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Agenda item 1. Opening of the meeting and adoption of the agenda 

 
1. The Committee of the Parties to the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating 
violence against women and domestic violence (hereinafter referred to respectively as “the 
Committee” and “the Convention”) held its 6th meeting in Strasbourg on 25 January 2019.  

 
2. The meeting was opened by the Chair of the Committee Ambassador Elisabeth Walaas. 
 
3. The members of the Committee were invited to adopt the draft agenda of the meeting. The 
Committee adopted the draft agenda as it appears in document IC-CP(2019)OJ6prov. The agenda, as 
adopted by the Committee, is set out in Appendix I. The list of attendees is set out in Appendix II.  
 
 
Agenda item 2. Administrative and Budgetary Information 
 
4. The Chair introduced the new Executive Secretary of the monitoring mechanisms of the 
Convention Ms Liri Kopaçi-Di Michele and invited her to provide information regarding the 
administrative and budgetary situation. The Executive Secretary informed the Committee that all 
activities are taking place as foreseen under the biannual programme and budget (2018-2019). 
Preparations for the new biannual programme and budget (2020-2021) are underway. Proposals will 
take into account the developments with regard to ratifications of the Istanbul Convention and the 
need to ensure the effective functioning of the monitoring processes, monitoring bodies and other 
relevant activities. 
 
5. The delegation of Belgium informed the Committee that the government has earmarked 
23.000€ to support the activities of GREVIO. The Chair thanked the Belgian authorities and 
encouraged parties to consider making voluntary contributions to the Council of Europe and 
particularly to the cause of the Istanbul Convention with a view to ensuring the effective functioning of 
GREVIO. 
 
 
Agenda item 3. State of signatures and ratifications of the Istanbul Convention 
 
6. The Chair gave the floor to the Executive Secretary to provide information on the state of 
signatures and ratifications. The Executive Secretary drew attention to the state of signatures and 
ratifications of the Convention as it appears in the website of the Treaty Office: 
https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/treaty/210/signatures. Five state parties 
ratified the Convention in 2018: Croatia, Greece, Iceland, Luxembourg and the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia. 
 

a. Action taken by member States of the Council of Europe towards ratification of the Istanbul 
Convention 
 

7. Representatives of member states reported on the latest developments regarding 
promotion, ratification and implementation of the Convention. A parliamentary debate on the 
ratification of the Convention by Lithuania is hoped to take place in June 2019.  France informed 
the committee that promotion of gender equality and ending violence against women, including the 
launch of a campaign aimed at securing the universal adoption of the Council of Europe Istanbul 
Convention, will be among the priorities of the French Presidency of the Committee of Ministers of 
the Council of Europe and the G7. In view of GREVIO’s evaluation visit, Belgium is preparing the 
state report on the implementation of the Convention.  Albania highlighted the importance of 
regional gatherings such as the “Regional forum taking stock of the implementation of the Istanbul 
Convention in the Western Balkans and Turkey” (Skopje, 27 and 28 November 2018). They provide 
working and networking opportunities to exchange on progress and challenges with the 
implementation of the Convention. In preparation for the GREVIO evaluation visit, Spain is working 
on the finalisation of the state report. The Spanish delegate pointed out that the preparation of the 

https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/treaty/210/signatures
http://eca.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2018/11/regional-forum-takes-stock-of-the-implementation-of-the--istanbul-convention
http://eca.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2018/11/regional-forum-takes-stock-of-the-implementation-of-the--istanbul-convention
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state report is both an ambitious but also an interesting learning process as it enables a detailed 
analysis of the situation, progress made and what remains to be done. Serbia will receive GREVIO 
in March 2019. The process leading to the preparation of the state report involved several meetings 
with all relevant stakeholders: state authorities, parliamentarians, academia and NGOs. Italy will 
receive GREVIO in March 2019. The Italian delegate informed the Committee about action taken by 
the Italian authorities with regard to the implementation of the Convention.  
 

b. Action taken by the European Union towards signature and ratification of the Istanbul 
Convention 
 

