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ndations for a “Club of Democracies”





–

community believes that the composition of the Council does not reflect today’s 

model examples of institutional “anti fragility” –



–



advantage lies somewhere else: they do not know that “some things simply cannot 

be done” or that “there is no other alternative”.
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EDITOR’S

Europe’s Secretary General Thorbjørn Jagland. The meeting confirmed that there 

Continent’s most distinguished analysts were eager to contribute to the Council of 

Europe’s further reform and strategic orientation with their advice. 

Europe’s perspective, seemed to be of strategic importance in the near

be covered: first, the Council of Europe’s general role as an international 

democracy, and the rule of law; second, the Council of Europe’s distinct and aspired

tegic vision for the Council of Europe’s long

– Ways of Enhancing the Council of Europe’s Impact

European Dimension: Ensuring the Use of the Council of Europe’s 

‘Club of Democracies’ Again: Identifying 



Council of Europe’s major entities to amplify their political impact, be pro

fulfilling the Organisation’s mandate, develop a “smart wer”

become Europe’s main “Human Rights and Democracy Watchdog”. In its effort to 

–

– by using it to address Europe’s “neighbourhood problem” and be part of a 

of Europe should ensure that it is perceived as Europe’s main reference in 

Europe’s long term future is strongly connected to its ability to become a “Club of 

Democracies” again, by supporting those countries who wish to become real 



– EUROPE’S

A “smart power” identity firmly based on the core values enshrined in the 

upgrading the Council of Europe’s role as a moderator and dialogue facilitator 

perceptions. The overriding goal for the Organisation should be to become Europe’s 

main “Democracy and Human Rights Watchdog”.

“name and shame” scheme or public “black lists”. A new “demand and support” 

culture could ensure the success of the Organisation’s work in democracy 

on. Furthermore, the Council of Europe’s main instruments of standard 



The Council of Europe’s agenda

instruments such as a “Charter of Political Trust”, which would aim to re

trust in Europe’s politicians and parties. A further tool could be the definition of a new 

immigration and digitalisation. Additionally, the “World Forum for Democracy” cou

Secretariat. An “NGO Support Charter” could be elaborated and the Organisation 

rapporteurs and “ambassadors” who would enhance visibility. The major organs 

Organisation’s relevance in member states. Regarding the relationship with the EU, 



Europe’s most important institution in the field of democracy, human r

is the continent’s last resort court in questions of human rights. The Council 

Alsace, is also a symbol of Europe’s early post

development of democracy and human rights in some of the Organisation’s new 

een Europe’s West 

Council of Europe’s standards and relative ignorance by member states towards the 

institutionally connecting the continent’s East and West on the basis of common 

–

Council of Europe’s long term future. Although they are answered in an equal 

about the Organisation’s purpose, method and self



of Europe’s current work such as credibility, 

Claude Juncker ‘Counc —

A sole ambition for the European continent’

Concerning its mandate, the Council of Europe’s aim is a pan

outdated and even harmful to the Council of Europe’s impact and visibility? 

Europe’s case, due to its value



the Court’s rulings by member states? 

“triad” of democracy, human rights and the 

f ensuring that the Council of Europe’s standard setting has 

Organisation has to offer an added value. In the future, the “embeddedness” 

the above questions? What will the Council of Europe’s place in Europe’s 

The Council of Europe’s Mandate: Exercising “Smart Power”

anisation’s activity. Yet, over time, many organisations develop 



The Council of Europe’s mandate “(…) is to achieve a greater unity between its 

which are their common heritage and facilitating their economic and social progress.” 

“(…) through the organs of the Council by discussion of 

and further realisation of human rights and fundamental freedoms.”

should be seen as the core asset of the Council of Europe’s work, pro



Develop “Smart Power”

capabilities from a “smart” or “soft power” perspective. The fact that the Organisation 

urope’s Group of S

Smart communication and political use of those “smart” resources might even be 

tial than traditional “hard power” instruments. 

