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CONFIDENTIAL

The Response of the Govcrnrncnt ofTflrkiye to the Report by flic European Committec
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatmcnt or Punishment

(CPT) on its Ail-Hoc Visit to Tûrkiye from 13 to 22 Fcbruary 2024

IParagraph 151

During the planning and construction of prison projects, as weIl as later, while rernand
and sentenced inmates are held within the establishments, the minimum prison standards
specified in the recommendations made by the Committee ofMinisters ofthe Council of Europe
on the execution of prison sentences are taken into consideration. In a number of provinces,
temporary overcrowding might be observed owing to a rapid surge ofdetentions depending on
court procecdings. Nevertheless, this circumstance is elirninated within a short period of lime
through referrals and transfers to other establishments.

Currently 404 prisons operate in Tflrkiye. with a total capacity of 295,268 inmates.

In response to an unforeseen rise in the number of inmates over the last few years.
construction ofa total 58 new prisons are planned. This will add 48,784 to the total number of
inmate capacity by die end of 2026. Currently, 24 ofthese prisons are under construction and
34 are in the project stage.

During the same period. 22 prisons, incompatible with modem sentence execution
regime, with a capacity of 2,522 inmates, are planned to be closed down.

In tliis context, of ±e 24 establishments under construction, with a capacity of 19,986
inmates;

- By die end of 2024, 10 prisons with a capacity of 8,364,
- By die end oC 2025,4 prisons with acapacity of 3,524, and
- In 2026, 10 prisons with a capacity of 8,098 inmates are planned to be put in

service.

In this context. with a view to finding a lasting solution to die problem ofovercrowding
and improving issues related b flic execution regime in general, legislative works have been
launched and are stiil continuing vigorously.

[Paragraph 21]

The following provisions are laid down in die “Law on die Execution of Sentences and
Security Measures” (“LESSM”):

Closed prisons

Article 8.

(1) Closed prisons are establishments with internaI and external security personnel,
equipped with technical, mechanical, electronic or physical barriers against escape, in which
the doors of the rooms and the corridors are kept closed. where contact between convicts not
sharing the sanie room and contact with die outside world is only possible in such cases as
specifled in the legislation, where the sufficient level of security is provided, and where die
individual, group or collective rehabilitation methods can be implemented according to die
needs ofconvicts.
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High-security closed prisons

Article 9.

(1) High-security closed prisons are facilities with internai and externat security
personnel, equipped with technical, mechanical, electronic or physical barriers against escape,
in which the doors of the rooms and the corridors are kept closed, where contact between
convicts not sharing the saine room and contact with the outside world is only possible in such
cases as specified in the legislation, and where convicts subject to a tight security regirne are
accomrnodated in single or three-person rooms. In such institutions, individual or group
rehabilitation methods shah be irnplemented.

(2) Persons sentenced to aggravated life imprisonment and persons sentenced to
imprisonment for establishing or leading a criminal organization, or in Hie framework of Hie
activities ofsuch an organization those sentenced for:

a) Crimes against humanity (Articles 77 and 78 of 0e Criminal Code),

b) Murder (Articles 81 and 82 ofthe CC).

c) Production and trafficking ofpsychoactive substances (Article 188 ofthe CC),

d) Crimes against the security of the State (Articles 302, 303, 304, 307 and 308 of the
CC),

e) Crimes against constitutional order and its operation (Articles 309 to 315 ofthe CC),

regardless oC the length ofsuch sentence, shah serve their sentences in these institutions.

(3) Thosc who are in a dangerous condition due ta their actions and attittides and those
dctermined to be kept under special control and supervision and those who violate order and
discipline at the institutions in which they are held or who insist on resisting measures.
instruments and procedures of rehabilitation shall be sent to these institutions.

(4) Where Hie institutions deflned in die first paragraph are insufficient for the need. the
high-security parts ofother closed prisons shall be used.

(5) (Amended 25.05.2005 by Law no. 5351) It may be deeided that; prisoners sentenced
to life imprisonment and served two thirds of the terni specifled under Article 107 for
conditional release, those sentenced to definite ternis and served one third of the total term, as
well as those specified in paragraph 3 herewith, who served one third of the total term in these
establishments and displayed good eonduct; be sent to other prisons appropriate to their
behavior and cliaracter.

[. . j
Execution ofthc sentence ofaggravated hife imprisonment

Article 25.

(1) e) Depending on risk and security considerations and on his/her effort and good
behavior in rehabililation and treatrnent activities, the time for which he/she goes out and does
physical exercises in the open air may be extended and he/she may be alhowed, to a Iimited
extent, to have contacts with convicts who stay in the sanie unit with hirn/her.
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[.
Physical education

Article 87.

(1) To ensure his social, mental and physical development, the convict shall be permitted
b take part in sport, physical education and recreational activities to the extent allowed by his
physical and mental health condition, and for ibis purpose space and materials shail bu provided
w the extcnt available.

(2) Convicts who do not work in the open air or who are in closed penat execution
institutions shall be permitted to walk in the open air for at least one hour a day. to the extent
allowed by weather conditions. Individual exercises may also bu performed during this time.
Convicts in open penal execution institutions and in reformatories for minors may participate
in activities outside the institution.

The following provisions are laid down in Article 28 (titled “Duties and Powers ofthe
Board of Administration and Observation”), paragraph 1 (e) the Regulation on the
Administration of Prisons and Execution of Sentences and Security Measures:

“Taking decisions as w the determination ofinmates who may take part in activities in
the scope of rehabilitation programs such as sport fields, multipurpose hall, library and
workshop as well as inmates to work in the internai services ofthe prison”.

The following provisions are laid down in the Circular no. 46/1, dated 27.07.2007 on
the Education and Rehabilitation Procedures of Young and Adult Remand and Sentenced
Prisoners and Other Provisions:

“( I) In ihe framework of the “General Principles” laid down in Section Three, remand
and sentenced inmates held in high-security ciosed prisons or in the high security sections of
closed prisons shall be allowed to take part in education-training, social-cultural and sportive
activities, individually or in groups up to 10 persons.

(2) 0f the inmates held in high—security closed prisons or in the high security sections
ofclosed prisons;

a) Those sentenced to an aggravated life sentence shall flrst of ail attend individualized
education-training. social-culturai and sports programs. Depending on the effort and good
conduct displayed as a resut t of the programs applied, bv the decision of the Board of
Administration and Observation, thev shah take part in the education-training. social-cultural
and sports programs in groups. only with the prisoners held in the same unit.

b) Other rernand and sentenced inmates held in high-security closed prisons or in the
high security sections of closed prisons shall be allowed to take part in education-training,
social-cultural and sportive activities in groups to the extent that this does not pose security

ri sks.”

In Article “A- Work and Vocational Training” stipulated in Section Five. the following
provisions are contained:
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“Work and vocational training shah be carried out for purposes of in[egrating the
inmates into public life as efficient and productive individuals and ofassisting them in acquiring
a profession with income following their release.”

“Work and vocational training courses shah be opened during each education term in
prisons, in quantity and quality determined in the “education map” and it shah be ensured that
remand and sentenced inmates attend the courses.”

In this context, as it can be infelTed from the legal provisions cited above, as regards the
offering of social and cultural training, workshop, courses and handcrafts activities in prisons,
the boards in prisons are authorized to take decisions which would not pose security risks while
taking into consideration the physical structure and capacity of the establishment as well as
such issues as types ofcrimes relevant to tAie inrnate/detaince. In F, S and Y type establishments,
maximum level of activities are realized as allowed by the facilities of prisons and legal
provisions. h is ensured that the inmates take part in these activities.

Jt is laid down in Article 13, titled “Common activities” ofthe Circular no. 45/1 by the
General Directorate of Prisons and Detention Centers that “to tAie extent that no securitv risks
are posed, wihhing rernand and sentenced prisoners determined by the Board of Administration
and Observation may be brought together within the frarnework of social activities in the area
foreseen for open visits and other common areas for social gatherings, as groups ofup to 10
persons and up to a total of 10 hours per week, under the supervision ofthe administration. This
activity shall be realized during the weekdays, without causing interruptions to lawyer and
personal visits.” Pursuant to these provisions, it is ensured that the inmates benefit from
education—training, social—cultural and sports activities.

As regards facilities available for education and rehabilitation activilies in tAie
establishments visited by the CPT;

- In Antalya L-Type Closed Prison, for common activities. one indoor sports hall
with a capacity of 150 persons. one conference hall with a capacity of9O persons,
two open fields. Cive classrooms with a capacity of 90 persons, three workshops
with n capacity of 35 persons and one compuler laboratory with a capacity of 12
persons are available.

- In Antalya S-Type Closed Prison, for common activities. one indoor sports hall
with a capacity of 20 persons, four outdoor fields, four classrooms with a
capacity of 40 persons and three workshops with a capacity of 30 persons are
available,

- In 1dir S-Type Closed Prison, for common activities, one indoor sports hall with
n capacity of 80 persons. one outdoor field. four elassrooms with a capacity of
40 persons. three workshops whh a capacity of 30 persons and two computer
laboratories with a capacity of2O persons are available.

- In Maltcpe L-Type Closed Prison no. 3. for common activities, one indoor sports
hall with a capacity of 150 persons, one conference hall with a capacitv of 77.
two outdoor fields. Cive elassrooms with a total capachy of 100 persons, three
workshops with a capacity of3O persons each and one computer laboratory with
a capaeity of 20 persons are available,

- In Van F-Type High-Seeurity Closed Prison, for common activities, one indoor
sports hall with a capacity of 14 persons, one conferenee hall with a capacity of
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34 persons, one outdoor fleld, five classrooms with a total capacity of 50 persons
each and one computer Iaboratory with a capacity of 10 persons are available.

— In Van I Iigh-Security Closed Prison, for common activities. one high-capacity
indoor sports hall. four outdoor lields. 10 classrooms with u total capncity of 100
persons each. 20 workshops with o total capacity of 200 persons and one
computer laboratory with a capacity of 10 persons are available.

Detailed information as to flic education-training. social-cultural and sports activities
offered in the said establishments is provided under paragraphs 35 10 46.

in addition. with a view to raising the number and quality of social, cultural and sports
activities in prisons, a protocol ofcooperation bas been signed betwcen the Ministn’ of Justice
and the Ministry of Youth and Sports on 27 Augus 2019. Pursuant to the Protocol, Executive
Board meetings have been held between die two Ministries. The Third Executive Board
Meeting vas organized on 10 January 2024 within die premises ofthe Directorate General for
Prisons and Detention Centers. Decisions niade by the Executive Board were communicated to
11w prisons. In this context, Executive Board meetings have been organized in the provinces
with provincial directorates for youth and sports and projects ofcooperation are on the rise.

jParagraph 3I
It bas been provided in Article 2 (titled “the Basic Principle ofExecution”), paragraph

1, that “the rules concerning the execution of penalties and security measures shail be
implemented without discrimination between convicts as regards race, language, religion,
denomination, nationality, color, gender, birth, philosophical belief, ethnic or social origin,
political or other opinion, economic power or other social status, and without making any
privilege to anyone.”

Paragraph 2 of the Article reads: “In (lie execution of penalties and security measures,
(here shall be no cruel, inhuman, degrading or humiiiiating treatrnent.”

Aceording to Article 6 (thled “Principles 10 be observed in the execution of prison
sentences”), paragraph I (a), “convicts shall be securely kept in penal execution institutions and
within o framework oforder. security and discipline, taking measures to prevent escape.”

By the provision in paragraph I (I) of the Article which reads “in penal execulion
institutions, ail measures must be taken b protect the convicts’ right w life and their bodily and
mental integritv”, the protection of aIl inmates held in prisons have been taken under the
safeguards of the State by Iaw.

The infliction of torture and ill-treatmern w inmates heid in prisons are thereibre both
out of question and improbable. Allegations of ill-treatment and torture are imrnediately and
meticulously investigated by the judicial and administrative authorities and judicial review is
always available against the decisions taken during these investigations, including disciplinary
sanctions.

Ttîrkiye shows zero tolerance to torture and ill—treatment and alt prisoners in prisons are
held in humane conditions.

Moreover, acts and procedures followed by aIl authorities in Tùrkiye are subject to
judicial review. As such, inmates are able to complain against the practices ofprisons, initially,
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before the prison enforcement judge, and, secondly, to oppose judgements/decisions of fric
prison enforcement judge before the assize courts. The executive lias no right to interfere, by
way of instructions or advice, with the judgements/decisions by judges, who by law enjoy
judicial independence.

Furthermore, as opposed to other civil servants, judicial investigations can be launched
directly in respect of prison staff, i.e. without flic requirement to obtain authorization from die
administration for investigation. No tolerance is shown for any act that constitutes a crime. Staff
members who have been proven guilty are judicially investigated and tried by independent
courts. Administratively, disciplinary procedures are followed and according to die results of
these investigations, staff members are sanctioned through disciplinary mcasures.

Prisons are periodically monitored, from the administrative point of view, by the
Pari iament and by the domestic and international monitoring mechanisms.

In the context of administrative review, prisons are overseen by inspectors of the
Ministry of Justice, controllers of die Directorate General of Prisons and Detention Centers,
othcr members of the Directorate Gencral, public prosecutors and prosecutors in charge of
prisons. The elimination of shortconiings identified during thcse monitoring activities are
followed by the Directorate General.

