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 The Standing Committee is invited to: 

 Take note of the report of the 6th meeting of the Group of Experts on the Conservation of Wild 

Birds which took place on 21 June 2017 in Sliema (Malta); 

 Thank the national authorities of Malta for the excellent hosting of the meeting; 

 Take note of the decision by the Group to review its mandate and develop a Framework 

Programme of Work (FPoW) with clear expected outcomes, to be debated at its next meeting; 

 Take note of the proposals made for the future work priorities for the Group and based on the 

discussions on the added value of the Convention on wild birds’ conservation. 
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1. OPENING OF THE MEETING BY THE CHAIR AND ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA  

The Chair of the Group of Experts, Mr Rastislav Rybanic welcomed participants to the series of 

meetings dedicated to bird species’ conservation, to take place during the three following days. He 

warmly thanked the Maltese authorities for the kind invitation to host these important meetings and 

wished all participants productive and smooth discussions. 

Mr Sergei Golovkin, Chair of the Bern Convention Network of Special Focal points for illegal 

killing of birds, welcomed all participants in Malta on behalf of the Maltese authorities. He offered his 

and all his team’s kind assistance to all participants if need be and hopes the meetings will run well 

and will reach all their expected results. 

2. DEVELOPMENTS IN THE FRAME OF THE BERN CONVENTION SINCE THE 

LAST MEETING OF THE GROUP OF EXPERTS 

The Secretariat reminded the participants of past and current work of the Convention and the 

Group of Experts, as well as of the most recently adopted Recommendations and standards related to 

bird species conservation. 

3. UPDATES ON ACTIVITIES RELATED TO THE CONSERVATION OF BIRDS IN 

OTHER FORA 

In a series of presentations, participants got updated on the different activities implemented by 

other international Conventions, Agreements and partner organisations on wild bird’s conservation. 

They got acquainted with AEWA’s European Goose Management Platform, initiating a 

transition from single species management approach towards a multi-species one, the Working Group 

coordinating and the implementation of the Platforms objectives and its International Data Centre, 

which can effectively collate information for all European goose populations. 

Participants for further informed on current CMS avian projects, including the various operating 

Working Groups and Task Forces, established Action Plans and proposals for new listings of species 

in the Convention’s appendices, to be considered at the upcoming CMS COP 12. 

The representative of the European Commission reminded of the EU Action Plan for Nature, 

people and the economy and underlined its very recent adoption was the result of two and half years 

of work in the process named the Fitness Check of the EU Nature Directives. 

EURONATUR provided participants with an update on the state of implementation of their 

Adriatic Flyway programme and current activities such as capacity building and workshops aimed at 

strengthening networking and cooperation of local actors and NGOs, as well as most recent 

publications and future activities. 

FACE equally updated participants with on the organisation current activities in relation to the 

EU Action Plan and Bern Convention’s Charter on Hunting and Biodiversity and their upcoming 

events in relation to the eradication of illegal killing of birds. 

In a discussion following the updates received, BirdLife Europe presented their most recent 

activities for the protection of migratory birds and stressed that the Bern Convention should follow the 

processes related to the protection of the Barnacle Goose, which is also fully protected under 

Appendix II and is a non huntable species.  

4. SPECIES ACTION PLANS AND THEIR IMPLEMENTATION 

Participants further received a comprehensive overview of the current work by the AEWA on 

their Species Action and Management Plans, including on the revision of the AEWA Species 

Action/Management Plan Format and main reasons behind this, on the revision, retirement or 

prolongation of existing AEWA International Action Plans and on the current development of 5 new 

/revised action and management plans (White-headed Duck, Dalmatian Pelican, Barnacle Goose, 

Greylag Goose and Velvet Scoter), expected to be adopted at the next Meeting of AEWA Parties in 

2018. 

