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ism; more astute … but, in essence and from 

there is no room for ideas in them… 
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freedom…
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the “fundamentalists” of “human dignity”, not out of idolatry, but for the simp

from now on, there will always be a “witness”, there will alway

the notion of identity. Paradox challenges us. It “provokes”. And it is perhaps for that 



also think that I am going a little too far off the subject… 
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the idea of a “post national identity”
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identity by reproducing the “nationalist”

It is this very radical direction which is taken by the “Laeken declaration on the future of the 

European Union” when it states that “the European Union’s one boundary is democracy 

”

strates it best is all the discussion surrounding Turkey’s candidacy for EU 

“ ” Turkey’s 



In so doing, he introduces a highly enlightening distinction between “historical Europe” and 

the “EU political project” He defines “historical Europe” as a “geographical reality

ational identity”.

As for the European Union, it is a “political construct

that identity must be reflexive… Its aim is to build a political Europe… It does not seek to 

by Europe’s cultural characteristics.” 

because “

a national identity”

therefore calls for real “reconstruction” work. 
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ion, which therefore, by this “mere fact”

The Union is founded on the values of respect for human dignity, freedom, democracy, 

equality, the rule of law and respect for human rights, including the rights of persons 

belonging to minorities. These values are common to the Member States in a society in 

which pluralism, non-discrimination, tolerance, justice, solidarity and equality between 



The European identity is therefore an identity “under construction”. It espouses the 

cracy, which might also be referred to as “post

plurality of European democracies”. This “meta”

by retaining “only”
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become, as it were, “derealised”

Austria, Berlusconi’s media empire in Italy and Orban in Hungary. And it is p

is to be believed: “

nd equal in dignity and rights”
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continental and intercontinental reality of the century’s problems. 

their powerlessness. Traditional “Euro nationalism” is losing credibility because of t
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s the outcome of the political “no 

man’s land”

imagination equal to the European Utopia, that “dream of reason”. 
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