Within the framework ofjudicial review, decisions taken by the administration ofthe
prison are reviewed by prison enforcementjudges established by the Law no. 4675 of 16 May
2001. Rcmand and sentenced prisoners are able to file complaints and requests before die
enforcement judge as regards both the execution of the scntcnce as well as the material
conditions in die prison. Appeal against the judgements/decisions of the enforcement judge is
possible before the assize courts. Therefore, ail acts and actions by thc establishments are
subject to judicial review.

The Law no. 4681 on Monitoring Boards of Prisons and Detention Centers (dated 14
June 2001) and the relevant Regulation on Monitoring Boards of Prisons and Detention Centers
(dated 7 August 2001) have been adopted within the context of monitoring by independent
bodies. “Civilian monitoring boards” in question visit the prisons or detention facilities under
theirjurisdiction at least once every two months and whenever deemed necessary. The flndings
made during these visits arc assessed and reports are drawn up at lcast once every four months.
Copies ofthe reports are sent to the Ministry ofJustice, the Human Rights lnquiry Commission
ofthe Turkish Grand National Assembly (TGNA), the Chief Public Prosecutor’s Office ofthe
jurisdiction where the monitoring board is located. to the prison enforcement judge in the event
of a complaint within their purview, as well as to the Institution of the Ombudsperson and to
the Turkish Institute for 1-luman Rights and Equaiity.

Save for issues relating to the security of the prisons, the Ministry of Justice publicly
and in awritten form, annually announces the number of reports drawn up by monitoring boards
during the previous year, the issues raised, recommendations fulflhlcd and thosc not fuifihled
together with die underlying reasons for non—fulfiulment.

Monitoring boards ofthe prisons and detention centers are completely independent. The
principles and procedure related to their establishment, duties and functions are governed by
the Law no. 4681, which tasks the monitoring boards with observing and examining the
functioning of and practices in prisons and detention centers, obtaining information, collecting
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tindings in the form of reports and submitting them to the relevant and competent authorities,
in une with the applicable legal provisions as well as the principies determincd by international
conventions to which Ttirkiyc is a contracting party.

From I January 2022 to 31 December 2022, a total of 1,952 visits have been made to
399 prisons by 149 monitoring boards. 1,245 reports have been drawn up as a result in which
1,839 recommendations have been made. In 2022, 64 percent of the recommendations were
fui fil lcd.

Moreover, provincial and district Human Rights Boards, which consist of civil society
representatives can also visit and monitor prisons.

The Institution of the Ombudsperson and the Turkish Institute for Human Rights and
Equality, which have independent oversight authority under the UN Optional Protocol to the
Convention against Toiture (OPCAT), can make on-site examinations to evaluate complaints
coming from prisons, without requiring any prior permission.

As regards parliamentary oversight, the head or members ofThe Human Rights lnquiry
Commission ofthe TGNA or invcstigative commissions can visit prisons and carry out inquiry
and oversight activities.

During these visits and interviews, the prison administration takes the necessary
mcasures to avoid compromising of the sccurity of the establishment. Visits and interviews are

• typically made under the supervision of the staff. However, the 1-luman Rights Inquiry
Commission, members ofthe monitoring boards, prison enforcementjudges, probation officers
and other persons and groups empowered by law can interview inmates in private.

Group interviews are not made with inmates who cannot be brought together for reasons
of security. Visits and interviews may be postponed in extraordinary circumstances such as
natural disaster, tire and riots, even though permission had been granted in advance.

Moreover, controllers in charge of overseeing prisons go through applied training for
three years upon their recruitment, which covers the topics of the general applicable legal
provisions, prevention of human rights violations of remand and sentenced prisoners held in
prisons, and the compatibility ofmaterial conditions with minimum requirements. These issues
are also evaluated in detail and the necessary information is provided during the meetings
organized each year for prison staff members and staff responsible for oversight.

In addition, prisons can also be cxamined and monitored by international monitoring
mechanisms with duly recognized competency in the area, such as the CPT, Council of Europe
Commissioner for 1-luman Rights, UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, and the UN Sub
Committee against Torture.

Therefore, as a resuit ofserious improvement policies carried out from the beginning of
2000s and the legal reform conducted in 2005, sentence execution practices have become fuliy
compatible with the Europcan Prison Ruies and international standards,

Any complaint or news report as to allegations of torture and iII treatment in prisons is
immediately assessed. It is ensured that investigations are carried out by both the Ministry of
Justice and public prosecutors. Legal actions are taken without delay in respect of those who
bear the slightest responsibility.
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As regards the incident mentioned in the report. judicial and administrative
investigations were launched in respect of the staff members. on the allegation of
disproportionate use of force. As a resuit of these investigations, seven staff members were
charged with “simple injun” and a criminal case vas launched. For the purpose of the sound
conduct ofthe investigation initiated, the Directorate General for Prisons and Detention Centers
ordered on 12 July 2024 that the seven staff members in question were assigned to other prisons
through ternporary duty assignments. Judicial and administrative investigations are ongoing.

Moreover. the necessary security measures were taken in the prison concerned. Pursuant
to the relevant provisions of the Circular no. 167 of 5 June 2015, the Board of Administration
and Observation decided that the said prisoner be transferred b another high security
establishment suitable for his condition.

In accordance with the decision of the Board, the Directorate General for Prisons and
Detention Centers ordered by a letter of 13 August 2024 that the said prisoner be transferred to
Manavgat S-Type Ciosed Prison for reasons of order and security. The person concerncd is
currently held in the said establishment as a sentenced prisoner.

An officiai document is dispatched in case oC ail such aileged incidents happening in
prisons, on the one side. judiciaHy, to ihe local Office of the Chief Public Prosecutor, and on
the other side. administrativelv. to the local Disciplinan’ Chiefs of the staff in question (as per
the Civil Servants Law no. 657 and the Disciplinary Regulation oC the Ministry of Justice) for
the required actions to be taken in order to establish whcther the staff in charge were deliberateiy
at fault, negligent or had shortcomings. The relevant units take the ncccssary actions and the
whole process is meticulously followed up.

In Antalyn S-Type Closed Prison, a tota’ oC 13 Body Worn Vidco Cameras are used in
rapid interventions by the prison staff. Following the CPT’s visit 10 the establishment, the
relevant staff bas been duly inslructed to systematically record the entire action by the rapid
intervention teams and to file the records saved after the operation.

A total of 637 IP cameras, from which 4 are dorne-typed, are active in the establishment.
A total 20 network video recorders (NVR) are available. AIl cameras in the rooms and annexes
have been installed bascd on technical spccifications. The remaining security cameras have
been installed once the necessary assessments have been made as regards the order and security
ofthe establishment and placed as per the technical measurements for angle and field ofvision.

Furtherrnore, with a view to implementing human rights standards at the hïghest level
in prisons in accordance with the relevant domestic and international law, ail establishments
have been instructed so that administrative actions as part of a disciplinary investigation such
as statement-taking, informing and notification of the inmates concerned be made in an area
under CCIV covcrage. The same instructions ask for the ereation ofsuch an area in case of its
absence and that such administrative actions shah not be taken without CCTV coverage.

In Antalya S-Type Closed Prison, a shift event register is regularly kept by the chief
custody officer ofeach shift. This register includes brief information such as counts, inmates
admitted to and released from the establishment, noteworthy incidents and actions taken
following the incidents. This daily register, which eontains the date, time, signatures ofthe chief
shift officers handing and taking over, as wehl as those of the duty director, is duly kept and
fol I owed.
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In addition, work is in progress for the creation of another register to record incidents
where force and special tools (handcuffs, rubber batons, etc.) have been used by the staff against
the prisoners.

With a view to ensuring that our sentence execution staff provides professional services
to ail inmates as per the responsibilities they have undertaken, in conforrnity with relevant
national and international standards, their participation in regular and qualitied pre—service and
in-service training is provided for. By July 2023, 72,154 staff members were working in prisons.
During the year 2022, 37,747 staff members cornpleted a total of 1,726 training programs in
the five personnel training centers across the country. Besides the face-to-face trainings realized
in training centers, the professional quality of service and educational nceds of prison staff are
also being duly taken into account by regular remote and on-site training programs.

Training for sentence execution staff includes fundamental topies covering national and
international sentence execution laws and standards, human rights, code of ethics. inrnate
psvchology, coping with hard behavior. effective communication and tise of force. The
effeetiveness ofthe trainings are constantlv assessed using assessment and evaluation tools by
electronic means and the training programs and their contents are updated in line with Ihe needs
i denti lied.

Comprehensive training programs are available for the staff as regards the use of force
in prisons. Emphasis is put on die principle that force shall be used in accordance with the
principles of necessity and proportionality, particularly by the rapid intervention teams as
determined in accordance with both national legislation and international norrns and standards.

The basic topics and training programs offered to the staff on the use of force are:

- trofessional Intervention Methods and Tactics” in the Training Program for
Custody Officers.

- “Rapid Intervention Team Training” and “Professional Intervention Methods
and Tactics” as separate training programs,

- “Professional Intervention Methods and Tactics Exeeutive Training” for
executive staff tasked with the management of use of force in prisons.

As stated above in response w section “ili-treaiment” in high-security prisons
(paragraphs 22-31), it is laid down in Aride 2 of the LESSM that the basic principles of
sentence execution are non—discrimination and respect for humun dignity. In ail practices of the
Turkish sentence execution system, as shaped through these principles, the negative and
positive obligations ofthe State as related to fundamental rights and &eedorns are observed and
trainings are organized for ail staff members for the prevention of human rights violations in
prisons.

In Antalya S-Type Ciosed Prison, 82 percent ofihe staff has attended in-service training
programs, whereas 67 percent received training on human rights.

It is planned that through remote training, staff from the said establishment will attend
de “Human Rights Training” to be organized during the months of September, November and
December. Thus, the aim is to increase the number of personnel who have received human
rights training by the end ofthe year.
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The sanie goal is also pursued within 11w same establishment so that 11w number of
personnel receiving training on Professional Intervention Methods and Tactics increase by the
end ofthe year as well.

[Paragraph 34]

Tt is provided in Article 63 (titled “Accommodation and hedding of convicts”),
paragraph 2 of die LESSM that “Each convict shah be provided with a standard bed and a
sumcient number of bedclothes suitable for the local climate.” Accordingly, upon admission to
prison, ail remand and sentenced prisoners are given a bed, sheet, pillow and bed linen. Upon
request, bed, sheet, pillow and bed hinen sets which have become wom or unusabie are replaced
with clean ones. Prisoners can also purchase pihlows, sheets and bed linen sets from the prison
store.

It is stipulated in paragraph four of the sanie Article that “Adequate space. lighting.
heating, ventilation and hygiene shah be provided in rooms and parts in view of chimatic
conditions.” During die construction phase, heating systems are installed in accordance with
the provision above. taking into account the geographicai conditions and ehimate of the region
where the prison is iocated. Heating during winter months is providcd in line with weather
conditions and chimate.

In Igdir S-Type Closed Prison, the total number of beds on the inventory hst is 1,254.
On 25 August 2024, the total number of remand and sentenccd prisoners accommodated vas
670. AIl inmates were given a bed. bed linen. sheet, blanket and pilhow. AIl shortcomings on
this matter have been eliminated. Moreover. funds have been allocated for the procurement of
chairs. Chairs have been purchased and the remaining shortcomings have been compieted.

In the said establishment. hygiene and cleaning products are dehivcred to ail inmates at
I 5-day intervals.

A suitable section of the establishment lias been designated as a laundry area. Two
washing and two drving machines are available for use by women. minors and those incapable
(as estabiïshed by a medical report) as well as by male prisoners. subject to the discretion ofthe
prison administration and as aliowed by the iegislation. These machines can be used under the
supervision and oversight of the administration and in une with die program determined by the
administration.

In addition, iaundry such as bed linen. bhankets and ehothes which need to be cleaned
regulariy under the iaw are sent in huhk every month to lgdir Open Prison in separate personal
mesh laundry bags in une with the ruies ofhygiene and washed in large machines.

In Antaiya S-Type Chosed Prison, upon admission ail prisoners are given one bed, one
pihhlow, one or two biankets depending on the season, and one bed hinen. Ail prisoners held in
the prison have their own bcds and there are currentiy no inmates without bed, having to sleep
on mattresses phaced on the floor. One chair has been provided for each prisoner and a table is
available for shared use. Those held in single rooms are provided with one table and chair.
Prisoners identified as indigent are regularly given hygiene and cheaning products such as soap,
detergent and diluted bleach, free of charge.
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With regard to the problem ofdamp forming in u number oC rooms and sections at the
lower floors and that of dilapidation around the sanitary annexes, measures have been taken
and the necessary repair works have been conducted.

In addition, eau beils not flinctioning in a number of cells/living units have been repaired
by the prison administration and they are ail now functioning.

