


Fethiye Specially Protected Area 

Top: Location of Fethiye among important nesting beaches in Turkey 

Bottom: Fethiye nesting beach sub-subsections.   
Source: Ilgaz et al., 2007; developments after 2006-7 are not shown in the map



Bern Convention & Fethiye SPA 

Relevant Recommendations:  
Å Recommendation No 8 (1987) on the protection of marine turtles in Dalyan and 

other important areas in Turkey  

Å Recommendation No 12 (1988) concerning the protection of important turtle 

nesting beaches in Turkey  

Å Recommendation No 24 (1991) on the protection of some beaches in Turkey of 

particular importance to marine turtles  

 

 

 

Å Recommendation No. 66 (1998) on the conservation status of some nesting 

beaches for marine turtles in Turkey:   

- Reassess tourism investment projects  [é]; 

- Improve control of the effects on the beaches of local tourism, secondary summer 

homes, caravans, camping and other activities  [é] 

- [...] fully implement the protection status of SPAs; 

- [...] enforce legislation against illegal sand extraction; assure penalties are dissuasive 

- [...] Regulate and, where necessary, prohibit speed boats, jet skis and para-gliding 

during the nesting season; ensure respect of low speed limits set and reinforce controls 

- Fethiye: -  secure the remaining unbuilt beach plots against development 
 



Å 2009: Complaint filed :  coastal buildup and lack of management 

Å 2010: Complaint discussed at Standing Committee Meeting    

  => Commitments made for improved protection 

Å 2011: Few management measures implemented 

Å 2012: Management measures not sustained & coastal buildup    

  => Commitments made for improved protection 

Å 2013: No improvement, further habitat damage & coastal buildup 

 => Case file opened  

Å 2014 : No improvement, further habitat damage & coastal buildup 

=> on-the-spot appraisal in 2015 

 

Bern Convention & Fethiye SPA Timeline 



Fethiye SPA nesting beaches 

2015 Conservation Problems 

ÅNo guarding or local 

management unit 

ÅMotorised watersport 

activities & fishing close 

to the shore 

ÅLight pollution 

ÅLack of beach furniture 

management 

ÅCamping & bonfires 

ÅSand extraction  

Å Insufficient signage 

ÅLitter  & sewage 

ÅBush & tree planting on 

nesting beach 

ÅUncontrolled people & 

vehicle access 

ÅBuild-up of undeveloped 

beach zone 

Recommendation No. 66 (1998) not implemented  



Fethiye SPA nesting beaches 

2015 Improvements 

ÅStart of nest monitoring in May 

ÅNew signs on 1 beach  

ÅVehicle access control in 1 beach through ditches 
INAPPROPRIATE METHOD 

ÅRemoval of some structures (not all)   
RE-INSTALLED AFTER ON-THE-SPOT APPRAISAL 

ÅReduction of beach furniture (in some sections)  
 REVERSED AFTER ON-THE-SPOT APPRAISAL 

ÅA few lights turned off  
REVERSED AFTER ON-THE-SPOT APPRAISAL 

ÅBeach furniture management (in some sections) 
MOSTLY REVERSED AFTER ON-THE-SPOT APPRAISAL 



2003 

2013 

Wetland & beach destruction: planting on sandy zone, buildings & new road 

=> Nesting zone destroyed & disturbances increased 

Fethiye SPA nesting beaches 
Coastal zone build-up: Rec. No. 66 not implemented 



New resort installed permanent watersports equipment tents, daily flattened 

sand and washed sunbeds on the nesting beach.  

Cabanas and walkways inside the nesting zone 

Nests in a straight line beyond flattened space 

Light pollution in previously pristine beach: cabana lights, two security 

lights and main building lights shine on nesting  

Development of remaining unbuilt nesting beach zones continues 

Fethiye SPA nesting beaches 

2015 Conservation Problems 


