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Moderator / Modérateur

Why?
Recognition of child participation as a right – reflected in legal instruments.

Many benefits of child participation in healthcare – the right thing to do and 
also more effective 

But implementation is inconsistent and a challenge

Lack of practical guidance and training

Regional differences in Europe about the interpretation of these rights in 
domestic laws; policies, knowledge and practices of professionals

= A lottery for children….

Can sometimes be complex 



Objectives 
Help professionals

• Understand their role in supporting children to participate in decision making
• Develop their practice in this area

Share existing guidance and practices

Respect rights
Improve healthcare

Focus: individual healthcare decision 



Legal and conceptual frameworks
Main provisions under international law

• General principles
• Specific situations

Domestic legislations in Member States
• Consent
• Right to receive information / Right to express a view

Principles of meaningful participation



Supporting the participation of children 
in the decision-making process

Roles
Responsibilities



Provide
information

Help children 
express view

Consider
children’s
opinions

Reaching a decision 

Supporting the decision making process



Reaching a decision

Determining a child’s best interests
Consent, assent, dissent

Managing disagreement and conflicts



Follow up work

Guide available in: 
English, French, Armenian, German, Hungarian, Lithuanian, Polish, Romanian, Spanish
+ Latvian and Potuguese (coming).



 https://www.coe.int/en/web/human-rights-and-
biomedicine/promoting-children-s-participation-in-
decisions-about-their-health