The Directorate General for Prisons and Detention Centers has duly instrueted ail
establishments by a letter of2l February 2024 on ‘Items allocated to prisoners’ that;

- Bunk beds, beds, pillows, bed linens, blankets and Iockers be timely requested
from the Directorate General, having regard to the time needed for production
and delivery, in numbers corresponding to the prisoner occupancy, without
creating stocks of sueh items,

- Such items alloeated by the Directorate General be handed to prisoners in full
and without delay,

- Prisons with extra bunk beds, beds, pillows, bed linens, blankets and lockers
communicate this eircumstance to the Directorate General so that these items
can be allocated to such prisons in need.

jParagraph 461

The facilities for education and rehabilitation activities in the establishments visited by
the CPT are mentioned under paragraph 21. Activities organized in 2024 in these establishments
are as follows.

In Antalya L-Type Closed Prison, the following aetivities were organized in 2024: three
concerts with the attendance of217 inmates. 53 conferences and seminars attended to by 3,927
inmates, one drama performance attended to by 97 sentenced inmates, 11 movie screenings
attended to by 340 inmates, four ceremonies and anniversaries attended to by 208 inmates, one
sports tournament attended to by 660 inmates, 32 general (social and cultural) courses attended
to by 334 inmates, and 13 professional and technical courses, attended to by 121 inmates.

The courses were on: “Balama” (traditional musical instrument), Computer Use (user
operator), Work Safety and Worker Health, Quran Learning, Literacy Grade 1, Literacy Grade
II, Art and Painting, liairstyling, Watercolor Painting, Accessory Design, Volleybail and
Turkish Language for Foreigners Level Al.

In Antalya S-Type Closed Prison, the following activities were organized in 2024: 43
conferences and seminars attended to by 597 inmates, l’ive ceremonies and anniversaries
attended to by 159 inmates, 60 general (social and cultural) courses attended to by 364 inmates
and seven professional and technical courses, attended to by 46 inmates.

The courses were on: Hygiene for Those Working in Food and Water Sectors,
“Baglama” (traditional musical instrument), Wooden Decoration Design, Quran Reading,
Quran Reeitation (Tajwid), Literaey for Adults Grade I and Basic Education Program, Literacy
for Adults Grade II Basic Education Program, Turkish Language for Foreigners Level AI, First
Aid, General Offender Behavior: Think First, Group Communication, Tobacco, Aicohol and
Substance Addiction. Nine inmates sentenced to aggravated life imprisonment attended the
professional and technical courses while 18 sentenced inmates attended the general (social and
cultural) courses.
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In Idir S-Type Closed Prison, tFe following activities were organized in 2021: One
concert attended to by 17 inmates. 71 conferences and seminars attended to by 444 inrnates.
one movie screening attended to by 11 inmates. six cerernonies and anniversaries attended to
by 72 inrnates, six sports tournaments attended to by 203 inmates and l’ive general (social and
cuhural) courses attended w by 71 inmates. These latter courses were on: Baglama and Quran
learning.

In Maltepe L-Type Closed Prison no. 3, the following activities were organized in 2024:
Four concerts attended to by 204 inmates, 80 confercnces and seminars attended to by 1,589
inmates, 32 movie screenings attended to by 555 inmates, [ive ceremonies and anniversaries
attended to by 157 inmates, two sports tournaments attended to by 181 inmates. 20 general
(social and cultural) courses attended to by 460 inrnates, and two professional and technical
courses attended b by 51 inmates. The courses were on: Hygiene for Those Working in Food
and Water Scctors. Quran Reciting, Quran Reading, Literacy Grade 1. \Vatercolor Painting.
Turkish Language for Foreigners Level AI. Turkish Language for Foreigners Level A2,
Turkish Language for Foreigners Level BI. lime Management. Work Safcty and Worker
Ilealth.

In Van F-Type l-ligh Security Closed Prison, the following activities were organized in
2024: 30 conferences and seminars altended to by 337 inrnates, l’ive ceremonies and
anniversaries attended to by 51 inmates, one sports tournament attended to by 193 inmates, 30
general (social and cultural) courses attended to by 293 inmates. and six professional and
tcchnical courses attended to by 53 inmates. lie courses were on: Baglama (rcgular playing),
Wall Painting Application, Baglama (irregular playing), Real Estate Counsel ling, English Level
A2, English Level Al. Quran Learning. Literacy Grade 1. Litcracy Grade II. Pastel Color
Painting. Ilairdressing and Beard Design. Three inmatcs sentenced te aggravated life
imprisonment have attcnded the courses.

In Van High Security Closed Prison, the following activities were organized in 2024:
three conferences and seminars attended to by 25 inmates. six general (social an d cultural)
courses attended to hy 23 inmates. four professional and teehnical courses attended to by 14
inmates. The courses were on: Hairdressing and Beard Design, blair Care, Temporary and
Permanent [lair Styling and Blow-dry Shape Setting. 40 inmates sentenced to aggravated life
imprisonment have attended the general (social and cultural) courses.

Within the [rarnework of the “Twinning Projcct for the Improvement of the
Administration of Terrorism-related and Dangerous Conviets in Prisons (CARE)”, an
Intervention Program for High-Risk Convicts has been prepared. Work for extending the scope
of those benefitting from the program and trainings are ongoing within the Care Projeet.

lParagraph 49j

The following provisions are laid down in Article 5 (titled “Basic Principles”) of the
Regulation on Visits rendered to Prisoners:

“Visits rendered b remand and sentcnced prisoners shail be reatized in accordance with
the following principles:

a) Except for those in respect of whom disciplinary sanctions ofdeprivation ofvisitors
or solitary confinement have become final and these sanctions are being executed, prisoners
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can rneet with their visitors. Prisoners in respect ofwhom the sanction ofdeprivation ofvisitors
is being executed, cannot be prevented from meeting officiai and competent authorities, iawyers
and legal representatives. Prisoners in respect of whom the sanction of solitary confinement is
being executed cannot be prevented from meeting officiai and competent authorities and
lawyers.

b) Minors subjected to the penalty of room confinement cannot be prevented from
meeting their parents, siblings, lawyers, officiai and competent authorities and legai
representative.

c) Visits can be organized as ciosed and open visits.

d) One week per month as deemed appropriate by the prison administration is to be
foreseen for open visits and the remaining weeks of the month wiili be reserved for cioscd visits.
During these weeks, inmates can be visited once a week by the relatives as specified under this
Reguiation.

e) In respect of remand and sentenced inmates within the context ofthe offenses defined
in Volume Two, Chapter Four, Parts Four, Five, Six and Seven cf the Criminai Code, as weii
as offenses defined in the Anti-Terrer Law (no. 3713 dated 12 April 1991), open visits may be
aiiowed once every two months by the decision of the Board 0f Administration And
Observation, taking into account the population, seeurity and order of the establishment.

O Those sentenced to aggravated life imprisonment may have two visits per month, one
being in the form of open and other being closed visit, every fifteen days.

g) In the event that one ciosed visit coincides with an open visit te be made on a holiday
or speciai day, the visit shah be made open.”

The foliowing provisions are aiso contained in the said Regulation:

In Article 7 (titied “Ciosed Visit”), paragraph one: “Closed visits are visits in which ail
physical contact between the prisoner and visitor is prevented, conversation may be observed
and heard by an officiai present and carried eut in an area dedicated for this purpose by the
prison administration.”

In Article 13 (titied “Open Visit”), paragraph one: “Open visits are visits in which
physical contact between the prisoner and visiter is aliowed, conversation may be observed and
heard by an officiai present and carried out in an area dedicated for this purpose by the prison
administration.”

In Article li (titled “Visitors cf those sentenced to aggravated life imprisonment”),
paragraph one: “No one can visit prisoners sentenced to aggravated life imprisonment except
for his/her spouse, chiidren, grandchiidren, chiidren of grandchiidren, mother, father,
grandmother, grandfather, mother and father of grandmother and grandfather, sibhngs and legai
guardi an.”

In Article 12 (titied “Visiting procedures cf those sentenced te aggravated life
imprisonment”), paragraph one: “Prisoners sentenced te aggravated life imprisonment may
oniy be visited during closed and open visits by persons specified in Article 11 herewith, one
person at a time, on the day, time and conditions determined by the prison director, with an
interval offifteen days, up te one hour per day. Taking into consideration factors sueh as the
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security of the establishment, type of offense and risk status, two or more visitors may be
allowed at the same time, as perthe decision ofthe Board of Administration and Observation.”

In Article 15 (titled “Open visits on holidays and special days”), paragraph one:
“Conflned to the national holidays and flue holidays and special days of the religion foliowed
by die person, as deemed appropriate by the Ministry [of Justiccj, remand and sentenced
prisoners may receive open visits by persons specified in paragraphs one and two of Article 9
herewith. 1-lowever, those sentenced to aggravated life imprisonment may be visited by mother,
father, spouse, chiidren, grandchildren, grandrnother. grandfathcr and siblings under this
Article.”

In Article 17 (titled “Duration and time ofvisits”). paragraph one: “Open visits shah be
made from 09:00 to 17:00. not exceeding one and haif hour. The duralion of Ihe visit slarts
counting from the actual beginning ofthe meeting. For juvenile inmates, the duration ofvisits
shah be deteniuined as beina not shorter than an hour and not longer than three hours.”

In paragraphs one. two and three ofArticle 18 titled “other issues relating w open visits”:

“Groups shah be fonued prior to die visits by dividing the number of inmates by the
number of days dedicated for open visits. The visit days and hours of each group shah be
notified to enable them inform their families and the program prepared shah also be affixed to
the rooms and places where it can be read by visitors.

Visits shah not be allowed outside the days and hours determined. A second permission
is not granted about u visit already made by conviets. prisoners and visitors.

Once open visits have been completed by ail groups. remand and sentenced inmates
present in the visiting area shail be searehed thoroughly by 0w staff. taken back to their wards
or rooms and counted there. Their identity shah be checked by documents with photographs.
Once it is ascertained that ail members of the group are present. visitors shah be ahlowed to
leave the establishment.”

Moreover. the following provisions are contained in Article 74 (tided “Right to
telephone cahls”) ofthe Regulation on the Administration of Prisons and Exeeution ofSentcnces
and Security Measures:

“(1) Convicted prisoners hehd in closed establishments cnn make telephone
conversations with Iheir spouse, relatives and relatives by marnage up b the fourth degree as
welh as their legah guardian.

(2) Telephone cahhs shah be made under the pninciples stated behow:

a) Convieted prisoners may use the tehephones installed at suitable spots of the
establishment under the controh of the administration. provided that they are nol at that given
lime subject to penalties about deprivation from communication devices, restriction penalty or
solitary confinement.

b) Even at times of being subject to diseiplinary sanctions, the righi of the sentenced
prisoner to teiephone cahis shah under no circumstances be prevented upon the death or severe
iiiiness ofhis/her mother, father, spouse, chiidren or sibhings or upon a natural disaster.
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e) Upon the death or severe illness of a descendant or antecedent. epidemic or natural
disaster. sentenced prisoners held in open and closed prisons shah be immediately allowed w
use the telephone and fax device of the establishment. Phone conversations made in this context
shah not be counted from that week’s cal! entitiement. Calis realized vil1 be noted down in a
logbook and logbooks vi1l be kept in a special file.

[. •1

O Convicted inmates can make uninterrupted catis b one or more relatives among the
persons alhowed. once per week, by connecting b a single phone number. If the cal! fails for
any reason. he/she may cal! another number among those registered in advance. Cali duration
may not exceed ten minutes from its start. In eompelling circumstances such as an earthquake.
epidernic or natural disaster, the duration or number of telephone catIs may be inereased by the
decision of the Ministry [of Justice].

g) In establishments determined by the Ministry [of Justice], whcre the technicai
infrastructure for making video calis have been installed, the weekly eau duration shah be
implemented as thirty minutes. This system may be instailed inside rooms or wards or other
areas deemed appropriate by the administration. In case a eonvicted prisoner has not used
his/ler weekly visit entitlement. thirty minutes shah be added b the weekhy telcphone cal!
duration and this duration is not transferable. Such calis can be made b’ dividing the allocated
period of time into not more than three calis per week. Thrce morc cal! entitiements shah be
granted for the thirtv minutes added. These conversations may be reahized as audiovisual or
voice catis. Cali duration stipulated under this paragraph shail be applied as multiphied by two
in respect ofjuvenile and female sentenced inmates with chiidren of 1L to six years old. An
additional cail duration of thirtv minutes shah be given to sentenced inrnaes to be used in the
religious hohidays of their belief.

[. .
h) Convicted prisoners who have been identified as dangerous prisoners shah only make

voice ea!ls to their spouse, children, mother and father, once per flfteen days, for up to ten
minutes.

[. .

ï) Prisoners convicted for being an exeeutive of a terrorisÉ organization or an armed
organization estabhshed for de purpose ot committing crimes. mav only make voice catis for
up to ten minutes per week. Those prisoners who continue leading an armed organizution
established for the purpose ofcommitting crimes and who gives instructions and messages to
persons inside or outside the prison by any means, shail under no circumstances be allowed to
make phone cahis. as per the decision ofthe Board of Administration and Observation.

j) Prisoners sentenced to aggravated life imprisonment may make voice catis oni>’ to (lie
spouse. descendants and antecedents, sibhings and legal guardian, once per flftecn days, for up
to ten minutes, in cases deemed appropriate by the Board of Administration and Observation.