https://rm.coe.int/6th-meeting-of-the-group-of-experts-on-the-conservation-of-wild-birds/1680730d20
https://rm.coe.int/update-on-cms-avian-projects/1680730d3b
https://rm.coe.int/euronatur-news-from-the-adriatic-flyway/1680730d03
https://rm.coe.int/face-updates-april-2016-to-june-2017/1680730d3c
https://rm.coe.int/aewa-international-species-action-and-management-plans-update-on-curre/1680730d22
https://rm.coe.int/aewa-international-species-action-and-management-plans-update-on-curre/1680730d22
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The European Commission informed of the importance of the SAPs for the achievement of the 

EU Biodiversity Strategy objectives. Therefore, the EU strongly supports their development, 

including financially through the LIFE EuroSAP project. It is however important to stress that their 

implementation is not even among the EU member states, mainly due to the different amounts of 

financial and human resources countries can deploy. Therefore, countries need support, including 

guidance on how to implement the Plans. 

Birdlife Europe presented the state of play of implementation of the LIFE EuroSAP project, 

as 9 out of the 16 species concerned by the project have their SAPs currently being finalised. 

One of the most important features of the project is the launching of the SAP tracking tool 

which is not fully operational: www.trackingactionplans.org. The final project event will take place 

at the end of April/early May 2018 in Brussels. 

A major feature of the project is the creation of a European Species Coordination Group, to be 

working as a platform for coordination between the 5 legal frameworks operating on bird 

conservation – European Union, CMS, Raptors MoU, AEWA and Bern Convention. BirdLife 

International is supposed to take in charge the Secretariat work of the Group and the Terms of 

reference of the Group are under preparation. One of the main tasks of the Group will be to propose 

and agree on priority species to deal with through the SAPs. 

During a discussion session on challenges in the implementation of Species Action Plans, on 

possible gaps and cooperation needs, the Group identified the following issues, where action at 

international level might be reveal effective: 

On the link between SAPs, NAPs and local implementation:  

 The links between NAPs and SAPs have to be clearly identified and the need for the 

development of further NAPs carefully researched into. Nevertheless, capacities to implement 

the SAPs at national level are not equal and many countries need assistance in order to 

effectively implement them; 

 The update and preparation of SAPs is extensive and very time consuming work, therefore, it is 

advisable that research is conducted on why it is working for some species and not that well for 

others; 

 When huntable species are concerned, the issue of the sustainability of the species across the 

range states of the species should be discussed, possibly at international level; 

 Ways to enhance political commitment to the SAPs should be looked into, as the Plans are not 

legally binding and depend on the political commitment towards them at national level. 

On the Multispecies Action and Management Plans: 

 Multispecies approach is innovative, but further work is necessary on improving the system in 

order to include country specific details, issues and action required. Thus at a later stage, the 

international coordination/supervision could be better ensured; 

 The Bern Convention and the EC are urged to use the new AEWA Format for International Single 

SAPs and MSAPs as a standard template from now. The CMS is already using the Format. 

On international coordination: 

 The necessity for having a structure for coordinating the many actors’ efforts (AEWA, CMS, 

Bern, EU) is clear. The European Coordination Group foreseen in the Life EuroSAP project 

could be beneficial. The NGOs have an important role to play in helping remove these potential 

challenges.  

 A focus on mainstreaming bird conservation should be operated, in particular on agriculture and 

forestry and within the EU’s sectorial policies and funding mechanisms. An even stronger focus 

should be put into engaging with stakeholders in appropriate sectors. 

 The international level also has a role to play in the capacity building, thorough facilitating the – 

to be better learn from doing and from bad experiences through collective learning. 

https://rm.coe.int/life-eurosap-coordinated-efforts-for-international-species-recovery-/1680730d23
http://www.trackingactionplans.org/


 5 T-PVS (2017) 23 

 

 

 The coordination of the work at international level should be ensured also through the various 

WGs on Energy, poisoning, IKB, etc.  