8. The representative from Austria informed the Committee that promotion of the Istanbul 
Convention had been among the priorities of the Austrian Presidency of the European Union but 
despite efforts and progress, there was no decision with regard to the ratification of the Convention 
by the EU. The representative from Romania informed the Committee that the Romanian 
Presidency will support the promotion of the Convention at EU level including during numerous 
events on gender equality and women’s rights promoted by the Presidency.   
  

c. Declarations and reservations 
 
9. The Chair recalled that the Treaty Office has issued letters asking those member states that 
ratified the Convention in 2014 and made a reservation at that time, whether they want to renew 
them. The Chair encouraged state parties’ representatives that have made declarations or 
reservations at the moment of ratifying the Convention to lift them and apply the Convention in full. 
  
 
Agenda item 4. Recommendations on the implementation of the Istanbul Convention by: 

 

 Montenegro [IC-CP(2019)1 prov] 

 Portugal [IC-CP(2019)3 prov] 

 Sweden [IC-CP(2019)4 prov] 

 Turkey [IC-CP(2019)2 prov] 
 

10. The Chair recalled the discussions held during the 4th meeting of the Committee of the Parties 
which took place in Strasbourg on 30 January 2018 on the adoption of Recommendations by the 
Committee of the Parties in light of GREVIO's reports and proposals/suggestions (IC-CP(2018)6). 
During that meeting, the Committee agreed to adopt a standard approach to recommendations in light 
of GREVIO’s reports and proposals/suggestions, namely: 

a) to endorse GREVIO’s report in its entirety and, 
b) to issue recommendations combined with a request to the state party concerned to 

report back after a period of three years with respect to those proposals/suggestions in 
the report which are either qualified by an “urge” or, as regards Chapters I and II, by a 
“strongly encourage”. 
 

11. In the exchange that ensued, the delegate from Montenegro welcomed the publication of the 
GREVIO report and informed the Committee that ratification of the Convention has resulted in the 
adoption of numerous laws and regulations to ensure compliance with the Convention. Further 
progress and changes are expected as a result of the implementation of the Committee’s 
recommendations. The delegate from Portugal highlighted the importance of the process leading up 
to the preparation of the state report in regard of the evaluation of the implementation of the Istanbul 
Convention. The process included several government structures and ministries, representatives of 
NGOs and other civil society representatives, media (including social media debates) etc.  Portugal 
welcomed the Committee’s recommendations on the implementation of the Istanbul Convention and 
will ensure periodical evaluation of progress with their implementation. The Portuguese delegate 
pointed out excellent coverage of the GREVIO evaluation report by national media, including 
mainstream media. The delegate from Sweden welcomed the publication of the GREVIO report and 
drew attention to the positive impact of the state report with regard to co-operation and co-ordination 
among the state authorities, civil society representatives and other relevant institutions. The 
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Committee recommendations on the implementation of the Istanbul Convention in regard of Sweden 
will be translated and widely disseminated among all relevant stakeholders.  Sweden looks forward to 
cooperation with the Council of Europe to ensure their full implementation. The delegate from Turkey 
welcomed co-operation with GREVIO, the country rapporteurs and the Secretariat in the process of 
preparing and implementing the evaluation visit and all the way to the finalisation of the evaluation 
report on the implementation of the Istanbul Convention by Turkey.  Authorities have identified five 
priority areas for action: legislation, awareness raising and changing mentalities, prevention, measures 
in the area of health and co-ordination.  These priority areas of action are framed in the Gender 
Equality Women’s Empowerment Strategy (2018-2023). The authorities look forward to close co-
operation with the Committee of the Parties and GREVIO to ensure full implementation of the 
Convention. 
 
12. The Committee adopted the draft recommendations for Montenegro, Portugal, Sweden 
and Turkey, based on the standard approach agreed during the 4th meeting of the Committee of the 
Parties which took place in Strasbourg on 30 January 2018 on the adoption of Recommendations by 
the Committee of the Parties in light of GREVIO's reports and proposals/suggestions (IC-CP(2018)6). 
 