[. . .1
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(4) Convicted prisoners held in open prisons and juvenile reformatories may frcely make
telephone cails through pay phones, in voice or video format. Telephone conversations by
juvenile prisoners can under no circumstances be restricted or prevented.”

Therefore, the execution of flic sentence of aggravated life imprisonment and phone
cails of flic inmatcs held in the establishments are realized as per the legal provisions cited
above.

Morcover. 011e week per month as deemed appropriate by thc prison administration for
open visits and flic remaining weeks of flic month for ciosed visits, romand and sentenced
inmates may be visited each week by the relatives speciFied in Article 9 ofthe said Regulation,
as well as by three more visitors, as specified by themselves.

Open visits are realized in the area dedicated for this purpose by flue prison
administration where physical contact between the prisoner and \‘isitor is allowed. and
conversation may be obscrved and heard by an officiai present during the visit.

Closed visits are realized in hic area dedicated for this purpose by the prison
administration where ail physical contact bctween the prisoner and visitor is prevcnted, and
conversation may be obscn’ed and heard by an officiai present during the visit.

Work on iegislative amendment is undenvay in respect of Article 25 (titied “execution
ofthe aggravatcd iife sentence”) ofthe LESSM, Article 74 (titied “right to tciephone cails”) of
thc Rcgulation on the Administration of Prisons and Execution of Sentences and Security
Measures. and Articic 12 (titled “Visiting procedures of thosc scntcnccd to aggravated life
imprisonment”) oC the Regulation on Visiting Prisoncrs.

Occupancy rates in almost ail prisons arc over capacity. Transfers made for compelling
reasons such as discipline, security, collective transfers and court proceedings of rernand
detainces, iead to changes in occupancy rates on a daily basis.

Therefore. since many prisons accommodate inmates over their capacity, and as factors
such as capacity and security ofthe establishment, type ofoffcnse and safety of iifc ofpersons
are taken into account in the determination of transfcr requests, every requcst cannot be deemed
appropriate.

Despite the fact that duc care is being displaycd b transfcr inmates to establishments
which are doser ho their families. thfs k not aiways possible for reasons statcd above.

It is laid down in Article 54 (titied “Transfer at flic convict’s own rcquest”). paragraph
onc oC the LESSM that. a convict may bc transfcrred from the establishment hc/she is held to
another onc at his/her own requcst on thc condition that hc/she agrees to pay the cxpenscs of
the transfer in advance.

In this contcxt. it is obligatory for the prisoner to pay for the travcl expenses in such
transfers made on his/her own request.

Moreover. in addition to those sentcnced to aggravated life imprisonmcnt, “those who
were found to pose danger due to their actions and attitudes and thus kept under speciai custody
and supervision as weil as thosc who violate order and discipline in the prison or who
persistenfly resist measures, instruments and procedures of rehabilitation” shah ho held in high
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security prisons or high security sections of prisons. Therefore, transfer requests are evaluated
having regard to the sentence and status ofthe convicted in the illegal organization.

The proccdure relating to transfer requests is applied without distinction as to race,
language, religion, denomination, nationality, color, gender, birth, philosophical belietÇ ethnic
or social origin, political or other opinion, economic power or other social status and without
granting privilege to anyone.

Once transfer requests by remand and convicted inmates as well as those at the appeal
stage reach the Directorate General, the evaluation is made on the basis of the actual capacity
ofthe prison requested, including up-to-date data, on the provisions ofthe Constitution and the
European Convention on liuman Rights, and every effort is made to grant the request oftransfer
to the prcferrcd establishment to ensure that family visits are facilitated, family life is
maintained and family tics are not irnpaired.

Furthermore, detailed information on the ACEP (Project for the Integration of Smart
Technologies in Prisons) system for the inmates’ contact with the outside world is provided
under paragraphs 65 to 92.

lParagraph 591
Ail Chief Public Prosecutor’s Offices have been informed by letters dated 20 March

2015, 27 Novembcr 2017 and 14 May 2019 regarding the use of rooms padded with soft
material to prevent certain inmates experiencing crisis and aggressive behavior for various
reasons from harming themselves and others. Accordingly, ail prisons have been instructed that:

- The placement of remand and convicted inmates in such rooms is not a
disciplinary penalty and these rooms are not considered as areas for imposing
disciplinary penalties;

- The incident occurring in the prison or the type or style of behavior shah firstly
be tried to be eliminated by other measures. In case this faiis the inmates wihl be
placed in such rooms. Placement of inmates in such rooms is to be considered
as a final and exceptional resort.

- An inmate can be phaced in such a room for periods of time that can be
considered in terms of “hours” and should immediately be taken offi of such a
room and returned to his/her room or section appropriate to his/her status, as
soon as a change is observed in his!her situation.

- Inmates are to be placed in such rooms only on the order ofthe highest manager
ofthe establishment and the name ofthe ordering manager, reason ofplacement,
and entry and exit times should be written on the special register to be prepared
for the purpose.

- liaving regard to the ffict that padded rooms are not a place for treatment, ail
procedures required by the health condition of the prisoner, including first and
forernost transfer to hospital, should be carried out prior to his/her placement in
the room.

- In the event that aggressive behavior by the inmate placed in the padded room
persists, whether the inmate has calmed down or not should be observed and
checked in at certain intervals using CCTV footage and logged as report.
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The Project on “Enhancing the Discipiinary and Reward Procedures for Prisoners in

Tflrkiye”, realized by 11e Directorate Generai for Prisons and Detention Centers with the
technical assistance ofthe Council of Europe, is aimed at deveioprnent and implernentation of
effective and standardizcd diseiplinazy and reward procedures, and review and improvernent of
legai provisions on disciplinaiy and reward procedures, which xviii contribute to 11e
improvernent of inmates’ conditions in prisons.

Within the framcwork of this project, recommendations 011 the amendmcnt of the
disciplinary and reward proeedures in the LESSM have been submitted as draft legisiative
work. One of the recommendations proposed is about the sanction of deprivation from visits
under Article 43 and foresees proposais questioning the incompatibiiity of the sanction with the
actions committed and thus requiring revision.

In addition, proposais for amendrnent in legislation are worked tapon as regards Article
44 (“Placement in Solitarv Confinement”) ofthe LESSM.

In this context. ail legal provisions on reward and discipline and similar practices are
reviewed and being evaluated within the context of legislative amcndments.

IParagraph 641

Article 12 (titled “Psychosocial assistance service”). paragraph one of the Reguiation
on the Administration ofPrisons and Execution of Sentences and Security Measures states that:

“Psychosocial assistance service is a service that examines and implcments protective
and rehabilitative proarams concerning 111e mental and physicai wefl—bcing of tlie staff and
prisoners. participates in the treatment process and provides psvchological assistance and
intervenes where necessary, heips the personal development of prisoners by identifying their
personai traits, living conditions and reasons for committing crimes. ensures that they become
adapted to hfe in prison and harrnonized with social hfe, takes the measures to prevent recurrent
crime by the person and endorsed by the highest authority of the establishment. reahzes
interviews with the families and social circles for this purpose. A psvehoiogist. social worker.
sociologist and child development speciaiist shah work at the psychosocial assistance service.”

in this context. upon their admission to prison, remand and convicted inmates are asked
by psychologists and social workers to f111 out the Rcscarch Assessment Form (ARDEF),
pursuant to the Individualized Rehabihitation System (31515). Thanks w the ARDEF form fihled
within Uie context of Bisis, the prisoner’s risks and needs are discovered and individual and
group intervention program is determined for ench prisoner, in line with their economic, social,
legal, psychosocial and moral needs.

In accordance with the results obtained from ARDEF, prisoners are directed to
individual intervention or group works matching their nceds. 31515 aims at prompt, standard
and accurate diagnosis and assessment of prisoners with mental problems, ensuring that
effective intervention programs are formed and implemented, making the necessary
arrangements for creating an environment within the prisons supportive of mental health of ail,
protecting the mental weil-being of prison staff, and raising awareness of the staff on mental
health.

Moreover, the Project for the Deveiopment of Assessment, Profihing Tools and
Rehabihitation Progranis (DEPAR), as funded by the European Union and where the Directorate
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General for Prisons and Detention Centers is flic beneficiary, is aimed at individualizing
execution and rehabilitation processes for convicted prisoners and their classification according
to crime motives. As a resuit oC die DEPAR Projcct, tic Fast Assessmetn Tool lias been
developed, enabling 15 dulièrent intervention progrums to be irnplemented according to the
requirernents established through the Project.

“Intervention Program for Female Prisoners” and “Intervention Program for Dornestic
Violence Offenders” have also been developed within die scope ofthe DEPAR ProjecL

Furil-ermore. die Project “Technical Assistance for Developing an Institution Model for
Chiidren Staying within de Prisons together their MoU ers” is aimed aL the developrnent of an
environment whose physical and social conditions are arranged having with due regard to
children staving with their mothers in prisons. Within die scope of the project. “Dailv Life and
Education Program” for children staying with deir mothers, “Parenting Program” for fernale
prisoners and “Conduct Program for Mothers and Children” for the staff worcing with children
staying with their mothers. Works is in progress for the dissemination of the project conduct to
a wider group of persons.

An integrated establishment model lias been bulÉ, integrated to the Diyarbakir Wornen’s
Closed Prison, for chiidren staying with their mothers. The establishment lias been designed
exclusively for mothers and chiidren. Six units are planned to be formed to accommodate in
total a group of48 persons. In each unit, eight rooms will be available where mothers can stay
with their children. Furthermore, indoor and outdoor playgrounds where children inside tic
units can spend time together, srnall kitchen. social living area, laundry room and dryer room,
large piaygrounds for ail chiidren, cinevision shows. closed spaces sufficient for music and art
works, kindergarten b be used for different age groups and inflrmary for healthcare services
have been planned. Technical equipment and furniture to be used in die mother-child unit,
according to the age group ofchildren and their periodic needs, have also been purchased.

In addition, diapers, other sanitary material and toys which might affect the development
of the child are procured without awaiting die allocation of funds. priority being on pregnant
and breastfeeding women and indigent prisoners. as well as cleaning and hygiene products
(hygienic pad, etc.) upon the request of other women prisoners, on de basis of positive
discrimination principle.

In order to address die risc in flic number of female prisoners, a Women Closed Prison
with a eapacity of 526 inmates was completed in Çararnba, Samsun upon the instructions of
the Ministry of Justice on 9 May 2023. The establishment will be shortly put in service.
Moreover iii Konya, the construction of a Women’s Closed Prison with a capacity of 526 is
underway and planned to be put in service in 2026.

Taking into account the risc in die number of female prisoners, over the Iast two years.
as per the vacancy notice for the recruitment of 5,455 officers. 408 fcmale custody offieers and
156 other officers; and as per the vacancy notice for the recruitment of 10,158 officers. 970
female custody officers and 658 other officers were employed. It is planned that as per the
permit for de recruitment of2l,613 oflicers, 2,224 female custody officers is to be emptoyed
during the year 2024.

Healthcare services in prisons are provided by farnily physicians affiliated with the
Ministry of Health. Periodic health check-ups and screenings as recommended by die family
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medicine practice, such as those for breast cancer, cervical cancer and precancerous legions can
also be performed for female convicted prisoners.

In addition to transmissible diseases, female prisoners are also provided with cancer
sercening tests in terms of gynecological diseases in every prison, in coordination with
provincial health directorates.

The project titled “Strenati cning Conditions and Women’s Rights iii Women’s Prisons
in une with International and EU Standards” bas been submitted to the Instrument for Pre—
Accession Assistance (IPA-lIl) program for 2023 and passed flic relevancc assessrnent. Within
die frarnework of the project, improving prison conditions in line with international standards
and best practices of the EU through respect for human rights of female prisoners and the

implementation of prison management policies and practices based on human rights is aniong
the projects objectives. Plans are underway for the development of multi-sector cooperation
between the government institutions (central, regional and local), private sector and civil society
for the rehabilitation of femalc prisoners and their reintegration into the society under the above
mentioned objective. Designing or revision of meaningful aetivitics for the benefit of women
and girls aged between 12 and 18 is foreseen for this purpose.

IParagraph 651

As a resuit of the investigation, examination and inquiiy of die records in Antalya L-
Type Closed Prison regarding die allegation that one prisoner vas ill-treated as she vas pinched
and slapped by one officer while ber hair ;vas pulled by another on the day of admission, it
became evident that no inmates Filed any complaints as regards the allegations raised. AIl
remand and scntenced inmatcs can file such complaints without hindrance, by applying ta the
said establishment with a petition or by sending a letter enclosed in an cnvelope.

Nevertheless, the female prison custody officers serving at the establishment were

warned that they should be more careful as regards their conduct and behavior towards
prisoners. It vil! be ensured that the staff members in question attend the training programs
organized both by the establishment and by training centcrs.

Moreover, die Project for the Integration of Smart Technologies in Prisons (“ACEP”) is
being irnplemented in line with the principles ofniodern sentence execution, that oftransparent
administration, that of ensuring that prisoners makc best use of technological developments,
that of efficient work flow and that of reducing allegations of human rights breaches. The
project is currently active in 164 prisons.