5. FOLLOW-UP OF BERN CONVENTION COMPLAINTS CONCERNING BIRD 

CONSERVATION IN EUROPE 

5.1 Complaints on stand-by 2014/3: Presumed deliberate killing of birds in Serbia and 

2016/3: Alleged deliberate killing of birds of prey in Serbia 

The national authorities presented a detailed report on the efforts put in place to coordinate the 

fight against the illegal bird killing phenomena in their country. The Pannon Eagle LIFE project and 

its planned activities in Serbia were further presented. The Group debated various approaches and 

possible actions which could be implemented by the national authorities: 

a) Develop a Toolbox of international and national law and regulations which can be used when 

fighting the IKB phenomena at national level 

b) Engage with the THEMIS Network and IMPEL to seek their advice and support 

c) Enhance cooperation with neighbouring countries, including in the frame of the Pannon Eagle 

Life project 

d) Strengthen the implementation of preventive measures, particularly against the use of pesticides 

and illegal baits, for instance making use of trained dogs, following the successful Italian and 

Spanish experiences 

e) Ensure a sufficient annual budget is foreseen for the analyses of dead bird carcasses  

5.2 Complaint on stand-by 2014/6: Wind Energy Izmir (Turkey) 

The national authorities of Turkey presented a report on the status of development of wind 

energy installations in the Izmir peninsula in Turkey, on the EIA studies they are implementing, on 

the obligatory three-year monitoring and on the eventual migratory routes passing though the areas 

impacted by the energy developments. 

Various approaches and possible actions to be implemented by the national authorities of Turkey 

were identified during the meeting discussions: 

a) Consider strengthening cooperation with the Birdlife partner at national level as the wind energy 

installations in concerned area, apparently not on a major route for migratory birds, could have 

an impact on populations of other bird species 

b) The national Birdlife partner offers to provide information, using their own sensitivity mapping 

methods, on which other bird species could be concerned 

c) Consider discussing monitoring and mitigation measures with stakeholders and national NGO 

organisations, every time large numbers of the wind farms are developed, including in the Çeşme 

area. 

Both complaints are going to discussed gain at the September meeting of Bureau to the 

Convention and new reporting requests are most probably going to be addressed to the authorities. 

6. MANDATE OF THE GROUP OF EXPERTS AND NEXT MEETING OF THE GROUP 

The Group also debated the added value of Bern Convention action on the issue of wild birds’ 

conservation in a complex landscape where many actors and institutions intervene.  

The Bern Convention was mentioned a frontrunner in many issues linked to birds’ conservation 

in the past, later taken on board by other actors.  

The Group debated the possibility to use the Group of Experts as a catalyst for thinking on new 

emerging issues and as a coordination mechanism for Contracting Parties, feeding into the work of 

other groups under other instruments, such as Flyways Groups, Energy Working Group, Poisoning 

Group, Renewables Group, etc. 

https://rm.coe.int/implementation-of-the-tunis-action-plan-2013-2020-in-serbia/1680730d3a
https://rm.coe.int/brief-summary-of-the-pannon-eagle-life-project-goals/1680730d25
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Several proposals were made for future work priorities for the Group, based on the discussions 

on the added value of the Convention: 

 Control on the potential impact of derogations (Article 9 of the BC) on the conservation status of 

the species concerned, possibly in cooperation with the EC. The need for the development of one 

standardised database was mentioned, which would allow to assess/analyse the potential impact 

of the derogations. 

 The necessity of a revision of the European Charter on Hunting and Biodiversity was mentioned. 

 The possibility for the Bern Convention to ensure a stronger link and to be a platform for 

cooperation between EU member states with non-EU countries in Europe along species flyways; 

 The leading role of the Convention on the IKB issue Continue, through the Tunis AP was 

mentioned as a priority; 

 Continue intervening, when the Bureau considers it important, to screen case-files dealing with 

bird conservation issues and advise the Bureau. It provides opportunity for Cps concerned to 

discuss the cases in international context, learn from other countries’ experiences and debate 

possible issues of transborder cooperation with the neighbouring countries 

 Continuation of the work of the Convention on power lines and birds, including new 

developments and challenges linked to renewable energy developments; 

 Continue to allow the discussion of bird species’ related complaints to the Convention, keep 

advising the Standing Committee on these matters and offer a platform for cooperation between 

authorities and stakeholders on these complaints;   

 Dedicate space to discuss capacity-building not only within the Group itself, but also at national 

level, as implementation depends on the capacity and awareness of the stakeholders and local 

actors in most of the cases; 

 Mainstreaming work in other sectors, agriculture and bird conservation, transport and bird 

conservation, forestry and bird conservation, etc. 