“Smart power” is nonetheless not easily developed. It largely rests on the ability of an 

minded member states, NGO’s 

As far as the Council of Europe’s role as a model is concerned, two aspects are of 

Europe’s profile, it should develop smart ways of responding to non

aim at being a frontrunner and not only a “copycat” in democratizing its own structure 

concerned, and through methods such as “mutual evaluation” and “peer pressure”. 

of the Council of Europe’s work are suffering from a lack of inter

Europe’s reports and recommendations seriously enough. 

reports produced by the Council of Europe’s entities cannot be politically 



Additionally, the Council of Europe’s administrative en

or even integrate the Organisation’s monitoring efforts. When it comes to creative 

into a kind of a “think tank”, although the requisite e

Finally, another crucial aspect for the Council of Europe’s ability to exert smart power 

based mandate, the Council of Europe’s membe

fundamental rights between the “EU Europe”,

place in the European project. Ukraine’s membership of the Council of Europe 

for the Council of Europe’s wider European membership. Thus, the Council of 





–

should aim at being Europe’s major trend and agenda setting institution in terms of 

Concerning the Council of Europe’s self

bureaucratised and suffers from its image of a “paper tiger”, where major questions 

ouncil of Europe’s non

of Europe’s core values and use them as spearheads in promoting the necessary 

Since this aspect is directly related to the Organisation’s relevance, it should be 



example, in the case of Turkey’s #occupygazi movement and Ukraine’s 

“Evromaidan”). The Council of Europe could reach out to local social movements in 

from a “brand” or “corporate identity” through which it would be recognisabl

“Democracy Watchdog” strategy. This would define, protect and support common 

strategy would require three aspects: First, “focus”: the Organisation should 

Europe. Second, a “pro active and intellectual” approach: the watchdog would not 

and operationalise. Third, the “outreach” 

Organisation wants to be perceived as Europe’s major human rights and democracy 

ation of the Court’s rulings and that the member states implement the 

recommendations of the regular monitoring missions of the Council of Europe’s 

–

– are not implementing many of the Court’s judgments at 



eveloped a “pick and choose” approach when it comes to 

nisation’s bad record in, for example, 

“smart sanctions” approach, providing it with more leverage 

s and democracy sectors. A new culture of “demand 

and support” would be necessary in order to ensure effectiveness. Standard setting 

slowly becoming a European human rights and democracy “gold standard” could 

Develop “Smart Sanctions” 

The Council of Europe’s credibility and mission fulfilment cannot be ensured in the 

assigned “positive” or “soft power” image only. They more 

“EU Europe” much more relative, with Russia, Turkey and smaller 

autocratic regime types have led to a new culture of “non

compliance” in many, especially younger member states. At the same time, some 



EU’s ability to app

the EU could benefit from the Council of Europe’s sustained and experienced 

Commission could have partly prevented Greece’s economic disaster if it had paid 

more attention to GRECO’s reports on the country’s corruption levels. The Council of 

avoid any double standards and thus loopholes in both Organisations’ stra

new “shame and blame” scheme ensuring that non

more exposed to public criticism by the Council of Europe’s major e

institutions. For example, “black lists” with the names of politicians, judges etc. 

“Smart sanctions” directed at a state’s image, such as Council of Europe



handed out a “ ” to some states which are nowadays sometimes only 

which, at some time, a certain “point of no return” from autocratic government is 

Standard setting and monitoring are the Council of Europe’s two major instruments 

r states’ performance in the fields of human 

Europe’s instrumental base. Three problems stand out: firs



Council of Europe’s bodies such as the PACE, the Committee of Ministers and the 

this context, many member states have developed a “pick 

and choose” mentality when it comes to the recommendations of the Council of 

Europe’s monitoring missions. 



