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The Landscape Catalogues, as tools 
created by the Landscape Law of 
Catalonia in order to identify and 
characterise our landscapes, 
following the European Landscape 
Convention.

To underscore the relevance that 
the results of landscape 
identification –landscape units—
and characterisation have had in 
the birth of many different 
initiatives, fostered both by the 
Administration and by civil society.



Catalan Parliament’s 
adherence

(December 2000)

Creation of the 
Landscape Observatory 

of Catalonia
(2005)

Landscape Act
(2005)

Decree for de development 
of the Landscape Act

(2006)

European Landscape Convention

Context



Landscape Catalogues of Catalonia 
Act 8/2005 of 8th of June for protection, management and planning of the
landscape in Catalonia:

“Documents of a descriptive and prospective nature which define the
various types of landscapes in Catalonia, identify their values and state of
preservation and propose the landscape quality objectives which need to be
met.”



Landscape Catalogues

Landscape quality 
objectives and  

landscape 
directives

Town and country planning

Landscape catalogues of Catalonia

Landscape catalogues are 
used for increasing 

knowledge and for to the 
introduction of landscape
quality objectives into town 

and regional planning in 
Catalonia, as well as into 

sectorial policies 
(agriculture, tourism…), with 

the cooperation and 
participation of the social 

agents



Seven Landscape Catalogues with the objective  of 
introduce the landscape into seven Territorial Zoning Plans

Landscape catalogues of Catalonia



The Prototype landscape catalogue established a conceptual, 
methodological and procedural basic outline for the preparation of the 
seven catalogues, coherently and in a coordinated way.

Landscape catalogues of Catalonia

www.catpaisatge.net/eng



Landscape catalogues of Catalonia

Catalan Landscapes Map

Public participation



Landscape catalogues of Catalonia

Catalan Landscapes Map

The definition of the 135 
landscapes integrates the 
relationship developed 
between the population and 
its landscape (such as the 
feeling of closeness, emotional 
links, the feeling of belonging, 
etc.)



Landscape catalogues of Catalonia

Catalan Landscapes Map

Names long-established 
between the population and 

that belong to collective 
memory



Landscape catalogues of Catalonia

Catalan Landscapes Map

These 135 landscapes are 
important because they 

constitute the basic territorial 
units to which specific 

landscape policies are applied



Landscape catalogues of Catalonia

Catalan Landscapes Map

The new social groups, the new 
ways of reading the territory, are 

discovering in this landscape 
units a source of inspiration to 

manage areas



Landscape evolution

Landscape catalogues of Catalonia



Landscape values

Landscape catalogues of Catalonia

Values:
• Aesthetic
• Ecological
• Historical
• Social use
• Spiritual
• Symbolic and  identity



Canvis en els paisatges periurbans Landscape dynamics



Landscape catalogues of Catalonia

Principal routes and areas from which the landscape
can be observed

Public participation



Landscape catalogues of Catalonia

Participation instruments



www.catpaisatge.net/eng

Landscape catalogues of Catalonia

Participation instruments



Landscape quality objectives

Landscape catalogues of Catalonia

The Landscape quality objectives
give rise to a whole heap of criteria

and actions which must contribute to 
achieving them. 

Criteria and actions not only for 
protecting landscapes, but also for 

managing and to planning.



Settlements that clearly define the skyline in relation to the open
landscape.



Landscape quality objective:

Entrances to urban areas that are
orderly and designed in accordance
with the surrounding landscape, 
recovering tree-lined promenades
and structuring them as a 
characteristic feature of the
landscape.



Publication of a Landscape catalogue



Technically accurate, based in the 
dialogue between scientific knowledge 
and society, and at the same time they 
must be easy to read. 

A tool aimed not only at getting to 
know Catalan landscapes, but also 
at preserving, managing and 
planning them. 

A powerful pedagogic tool so that 
Catalan society becomes aware of the 
landscapes they live in. 

Requirements



Some methodological challenges…

Scales and the level of detail when 
providing information

How to identify those values that 
are a result of emotional 
perception?

How to map fast dynamics and 
intangible values? Or how to map 
landscape diversity?