An important component of the project is the Contact the Ministry module, through
which aIl inmates can submit voiee, video or written complaints and suggestions directly to the
Ministry ofJustice, from the system installed in their moms, without the assistance ofthe staff

or being subject to supervision.

Besides demonstrating ihe confidence our sentence execution system has attained, ibis
system provides significant and unique safeguards for the protection ofhuman rights in prisons.
Infrastructure works have been completed and p1101 implemeniation phase lias been launched.
The goal is for the system to be installed in a short span of time in ail establishments where the

ACEP systcm is active. By 2 October 2024. a total of 2,110 calls have been made through the
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system, whereby die inmates were able to send complaints, suggestions and requests directly to

the Ministry of Justice.

On 19 April 2024, the Contact the Ministry module has been made active in Antalya L-

Type Closed Prison, as well as in Sincan Women’s, Sincan Juvenile, Kayseri Juvenile, Mersin

E and Kayseri T-Type no. I prisons and cails through the system continue. in Akçadag T-Type

Closed Prison works have begun to instali die module and work is undenvay for [ho
dissemination of de use ofthe module.

[Paragraphs 66, 67 and 681

In Arnalya L-Type Closed Prison, female remand and convicted inmates are heid in

Block A. By way 0f placing additional bunk-beds to die rooms/dormitories, it is ensured that

women and chiidren staying with their mothers are accommodated in a more comfortable

environrnent. Currently there is no inmate at the said establishment who has to sleep on a

mattress placed on die floor.

0f the 12 dormitories in Black A, in which female inmates are held, ail repair and

refurbishment works have been completed in dormitories A-1, A-5, A-6, A-8 and A-11. Since

the remaining dormitories were holding more inmates than their capacity, repair works shah

resume as soon as the occupancy levels in these dormitories are reduced.

The coid water used by the inmates at Antalya L-Type Closed Prison is supphied from

the 1,000-ton depot, connected ta the city’s water grid. As the said prison is located in a touristic

region, restrictions may be witnessed in seasonal water supply. Works are in progress to supply
bot water to the establishment from the heating plant inside the prison campus. Following the
completion of [ho project, the demand for bot water and heating of the establishment tvill be
supplied by the heating plant ofthe Antalya Open Prison.

According ta the “Regulation on Water for Iluman Consumption”, promulgated in die
Officiai Gazette on 17 February 2005 and implemented by the Ministry of Health, and having
regard ta the monitoring programs in une with the minimum requirements for drinking and
utility water supplied for human consumption, it bas been found that human consumption per
persan is 200 liters/day.

In international researches it is stated that in deveioped countries water consumption per
person is 80 liters and water consumption iii prisons is over this standard. According to de

regulation cited above, daily water consumption per capita is 200 liters, 150 liters of which is

cold and 50 I is bot water. I Iowcver. cold and hot water supplied to prisons is weil over this

quand [y.

Centraily supplied hot and cold water installations exist in rooms and dormitories. The

quantity of water supplied daily is 50 liters bot and 150 liters ofcold water per prisoner. Water
supplied to the establishment goes through purification before reaching the prisoners and used
in the entire prison campus including dormitories and rooms.

In Antalya L-Type Closcd Prison, living spaees and annexes are heated ta ambient room

temperature by the natural gas central heating system. From 21 August 2024 on. in accordance

with the bot water supply program for the inmates, sufficient quantities of water are supplied

on the basis oftwo hours per day ta ail dormitories. with the exception of Saturdays, on which

bot water is not supplied due to maintenance and cleaning works.
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IParagraph 77j

In Antalya L-Type Closed Prison, each remand and sentenced prisoner newly admitted
w die establishment is given one bed linen. pillow and bianket. In addition, regardless ofgender
and detention status (rernand or convicted) ail inmates are given personai sanitaTy products they
need (shampoo. soap. laundry detergent and hygienic pad) on admission, Female prisoners with
chiidren are given baby food and diapers. Besides, following admissions, items such as personal
sanitary produets, diapers, baby food and clothes continue to be provided to indigent prisoners
once this situation is identified by the relevant unit.

In Antalya L-Type Closed Prison, a needs assessment lias been made for the
establishment of a mother-child friendiy area and work is underway for die procurement of
relevant material.

As regards the recommendation that “the speciflc dietEiry needs of pregnant women,
breastfeeding mothers. infants and chiidren are provided for. and that chiidren receive the
necessary clothing and hygiene products”. nutritional items such as baby food and milk for
chiidren staying wid their mothers in prisons are provided by the State in accordance with the
provision under Article 72 § 4 of the LESSM, which reads: “Chiidren staying with their mothers
in the institution, and nursing mothers, shah be given suitable fond.”

Moreover, elothes and hygiene products for indigent prisoners as well as for chiidren
staying with their mothers are provided by die Ministry of Justice in accordanee with
cooperation works.

In the establishment in question. as oC21 August 2024, 17 ehildren are staying with their
mothers. The dormitories A-5 and A-6 have been set up for the mothers and chiidren, where
they are accommodated together. Play yards have been provided for eaeh 17 ehildren and a
playground is set up in the living area of the dormitories. A child-friendly space bas been ereated
by having the concrete ground of the stairs eovered with carpet and by having safety nets
instailed at the sides of stairs. The maintenance of the heating system of the dormitories have
been eompleted. Ail sanitarv installations in WCs and bathrooms have been repaired and the
dormitories werc improved for the mothers and chiidren by painting the walls.

In the said prison, ehiidren staying with their mothers use the kindergarten of the
establishment on workdays from 09:00 to 16:30, where ail Idnds ofmaterial are availabie for
games and in order to eontribute to chiidren’s development. Besides, upon request, toys which
do not pose risks to seeurity are given by the Psychosocial Service for use in the remaining time
aL the dormitories.

Through de Ministerial Consent issued pursuant b Articles 4 and 5 of the Regulation
on the Provision of Food for the Prisoners and Prison Staff. from 22 Januarv 2024 on, an
aHowanee of 150 Turkish Liras are paid for chiidren staying with their mothers, breastfeeding
mothers and pregnant inmates. Meals for ail prisoners held in de establishment are provided
by the Antaiya Open Prison. Weekiy meai iists. which ineiude additional food provided for
ehiidren up to the age of 6, pregnant and breastfeeding mothers are sent to the Open Prison and
dehivered to the recipients by the said the establishment.

Upon the request of prisoners or upon the finding of the Psychosocial Service, the
proenrement of baby food and diapers for babies aceommodated with their mothers in the prison
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is carried out without delay by way ofpurchasing from the general budget and delivered to Ge
mothers. In case brand or type has been specified for the baby food or diapers, purchasing is
made from the external store, using the personal deposit account. Ifother special nutrition needs
for infants are established by a medical report, procurement is also made from the general
budget. Ail repairs and maintenance works have been carried out as regards the heating systems
(heater radiators) of the dormitories to provide suitable ambient temperature.

As of 22 August 2024, 39 persons (of which 7 are chiidren) in Dormitory A-5 and 37
persons (of which 10 are children) in Dormitory A-6 were accommodated in Antalya L—Type
Closed Prison. From JuIy I to September 1, 2024, an average of 61 inmates were held in
Dormitories A-5 and A-6.

{Paragraph 821

In Antalya L-Type Closed Prison, a total ofeight literacy courses have been organized
in 2024 for 78 female remand and convicted inmates. Ofthe female inmates, seven are attending
open education middle school, 18 open education high school. and 13 are attending open
education faculties. 16 female inmates take part in workshop acnvities whiie five inmates serve
in ihe internai services ofthe establishment. Moreover. in 2024. 115 female prisoners used the
I ibrary.

In accordance with the main objectives of prisons as w&l as education. training and
rehabilitation activities. libraries and bookshelves are considered as facilities contributing to the
social and cultural development of inmates and prison staff. helping to raise knowledge and
skills, providing a setting for research works and assisting in their education and training needs.

ArticleS ofthe Guidelines on Prison Libraries and Booksheives states that:

“With a view to ensuring that remand and sentenced prisoners spend their spare time by
reading, facilitating the realization and enhancing of the education and training works and
reaching the objectives set out, making available the resources needed in the edueation and
rehabilitation works for the prison staff, a iibrary, in each prison headed by a director, and
bookshelves, in other prisons, shah be estabiished.”

In Article 61 ofthe LESSM:

“O) In prisons, a library or bookshelves shail be created according to the size of fle
institution. In ihe iibrary, there shaH be reference books for the subjects that are tatight in
classes, as well as, such books enabling convicts to make good use oftheir free time, to acquire
the habit of reading and to open up their horizons culturally vill be made available as far as
possible.

(2) Convicts shah be ahlowed to use the Iibrary of the institution. In addition. convicts
may be allowed to use publications which ineet the conditions under Article 62, from libraries
aflihiated to public institutions and organizations.

(3) This service may also be provided by means ofa mobile Iibraiy.”

The total numbers ofbooks available in prison libraries are:

- In 2020- 1,012,000,
- In 2021 - 1,075,000,
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- In 2022- 1.330.000.
- In 2023 - 1,480.756,
- In 2024 - 1,554,254.

The total numbers of books borrowed from prison libraries are:

- 1n2020-911.000.
- In 2021 - 1.427.550.
- In 2022-2.126.271,
- In 2023 -2,3 16,476,
- In 2024 (from January I to July 31)- 1,761,388.

With a view to ensuring that prisoners develop reading habits, develop skills for using
the library effectively and have easier access to more books. the “Cooperation Protocol Between
the Ministry of Justice and the Ministry of Culture and Tourisrn” vas signed on 24 October
2019.

Within flic framework of the Protocol, and under the coordination of the Provincial
Directorates of Culture and Tourism. “Basic Library Training” and “Library Automation
(KOl-TA)” courses were offered b prison staff by the staff of provincial public libraries.

The coopcration works envisaged by the Protocol have begun and access to 23 million
books have beon cnabled. Lists of books available in public libraries were distributed to the
dormitories and rooms in prisons.

Since flic signing of the Cooperation Protocol. 160,200 remand and convicted inmates
became members of the provincial/district public library and 956,679 books have been
borrowed.

The “Protocol of Cooperation on the Establishment of Libraries in Prison Campuses’
was signcd on 29 March 2021 between the Ministry of Justice and thc Ministry of Culture and
Tourism so as to meet the library demand by inmates. staff and families of staff, and to help
them develop reading habits.

With a vicw to ensuring the reintegration into the society of female prisoners in Antalya
L-Type Closed Prison, helping them attain personal skills, self-conrdence and development
and reducing the risk of recurrent crime, professional and technical trainings are provided in
accordance with requcsts rcceived from the inmates. In 2024, trainings on “Accessory Design”,
‘temporan’ and Permanent Hair Styling”, “Work Safety” and ‘Worker I-lealth” have been
offered. In 2023, training programs were organized in 20 different flelds (computer operating,
hairdressing. assistant cook, wooden decoration design. hygiene in service duty, personal
developrnent, etc.). 172 female prisoners in total successfully complcted the above-mentioncd
trainings.

Furtherrnore, in 2024. five movie screenings were made in tIc said establishment for
mothers and children. In coordination with the social worker of the establishment, several
educative seminars are foreseen to be organized on child health. nutrition ofthe child and child
development.

In Antalya L-Type Closed Prison, exclusively in wornen’s dormitories. during the
daylight hours of the day (from 07:00 to 19:00), convicted prisoners take advantage of the
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adjacent yard without restriction. In addition, there are three sports fields (two outdoor and one
indoor) and in une witb the sports program prepared on an egalitarian basis, every prisoner is
able to use it for about an hour.

As to the allegation that a woman was illegally recruited for the purpose of cleaning
common areas in the unit in exchange for money, an inquiry has been launched in Antalya L—
Type Closed Prison.

Article 81, paragraph one of the Regulation on the Administration of Prisons and the
Execution of Sentences and Security Measures reads that:

“Sentenced prisoners without profession and those willful prisoners having a profession,
who have been identiiied as physically and mentally healthy by the physician of the
establishment may work in the workshops and work dorms, taking into account the provisions
in Article 29 of the LESSM. in exchange for the wage determined in accordance with the
facilities of the establishment.”

Therefore, it bas becn found that 54 sentenced inrnates (47 men and 7 women) worked
in te said prison by the decision of the Board of Administration and Observation, that they
received the wages determined in accordance with the legal provisions and that no such
informaI employment was present.

In Antalya L-Type Closed Prison, as regards the person referred to as N.S., held as the
only woman-child during the CPT’s visit, the necessary inquiries were made, according to
which the following facts were revealed: Since her admission to the establishment, this prisoner
signed up for tFe religious education “Learning Quran” (from 29 December 2023 to 29 March
2024). 1-Iowever, she failed due to non-attendance. Later, she signed LI for the course of
“Temporary and Permanent Flair Styling” (from 12 January 2024 to 29 March 2024). However,
she failed once again due to non-attendance. Finally, she signed up for the course “Turkish for
foreigners A-1” (from 30 November 2023 to 21 March 2024) and successfully finished the
course. It is found that the inmate was able to use the indoor or outdoor sports fields at least one
hour per week, on an equal basis with other dormitories, in accordance with the sports program
prepared by the establishment.