 
Agenda item 5. Exchange of views with the President of the Group of Experts on Action 

against Violence against Women and Domestic Violence (GREVIO) 
 

13. The Chair recalled that based on the rules of procedure, the Committee regularly meets with 
the President of GREVIO to hear about the state of the work of GREVIO and progress in preparing its 
reports and conclusions concerning the measures taken by the Parties to implement the provisions of 
the Convention, as well as any other issue relating to the functioning of the monitoring mechanism of 
the Convention. In this context, she welcomed the President of GREVIO Professor Feride Acar on 
behalf of the Committee.  
 
14. In her intervention, the President of GREVIO focused on progress with the signature, 
ratification and implementation of the Convention; the work of GREVIO including the preparation and 
publication of evaluation reports; drew attention to the backlash against women’s rights and the 
Convention; reported on co-operation and synergies with other regional and international mechanisms 
and concluded with the importance of the election of the 10 new members of the GREVIO by the 
Committee. In regard to the latter, she drew attention to the importance of ensuring continuity in the 
work and functioning of GREVIO. 
 
15. In the exchange that ensued, several representatives (Albania, Belgium, France, Finland, 
Malta, Montenegro, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovenia, Sweden and Turkey) took the floor to thank 
GREVIO and the President for the excellent work.  They highlighted in particular the preparation of the 
evaluation visits and the baseline evaluation reports which are done through a “transparent, co-
operative and constructive dialogue between GREVIO and the Parties to the Convention”. 
GREVIO’s approach to the evaluation process was described as “aiming to deliver knowledge and 
expertise, based on mutual goodwill and the wish to see countries progress in their efforts to 
eradicate gender based violence”.  Parties do not see GREVIO baseline evaluation reports as 
sanctions but rather as constructive and useful feedback to address gaps in legislation and policies 
and ensure implementation of the Convention including through co-operation and exchange of 
experience among the Parties. Speakers stressed the importance of providing GREVIO with the 
necessary budgetary and staff resources to ensure it continues to carry out its work and activities 
effectively. Speakers also drew attention to the “monitoring fatigue” and the importance of co-
ordination with other regional and international mechanisms to avoid they undergo monitoring or 
evaluation at the same time. This is in particular important as regards monitoring under UN CEDAW 
and reporting on Beijing +25.  
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Agenda item 6. Information on the procedure for the election of five new GREVIO 
members 

 

16. The Chair informed the Committee that, in accordance with Rule 9 of the Committee of 
Ministers Resolution [Res(2014)43 on rules on the election procedure of the members of the Group of 
Experts on Action against Violence against Women and Domestic Violence (GREVIO)], a letter 
requesting nominations for GREVIO candidatures had been sent to those state parties which do not 
yet have a national serving as an independent expert in GREVIO and to those ten state parties who 
have a national serving expert whose mandate is about to expire1 on 31 May 2019. A total of 28 state 
Parties were thus eligible to nominate candidates. The deadline for the submission of candidates is 1 
February 2019. 
 
17. The Chair drew attention to the importance of ensuring a balanced representation in terms of 
gender, geography and professional expertise. 
 
18. Lastly, she informed the Committee that the elections to fill the ten seats on GREVIO will take 
place at the 7th meeting of the Committee of the Parties, scheduled to take place in April 2019 with a 
view to the newly elected GREVIO members taking up office as of 1 June 2019. 
 
 
Agenda item 7. Opinion on the draft resolution on the financial modalities concerning the 

participation of non-state parties to the Council of Europe Convention on 
preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence 
[IC-CP(2019)5]. 

 
19. The Chair recalled that the Istanbul Convention is open to the signature and ratification by 
Canada, the Holy See, Japan, Mexico, the United States of America, as well as the EU, while it is 
open to accession to any other non-member state based on an invitation from the Committee of 
Ministers. She further recalled that the participation of a non-member State or of the European Union 
to the Convention would entail costs for the Organisation, in particular in relation to the follow-up 
mechanism of the Convention which is covered by the Organisation’s budget.  In view of the need to 
introduce a mechanism for covering such costs, the Organisation’s relevant services had prepared a 
draft resolution concerning financial arrangements for participation of non-member States in the 
Council of Europe Istanbul Convention for adoption by the Committee of Ministers. The Committee 
took note of the draft resolution as presented by the Secretariat and expressed its favourable opinion 
in this regard. 
 