The group of Experts agreed that the Secretariat, in cooperation with the Chair of the Group of 

Experts, should prepare a revised mandate of the group, accompanied by a draft Framework 

Programme of Work (FPoW).  The draft FPoW of the Group should be more specific on the areas of 

future work of the Group and, where possible, specific outcomes’ oriented. The Group of Experts 

could debate the draft of the WPoW electronically ahead of the new meeting of the Group, where it 

could be finalised. This will allow the Convention Standing Committee to decide on how often the 

Group should meet, according to the expected outcomes. 

7. ELECTIONS OF A NEW CHAIR OF THE GROUP OF EXPERTS 

The Group unanimously re-elected Mr Rastislav Rybanic as Chair of the Group of Experts 

and Mr François Lamarque as Vice-Chair of the Group. 
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Appendix 

                                                 
 

BERN CONVENTION 

6TH MEETING OF THE SELECT GROUP OF EXPERTS ON CONSERVATION OF WILD BIRDS  

Wednesday 21st June 2017 

Sliema (Malta) 

 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
__________ 

 
 

I. CONTRACTING PARTIES / PARTIES CONTRACTANTES 
 

ALBANIA / ALBANIE 

Mr Ermal HALIMI, Biodiversity Directorate and Protected Areas, Ministry of the Environment, 

Forests & Water Administration. 

 

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA / BOSNIE-HERZÉGOVINE 

Ms Nada MLINAR, Executive Assistant for International Co-operation, Ministry of the Foreign Trade 

and Economic Relations. 

 

CROATIA / CROATIE 

Ms Maja POLIĆ, Senior Inspector of Nature Protection, Directorate for Inspectional Affairs, Sector for 

Nature Protection Inspection, Ministry of Environment and Energy. 

 

CYPRUS / CHYPRE 

Mr Panicos PANAYIDES, Game & Fauna Department Officer, Ministry of the Interior. 

 

CZECH REPUBLIC / RÉPUBLIQUE TCHÈQUE 

Ms Libuše VLASÁKOVÁ, Ministry of the Environment of the Czech Republic. 

 

EUROPEAN UNION / UNION EUROPÉENNE 

Mr Ludovic LE MARESQUIER, Nature Policy officer, European Commission, Directorate-General 

for Environment, Unit ENV.D.3 Nature Protection. 

 

FRANCE / FRANCE 

Mr François LAMARQUE, Chargé de mission pour les actions européennes et internationales en 

faveur de la faune et de la flore sauvage, DGALN/DEB/PEM2, Ministère de l'Environnement, de 

l'Énergie et de la Mer. 

 

GERMANY / ALLEMAGNE 

Mr Oliver SCHALL, Deputy Head of Division, Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature 

Conservation and Nuclear Safety, Division N I 3 Species Protection. 

 

HUNGARY / HONGRIE 

Mr András SCHMIDT, Deputy Head of Department for Nature Conservation, Ministry of 

Agriculture, Department for Nature Conservation. 

 

ITALY / ITALIE 

Mr Claudio MARRUCCI, Carabinieri. 
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Mr Alessandro ANDREOTTI, Researcher of ISPRA, National Institute for Environmental Protection 

and Research ISPRA - Area Avifauna Migratrice. 

 

MALTA / MALTE 

Ms Elaine CARUANA, Wild Birds Regulation Unit. 

 

Mr Nicholas FARRUGIA, Wild Birds Regulation Unit. 