General’s planned annual report on the performance of countries in the three pillars. 

rights and democracy standards between the “old” and “new” members of the 

Western state’s shortcomings in the Council of Europe’s policy fields. This inc

Notwithstanding the many remaining challenges in some of the “new” Eastern 

member states, it seems that the perceived historic dimension of the East’s 

states to adopt a kind of “teachers attitude” towards the new members and, 

As a consequence, many ‘old’ European democracies 

perceived “grave problems in the East” whilst they are criticised by the Council of 

Europe’s monitoring bodies. They have often adopted a certain “look t

you spend your time on us” attitude. This results in an increasingly relaxed and 

sometimes even hostile reaction towards the Organisation’s critiques and 

states’ human



criticised by the Council of Europe’s monitoring 

compliance in the “developed” West.

This imbalance between the Council of Europe’s Western and Eastern members 

–

– –

harm to the Organisation’s image and reputation. In such cases, the 

ed “triad” and on the Organisation’s three 

rope’s challenging environment, it is of 

order to render the Organisation’s work even more relevant to European societies.  

One of the most serious results of Europe’s prolonged crisis is the general low level 

– –

as a “trust 



generator”, whose primary task would be to continuously scrutinise the work of 

s’ s’

as a “Charter of Political Trust”, in order to define a common standard. Finally, the 

citizens are facing: the misuse of individual’s data and hate speech on the interne

try to define and thereby appropriate the term “Human Rights 2.0” and strive 

–

–



Organisation could also aim at organizing regular “European Human Rights 

Summits” in a form similar to the World Climate Conference. Finally

–

society organisations (see below) in international organisations’ work is now 

of the Council of Europe’s member states, such 

as Russia (see the “Foreign Agents” law passed in 2012) or Azerbaijan, NGOs have 

– –



those on the “varieties of democracy”. So, in a time when different countries around 

the world explore democracy and develop new forms of it, the “Western liberal 

model” seems to be only one viable alternative among others. Here, the ultimate 

Europe’s baseline work on standard

Second, the phenomenon of “hybrid regimes” is of special relevance for the Council 

of Europe, since several types of that policy exist among the Organisation’s member 

– especially in Eastern Europe. The Council of Europe’s 

always been to provide a “school for democracy” under which these countries would 

“autocracy” and “democracy”. Hence, from the Organisation’s perspective, working 

worked as foreseen, what could be done to address the growing challenge of “hybrid 

regimes” and how to get the “stuck” count



called “Youth Stamp” to mark p

North Africa. In many of the Council of Europe’s member states, the schools provide 

–



stated in a 2006 Resolution of the PACE that: “If one wants to prevent the Council of 

“fossil”, far reaching institutional reforms will be required.” Still, it does not appear 

have yet led to the envisaged “institutional balance”.

Jagland, the Council of Europe’s institutional structure still suffers from imbalances 

comes to major political statements. Generally, there are certain “glass walls” 

s, in spite of most being under “one roof”. These 

perspectives and could make the Committee of Minister’s agenda much more 

that the Committee of Minister’s agenda does not only reflect c



sulting from the Assembly’s monitoring efforts. Next to these policy

A second principle for guiding the Council of Europe’s structural reform efforts is 

The centrepiece of the Council of Europe’s democratisation agenda should be the 

to take part in the Committee of Minister’s decision

Assembly’s members, who should be more assertive in demanding to be heard by 

mechanism by which the Assembly’s Resolutions are transferred into national 



importance for the Council of Europe’s visibility to sharpen the post’s profile in 

definition of the Secretary General’s role and provisions, allowing the respective 

–

“old fashioned” institution. There are too many layers of very strictly interpreted 

Another aspect setting the Council of Europe’s Secretariat apart from other 

complexity extends beyond a single Directorate’s expertise, are an example. The 



Organisation and the Secretariat’s work, one would recommend: that the 

political priorities of the Organisation. A certain “lack of 

life” in the corridors of the Council of Europe’s buildings is apparent. Even during the 

aged and lacking in ‘outside’ experience. This is a result of 

attract people with different institutional backgrounds and mobile CV’s in order to 

fact this “lack of fame” 



It should also refrain from still popular “in house” s (many former SG’s have 

rapporteurs for the Council of Europe’s missions. Only then can it be ensured that 

