination of culture and, in the long term, literary and artistic creation and the development of society as

a whole;

Convinced that one major means for achieving this is through the deployment of efforts at educating

and creating awareness among the public at large of the need for the latter to recognise that authors and

other contributors to creation and the dissemination of culture have legitimate rights and interests in respect

of their works and other protected contributions,
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Recommends the governments of member states:

a. to promote, having due regard to the principles set out hereafter, education and awareness among the

public in general and lawyers in particular (judges, prosecutors, legal practitioners, law professors, law

students, etc.) of the need to respect copyright and neighbouring rights granted to authors and other

contributors in respect of works and other protected contributions (in particular literary and artistic works,

musical works, phonograms, audiovisual works, broadcasts and computer software);

b. to encourage the representative bodies of the various categories of right holders as well as collecting

societies to participate, wherever feasible, in co-operation with public authorities, in this initiative, in

particular through the preparation and dissemination of relevant literature, audiovisual material, etc.,

designed to increase awareness of the importance of respecting copyright and neighbouring rights

concerning creativity and of the economic and cultural consequences stemming from a failure to do so.

Principles

Principle 1

At the level of university education, particular consideration should be given to promoting the

teaching of copyright and law on neighbouring rights.

For this purpose, the member states should encourage the development of regular specific courses

within law faculties on the principles and practice of copyright and neighbouring rights, particularly in the

perspective of educating a new generation of jurists knowledgeable of the need to protect the rights of

authors and all other contributors to creation and the dissemination of culture. In addition, consideration

should be given to the possibility of referring to the rights of creators and other contributors to creation and

the dissemination of culture within the framework of other relevant private law courses as well as courses

on constitutional law and civil liberties.

Outside the framework of legal education, encouragement should also be given to the development

of education on copyright and neighbouring rights within other appropriate disciplines, in particular

economics, computer science, arts and the humanities, and media studies.

Principle 2

In addition to initiatives within the framework of educational curricula, member states should

encourage greater awareness among the members of the legal profession, customs authorities, law enforce-

ment authorities, etc., of the need to ensure respect for the lawful rights and interests of authors and other

contributors to creation and the dissemination of culture.

For this purpose, use could be made of existing facilities such as the continuing training courses

organised for the professional sectors referred to above so as to highlight the serious prejudice which is

caused to creators and other contributors to creation and the dissemination of culture, as well as to society

in general, by unlawful activities such as piracy (that is, mainly the unauthorised duplication, distribution

or communication to the public for commercial purposes of works, contributions and performances

protected by copyright and neighbouring rights), in particular sound and audiovisual piracy, computer

software piracy as well as unauthorised reprography.

Where such training facilities do not exist, consideration could be given to their possible intro-

duction.

Principle 3

Member states should encourage the relevant professional bodies to develop literature, audiovisual

material, etc., which could be used in educational curricula as well as in training courses to highlight the

importance of ensuring respect for the rights of creators and other contributors to creation and the dis-

semination of culture. Material of this nature should also seek to emphasise the character of the harm which

accompanies the commission of unlawful activities such as piracy and unauthorised reprography.
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Principle 4

Member states should endeavour to create greater awareness among the public of the importance of

ensuring respect for the rights and interests of authors and other contributors to creation and the dis-

semination of culture. For this purpose, consideration should be given to the promotion of information and

awareness campaigns highlighting:

- the importance of the rights attaching to creators and other contributors to creation and the

dissemination of culture for the cultural and economic development of society, as well as the prejudice

which infringement of these rights causes to right holders, to literary and artistic creation and, in the final

analysis, to the public itself;

- the unlawful nature of activities which undermine those rights, in particular piracy and un-

authorised reprography. Particular attention should be accorded not only to sound and audiovisual piracy

but also to computer software piracy.

Principle 5

Member states should endeavour to promote awareness at all relevant stages of the educational pro-

cess of the importance of respecting the rights of those who are at the origin of creative works, including

computer software and other protected contributions.

For this purpose, member states should endeavour to ensure that the learning process is accompanied

by efforts at instilling an appreciation on the part of students of the special role performed by authors,

composers, audiovisual producers, visual artists and photographers, performers, phonogram producers,

broadcasting organisations, etc., in the cultural and economic development of society.

Principle 6

Member states should give consideration to the possibility of introducing, in the framework of

educational and professional training programmes, courses which are adapted to the age and interests of

those targeted and which would be intended to promote awareness of:

a. the need to regard authors and other contributors to creation and the dissemination of culture as

workers dependent on the revenue acquired through the use and public exploitation of their works and

other protected contributions;

b. the value of copyright industries within the framework of the domestic economy and the labour

market;

c. the legitimacy of those economic and moral rights which are guaranteed to authors and other con-

tributors to creation and the dissemination of culture, in particular against the background of the cultural

and economic contribution which they make to society;

d. the illegality of certain types of activity which prejudice the rights and interests of creators and other

contributors to creation and the dissemination of culture, in particular sound and audiovisual piracy as well

as computer software piracy, and unauthorised reprography.
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