
Secretariat of the monitoring mechanism of the Council of Europe Convention on 
preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence 

Committee of the Parties   

 

 

Council of Europe Convention  

on Preventing and Combating Violence  

against Women and Domestic Violence  

(Istanbul Convention) 

______________________________________ 

 

Report of the 7th meeting  

Strasbourg, 1 – 2 April 2019 

IC-CP/Inf(2019)RAP7 

 

Published on 3 May 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2   IC-CP/Inf(2019)RAP7 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Table of contents 

Agenda item 1. Opening of the meeting and adoption of the agenda ............................................... 3 

Agenda item 2. Administrative and Budgetary Information ............................................................... 3 

Agenda item 3. State of signatures and ratifications of the Istanbul Convention ............................... 3 

Agenda item 4. Election of ten members of the Group of Experts on Action against Violence against 

Women and Domestic Violence (GREVIO) .......................................................................................... 3 

Agenda item 5. Thematic discussion - IC-CP(2019)6........................................................................... 4 

Agenda item 6.:  Information on co-operation activities of the Council of Europe of interest to the 

Committee of the Parties ..................................................................................................................... 5 

Agenda item 7. Date of next meeting ............................................................................................... 5 

Agenda item 8. Other business ........................................................................................................ 5 

Agenda item 9. Adoption of the list of decisions taken ...................................................................... 5 

Appendix I Agenda .............................................................................................................................. 6 

Appendix II  List of attendees ............................................................................................................... 7 

 

 

 

  



IC-CP/Inf(2019)RAP7  3 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Agenda item 1. Opening of the meeting and adoption of the agenda 

 
 
1. The members of the Committee were invited to adopt the draft agenda of the meeting. The 
Committee adopted the draft agenda as it appears in document IC-CP(2019)OJ7prov.   
 
 
Agenda item 2. Administrative and Budgetary Information 
 
2. The Executive Secretary informed the Committee about the latest developments regarding 
budget negotiations. Contingency plans have been prepared to take into account the budgetary 
constraints experienced by the organisation. At the moment, such contingency plans are only possible 
scenarios to be considered by the Committee of Ministers. If implemented, they are not expected to 
have major negative impact on the work of GREVIO. 
 
 
Agenda item 3. State of signatures and ratifications of the Istanbul Convention 
 
3. The Chair informed the Committee about ratification of the convention by Ireland. This brings the 
total number of ratifications to 34. The Executive Secretary informed the Committee about on-going 
cooperation to support member states’ efforts and activities towards ratification of the convention. There 
was general agreement on the need to step up efforts to dismiss misconceptions about the convention 
and highlight its added value. The Council of Europe publication “Questions and Answers” about the 
convention can be a useful tool in this regard. The publication exposes and rectifies such 
misconceptions and highlights the contribution of the Istanbul Convention to ending violence against 
women and domestic violence and to protect women’s human rights. GREVIO evaluation reports are 
also an important reference standard to highlight the added value of the convention and the monitoring 
process in identifying policy and legislative gaps and addressing such gaps through the findings and 
conclusions of GREVIO and the recommendations of the Committee of the Parties. 

 
 

Agenda item 4. Election of ten members of the Group of Experts on Action against 
Violence against Women and Domestic Violence (GREVIO) 
 
4. The Chair recalled that 19 States Parties had submitted a total of 26 candidates for GREVIO 
membership and that all nominations had been submitted by the deadline of 1 February 2019. She noted 
that generally efforts had been made to ensure transparent and competitive national selection 
procedures to comply with Rules 9 and 10 of the Committee of Ministers’ Resolution on rules on the 
election procedure of the members GREVIO. She regretted nevertheless that the objective of gender 
balance was not met by the nominating States Parties in their selection of suitable candidates and that 
further efforts were needed to achieve more diversity in professional backgrounds.   
 
5. The Chair recalled Rule 12 of the CM/Res(2014)43 on the election of members and emphasised 
the need to elect experts who possess the competences and professional experience and expertise that 
is not sufficiently represented in the GREVIO and the need to take into account the importance of 
continuity, transfer of expertise, gender balance and geographical representation. 
 

4.1 Examination of nominations of candidates for GREVIO membership (Rules 9 and 10 of CM/Res 

(2014)43) 

6. The Committee proceeded with the examination of the nominations of candidates for GREVIO 
membership based on the curricula vitae received by the Secretary General of the Council of Europe 
and information provided by the State parties on the on the manner in which candidates were selected 
at national level.  
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4.2 Election of ten members of GREVIO (paragraph 3 of Article 66 and paragraph 2 of Article 67 of the 
Istanbul Convention; Rules 11 and 13 of CM/Res(2014)43) 

 

7. The Chair informed the Committee that equipment for electronic voting had been provided for 
the meeting, which ensured the secrecy of the ballot and calculated the results of the voting.  
 