In Ttirkiye, each having 100 or I 50-person capacity depending on the year of
construction, fourjuvenile reformatories with a total capacity of 520 persons, and ninejuvenile
and youth closed prisons are in operation with a total capacity of 2,736 persons, each having a
capacity of 288 or 360 persons.

Sentenced girls of ages varying from 12 to 18 are held in Urla Juvenile Reformatory
while girls on remand detention are held in rooms set up for juveniles in separate prisons for
women or in sections ofgeneral prisons reserved for women. Thus, mixed accommodation does
not exist. Work is underway for the creation ofa separate establishment for remand/sentenced
girls.

The project titled “Strengthening Conditions and Women’s Rights in Women’s Prisons
in line with International and EU Standards” has been submitted to the Instrument for Pre
Accession Assistance (IPA-IlI) program for 2023 and passed the relevance assessrnent. Within
the framework of the project, it is planned that regional Awareness Raising Conferences be
organized for the strengthening of women in prisons, to ensure that female prisoners are
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reintegrated ta flic society in a sustainabie way, and ta address rising concerns for the prevention
af prejudices in the private sector regarding the employrnent of former prisoners. Public
authorities and regional stakehoiders such as flic Ministiy of lndustry and Technoiogy,
Emplayrnent Agency (ISKUR). Regional Development Agencies. and Small and Medium
Enterprises Deveiopment Organization (KOSGEB) are foreseen to attend the programs. in
addition. the activities/training programs currentiy offered ta fcmaie prisoners wilII be revised
and programs previously resen’ed for men as weil as new programs for women ‘viii be designed
or re-designed. Therefore, renewed and newiy deveioped vocational programs xviii heip
eliminate prejudices about women’s traditionai gender raies and outdated programs. flic new
programs wiili be motivating on “innovative and technoiogy-focused fields” and xviiI better
answer the needs of women and female investors by matching with sectorial needs.

[Paragraph 881

With a view to ensuring that dynamic security is implemented in prisons in an effective.
institutionai and praetieal manner. it is important that the subjcet matter is dcait with as a
separate course in certain training programs. The intention is that the participant staff members
acquire the necessary professional knowiedge regarding eustody and security practices in the
light of dynamic security principies during the “Terrorism Specialization Training”, “Care
Project Dynamic Security Training”, “Open Prisons Specialization Training” and the course of
“Prison Security” which is part of variaus training programs. Moreover, the companents of
dynamic security approach are taught ta the participating staff at flic course af”Prison Security”
as part ofthe “Prison Custody Officer Training Program”,

As mentioned abave, the “Speciaiization Project for the Staff Working with Femaie
Tnmates”, develaped by the Istanbul Training Center and impiernented since 2019, was attended
ta by 10 af 66 (15%) custody officers serving at Antaiya L-Type Ciosed Prison as of 29 August
2024. Work is in progress for offering the training program ta a iargcr number of prison staff
in the future.

The tapies taught in flic training program are: Prisoner Psvchology, Communication
Skills. Sensitive Care. Chiid Neglect and Abuse. Violence against Women. Psychosociai SkiNs,
Conscious Awareness. Trauma Strategies, Visits and Separation. Nutrition. Modem Sentence
Execution Systems. Being a \Voman, Self-Conception. Legai Framework and international
Provisions Regarding Female Prisoners. Prison as a Living Space. Approach to Prisoners,
Approach to Vuinerabie Groups, Introduction to Dcveloprnent. Differences and Approach. It
can be observed that the existing contents fulfiil, to a large extent. the issues raised above. As
of 29 August 2024, a total of 795 prison staff attended the speeiaiization training program,
which has becn organized since 2019. It is considered that thanks to the speciahzation training
program the participants attain awareness on the needs of female prisoners and female offenders
and their professionai conduct and actions are promoted on the basis of security and respect.

Morcover, as stated above, in Antalya L-Type Ciosed Prison, as of 29 August 2024, of
the 298 staff members working in the establishment, 226 (76 %) have attended training
programs in whieh human rights course is included.

On 10 May 2024, 8 July 2024, 9 July 2024 and 10 Juiy 2024, 48 prison staff from
Antalya L-Type Ciosed Prison wcre offered the “Human Rights Training in Prisons” under the
coordination of the Dircctorate Generai for Prisons and Detention Centers. As regards other
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gender specific needs and special needs of foreign prisoners, the Social Worker of the
establishment is foreseen to offer a training seminar.

Furthermore, in 2004, within the context of the vacancy announcement for 9,512
contractual positions, eight more female custody officers have been recruited in Antalya L-
Type Closed Prison.

WitFin the framework of die project titled “Strengthening Conditions and Women’s
Rights in Women’s Prisons in une with International and EU Standards”, submitted to the
Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA-Ili) program for 2023 and passed the relevance
assessment, plans are underway for offering training to prison executives, staff dealing with
fernale prisoners and psychosocial service staff, on the topic of working with female prisoners,
The existing intervention programs are intended to be updated with a gender-sensitive
approach.

I Paragraph 921

Article 74 (“Right to telephone calls”), paragraph (r) of the Regulation on the
Administration of Prisons and de Execution of Sentences and Security Measures states that:

“In the existence of a suspicion that the phone numbers registered by foreign national
convicted prisoners lbr calis might not belong to the persons stated and that the person with
whom the prisoner wishes to have conversation might not be the person stated, information
shaH be requested from the relevant consular authorities. Turkish translation of die oflicial
document drawn up by die competent authorities. indicating the owners of the numbers called.
may also be represented by the legal representative or relatives of the prisoner.”

In this context, in Antalya L-Type Closed Prison, for making the required identification
to enable foreign inmates talk to their families, the inrnates are asked to 1111 one forrn for phone
caIl requests. The forms are submitted to the relevant Consulate, awaiting their written response.
In accordance with the letter in response from the Consulate. the person and corresponding
phone numbers are recorded to the system and phone calls are enabled. 1-lowever, in some cases
replies to letters might be late or no reply might be received as a result of internaI disorders or
wars in the relevant country.

Upon the alleganon in the report that one “juvenile girl had reportedly had no contact
by telephone with her mother for five months as she eould not afford to buy a telephone card”,
an inquiry has been made in Antalya L-Type Closed Prison. II was found that the inmate vas
adrniited w the establishment on 9 June 2023. From 3 July 2023 to 24 May 2024. amounts of
rnoney were deposited regulnrly to her account. I lowever. the inmate did not 1111 the form for
telephone cails or submit any such petition from ber admission on 9 June 2023 to 2 February
2024. On the latter date. she submitted a petition for making aphone eau to her mother, asking
it to be sent to the Consulate of ber country. The said petition was received for action by the
establishment and sent to the relevant Consulate, following which the inmate started making
telephone calls.

As regards the allegation in paragraph 91 that in Antalya L-Type Closed Prison several
women had applied for, but had been denied conjugal visits; and the relevant recommendation
that female prisoners should be able to benefit from such visits on an equal basis with male
prisoners, the following facts were revealed through an inquiry by the said establishment: Front
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1 January 2023 ta 16 February 2024, the reward of “visits by married rernand and convicted
inrnates in private with spouse without the close supervision ofthe prison staff’ was granted ta
25 inmates, ofwhich 23 are men and 2 are women.

The name ofthe female inmate vas among those suggested for granting ofthe conjugal
visu in Februarv 2024. However. as h vas understood in an interview that they wcre in the
process of divorce, the permission vas not accorded.

It is laid down in Article 1, paragraph (e) ofthe Regulation on Rewarding Prisoners that:

“k should not be overlooked that reward far convicted and remand prisoncrs is not a
right but may be given as a privilege for the purpose of promotion”

Article 8 (“Rewardable Conduct and Behavior”). paragraph one ofthe Regulation reads:

“0f die rcmand and convicted prisoners who have not received disciplinar penalties or
whose penalties have been lifted, those ‘ho have displayed one or more of the foliowing
conduct or behavior may be rewarded. on the condition that they have not acted expressly in
contravention ofthe remaining types ofbehavior:

a) Being a good example to other prisoners with one’s conduct and behavior;

b) Displaying personal improvement by eontinuous and effective participation to
rehabilitation activities, save for cases ofvalid excuses;

c) Continuous participation in work, education and training activities cxccpt for valid
excuses and displaying exceptional success;

ç) Displaying utmost care for the personal and common spaccs in the establishment, and
the cleanliness, order and protection of items located in these spaces;

d) Displaying personal improvement by continuous and effective participation to social,
cultural and sports activities inside and outside thc establishment;

e) Being voluntarv and displaying exceptional effort in the interna] services of the
establishment. which are requircd for the continuity of the work of the establishment;

D 1-laving previous addiction ta drugs, alcohol or tobacco and participating in the
education or treatment programs carried out by the establishment for addressing these
addictions. and displaying improvement on this malter.

g) fielping to reveal an illegal act which may compromise the peacc and ordcr of the
cslabl ishment;

g) Making efforts for seif-improvement by making regular use ofthe library services.”

It is stated in Article I (“Rewarding procedure”) ofihe said Regulation that “the Board
may ex officio or upon proposais by the relevant services, decide on rewarding the prisoners
concerned”.

in Article li (“Conjugal Visit Reward”). paragraph one:

“Sentenced and remand prisoners in closed prisons may be given the rcward ofreceiving
visits by the spouse in private, without the close oversight of the staff, at sections designated
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for such visits in the establishment, fora duration oC three to twenty—four hours, in intervals of
three months at the latesi,”

In Article 12 (“General Provisions on the Reward of Conjugal Visits”). paragraph one:

“It is obligatory for visitors coming to establishments for conjugal visits to present an
officiaI identity document with a photograph, bearing 11w Turkish nationality ID number for
Turkish nationals and passport or equivalent identity document as well as Turkish translation
oC the officiaI ccrtificd document proving marnage to the sentenced or remand prisoner”

Therefore, the reward to be given to the inmate is not a right, it is not taken iiuo

consideration upon their request and the Board of Administration and Observation oC the
establishment evaluates and decides on the names proposed by the relevant services (the Duty
ChiefCustody Officer, Psychosocial Service, Training Unit. etc.).

The Projcct for flic Integration oC Smani Technologies in Prisons (“ACEP”) is being
impIemented by die Ministry ofiustice. It is intended by the Projcct that vanious services carried
out by taking the prisoners out oC their dormitories/rooms will be realized through multimedia
devices installed in dorrnitories/rooms, in sound-insuIated cabins, without the need for the
circulation ofthe staflÇ with less human resources, in a faster and more reliable way.

Within the frarnework oC the project, applications previously not realized, such as video
talk and e-doctor are planned to be implementcd. A versatile design has been preferred in terms
oC content, and currently active applications are: sound and video calls, count, petition, order
from store and online payment, book requesis from library, e—lettcr. e—doctor and Contact die
Ministry.

As regards the ACEP Project, which lias been mentioned in die “Judicial Reform
Strategy” and “iluman Rights Action Plan”, work for introducing the svswm in ail prisons lias
begun following pilot implernentation in Sincan and Bakirky Women’s and Sincan Juvenile
and Youth Closed Prisons and after the nccessary revisions have been made. The system is
currently in active use in 164 establishments.

Therefore, the inmates held in the said establishments are able to use the video and voice
cali application under the provisions of Article 66 (“the prisoner’s right to communication by
telephone”) ofthe LESSM and Article 74 (tided “Right to telephone calis”) oC the Regulation
on the Administration oC Prisons and Execution oC Sentences and Security Measures.

By the putting into service oC the project, sentenced prisoners have been given the
opportunity to have video conversations with their families for the flrst tirne. The ability to
make video calls has particulanly saved relatives of inmates living out ofthe city/country frorn
the huge burden ofhaving to travel to the establishments for visits. Moreover, prisoners’ young
children are also able to IaIk to their parents without having to corne b the establishment, thus
saving them from being offended in a prison setting.

Only during the week of 23-29 Septernbcr 2024, in the 164 esÉablishrnents in which the
ACEP system has bcen installed, a total of 2,199,272 calis have been made, of which 974,696
video and 1,224,576 are voice cails. During the same period, the system was actively used by
195,472 inmates and 263,618 relatives ofinmates. A total of2 18,440,801 calls have been made.
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As exp!ained above, the system eliminated the need 10 travel to the establishments for
visits under the conditions of the COVID-19 pandemic and the video cal! facilities gave the
prisoners and their re!atives the opportunitv b communicate without the risk of i!!ness and
transmission ofdiseases.

Thanks to !egis!ative amendments within the scope of [le projecL the inmates’ existing
right to 10 minutes of voice ca!!s per week with one number, has been raised up to 60 minutes
in the estab!ishrncnts where the technica! infrastructure has been insta!!ed. The inmates are abie
to use their right to cal! by making video ca!!s six tirnes to communicate with different relatives.

Chi!dren forced to crime and ai! fcma!e convicted inmates with ehi!drcn up to the age
of six. staying in or out of the estab!ishments, can make use this right twice the prescribed
duration.

In this context. chi!dren forced 10 crime can use their right of w 120 minutes by
making 12 telephone cails to different re!atives. A!! remand and sentcnced inmates arc given
an additional 30 minutes for re!igious ho!idays.

8v the instaiment of 20,000 mu!timedia devices. the pro ject is p!anned to be set up in
aH establishments.