 

Ms Bonnie FARRUGIA, Environment Protection Officer, Environment and Resources Authority. 

 

Ms Jessica FENECH, Wild Birds Regulation Unit. 

 

Mr Sergei GOLOVKIN, Head of Wild Birds Regulation Unit, Parliamentary Secretariat for 

Agriculture, Fisheries & Animal Rights. 

 

Mr Mark GRECH, Economics Officer, Ministry for the Environment, Sustainable Development and 

Climate Change. 

 

Mr Richard LIA, Wild Birds Regulation Unit. 

 

Mr Godwin MERCIECA GRECH, Wild Birds Regulation Unit. 

 

Ms Rosalie MINTOFF, Wild Birds Regulation Unit. 

 

Mr Kenneth PORTELLI, Wild Birds Regulation Unit. 

 

MONTENEGRO / MONTÉNÉGRO 

Ms Marina MIŠKOVIĆ SPAHIĆ, Head of the Directorate of the Nature Protection, Ministry of 

Sustainable Development and Tourism. 

 

POLAND / POLOGNE 

Ms Dorota ŁUKASIK, Expert, Nature Conservation Department, General Directorate for the 

Environmental Protection. 

 

PORTUGAL / PORTUGAL 

Mr João José DE BASTOS LOUREIRO, Instituto da Conservação da Natureza e das Florestas, ICNF, 

Chefe da Divisão de Gestão das Espécies da Fauna e da Flora (Head of Unit), CITES Management 

Authority. 

 

SERBIA / SERBIE 

Ms Snezana PROKIC, Focal point for Bern Convention, Adviser, Ministry of Energy, Development 

and Environmental Protection. 

 

SLOVAK REPUBLIC / RÉPUBLIQUE SLOVAQUIE 

Mr Rastislav RYBANIČ, Director General, Division of Nature Protection and Landscape 

Development, Ministry of the Environment. 

 

Mr Ondrej KOPOREC, Department for Detection of Hazardous Materials and Environmental Crime, 

Prezidium of the Police Force, Criminal Police Bureau, Ministry of Interior of the Slovak Republic. 

 

SPAIN / ESPAGNE 

Mr Rubén MORENO-OPO DÍAZ-MECO, Subdirección General de Medio Natural, Dirección 

General de Calidad y Evaluación Ambiental y Medio Natural, Ministerio de Agricultura y Pesca, 

Alimentación y Medio Ambiente. 

 

TUNISIA / TUNISIE 
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Mr Tahri JAMEL, Inspecteur principal, Direction Générale des Forêts, Ministère de l'Agriculture, des 

Ressources hydrauliques et de la Pêche. 

 

TURKEY / TURQUIE 

Mr Burak TATAR, Wildlife Biologist, Department of Wildlife Management, Ministry of Forestry and 

Water Affairs. 

 

Mr Fehmi ARIKAN, Expert, Department of Game Management, General Directorate of Nature 

Conservation and National Parks, Ministry of Forestry and Water Affairs.  

 

UNITED KINGDOM / ROYAUME-UNI 

Ms Emma PHILLIMORE, Head of Wildlife Management and Crime, Natural Environment Policy, 

Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA). 

 

Mr David STROUD, Joint Nature Conservation Committee. 

 

 

II. OBERSER STATES / ETATS OBSERVATEURS 
 

ALGERIA / ALGÉRIE 

Mr Mohamed HADJELOUM, Chef du bureau de la Gestion et de la Protection de la Faune Sauvage, 

Direction Générale des Forets. 

 

III. OBERSERVERS / OBSERVATEURS 
 

Secretariat of the Convention on the conservation of migratory species of wild animals 

(UNEP/CMS) / Secrétariat de la Convention sur la conservation des espèces migratrices 

appartenant à la faune sauvage (PNUE/CMS)  

Mr Borja HEREDIA, Head of the CMS Scientific and Technical Unit, UNEP/CMS Secretariat. 