 
Agenda item 8. Informal discussion on trends challenges and good practice at the level of 

States Parties [IC-CP(2019)6]. 
 

20. Following informal discussions on this item, the Committee agreed on two thematic areas for 
discussion at its next meeting: 1) Custody and Divorce (presentation by Belgium) and 2) 
Comprehensive and Co-ordinated policies (presentation by Netherlands, Norway, Portugal and 
Spain). 

 
 

Agenda item 9. Information on co-operation activities of the Council of Europe of interest 
to the Committee of the Parties 

 
21. The Committee took note of the information provided by the Secretariat on the recently 
launched project in the Russian Federation “Co-operation on the implementation of the Russian 
Federation National Action Strategy for Women (2017–2022)”. The project focuses on developing 
knowledge and skills in two areas of the Russian National Action Strategy (NASW): 1) prevention of 
social disadvantage of women and violence against women and 2) women participation in public and 
political life. 

                                                
1 The current 10 members whose mandate expires on 31 May 2019 are eligible for re-election for another mandate. 
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Agenda item 10. Election of Bureau members 
 

22. In accordance with Rule 4 of its Rules of Procedure, the Committee re-elected 

 Ms Elisabeth WALAAS, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, Permanent 
Representative of Norway to the Council of Europe, as Chair; 

 Mr Gilles HEYVAERT, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, Permanent 
Representative of Belgium to the Council of Europe, as First Vice-Chair; and 

 Mr João Maria CABRAL, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, Permanent 
Representative of Portugal to the Council of Europe, as Second Vice-Chair; 

 
for a term of office of one year starting on 31 January 2019. 
 
 
Agenda item 11. Date of next meeting 

 
23.  The Committee decided to hold its next meeting on 1 – 2 April 2019 in Strasbourg.  
 
 
Agenda item 12. Other business 

 
24. The Committee took note of information by the Belgium delegation on the work developed by 
the International Labour Organization (ILO) towards an international standard on violence and 
harassment against women and men in the world of work and noted their encouragement to support 
the adoption of such a convention. 

 
 

Agenda item 13. Adoption of the list of decisions taken 
 
25. The Committee adopted the list of decisions as set out in document IC-CP/Inf(2019)LD6. 
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Appendix I 
 

Agenda 
1. Opening of the meeting and adoption of the agenda 
 
2. Administrative and Budgetary Information 
 
3. State of signatures and ratifications of the Istanbul Convention 
 

d. Action taken by member States of the Council of Europe towards ratification of the 
Istanbul Convention 

 
e. Action taken by the European Union towards signature and ratification of the Istanbul 

Convention 
 

f. Declarations and reservations 
 

4. Recommendations on the implementation of the Istanbul Convention by : 
 

 Montenegro [IC-CP(2019)1 prov] 

 Portugal [IC-CP(2019)3 prov] 

 Sweden [IC-CP(2019)4 prov] 

 Turkey [IC-CP(2019)2 prov] 
 

5. Exchange of views with the President of the Group of Experts on Action against 
Violence against Women and Domestic Violence (GREVIO)  
 

6. Information on the procedure for the election of ten new GREVIO members 
 

7. Opinion on the draft resolution on the financial modalities concerning the participation 
of non-state parties to the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating 
violence against women and domestic violence [IC-CP(2019)5]. 
 

8. Informal discussion on trends challenges and good practice at the level of States 
Parties [IC-CP(2019)6]. 
 

9. Information on co-operation activities of the Council of Europe of interest to the 
Committee of the Parties 
 

10. Election of Bureau members [Rules of procedure]. 
 
11. Date of next meeting 
 
12. Other business 
 
13. Adoption of the list of decisions taken 
  

https://rm.coe.int/CoERMPublicCommonSearchServices/DisplayDCTMContent?documentId=090000168046325b
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