In the context ofcooperation works, assistance is provided to cover video calis expenses
for indigent juveni!es and fema!e prisoners staying with their childrcn.

Within Uc context of the COVTD- 19 pandemic. sincc the open and c!oscd visits for a!!
inmates have been rcstricted, to maintain contact with the outside wor!d, 10 minutes wcre added
to wcek!y telephone ca!l entitlements instead of visits unti! t!ie climination oC the risk of the
outbreak. h was made possible that the existing phone cati enlitiements cnn be used in a single
cati of 20 minutes.

IParagraph 971

Searchcs in prisons are carried out as per the provisions of Artic!e 36 (“Search”) ofthc
LESSM and Article 34 (“Searches, security drills and counts”) of the Regulation on
Administration of Prisons and Execution of Sentences and Security Measures.

1-lowever. by the amendment put in force on 12 November 2021 on Artic!e 34 ofthe
said Regulation, signiflcant steps have been taken in the direction of strengthening human
rights. In this context, the phrase “Strip Search” was replaced with “Detailed Search” stressing
that this is nota common practice to he app!ied for each prisoner admitted b the estab!ishment
but an exception. In addition to the condition of suspicion, a!ready contained in the provision,
(bat n banned item or substance may be brought to the establishment. the condition of “in case
the identification of the banned item or substance cannot be made bv other means” lias been
added.

Moreover. with the purpose of performing the search in a more humane way, additiona!
safeguards such as providing single-use gowns. using g!oves during searches and recording of
the search action in a report were introduced.

Furthermorc. by the p!irases that “it is essential that respect for !iuman dignity and the
non-vio!ation ofthc sense ofs!iame during search”, and that ai! measurcs sha!! be taken for Ibis
purpose, the emphasis on the protection of human rights was en!ianced.
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Article 36 (“Search”) ofthe LESSM reads:

“(I) In the establishments, searches may be made without notice at ail times in rooms
and in their annexes and of prisoners and their beiongings. A search shall be made once every
month in any case.

(2) \Vhen required, searches may be conducted jointly with externai security personnel
or law enforcement bodies or other public oflicers.”

Accordingiy, generai searches are carried out in the said prisons once per rnonth. At
ieast one inmale aceompanics the prison staff performing die search. So far no complaints have
been received by the administration ofthe prisons that inmates’ beiongings were thrown onto
the floor or damaged. Nevertheiess, the necessary warnings have been made to the prison staff
that they shouid be more careful and gentie during searches.

In addition, excepi for reasons of order, seeurity and tipoffs. searches in the said
establishment are often performed during daylight hours. Whiie searches nre performed.
chiidren staying with their mothers remain in the kindergarten, where they spend their time
during the day.

[Paragraph I OOj
Regarding the findings of the CPT following their visit to Antalya L-Type Closed

Prison, repair, care, maintenance and renewai works have been completed as of2l August 2024
in nine rooms/dormitories (B-9, E-2, F-5, F-3 OST, F-9, A-1, A-5, A-6 and A-8). Renewai and
repair works for the remaining rooms/dormitories are underway.

As a resuit of the inquiry made as regards the incident in paragraph 100 of the CPT
report, die following facts were disclosed: The prisoner eoncerned was admitted to the
establishment on 27 August 2023 for die second Lime with lier child. She had two more children
accommodated at the social services. During the time she vas held at the establishment, sue
had no visitors and no legal guardian. Although she vas married, lier husband could not be
contncted, nor did she have any person to legaily hand over her child.

The provisions in Article 44 (“confinement in ccli”) ofthe LESSM. insofar as relevant.
state that:

“(1) The penalty of confinement in a ccli is keeping the prisoner in a ccli alone, for night
and day, and depriving of ail contact. without prej udice to flic right to go in the open air. from
one day to twenty days according to the nature and seriousness ofthe acts committed.

[. . .1
(4) The ccli shah bc arranged so as to meet vital needs,”

IL is laid down in Article 47 (“Disciplinaiy investigation”), paragraph five of the Law
that:

“(5) Discipiinary penalties shah be discussed by the discipiinary board on die basis of
documents and shah be decided within three days. The discipiinary board may decide to impose
the disciplinary penalty specified in die iaw or that no disciphinary penalty shail be imposed.
The decision ofthe disciplinary board shah be substantiated byjustification and ciearly indicate
the authority and die time—iimit for appcai.”
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In this context, while the authority w decide on imposing solitary confinement to the
inrnate rests with the disciplinary board, the determination of the place where the disciplinary
punishment will be executed rests with the prison administration. Taking into account the best
interests of die child during the execution of penalties of female inmates staying with their
children, measures such as handing over the child to relatives, or placing in temporary
protection in the absence of a relative are taken. If taking such measures is not possible, the
place for imposing the penalty shall be chosen from the living space/roorn •for children. Prison
administrations also ensure that during the day, die child is able to get out of the room for
activities such as playground and kindergarten.

Detailed observations as regards the CPT’s concems 011 this matter are contained under
the paragraphs 59 and 64.

IParagraph 106j

In prisons, remand and convicted juvenilcs, women, disabled persons, elderly, persons
with different sexual orientation, foreign nationals and children up to 6 years of age staying
with their mothers are regarded as speciai and vulnerable groups as stipulated in the national
and international legal texts.

Due care is displayed in aIl activities organized in prisons to ensure that inniates with a
different sexuai orientation are protected, abuses are prevented, disciplinary measures are taken
in respect of die non-complying staff, and the right to privacy of inmates is respected in
accordance with sexuai orientation and sexual identity.

Within the framework of the Struetured Mental Evaluation and Intervention Program
(YARDM). developed by the Directorate Generai for Prisons and Detention Centers, trainings
are offered to psychologists and social workers in prisons on flic basic principles ofapproach
to prisoners with different sexual orientations, and on how the follow-up, referral and
intervention should be as regards flic mental problems they may experience, as well as trainings
for ail irison staff on how to approach prisoners with different sexual orientations. Sections are
contained in flic YARDM Manual under the section “Special Cases” on the issues requiring
care while working with prisoners with different sexual orientations and the psychosocial
assistance services in prisons carry out their works in une with this manual. A “Institutional
Approach Manual” vas also prepared to develop the inmates’ awareness oftheir mental state
and to ensure that the staff demonstrates the right and standard approach to ail inmates. The
relevant trainings have been compieted and the manual was delivered to aIl establishments.

In cooperation with civil society organizations, seminars are organized in prisons where
the issues to which both individuals with different sexual orientations and die staff working
with them should be attentive are conveyed.

An inquiry made in Antaiya L-Type Closed Prison as regards the incident detailed in
paragraphs 104 and 105 ofthe CPT report reveaied the following facts: The prisoner vas first
examined on 20 February 2023 and diagnosed as having gastritis. The inmate underwent
intestinal surgery, had asthma and used Ventolin, used Ghfor 1,000 mg, for diabetes and
Monodur Beloc Zok 50 mg. for hypertension, used Latixa 375 mg. as allegediy had heart
disease, no contagious diseases were diagnosed, did not have an addiction, and no signs of
battery or coercion were observed.
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During the exarnination upon first admission, the inmate did not make any declaration
as to ber being an LGBT person or on hormonal therapy. When asked on 23 February 2023
upon first placement, the inmate did not state any different sexual orientation, and since she
declared herseif in a pelition as heterosexual, the inmate was placed in room C-05, in une with
lier figure as a man.

The inmate vas referred to Hie Faeulty of Medicine, Forensic Medicine Department at
Akdeniz Universit for obtaining a report about ber condition. It vas stated in the report dated
24 May 2023 by the said hospital that. since die sexual orientation of die inmate could not be
ascertained. she vas not registered as an LGBT individual. As a resuit. she \vas not taken to an
LGBT unit in the prison.

Upon a later declaration by the inmate, she vas referred to the health board ofAntalya
Training and Research 1-Iospital for the establishment ofher sexual identity. In the report dated
5 March 2024 by the medical board ofthe hospital, the inmate vas referred to as transsexual.
Therefore, by the decision oC the Board of Administration and Observation of the said
establishment on 15 March 2024, the inmate vas transferred to the room F-09 DST I.

An examination ofthe Prisons Medicine Monitoring System (CETAS) records revealed
that the inmate had been prescribed hormone medications in Ôdemi T-Type Closed Prison,
namely three cartons of Elleacnelle tablets on 22 August 2022, which finished on 23 October
2022, three cartons ofAndrocur 100 mg on 17 August 2022, which finished on 14 November
2022, three cartons of Progeston 200 mg. on 20 June 2022, which [inished 011 17 September
2022.

The chccks on the CETAS system revealed that the inmate did not have any hormone
medications with her during transfer to the current establishment. The inmate did not have any
written or oral request during the lirsi—admission examination to the familv physician that she
used or brought with her hormone medication.

During her term in prison, the inmate vas taken to the familv medicine unit of thc
establishment for 16 times and vas preseribed medicine, which were handed to the inmate by
the establishment. The inmate vas referred by the ffimily physician to the relevant clinics for
treatment, where necessary.

The inmate did not have any illnesses requiring treatment or follow-up. She vas
examined by the relevant family physicians at the establishment in accordanee with her
petitions and received healthcare services.

From 18 February 2023 to 21 August 2024, for 19 times, the inmate vas referred to the
Emergency, General Surgery, Gastroenterology. Medical Board, Cardiology, Internai
Medicine, ENT, Pulmonary Diseases, Eye Diseases and Urology departments of Antalya
Training and Rescarch Ilospital, Kepez State 1-Iospital, and Dôemealti Hflseyin Sava Local
Polyclinic upon complaints ofabdominal pain, hearing loss, lump in breast, shortness ofbreath.
high hean rate. loss of eyesight. and sexual identity disorder. Following the necessary
examinations and diagnosis. medications were prescribed, which were procured by the
establishment and handed to the inmate.

Moreover, upon the medical report by the Antalya Training and Research Hospital of 5
March 2024, indicating that the inmate vas transsexual. the inrnate xvas moved to room F-9
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CST 1. in accordance with the decision dated 15 March 2024. AIl works and actions duringthis
process as regards the state of the inmate were impIemented in full and on time and were
foilowed elosely by the prison administration and staff.

The staff serving in womcn’s and men’s prisons arc offered awareness-raising training
programs on how to work with trans individuals.

Work is in progress for the provision of educative seminars for the male and female staff
members at the said establishment on how to approach trans persons and inmates with different
sexual orientation, by contacting both the Psychosocial Service of the establishment and
universities. It is intended that the staff receive the relevant training at the shortest time possible.

[Paragraphs 102 antI 1071

Yogyakarta Principles cannot be eonsidered as established and binding international
human rights norms. Turkish Civil Code Article 40 enshrines our legal framework and our
society’s understanding on the issue.

IParagraphs 109, 110, 111 antI 112]

In respect of prisoners vho deelare upon admission that their sexual orientation is
different, or maRe such a declaration in later stages or submit such a petition as well as those
who arrive at the establishments through transfers but without a report frotta fuIl—scale hospitai,
an appointment shah be made without delay from the relevant medical institution.

During this period, transfers to hospitals for obtaining the report are realized by the
gendarmerie command. However, owing to factors such as an overload of emergency or
inpatient services, delays might be witnessed in some periods due te priority given te
emergencies and queue procedure. Remand and convicted inmates who bd such declarations
are held along with a small number of inmates who made the same declaration. pending medical
reports.

A hgiene pack consisting ofsoap, shampoo, hygienic pad, toothpaste, toothbrush and
towcl are given to remand/convicted inmates upon their admission, as weB as one bed linen.
pillow and blanket.

In addition, in case indigent inmates are identifled by the prison administration, personal
sanitary products and clothes are provided from the donations made by private foundations,
associations and charity organizations.

The allegation that at Maltepe L-Type Prison no.3, transgender wornen “bd to remove
ail their clothes and squat several times while naked under the supervision of onc or more male
officers” is net true. As mentioned under paragraph 97, searches are based on respect for human
dignity and the non-violation ofthe sense ofshame,

Searches in the said establishment are not carried eut in this manner. In une with general
rules. ail prisoners adrnitted te the establishment firstly go through the metal detector gate and
hand detector search. following which the body and clothes are subjected b physical search.
However, in the presence ofreasonable and strong suspicion that the inmate might bring banncd
items into the establishment despite gencral search, the neccssary searches are performed with
the knowiedge of the duty director.
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jParagraphs 119 and 1201

As regards the allegation that in Antalya L-type Prison, Block F9 (ground floor) “three
celis were in an appalling state of repair with peeling paint, crumbling walls and a pervasive
dampness and the sanitaiy annexes were decrepit and musty with moldy walls”. measures were
taken to refurbish these cells, the repair and maintenance of the sanitary annexes, walls and
iittings of ail single rooms in Block F9 have been cornpleted.

In Maltepe L-Type Closed Prison no.3. funds from the large repairs appropriation
budget have been requested by an officiaI letter on 5 April 2024 for the refurbishment and paint
works of the main corridor. shared areas, and the rest of the establishment; repairs of the
deformations. stains and peeling problems of the walls in the rooms/dormitories where the
inmates are held; rusts and crumbling in the kitchen and sanitary annexes of most rooms and
broken tiles and mold in wet floor areas were fixed.