– –

Organisation’s extensive and sensitive mandate, it is surprising that much smaller 

rency International) and their reports are ‘go to’ reference sources in 

that the Council of Europe’s public image and popularity could be improved by a new 



If it is the Council of Europe’s aim to reach out to more people and enhance its public 

are ideally positioned to spread the Council of Europe’s values in their respective 

sympathetic to the Council of Europe’s mission for media campaigns, like athletes or 

Europe’s public image by mentioning it in related speeches. The Council of Europe 

of Europe’s work is 

Last but not least, a small note on the Council of Europe’s resources. It is common 

needs of its citizens. Also, the Council of Europe’s autonomy is severely limited by 

The Council of Europe’s Members and Partners



contribute to the Organisation’s agenda and to its effectiveness in living up to 

Council of Europe’s possible contribution to the most pressing political issues of the 

Ministers’ agenda with secondary subjects

discuss major topics such as immigration, the degrading state of Europe’s youth or 



Organisation’s profile and visibility. These meetings should have an 

l of Europe’s value for the member states is directly connected to 

consider opening offices in the “older” and allegedly more “advanced” member 

asbourg is still worried about the “parallel structures” Brussels allegedly builds in 

organisation in the European project and that the Council of Europe’s independent 



crisis on the European Continent (and the EU’s subsequent loss of legitimacy), th

Council of Europe’s value

of Europe’s

This should go hand in hand with an offer to the EU’s member states and the 

ervention and critique of the EU’s often too bureaucratic policies from a human 

the ‘big bang’ 

While it is often acknowledged that enlargement is the EU’s most effective 

reaching change (by relying on the Venice Commission’s advisory 



role as a “corridor” for EU integration of the Central European states, it can now act 

The EU’s accession to the European Convention for the

strengthen its impact on the EU’s human rights 

“parallel structures” and to look for real synergies, establish a r

mechanism with the EU’s Fundamental Rights Agency. 

The Council of Europe’s relationship with civil society organisations such as INGOs 

relevance. In today’s global politics, an efficient and lively co

with civil society can be a significant source of democratic legitimacy for today’s top



Europe’s fo

ecessary knowledge of people’s problems and the institutional 

activities in the Council of Europe’s policy fields. From a more political perspective, 



– a kind of institutional conscience for the protection of Europe’s 

core values. As a “watchdog” it would not only protect individual citizens with the 

These could eventually lead to the Organisation’s human rights 

transform it into “the place to 

be” for Europe’s policy makers and into an open forum for discussion and 

elaboration of new political strategies. As a front of this vision, the “World Forum for 

Democracy” could be a brand and a kind of second organisationa

international organisation embodying Europe’s unique 

fact, the Council of Europe’s mandate, already transcending the international

Europe’s structure, that INGO’s and NGO’s are engaged in a smart way and that a 





EUROPE’S

Is the Council of Europe’s present big membership of 47 states an asset or a 

European idea, forming the basis of the Organisation’s speedy 

d’être

The Council of Europe is the Continent’s only real pan

–

rapprochement and a solution for the “neighbourhood problem”, and use the 

crisis Europe and a “new authoritarianism” gaining ground in Eastern Europe, a 

new “value divide” seems to be emerging between Europe’s East and West, but it is 

Wider Europe is the Organisation’s main challenge and place in which to 

invest. The Council of Europe, considering the EU’s enlargement fatigue, is th

between Europe’s different regions. First, the big players Turkey and Russia, 



of Europe should offer its support for an overhaul of the EU’s neighbourhood policy 

In order to devise a strategy for the Council of Europe’s work with its 

necting different regional groups of the Council of Europe’s 

for “deep democracy” and “good governance” in Europe and to integrate its 

on candidates (“Copenhagen Certificate”).

transgression of European values. An extension of the new “partner for democracy” 



NRE’s could be extended.



