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Wolf (Canis lupus) – Czech Republic
• Habitats Directive: Annex II and IV (strict protection)

• 1 Natura 2000 SCI Beskydy Mountains

• Critically endangered species – Act No. 114/1992 Coll. 

• Game Act No. 449/2001 Coll. – game species where no hunting is possible

• No regulation possible

• Last report on FCS
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Wolf occurrence data – National Data Occurrence
Database

Atmosphere in the CZ

1. Farmers not ready to 
protect farm animals
against large
predator

2. Hunters – competitor
in game 
management

3. Overall opinion that
wolves were
reintroduced by 
nature conservation
authorities

4. Overall opinion that
there hasn´t been
any space for wolves
in cultural landscape

5. Fear of wolf



Return of the Wolf - challenge

Conflict species (farm
animals)

Regulatory function – wild
ungulates (overpopulated)

Until the end od the 19. 
century – natural part of

the Czech landscape

Negative attitude of
the community and 

illegal killing
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Data interpretation – GIS layer „area of repeated wolf occurrence“

Pink colour – area of repeated wolf occurrence
Dots – specific damages on farm animals (one colour, one
year)
Data on road kills, poaching, natural mortality
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The Wolf Management Plan in the Czech Republic

Valid since 2020
• Document within the responsibility of the Ministry 

of the Environment
• Nature Conservation Agency of the Czech Rep. -

national coordinator

Main goal
- Favourable conservation status
- Coexistence – mitigation of the

conflict

Canis lupus – Annex II, IV of the
Habitats Directive – strictly protected
(management not possible)
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Key measures of the Management Plan

Subsidies on 
preventive measures

Damage
compensation system

Solution of problematic
individuals

Protection of the biotop,
Monitoring, Research (genetics), 
System of PR to the public nad 

stakeholders,
Poaching investigation

Mitigation of the
conflict



3 key types of measures to support farm animals breeders

• Compensation of damage on farm animals (direct kill) - Act
No. 115/00 Coll. – state budget

• Subsidies on preventive measures purchase to protect farm
animals against wolf attacks - Operational Programme
Environment

• Financial compensation for legal constraints in farming
(hindrance to farming) – state budget



Damage compensation (Act. No. 115/2000 Coll.)

• Selected species of domesticated animals (cattle, pigs, 
sheep, goats, poultry, horses, donkeys, rabbits and fur animals), and 
livestock guardian dogs

• Condition – animals in a enclosed object, electric fence, or under
direct control of a person or livestock guardian dog.

Compensation includes the price for the killed animals (usual price, price
list), the costs for sanitation service or costs for the treatment of injured
animals

Comprehensive amendment to the Act was needed –
no obligatory minimum parameters of preventive
measures
Amendment will be valid since January 2026 –
minimum parameters will be set (by a Decree –
under preparation)



The amount of compensation for direct farm animals kill paid
year Number of

attacks
Compensat
ed amount
in EUR

2018 83 62.900

2019 147 227.200

2020 233 250.850

2021 190 216.113

2022 293 388.663

2023 303 425.101 2024: 395; 465.700 Eur



How to prevent the wolf attack?

• Change of grazing organisation, breeding
(driving off for the night), management of the
farm

• Guarding the farm animals (shepherd, 
livestock guarding dogs)

• Technical measures (electric fences, koshers)



Standard – preventive measures

Potection of Farm Animals against Large
Carnivores Attacks – Nature Protection Standard 
= Document for the subsidies from Operational
Programme Environment– 100% subsidy

To download at https://standardy.nature.cz/



Voltage – 5 - 7 kV (min. 3,5 kV) – on wires
Discharge energy 5 J
Height – 120 cm
Emphasis on protection from overcoming the
fence from below
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• Minimum costs (eligible expenditure) 50.000 
CZK ≈ 2.025 EUR (without VAT),  100% subsidy

• Minimum 5 farm animals (legal breedings)
• Minimum grazing load 0,2 large livestock unit 

per hectar
• Project realised within the area of the

„repeated wolf occurrence“ 
• Landscape fragmentation limited! Emphasis

on temporary fences! (livestock guarding dogs, 
electric fences, night enclosures, protection
against crawling under) – measures described
in the Standard

Subsidies for Preventive Measures Purchase –

Operational Programme Environment

Programme period 2021 – 2027: totally 2.700.000 Eur spent



Basic principle – limitation in agriculture, in way of farming - because of

wolf presence (wolf cannot be hunted, farmer is obliged to tolerate its

occurrence)

(Decree No. 43/2024 Coll., amending the Decree No. 432/2005 Coll.)

News – financial compensation for legal constraints
in farming due to wolf occurrence

The purpose is to offer financial compensation to those land owners who are 
realising effective measures to protect farm animals against wolf attacts = 
compensation of additional costs

Sheep/goat – per hectar rate
Cattle – individual calculation approx. 1.200.000 EUR/ year
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