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The National Observatory for Rural Landscape

a. Development of planning and management strategies
b. Definition of landscapes types
c. National register of historical rural landscapes
d. Landscape monitorying
e. Definition of landscape quality objectives
f. Development of international  collaborations
g. Landscape prize
h. Landscape certification



126 areas selected

Av. Extension of each area:
500‐2000 ha

Selection criteria:

-Significance
-Integrity

-Vulnerability

National Register: 
‐ 14 Universities
‐ 80 researchers
‐ 10 Scientific coordinators



Historical origin
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Maps

Data
Total surface area (ha)

1314,16
Number of land uses

25
Number of patches

1161
Average Surface Area of patches (ha)

1,13
Average Surface Area of arable land patches (ha)

1,14
Hill’s Diversity Number

8,98
Edge Density (m/ha)

1012
Landscape Integrity Class (I-VI)

IV

Terraced olive orchards – Vallecorsa



Building the information: mapping  Historical terracings Monte Somma (Naples)
EEA - Corine land cover  2006

25 ha minimum unit

Historical terracings Monte Somma (Naples)
National register of Historical Landscapes 2012  

0,500 m2 minimum unit

1: 5000



Restrictions and Administrative boundaries

Existing restrictions:

‐ Landscape Restriction Law 1497/1939;

‐ Forest (Law 431/1985);

‐ Water courses Law 431/’85;

‐Mountain tops Law 431/’85;

‐Wetlands Law 431/’85;

‐ Volcanos Law 431/’85;

‐ Protected areas:

‐ EU Sites of Community Importance (Habitat);

‐ EU Special Protection Area (Bird) ;

‐ Humid Areas (Ramsar).

Terraced olive orchards ‐ Vallecorsa



Macereto Plateau
Land use Map

Macereto Plateau
Integrity of Historical Landscape Map



Accademia dei Georgofili

1977

2007

Castello d’Albola, 
Podere Marangole
(Chianti senese)

Integrity



Mixed hill cultures of lower Irpinia
Land use Map

Mixed hill cultures of lower Irpinia
Integrity of Historical Landscape Map
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WOODLANDS-POPULATION-FARMED LAND 1861-2007

-abandonment 1920-2007:   110.00 ha/year
-woodland increase 1920-2007: 68.000 ha/year
-urban sprawl 1990-2006: 8.206 ha/year   

Farmed land

Population

Forests



1900 2004Abandon in protected areas
(Ministry of Environment)
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Marche ‐ Policolture di Loretello 

81%

19%

Abandonment in areas 
with landscape restriction

Abandonment in areas 
with no landscape restriction

Abandon in areas of landscape restriction
(Ministry of Culture)  



There is the  need for  a different  
approach to biodiversity  considering the 

integration of humans and nature
in the landscape

Bosco di Sant’Antonio – Abruzzo – First Landscape protection  1953



1st EU Conference for the implementation of the  Joint Program
Firenze - 9-12 April  2014 



Law allowing  landscape restoration (February 2012):
‐ The removal of a forest grrown on an abandoned rural
landscape of historical interest (arable, pasture, forest)
is authorized.
The landscape as a priority (Art. 9 Italian Constitution)



The  Moscheta Landscape Park  – Tuscany
(Regional Public Property)   

Restoration of Historical Chestnut Orchards

Winner of  the prize  “ideal City”  







The restoration of the San Francis property in Assisi 

Italian Trust for the Environment (FAI)

















The Lamole terraced wine landscape



Thank‐you