The Council of Europe is the Continent’s only pan

which upheld the promise of a “Common European Home” and integrated in its ranks 

From a geostrategic perspective, the Organisation’s Wider European 

Continent’s current, most topical debates, such as the remodelling of EU

On the other hand, the Council of Europe’s Wider membership is also a challenge to 



are even challenging the Organisation’s core standards. Is the Council of Europe’s 

of Europe. Brussels’ pending accession to the ECHR is an important step, but also a 

political leadership in preparing the Council of Europe’s decisions. A lack of any co

the Council of Europe’s influence there. Which strategic role has the Council of 

EU be improved and how should Strasbourg handle the challenge of Brussels’ own 

For a long time Strasbourg has acted as a kind of “waiting” and “preparation room” 

for European integration, supporting EU accession candidates’ efforts to fulfil the 

Neighbourhood Policy overstretch the Council of Europe’s res

on a “demand driven approach”. Whilst the approach sounds generous and 



European legal space without “black holes”: How should it 

CSCE) “Charter of Paris for a New Europe” of November 1990. Even at that 

famously termed by the Americans “Europe – whole and free”, was a Western one, 

countries in the Central East European (CEE) Region. Today’s OS

an “undivided Europe”. The post

countries were the main ‘losers’ of these processes: for different reasons they could 



seen as the alternative to the EU. “Wider Europe”, the space between the three 

–

what should be the Council of Europe’s role, especially since its membership already 

for the Council of Europe, ‘consolidation’ seems



West rapprochement and a solution for the “neighbourhood problem”. The 

membership. That is because in recent decades, the term ‘Europe’ is incr



–

values are European. They reflect the Continent’s history and long struggle 

s would mean that the Cold War “is over again” and that we would 

Francis Fukuyama’s prominent 1992s thesis of the “End of History” and a worldwide 

Contrary to Fukuyama’s thesis, “new authoritarianisms” have developed and the 

accommodated under the same institutional “roof” without 



political prisoners, the treatment of NGO’s or LGBT rights, are heavily contested in 

are openly contesting what they themselves call “European values” (in particular, 

Regime types are developing very dynamically and so is Europe’s normative order. 

assessing the aspirant countries’ readiness to join the Western structures. Now

in Council of Europe’s member 



seems that the “gold standard” of democracy, human rights and the rule of law is 

membership and its emphasis on democratic principles constituting “Europeanness”, 



–

(determined in fact by “outliers” and “spoilers”) –

more successful, the Organisation should learn to nurture a certain “smart power” 

term influence of its work. In today’s 

other political actors that the Council of Europe’s precise and unique task is the 

The Council of Europe’s Wider European Membership

Why Wider Europe is the Council of Europe’s Major Challenge

Organisation’s unique selling point. 

towards a sustained rapprochement between Europe’s different re

powers among the Council of Europe’s Wider European members, Russia and 



Organisation’s point of view,

For the smaller countries of “Wider Europe” the Council of Europe is foremost an 

Organisation should be aware of the fact that “Wider Europe”, especially with the EU 

–

While it is true that “pan Europeanism” has somewhat also lost force among the 

societies of “Wider Europe”, this is largely the result of a misunderstanding. It is first 

of all the EU’s European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP), with its emphasis on complex 

– –

“European model” stood, remains as appealing as ever for the peoples of non



European “gold standard”, as 

Council of Europe’s biggest member states and their presence in Strasbourg does 

institutional links with the EU. The EU’s role in monitoring Turkey’s democracy is 

“converting” it into a democracy, and



Russia’s leadership is strengthening aut

advance the ‘European legal culture’ in Russia and the ECHR’s judgments are 

–

–



with the EU’s political criteria, a similar mechanism could be possible for Russia as 

. The EU anchor for Turkey is critical so that the Council of Europe’s position is 

–

critical interlocker for the ENP countries, whereas Turkey’s role for the Council of 

Spring countries. Thus, the Council of Europe’s ability to anchor Russia and Turkey 

firmly into the European project carries repercussions for the institution’s ability to 

h the newly arising challenges in Europe’s surrounding regions.



