Take a step forward

The group may like to take more time to consider the stereotypical images they have of
the people represented in “Take a step forward”. You could use the activity “Euro-rail ‘a la
carte’” in the All Different – All Equal Education Pack to ask which people they would most like
to share a railway carriage with, and which people they would least like to share with.

Ideas for action
Take up the ideas from the follow-up. Follow through how you and young people can help groups
and organisations working with cultural or social minorities, and turn the ideas into practice.

Handouts
Role cards

You are an unemployed single mother.

You are the president of a party-political youth organisation (whose “mother” party is now in power).

You are the daughter of the local bank manager. You
study economics at university.

You are the son of a Chinese immigrant who runs a successful fast food business.

You are an Arab Muslim girl living with your parents who
are devoutly religious people.

You are the daughter of the American ambassador to the
country where you are now living.

You are a soldier in army, doing compulsory military
service.

You are the owner of a successful import-export company.

You are a disabled young man who can only move in a
wheelchair.

You are a retired worker from a factory that makes
shoes.

You are a 17-year-old Roma (Gypsy) girl who never finished primary school.

You are the girlfriend of a young artist who is addicted to
heroin.

You are an HIV positive, middle-aged prostitute.

You are a 22-year-old lesbian.

You are an unemployed university graduate waiting for
the first opportunity to work.

You are a fashion model of African origin.

You are a 24-year-old refugee from Afghanistan.

You are a homeless young man, 27 years old.

You are an illegal immigrant from Mali.

You are the 19-year-old son of a farmer in a remote village in the mountains.
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Take a step forward

Situations and events
Read the following situations out aloud. Allow time after reading out each situation for participants to step forward and also to look to see how far they have moved relative to each other.

• You have never encountered any serious financial difficulty.
• You have decent housing with a telephone and television.
• You feel your language, religion and culture are respected in the society where you live.
• You feel that your opinion on social and political issues matters and your views are listened to.
• Other people consult you about different issues.
• You are not afraid of being stopped by the police.
• You know where to turn for advice and help if you need it.
• You have never felt discriminated against because of your origin.
• You have adequate social and medical protection for your needs.
• You can go away on holiday once a year.
• You can invite friends for dinner at home.
• You have an interesting life and you are positive about your future.
• You feel you can study and follow the profession of your choice.
• You are not afraid of being harassed or attacked in the streets, or in the media.
• You can vote in national and local elections.
• You can celebrate the most important religious festivals with your relatives and close friends.
• You can participate in an international seminar abroad.
• You can go to the cinema or the theatre at least once a week.
• You are not afraid for the future of your children.
• You can buy new clothes at least once every three months.
• You can fall in love with the person of your choice.
• You feel that your competence is appreciated and respected in the society where you live.
• You can use and benefit from the Internet.
• You are not afraid of the consequences of climate change.
• You are free to use any site on the Internet without fear of censorship.
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