Application 

Planning at regional level

Sectorial policies

Local initiatives

Communication and awareness raising

Education
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Landscape Catalogues

Landscape quality 
objectives and  

Landscape 
Directives

Town and country planning

Landscape catalogues of Catalonia

When the landscape 
catalogues have been 

approved by the minister, the 
Government uses the 

landscape quality objectives
and the proposals in order to 

approve Landscape 
directives, which will become 
obligatory conditions in the 
context of town and country 
planning, into the territorial 

planning





PaHisCat. Historic evolution of landscapes of Catalonia

Pilot project on the evolution of landscape.

It aims to decipher and diffuse traces of the 
past that are visible in four different 
landscapes in Catalonia.

Provides guidelines on territorial, heritage 
and sectorial planning.



Application 

Planning at regional level

Sectorial policies

Local initiatives

Communication and awareness raising

Education



Adaptation into the Catalan institutional and regulatory 
framework of the Spanish Cultural Landscapes Plan



Aerogenerators cause 
controversy. More often than 
not, the areas with better wind 
conditions are also a more 
visually exposed areas and 
with a highly symbolic 
meaning

Enough knowledge, 
experience and technology 
(like landscape visibility 
analyses, 3D modelling), 
which allow to affirm that 
there are places where 
aerogenerators fit and others 
where they don't. 

Sitting and designing windfarms in the landscape in Catalonia



Landscape qualifications in rural accommodation
Country homes, farmhouses and agro-tourism establishments

The information of the Landscape Catalogues is been
analyzed by the Catalan government in defining a model
to create categories for rural tourism hotels that take
landscape into account





Pilot project on Augmented Reality and viewpoints

Pilot test that take the advantage of the Landscape
Catalogues to enrich points of touristic interest
through augmented reality technology



Application 

Planning at regional level

Sectorial policies

Local initiatives

Communication and awareness raising

Education



Provision of information to landscape charters

Landscape charters are voluntary instruments setting out 
agreements between the agents in an area (administrations, social 
and economic stakeholders, etc.) in order to promote landscape 
actions and strategies.

It has a great potential at local level to have more possibilities for 
citizens and administrations to take decisions together on landscape.

They are closely linked to the landscape catalogues: the vast 
majority of cases, the ambit of the charters coincides with one or 
other of the landscape units.



Crossborder project that strengthens and enhances landscape as a factor to both 
increase the feeling of belonging to a territory and to increase territorial 
competitiveness related to local development and the creation of business 
opportunities







The catalogue identified a landscape character in the Aspres plain area that has 
been used by the local city halls to create an association aimed at valorising the 
area and showing that living and producing in a quality environment is possible. 

Els Aspres d’Empordà Consortium

An example of an intelligent community that has been able to reinvent itself by 
working towards quality of the territory



New viewpoints in Empordà county council



Initiatives

Best practices

Criteria

Documentation

Landscape in he 
press

New website “Landscape from the local perspective”

Collection of 
resources and 
guidelines related to 
landscape protection, 
management and 
planning at local level



New website “Landscape from the local perspective”



New website “Landscape from the local perspective”
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Media



Different types of programmes of the Catalan public
television channel (TV3) to help raise awareness of
landscapes and the sense of belonging to an specific
landscape



“Descobrir Catalunya” (a travel and leisure magazine),
published a monthly article on one of the 135 landscapes in
Catalonia



Wikipedra. The portal of dry stone in Catalonia

Database of dry 
stone huts and 
shelters in Catalonia.

In its two year of 
existence, Wikipedra 
has made an 
inventory of more 
than 9.000 dry stone 
huts and shelters.



Wikipedra. The portal of dry stone in Catalonia



Wikipedra. The portal of dry stone in Catalonia



Wikipedra. The portal of dry stone in Catalonia
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The Map of the Landscapes of Catalonia have been
introduced in some Geography textbooks for secundary
schools



Educational project  “City, territory and landscape”



Landscape Catalogues of Catalonia
135 landscapes

Selection of 12 landscapes



Currently, people have been showing a growing interest for the place they live in. 
Citizens are becoming more and more involved in their nearest territory. 



We live in a global world, but we are increasingly prioritising local identities; we 
feel the need to manage our local world



In this context, people have a liking for landscape, given that it is an enjoyable and 
easy-to-understand concept, a synthesis of cultural, symbolic, emotional roots that 
can be very useful to make citizenship feel closer to the place.



www.catpaisatge.net
www.twitter.com/catpaisatge_en
www.facebook.com/catpaisatgeEN