–

invest many more resources in the development of “good governance” and the 

anchoring of “deep democracy” –

European “gold standard” in regards to democracy, human rights and the rule of law. 

Organisation’s biggest advantage is its exclusive focus on values, an area that 



–



– –

a valuable “pedagogical” dimension by forcing the societies under scrutiny to 

reporting, which are at the core of the media’s public function and had never been 



–

–

–

–

–

–

– –

evaluation framework for “good governance” (read, corruption), based on “objective 

criteria” and measuring the reality “out there” –

(such as the TI index) nor on government’s policy responses to corruption (such as 



– –

 –

–

–







grounded in peoples’ genuine aspirations. This, regardless of the current level of 

t not endlessly). It is similar to Wittgenstein’s idea of family 

Good governance may be regarded as a “family resemblance”, 

–

–

–

–

induced disintegration of the Council of Europe’s membership circle. 



Process are sometimes called the “Cinderellas of European Co operation”

o an “EU

rotection”.

the core of the organisation and its “best pupils”, as well as on the willingness of 

EU contributions which have been perceived via so called “Joint Programmes” (81.9 

the EU’s continued pursuit of its own human rights policy. Yet, there exist a solid 



the EU’s bi

allowing it to be the main point of reference for issues such as “deep democracy” 

and “good governance” 

Organisation’s expertise very practically and visibly in its assessments on the state 

can, as the Fundamental Rights Agency or the EU’s Special Representative for 

Human Rights show, strengthen compliance with the Council of Europe’s standards), 

as a bloc inside the Council of Europe’s major organs would lead to the 

politics and that it is willing to accept Strasbourg’s superiority when it co

One of the most problematic aspects of the Council of Europe’s membership is the 



urope’s over

of Europe’s major objectives. In the case of Ukraine and the Organisation’s now 



There are different categories, even among the Council of Europe’s EU members, 

, thanks to Brussels’

–



–

of the EU’s accession negotiation framework) –

of Europe norms particularly enhances the ‘persuasiveness’ of the normative 

significant institutional mechanism for ‘shaming’ states that do not conform with its 

third party enforcer. Because it is not part of the EU’s institutionalised interaction, the 

to issue a “Copenhagen Certificate” on its behalf, to the Council of Europe countries 

EU’s demands. For the EU, this would have the advantage that a big part of its work, 

connected with the integration process. The Council of Europe’s profit from the co



neighbourhoods has gained significantly more weight due to the “Arab Spring”. 

Obviously, if states at Europe’s borders wish to develop into real democracies –

–

adopt a systemic neighbourhood policy comparable to Brussels’ European 

challenges. Any ‘neighbourhood strategy’ of the Organisation should therefore be 

neighbourhood. The EU’s E



“

” but rather a progressive Europeanisati

new “partner for democracy” status

wish to use the Council of Europe’s experience and expertise in democratic 



Europe’s major topics, should be extended to the neighbourhood. Thereby, the 

the Council of Europe’s leverage and impact into the European periphery without a 

countries and by drawing these countries closer to the Council of Europe’s orbit.

Recognised Entities (NRE’s)

–

Kosovo’s* independence –

consequences are the same: the existence of “black” spots in Europe, where the 



Europe’s mission to try to protect individuals and societies and though Belarus is not 

vision on how it sees the country’s mid

developed by the Committee of Ministers as a basis of the Council of Europe’s 



–

of Europe’s major political 

ber states’ interests (politicisation risk) or the likelihood of 

ending up with the EU’s negative image in NREs, there could be an inclusive and 

oints, and the creation of a kind of “mixed 

project bag” for target groups such as students and journalists. Above all, any 

engagement strategy for the NRE’s presupposes the political will of the Secretary 



General, who should make those “black holes” in th

The Council of Europe’s membership circle is both a serious challenge and an asset 

– the Council of Europe’s problems with the implementation of 

other hand, this report shows that the Organisation’s 

the Organisation’s future. 

