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Bronisław Geremek whom I dedicated my lecture delivered last November at the 

Europe and the values that guide European nations. Bronisław Geremek 
: “

—
— ”

can attest that Professor Bronisław Geremek’s

Bronisław Geremek’s speech to the Bundestag could well be dubbed 
— —

“
socialist system,” Geremek went on, 

“without trying

of one city’s experiences and one life. It is 
common memory and its genesis”

                                                           
ter Bronisław Geremek’s death (the 

—
preparation by the Bronisław Geremek 



 

2 
 

Bronisław 

— —

Bronisław Geremek in Poland, Sandor Marai in Hungary, Raymond Aron in 

—in line with Cicero’s oft
—

: “

the orator’s can entrust her to immortality?”

—
— called “historical 

policy”. “the so called” historical policy 

“historical policy” implies a selective and instrumental treatment of history. In one 
Powęska pertinently that “all the post

history (…) In the 

— —
Yalta and Potsdam”

                                                           

Powęska: —Niemcy. Kultura polityczna. Kultura pamięci
—
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Germans (“To what past should they refer, 
by crime?”), Wolff Powęska replies: “

to the democratic identity. (…) Patriotism 

distance”

—
Barbarzyńska Europa —

writes: “Shame belongs to the 
category of higher feelings. Shame for the ignominious deeds of one’s compatriots 
(…) is an unmistakable sign of national bond. In the sphere of European culture 

ignominious deeds committed by its members and on its behalf”

in Poland’s relations with its neighbors in the East and West. National 
— —

Powęska 
“love of one’s homeland endows all other nations with the same rights as 

ose enjoyed by one’s own 
” and that “

mindedness or insularity”

— —

—
—

— —

                                                           

ź my kobyłę historii. Wyznania poobijanego jeźdźca
—

Powęska — —
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Proponents of “historical policy” tend to forget that Nolte’s works triggered 
historians (“Historikerstreit”).

— —
of the “ olution” (Endl

ference between “historical memory” and “historical policy” is the same as 

—

happened and for effectively preventing a “repetition of history” on our continent. 

“We forgive and ask forgiveness”
—

—
sisted that “Brandt had kneeled in front of the wrong monument”

“kneeling in a foreign country like that contradicts all international norms. 
tian custom a man only kneels before God”. Much of 

German public opinion considered Brandt’s gesture degrading.



 

5 
 

—

—

—
Warsaw became “one of the most movi
century”

: “We witnessed the 

understanding with its neighbors” . In his memoirs, Brandt confided: “

them”

need to negate the truth, contradict facts and expel them from one’s memory. 

next generation as something natural. “However, good memory 
not depend on itself,” observes —“

inevitably gone before you notice. But ugliness persists immovable, like a rock”

— —

Powęska is “
— —

kes (…). It does not teach responsibility for the state, 
—

                                                           
Adam Krzemiński: Przyklęk pokoju “Polityka”

Dla Niemiec i Polski przyszłość leży w Euro
—

—

—Świat Książki 
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threat”

of one’s

—
— by “alien” and 

—
—

“France for the French”, “Finland for the Finns”, “The Netherlands for the Dutch”. 

—

— —

                                                           
Powęska: (Recycled history). „Gazeta Wyborcza”—Świąteczny 

—

—
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—

—
—

— —

—

— — “

undermining the existent international system”

—

                                                           
Traktat z Lizbony. Wybrane aspekty prawne działań implementacyjnych

Piotr A. Śwital wartości. 
międzynarodowej
Toruń—Adam Marszałek 2013, p. 10.

—
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Bolesław

—

—

“information policy” —

“ istorical policy” 
—

—

“The historic, post

                                                           

—
Bolesław Prus: 
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memory of the past (…). I am certain that sooner or later Russian

European continent” 

—
—

—

—
—

responsibility for German war crimes or even to “share” 

like “Polish death camps” in reference to Nazi concentration and annihilation 

                                                           
The text of Premier Vladimir Putin’s message w —

—
p?) by the daily “Gazeta 

Wyborcza” of 31 August 2009.
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“Polish” death c

relations with Germany than ever before. Poland’s support for the reunification of 
d Germany’s support for the

— —

—

—
—

—

— —

—Nazism and Stalinism. Grossman wrote: “The 
first half of the twentieth century (…) will go down in history as the time when –
                                                           

—
“Spiegel” 2009, no. 23.
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—

” The Russian writer then posed the question: “Does 

”

—
—

—after the Red Army’s invasion of 

als. The “Katyn lie” became one of 

The Group’s new experience and achievement

’s

—
—

                                                           

—

Biał —
—

—
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Andrzej Wajda’s feature film “Katyn” had powerful impact

Poland and Russia, exhorting them to “forgive wrongs, injustices and any evil 
mutually perpetrated”. The authors of the Message noted that “forgiving does not 
mean forgetting. For remembrance constitutes a crucial part of our identity (…)

countries, which constitutes the foundation of a peaceful future”

concerning the document of August 2012: “The path that led to that event was

—
— …”.

Unfortunately, the annexation of Crimea and Russia’s role in preventing the 

                                                           

, Metropolitan of Przemyśl, and the Head of the 
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since the fall of communism, as noted Piotr Świtalski in his recent essay on 

— —
–

—

the power of ideas: “P
nurtured in the stillness of a professor’s study could destroy a civilization”. He

Kant’s
deism and described Rousseau’s works as a blood

ing that: “The 

”

people’s views and convictions are as 

                                                           
Piotr A. Świtalski: 

–
Cztery eseje o wolności . Poznań—

“Ethics and International 
Affairs”, 1996, vol. 10, pp. 147
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— —

—

that’s another story…