8. In accordance with paragraph 2 of Article 66 of the Istanbul Convention and Rule 14 of the 
Committee of Ministers Resolution, CM/Res(2014)43, the members of the Committee of the Parties 
proceeded toward the election of the ten GREVIO members. Following ten rounds of voting, the 
Committee declared the following candidates for GREVIO membership elected (in order of results for 
election round): 
 

1. Ms Iris LUARASI (Albanian) 
2. Ms Françoise BRIE (French) 
3. Ms Helena LEITAO (Portuguese) 
4. Ms Biljana BRANKOVIC (Serbian) 
5. Ms Simona LANZONI (Italian) 
6. Ms Marie-Claude HOFNER (Swiss) 
7. Mr Ivo HOLC (Slovenian) 
8. Ms Maria Andriani KOSTOPOULOU (Greek) 
9. Ms Marceline NAUDI (Maltese) 
10. Ms Asan ASKIN (Turkish) 

 
9. In accordance with paragraph 2 of Article 66 of the Istanbul Convention and Rule 14 of the 
Committee of Ministers’ Resolution CM/Res(2014)43, the Committee decided that these members of 
GREVIO were elected for a term of office of four years, beginning on 1 June 2019.  
 

 
Agenda item 5. Thematic discussion - IC-CP(2019)6 

 
a) Custody and Divorce (presentation by Belgium)  
b) Comprehensive and Co-ordinated policies (presentation by Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, 

Spain and Monaco) 
 

10. The Chair recalled the decision of the Committee to hold a thematic discussion on issues listed 
above. She drew attention to the fact that these exchanges are informal and aim to provide an 
opportunity for participants to allow for peer-to-peer exchange of information including on challenges 
and practical examples and practices that stem from their work and efforts to implement the convention, 
GREVIO’s findings and the Committee of Parties recommendations.   
 
11. Presentations by the representatives of the state parties focused on legal and policy frameworks 
in place, allocation of resources, data collection, inter agency and cross-sectorial cooperation, 
monitoring and accountability, political leadership and challenges with implementation of the convention 
in practice.  

 
12. In the exchange that ensued, delegations had a possibility to discuss the presentations in detail 
and learn from each other on the practical aspects related to the implementation of the convention in 
their country in relation to the relevant provisions (Article 10 and Article 31).  They stressed the important 
guidance that comes from GREVIO through its evaluation reports, findings and conclusions. They 
highlighted the importance of the Istanbul Convention as a common and progressive legally binding 
standard to mark progress tackling gender-based violence. 

 
13. The Committee took note of presentations and instructed the Secretariat to make them available 
on the website of the Committee of the Parties. The Committee decided to have thematic discussions 
as a standing item in the agenda of its future meetings. It decided to discuss the following themes at its 
next meeting: 
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a. Data collection on violence against women, including its presentation to the public and 
multi sector data collection (Austria, Bosnia and Herzegovina and Turkey) 

b. Social and Health services (Albania) 
 

Agenda item 6.:  Information on co-operation activities of the Council of Europe of interest to 
the Committee of the Parties 
 

14. The committee decided to postpone this item to its next meeting. 
 
 

Agenda item 7. Date of next meeting 
 
15. The Committee decided to hold its next meeting in the last quarter of 2019 in Strasbourg. The 
Executive Secretary recalled that the organisation of the meeting is subject to availability of resources.  
 
 
Agenda item 8. Other business 
 
16. The Executive Secretary informed the Committee about the activities of the GREVIO 
represented by its President at the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW63, March 2019). She 
highlighted interest among CSW63 participants in the Istanbul Convention and the work of GREVIO.  
She thanked the French authorities for their support in organising the side event on the promotion of the 
Istanbul Convention as a global tool to end violence against women and girls, as well as Switzerland for 
also sponsoring the event.  
 
 
Agenda item 9. Adoption of the list of decisions taken 
 
17. The Committee adopted the list of decisions as set out in document IC-CP/Inf(2019)LD7. 
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Appendix I 
Agenda 

 
1. Opening of the meeting and adoption of the agenda 
 
2. Administrative and Budgetary Information 
 
3. State of signatures and ratifications of the Istanbul Convention 
 
4. Election of ten members of the Group of Experts on Action against Violence against 

Women and Domestic Violence (GREVIO) 
 

4.1 Examination of nominations of candidates for GREVIO membership (Rules 9 and 10 of 
CM/Res(2014)43) 

 
4.2 Election of ten members of GREVIO (paragraph 3 of Article 66 and paragraph 2 of Article 67 of 
 the Istanbul Convention; Rules 11 and 13 of Resolution CM/Res(2014)43) 
 

 Resolution CM/Res(2014)43 on rules on the election procedure of 
the members of the Group of Experts on Action against Violence 
against Women and Domestic Violence (GREVIO), adopted by the 
Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe on 19 November 
2014 

CM/Res(2014)43 

 Names and curricula vitae of the candidates submitted for the 
election of members of GREVIO 

IC-CP(2019)8 
CONFIDENTIAL 

 Questions and answers on the election procedure of members of 
GREVIO 

IC-CP(2019)10 
RESTRICTED 

 Information provided by the States Parties on the manner in which 
candidates were selected at national level 

IC-CP(2019)9 
RESTRICTED 

  

5. Thematic discussion - IC-CP(2019)6 
 

a) Custody and Divorce (presentation by Belgium)  
b) Comprehensive and Co-ordinated policies (presentation by Netherlands, Norway, 

Portugal and Spain) 
 

6. Information on co-operation activities of the Council of Europe of interest to the 
Committee of the Parties 
 

7. Date of next meeting 
 
8. Other business 
 
9. Adoption of the list of decisions taken 
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