 

Ms Carmen NAVES MUÑOZ, Coordinator of the Mediterranean Task Force on Illegal Killing of 

Birds, UNEP/CMS Secretariat. 

 

Secretariat of the Agreement on the Conservation of African-Eurasian Waterbird 

(UNEP/AEWA) / Secrétariat de l’Accord sur la conservation des oiseaux d’eau migrateurs 

d’Afrique-Eurasie (UNEP/AEWA) 

Ms Nina MIKANDER, UNEP/AEWA Secretariat, African-Eurasian Waterbird Agreement. 

 

Mr Sidi Imad CHERKAOUI, AEWA Technical Committee, Ecole Supérieure de Technologie de 

Khénifra (Université Moulay Ismail). 

 

 

UNEP Vienna / Secretariat of the Carpathian Convention 

Ms Margaretha LYNN SCHLINGEMANN, UNEP Vienna / Secretariat of the Carpathian 

Convention. 

 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (Unesco) / Organisation des 

Nations Unies pour l’éducation, la science et la culture  

Mr Miguel CLÜSENER-GODT, Senior Programme Officer, Chief of the Section on MAB Research 

and Policy, Ecology and Biodiversity, Division of Ecological and Earth Sciences, Man and the 

Biosphere (MAB) Programme.  

 

African-Eurasian Migratory Landbirds Working Group, UNEP/CMS 

Mr Olivier BIBER, Chair, African-Eurasian Migratory Landbirds Working Group. 

 

BirdLife International  / BirdLife International  
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BirdLife Europe & Central Asia 

Mr Willem VAN DEN BOSSCHE, Conservation Officer, BirdLife Europe. 

 

BirdLife Cyprus 

Mr Martin Abbas HELLICAR, BirdLife Cyprus. 

 

BirdLife Malta 

Mr Nicholas BARBARA, BirdLife Malta. 

 

Ms Janina LAURENT, BirdLife Malta. 

 

BirdLife United Kingdom 

Dr Vicky JONES, BirdLife International. 

 

Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) 

Ms Nicola CROCKFORD SUTHERLAND, RSPB. 

 

Euronatur 

Mr Stefan FERGER, Project Management, Euronatur, EuroNatur Stiftung, Konstanzer. 

 

Federation of Associations for hunting and conservation of the EU (FACE) 

Mr David SCALLAN, Wildlife Policy Officer, FACE - Federation of Associations for Hunting and 

Conservation of the EU. 

 

Federation for Hunting and Conservation - Malta (FKNK) 

Mr Joseph PERICI CALASCIONE, Federation for Hunting and Conservation - Malta (FKNK). 

 

Il Nibbio – Antonio Bana’s Foundation for research on ornithological migration and 

environmental protection / Il Nibbio – Fondation Antonio Bana pour la recherche des 

migrations ornithologiques et la protection de l’environnement 

Mr Lino FARRUGIA. 

 

Institute for Nature Conservation of Vojvodina Province 

Mr Marko TUCAKOV, Higher Associate for International Cooperation and Project Manager, Institute 

for Nature Conservation of Vojvodina Province. 

 

Kaccaturi San Ubertu - St. Hubert Hunters - Malta 

Mr Mark MIFSUD BONNICI, Kaccaturi San Ubertu - St. Hubert Hunters – Malta. 

 

 

IV. MODERATORS – SPEAKERS / MODERATEURS - INTERVENANTS 
 

Mr Nicholas CRAMPTON, Retired U K Crown Prosecution Service Lawyer. 

 

 

V. SECRETARIAT / SECRETARIAT 
 

Directorate of Democratic Governance / Direction de la Gouvernance démocratique 

 

Ms Iva OBRETENOVA, Secretary of the Bern Convention / Secrétaire de la Convention de Berne, 

Biodiversity Unit / Unité de la Biodiversité 

 

Ms Véronique de CUSSAC, Administrative Assistant / Assistante administrative, Biodiversity Unit / 

Unité de la Biodiversité 

 


