
REPORT ON AN EVALUATION OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CRIMINAL 

PROCEDURE CODE OF UKRAINE 



 







1. INTRODUCTION 

the Council of Europe Project “Support to criminal 

m in Ukraine”, financed by the Danish Government (

 
2

 
3  

 



2. METHODOLOGY 

5

 

 

 
8

 
9

Comparative table on the draft Law of Ukraine “On Amendments to Some Legislative 
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3. GENERAL OBSERVATIONS 

A. Introduction 

ational Scientific and Practical Conference “Criminal Procedure Code of Ukraine: Practice 

of Application and Prospects for Development”, 30 October 2013, the All



B. Institutional shortcomings 

43,000 per month but, according to the statistics provided by the General Prosecutor’s 

 

 



 

 



 

past is the prosecutors’ reluctance to take all reasonable steps, in a prompt and expeditio

inquiries, prosecutors rarely went further than obtaining explanations from police officers. The police officers’ 

prosecutors’ conflicting tasks in criminal proceedings –

Appeals to courts against prosecutors’ refusals to investigate, either on the basis of the separate 

prosecutors’ inquiry. Trial judges would rarely give an independent assessment of 

particular, the Committee of Ministers’ records concerning the execution of the Court’s judgm
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E. Capacity-building and public awareness 
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4. SECTION I. GENERAL PROVISIONS 



A. Chapter 1: Criminal Procedure Law of Ukraine and Its Scope [Articles 1-

6] 

B. Chapter 2: Principles of Criminal Proceedings [Articles 7-29] 

C. Chapter 3: Court, Parties, and Other Participants in Criminal Proceedings 

[Articles 30-83] 
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Law № 1689  



The leadership and representatives of different prosecutors’ offices and other 
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subdivisions from carrying out investigative activities without an investigator’s 

‘involved in committing crimes’ and certain factual circumstances, using the Law of 
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On the granting of suspects’ requests for investigative measures, see the comments with regard to Article 93 
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Defense counsel’s authority to participate in criminal proceedings shall be confirmed by
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D. Chapter 4: Evidence and Proving [Articles 84-102] 
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“rendering evidence inadmissible” to the list of motions that are to be considered 
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E. Chapter 5: Recording Criminal Proceedings. Procedural Decisions 

[Articles 103-110], Chapter 6: Notifications [Articles 111-112], Chapter 7: 

Procedural Time Limits [Articles 113-117], Chapter 8: Procedural Expenses 

[Articles 118-126] and Chapter 9: Repair (Compensation) of Damage in 

Criminal Proceedings [Articles 127-130] 

5. SECTION II. MEASURES TO ENSURE CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS 

A. Chapter 15: Provisional Access to Objects and Documents [Articles 159-

166] and Chapter 16: Provisional Seizure of Property [Articles 167-169] 
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B. Chapter 18: Measures of Restraint, Apprehension of a Person [Articles 

176-213] 
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visited that, as a rule, the exercise of the right to notify one’s next kin of one’s custody was 

notified, the time of notification and the detained person’s signature confirming the above (...)
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criteria for the selection of “custody officers” in establishments of the Ministry of 
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not rule on the applicant’s continued detention until about one and a half months 
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that there had been no violation of the applicant’s right to liberty, despite the clear fact that he 

of Ukraine, contrary to the Government’s submissions to the 
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6. SECTION III. PRE-TRIAL INVESTIGATION 

 



A. Chapter 19. General provisions in respect of pre-trial investigation 

[Articles 214-222] 

 
 

 
 



ion Letter “On Certain Issues of the Procedure to Challenge 

The official statistics provided by the Office of the General Prosecutor’s 

include two entries: “Number of reports on crimes filed to pre

agencies” and “Number of reports on crimes registered in the Unified Regi

trial Investigations”. In 2013 these entries respectively comprised 2,327,740 and 

№ 113 of  14.11.2012 and № 13 of  25.01.2013. 

 
 

 

procedures and possibility for challenging ‘inaction’ (‘refusal’ to



On Citizens’ Complaints
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B. Chapter 20: Investigative (Detective, Search) Actions [Articles 223-245] 

 
 



is ‘investigative 

(detective) action’. Thus, in combination with the provisions of Chapter 5
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C. Chapter 21: Covert Investigative (Detective) Actions [Articles 246-275] 
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investigation as one of the future challenges, and “

activities” is one of th
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D. Chapter 22: Notification of Suspicion [Articles 276-279] 
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E. Chapter 24: Completion of pre-trial investigation. Extension of time-

limits for pre-trial investigation [Articles 283-297] 
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F. Chapter 26: Challenging Decisions, Acts or Omissions during Pre-Trial 

Proceedings [Articles 303-313] 

inaction or 'refusal’ to enter notifications of crimes into 
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their applicability to an inaction or 'refusal’ to enter into the Unified Register 
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7. SECTION IV. COURT PROCEEDINGS IN THE FIRST INSTANCE 

A. Chapter 27: Preparatory Proceedings [Articles 314-317] 
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B. Chapter 28: Trial [Articles 318-368] 

C. Chapter 29: Court Decisions [Articles 369-380] 
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D. Chapter 30. Special procedure of criminal proceedings in the court of 

first instance [Articles 381-391] 
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8. SECTION V. CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS RELATED TO REVIEWING 

COURT'S DECISIONS 

A. Section 31: Criminal Proceedings in the Court of Appellate Instance 

[Articles 392-423] 

B. Chapter 32: Criminal Proceedings in Court of Cassation [Articles 424-

443], Chapter 33: Proceedings in the Supreme Court of Ukraine [Articles 

444-458] and Chapter 34: Criminal Proceedings upon Discovery of New 

Circumstances [Articles 459-467] 



9. SECTION VI. SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS 

A. Chapter 35: Criminal Proceedings Based on Agreements [Articles 468-

476] 

 
 

 
 



“Improving

agreements” 

B. Chapter 39: Criminal Proceedings in the Matter of the Application of 

Compulsory Medical Measures [Articles 503-516] 

 
 

 

 



measures may participate in their trial “unless prevented by the nature of mental 

disorder or illness”.
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10. SECTION VII. RESTORING LOST RECORDS OF CRIMINAL 

PROCEEDINGS, SECTION VIII. EXECUTION OF COURT DECISIONS, 

SECTION IX. INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION IN CRIMINAL 

PROCEEDINGS, SECTION X. FINAL PROVISIONS AND SECTION XI. 

TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS [Articles 524-540 
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12. OVERALL CONCLUSION 