First of all, the Council of Europe is the Continent’s only real pan

which, considering the emerging value divide between Europe’s East 

Russia, which are part of Brussels’s Eastern Partnership framework. This current 

“greyzone” of European politics will be a major task for international actors in the 

anachronistic “spheres of influence”

light of the EU’s sustained enlargement fatigue, 



at capacity building, education and civil society engagement, in order to make “deep 

democracy” possible.

–

Finally, what vision can we extrapolate from the Council of Europe’s pan

of the European project, following 1945 and 1989. Such a “third Europe” would –

–

stic vision of this “third Europe”, 



‘CLUB DEMOCRACIES’

term “human rights”, Europe’s new value divide and the fact that several (new) 

become a “Club of Democracies” again? Which issues should it tackle in a more 



In order to become a “Club of Democracies” again the Cou

dom, free elections and “fake democracies”.  

Finally, in order to improve the Organisation’s role in strengthening European 

human rights and initiate an “Erasmus for all”

f Europe should reconsider the “healthy democracy”

practical suggestions of the 2004 Green Paper “The Future of Democracy in 

Europe”. Moreover, the Organisation should help strengthen the image of parties, 



orientation and a strong legal basis for action, on behalf of the Council of Europe’s 

– –

on a real “pan

European” character through enlargement. 

people and a certain “human rights fatigue” can be felt among political elites, media 

s’ pluralism. Even traditional democratic societies 

1990s and early 2000s. Many of the “newcomers” can hardly be called democracies 

Europe’s fatigue with human rights and democracy, as it is currently not a 

– –



standards. The Organisation is still uniquely set among Europe’s human rights 

–

–

“shock therapy”

pluralism while paying respect to a country’s history, culture etc. A second factor is 



high unemployment, ignorance towards younger voters’ problems and a lack of 

delivering good governance, public goods and jobs? What’s the missing link that 

– –

with its political approach and whole outlook, stuck in the “good 90s” or even earlier, 

Europe’s monito



territory. Moreover, its provincial location is mirroring the Council of Europe’s 

the “new Europe” and ta

“membership carrot” to influence states' behaviour, no one could presume at the time 

member states, undermines not only the Council of Europe’s credibility as a 

–

Baku, by way of “lobbying” PACE members to vote against respective resolutions or 

Europe membership to get a “carte blanche” from Strasbourg. This climaxed in early 



–

– “(…) that the C

belongs to Azerbaijan (…)”. 

– –

admirers of Azerbaijan’s political model and economic beneficiaries. If that kind of 

Baku’s approaching chairmanship. Rather, the Council of Europe’s

–

–



– –

political party (for example, lately in Turkey, but even Germany’s “Stuttgart 21”). As a 

success (the attraction of the “China model”, for example). 

democratic system (with Russia as Europe’s prime example).



–

to be “for sale” already. The rich obviously seem to have more power than the poor –

’ trust

the necessary conditions for “deep democracy” and good governance

people’s knowledge, their individual capacity to govern and by improving  institutions' 

Although a debate has already begun about “big data”, the role of Internet “giants” 

danger of everyone’s personal life being accessible and economised. 

–

–



freedom on the internet and develop something like “good web governance” 

trends. In order to stop the process, “the right to be forgotten” has to be implemented 



indicate that inequality is on the rise, with “the rich getting richer and the poor 

poorer”, but they also indicate growing trends towards unequal access to public 

than people covered by public insurance; this is creating a “two class medicine” in 

–

–



–

–

those who are not working? How to secure their “income” and social security? What 

–

–

women are trying to influence their decisions on “family” (see the recent offer by 

American internet companies’ to pay for the freezing of ovaries) –



The Political Foundations for a “Club of Democracies”

– –

states’ vision of human rights and democracy on a wider, more inclusive territorial 

– –

igh standards, at least for the EU’s 

–

–

of Europe at least aims to become a “Club of Democracies” again.



the Organisation applies a “one size fits all”

–

–

Council of Europe members. As the Organisation’s resources are limited –

–



– –

s’

“confirmed there were no political prisoners in Azerbaijan”. In Russia, people who 

participated in peaceful protests in Moscow’s Bolotn

Putin’s re

The ability to make one’s opinion public and to demonstrate or protest against 



and Turkey (see Erdogan’s attempted Twitter ban) stand out here, EU governments 

– –

–

–

people’s world view can b



propaganda campaign and an establishment of guidelines for “good journalism” 

–

elections in some of the Council of Europe’s member states are still neither free nor 

– –

of new parties and candidates or gerrymandering. Furthermore, the Organisation’s 



are already implemented in other areas, such as “crowdsourcing” (gaining data on 

Authoritarianism and “fake democracy“

A certain “rollback” has been observed during the last decade, after the more or less 

Azerbaijan complete “fake democracies” have already emerged, but the trend also 

– –

invented concept “delegated democracy” is a good case in point: 

while “democracy” is too astute and comfortable a term to be dropped –

– –

legitimation and moral “carte blanche”. This of course makes it tough right now for 

Council of Europe’s authorities, that we not only face a temporal or partial (in the 

Europe should not underestimate the degree to which the enemies and “democracy 

fakers” might be able to inspire oth

y cast doubt on the Council of Europe’s reputation as a human rights 



certainly turn it into a type of “fake 

organisation” in the future. In order to prevent this scenario, only open criticism and 

exposure of the “demo

– –

Organisation’s



In the early 2000’s, the Council of Europe used three separate mechanisms 

was indeed led by the Commission’s former president, Stefan Trechsel. However, it 

special monitoring group (“Ago Group”)

which is authorised to set up “advisory and tech ”



f Europe’s Commissioner for 

–

–

The commission’s work would consist of investigating individual cases in a quasi

– –

by both the Council of Europe’s own institutions and by local and international NGOs 



–

–

–

represented families evicted from their homes, as a result of Baku’s urban 

Europe’s work, and almost no reporting on the 2013 resolution failure on political 

– –



actual faces in order to raise awareness for the Council of Europe’s role and to get 

re “beyond” 

–

ope’s education activities can provide shelter against the one



what their engagement entails: “Learning Through”.

Schools can use this “institutional privilege” to provide children with a found

– –

has the Council of Europe “World Forum for 

Democracy” – –

view is highlighted by the Council of Europe Secretary General´s 2014 “Annual 

Report on the State of Democracy, Human Rights and the Rule of Law in Europe”: 



“…we often see political prioritisation on education for employability. If

force, rather than citizens”. It is important to remember that, in 

when the rule of law is connected to the survival of the fittest; and when citizen’s 

n young people’

The Council of Europe’s current work on democratic and intercultural competences 

–

–

–

– maybe also become part of a future “ ” for all European 

international distance learning MA programme on “Democratic Citizenship and 

Human Rights” (eventually driven by an online faculty), in 



–

–

– –

–



– –

up an “Erasmus 

for All”

’

est. We only have to cite the term “cartel democracy” 

“healthy democracy” concept: What are the reasons for people’s dissatisfaction with 

democracy such as “government by the people and for the people”, pluralism and 

–



–

the ones formulated by the Green Paper “The Future of Democracy in Europe”.

to “denizens”, 

–

–

–

–

–

securing an important place for itself on those leaders’ future agenda and priority 



Lastly, the Council of Europe’s current structures, the Information Society 

victims, such as journalists or minorities. Many of the Organisation’s problems with 



he Council of Europe’s 



“linkage organisations”? First, the Organisation should se

institutions’ imminent role for democracy and an improved image. The Parliamentary 

–

–

factions and opinions as well, and being expressions of a democracy’s ability to 

– –

The Council of Europe is still Europe’s biggest and most impor



Organisation’s effectiveness and legitimacy, while at the same time, the EU –

somewhat annoyed by the Council of Europe’s current –

he Council of Europe has to return to its earlier vision of being “a Club of 

Democracies”. The Organisation should defend a pure and basic concept of huma

– –

–

–

Organisation’s inability to have a clear impact on human rights and democracy 

–

–