As regards the refurbishment o!’ rooms, following the appropriation o!’ funds at an
amount of 500,000 Turkish Liras as a result of die letter of 3 June 2024 by the Directorate
General for Prisons and Detention Centers, the purchase of general repaiE material has been
realized and the staff of die establishment bas started the repair, refurbishment and maintenance
work in the dormitories and rooms, which is currently underway.

In addition, calI bells not functioning in a number of cells/iiving units in the said
establishment have been repaired by the prison administration and resumed functioning.

As stated above, in Antalya L-type Closed Prison a hygiene pack consisting of soap,
shampoo, hygienic pad, toothpaste, toothbrush and towel is given b remand/convicted inmates
upon their admission, as weIl as one bed linen. pillow and blanket. In case indigent inmates are
identilied by the prison administration, personal sanitary products and clothes are provided
from the donations made by private foundations, associations and charity organizations.

There are no restrictions in the establishment coneerned as regards brewing tea or coffee

by the inmates. Products such as tea and coffce are available at the store ofthe establishment.

In Maltepe L-Type Closed Prison no.3, both in single rooms and multiple occupancy
rooms/dormitories ail inmates are given a pillow, bed linen, blanket and personal cleaning set
on admission, without exception. Furthermore, from time to time indigent prisoners identified
by the relevant units are provided essential materiai and clothes.

As regards die allegation that “the regime ofactivities offered to the transgender women
and gay men accommodated in the multiple-occupancy wards was extremely limited” and “at
Maltepe L-type Prison no 3, the one hour per week access to the outdoor sports field stopped
in November 2023 and no opportunities to access the indoor sports gym were offered”, the
necessary examinations and inqu ry was carried out. which revealed the following:

Tlie foilowinu provisions are contained in Article 87 (“physical education”) of the
L E S S M:

“(1) To ensure the social. mental and physical development of the sentenced prisoner,
he/she shall be permitted to take part in sports, physical education and recreational activities to
the extent allowed by the physical and mental health condition, and for this purpose space and
materials shah be provided to the extent available.
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(2) Sentenced prisoners ‘ho do not work in the open air or who are iii ciosed prisons
shah be permitted to walk in the open air for at least one hour per day, to the extent ahiowed by
weafler conditions. Individual exercises may also be performed during this time, Convicts in
open prisons and in reformatories for minors may participate in activities oulside the
establishment”

It is stipulated in Article 28 “die Duties and Powers ofthe Board of Administration and
Observation”, paragraph one, subparagraph (e) of (lie Regulation on the Administration of
Prisons and Execution of Sentences and Security Measures that:

“Taking decisions as to the determination of inmates who may take pari in activities in
the scope of rehabilitation programs such as sport fieids, multipurpose hall. library and
workshop as well as inmates to work in the internai services of the prison.”

In this context. courses are organized in prisons and announced to ail remand/sentenced
inmates through the centralized system. Following announcernents, petitions received from
requesting inmates are evaluated by the boards and their attendanee is ensured.

In Antalya L-Type Closed Prison, it is observed that most inmates with different sexual
orientation do not sign up for the courses or do flot continue the courses by their vill. One
inmate sentenced to aggravatcd life imprisonrnent with a different sexual orientation attended
12 sports activities over the iast year while other inrnates with a different sexual orientation
attended a total of 150 activities (sports. cinema. conference, quiz, rcligious conference, etc.).

flic CPT’s visu (o die Antalya L-Type Closed Prison coincided with the ongoing repair
and rcfurbishment works as deterioration vas prescnt in the ground covering and vire fence of
outdoor sports fields. Following repair works, the said sections were rcopened for the use ofthe
inmates and is currentiy open for activities. As to the indoor sports hall, its use by the inmates
is cnsured in accordance with the weekly program for dormitories.

Moreover. the allegation that cartoon screenings were offered in the said establishment
does not reflect die 1mW. In fact, the animation movie “Monsters. Inc.” vas screened as part of
the Values Education Plan, as it was contained in the movie list of Februaiy. conveyed in the
letter dated 17 April 2023 by the Directorate General for Prisons and Detention Centers.

In 2024. 11 inmates with a different sexual orientation participated in conferences and
seminars in Antalya L-Type Closed Prison. They submitted a petition and did not attend the
movie sereening on 26 Fcbruary 2024. Moral guidance interviews were made with Cive inmates
and six inmates continued their education through the open high—school.

In Maltepe L-Type Ciosed Prison no.3, in 2024, of the inmates with a different sexual
orientation. nine attended the concert activity, Il participated in conferences and seminars and
18 attended tlie movie screening.

As regards activities by the Psychosocial Assistance service, psychosocial support is
provided in the forni of individual interviews, group works and family interviews. without
distinction as to language. religion, race. rehigious denomination, nationahity. gender, sexual
orientation etc., in accordance with Article 2 ofihe LESSM.

Care is displayed in the protection of inmates with different sexual orientation in ail
activities realized in prisons, in the prevention of abuse, taking disciplinary measures in respect
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ofthe staff who do not compiy with these principles, and the recognition ofthe right to privacy
of inmates in accordance with their sexuai identities.

jParagraph 124!

As regards the evaluation ofthe request for gender reassignment surgery, the following
provisions are laid down in Article 40 ofthe Turkish Civil Law:

“Anyone who wants te change their gender cati appiy in person and asic the court to
ailow gender reassignment. [Jowever, in order for the permission to be granted, the appiicant
must be over the age of eighteen and not married; as weli as be in transgender nature and
document by an oflicial medical board report from a training and research hospitai dut gender
reassignment is a necessity in ternis of mental health and that the person is permanentiy
deprived of reproductive capabiiities. In Hie event that a gender reassignrnent surgery that is
appropriate for the purpose and medical methods are confirmed by the officiai heaith board
report, the court decides b make hie necessary corrections in fie civil registiy.”

Therefore. flrstly the conditions envisaged by the provisions stated above must be
fulfihled. Although gender reassignment surgery bas been perrnitted bv a court decision, in order
for this surgery to be performed for an inmate. a conciusive remark must be contained in the
report by the medical board that affirming surgery is “necessary or of vital importance”.

It is stipulated in Article 102 § 2 ofthe Regulation on flic Administration of Prisons and
Execution of Sentences and Security Measures that: expenses of “medicai treatments which
have Hie purpose cf aesthetics or not in the context of the Heaith Impiementation Principies,
shah be paid by the person.”

In Article 102 (titied “heaith expenses of Prisoners”), as w medications and needs for
medical devices and tools such as prostheses and orthoses, die following provisions are set out
in the said Regulation:

“[•. .1(2) medical lreatments which have the purpose ofaesthetics or not in flic context
ofthe Heaith impiementation Principles, sirnil be paid by die person.

(3) Expenses for the prisoner’s examination, diagnosis and treatment in healthcare
institutions including univcrsity hospitals shah be covered by Hie Ministry of Heaith while
medicine and medical material shafl be covered bv flic Ministry of Justice. How Hie payments
to heaithcare providers for treatment expenses are to be made sirnil be determined by the
Ministn’ ofHealth.”

The foilowing provisions are contained iii the Circularno. 2013/2 of3 January 2013 by
the Ministry ofHealth, regarding the Treatment expenses of Rernand and sentenced lnrnates:

“3. Ofthe remand and convicted inmates who have been referred by prisons or detention
centers to the hospitals aftiliated te the Ministry of Flealth, or by such hospitals to university
hospitais (except l’or foundation universities);

a) ail kinds ofmedicine, examination, diagnosis and medicai material deemed necessary
during inpatient treatmenl shah be covered by the heaithcare provider.

b) expenses pertaining to medical examination, check, diagnosis, and of dental
prosthesis and treatment in outpatient care shah be covered by the heaithcare provider.
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Expenses for medicine and medical material which are impossible to be obtained by the hospital
(orthosis, prostheses, eyeglasses, hearing devices, glucose test strip, disposabie underpads, etc.)
shah be covered by the Ministry of Justice.

c) medical expenses which have the purpose of aesthetics shah be paid by the person.”

As per the provisions cited above, ail medications and material such as medicai device.
prosthesis!orthesis. dental prosthesis for ail inmates in prisons shah be covered by the Ministry
of Justice while ail inpatient or outpatient examination and treatment services shah be covered
by the Ministry of Heaith.

l-Icahthcare services fee. which is applicable for medications. examinations and
treatments are neyer requested from the inrnate. A special budget is reserved for the medicine
and medical material/devices expenses for inmates separate from the annual general budget
reserved for prisons.

Moreover, having a child with assisled reproductive therapy, gender reussignmen[
surgery. organ donations for relatives and in urgent and compelling circumstances. treatment in
private heaithcare institutions is also evaiuated for prisoners in accordance with medical
necessity and the relevant legal provisions and heaithcare services may also be provided in these
flelds.

As regards telephone calls, inmates held in the said establishments are abie to use the
video and voice cail application under the provisions of Article 66 (“the prisoner’s right to
communication by telephone”) ofthe LESSM and Article 74 (titled “Right to telephone eails”)
of the Regulation on the Administration of Prisons and Execution of Sentences and Security
Mcasurcs.

As regards die ACEP Project, which lias been mentioned in the “Judiciai Reform
Strategy” and “1-luman Rights Action Plan”, work for introducing the system in aIL prisons lias
begun following pilot trials in Sincan and Bakirkôy Womcn’s and Sincan Juvenile and Youth
Closed Prisons and after the necessary revisions have been made.

A number ofiechnical problems have been eneountered during the work for introducing
flic system to ail establishments. particularly while video calls were made to other countries. In
this context. the application E-Visit (E-Gôrti), whose software development \vas made by TUrk
Telekom. has been developed and updated following the experience gathered in piiot
applications. Latest updated version of Hie software ean be downioaded free of charge from
Android and iOS online stores and no domestic or international restrictions exist iii Hie scnding
ofthe PIN code in question.

In addition. thc foilowing provisions are contained in Article 66 § I of Hie LESSM:
“Sentcnced prisoners in elosed prisons may have tclephone cails using pay phones controlled
by the administration, in accordance with the principies and procedures speeifled in Hie
regulation issued by the President”. Accordingiy. ail inmates are able to make teiephone cails,
tlic price being paid by them. flic price 15 determined by the Tflrk Telekom, and the current
price for video cahls is 1.87 Turkish Liras. The tariff for voice calls and country price categories
are in une with the pay phone tariffand country categories ofTûrk Teiekom.

As regards the inmate’s account mentioned in paragraphs 104 and 105 ofthe CPT report,
the inmate stated particuhariy during Hie officiai statement-taking thiat she wished to stay in a
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single room, the prison administration, taking into account as well her situation, granted this
request. Since in the said establishment single rooms are used for serving aggravated lifc
sentence or disciplinary sanctions, eau durations in these rooms have been limited to 10 minutes
in the central system for ACEP. There is no such situation as to the restriction or prevention of
telephone calls.

The following provisions are laid down in Article 9 (“Persons who may visit”) of the
Regulation on Paying Visits to Prisoners, paragraphs 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6:

“Rernand and sentenced inmatcs can be visited by the spouse, mother, father.
grandmothcr, grandfather. children. grandchildren, siblings. spouse of chiid, brothcr-in-Iaws,
sister—in—laws. brother’s wife. sister’s husband, mother—in—law. father—in—law. parents ofmother—
in-Iaw and father-in-law. children of spousc. parents ofgrandmother and grandfather, children
of grandehildren, ehildren of siblings, their spouses, uncle. aunt and their spouses. legal
guardian and trustee.

(Paragraph amended on 14 Septembcr 2021) Remand and convicted inmatcs shall give
the narne, surname and address. if known. of three more persons other than iL ose listed in
paragruph one. The visitors whose names have been registered can only be changed in
compelling circumstances such as dcath, severe illness, natural disaster, transfer of the prisoner
or change of the domicile of the visitor which eliminates the possibility of visiting; or if the
visitor luts not made any visit after fie passage oC six months. The administration ofthe prison
may. if deemed necessary, have an inquiry be done through the law enforcement, in respect of
the visitors registered, on whether risks exist on their visit. Visits by those regarded risky shall
not be perrnitted and another visitor shall be asked w be registered.

(Paragraph amended on 5 Dccember 2018) Remand and convicted inmates held in the
same establishment or in diffcrent establishments in campuses holding two or more prisons may
visit one another, on fe condition that they are among the persons listed in paragraph one, as
per the provisions ofthis Regulation and by the written order ofthe Chief Public Prosecutor.

Visits by visitors listed in paragraphs one and two, out ofthe days and hours dctermined
and by persons other than those listed in parngraphs one and two may be permitted in writing
by the Chief Public Prosecutor, ifreasonable grounds exist. This provision is not applicable for
prisoners sentenced to aggravated life imprisonment.

(Paragraph added on 13 January 2018) Consent by both parents or the legal
representative of the juvenile prisoner shaH be sought for visits by three persons from the Iisted
persons.

(Paragraph added on 13 Januan’ 2018) In case the visitor is not of full age, consent by
both parents or the legal representative of the j uvenile visitor shah be sought.”

Therefore, visits to ail prisoners in our establishments are made pursuant to the legal
provisions quoted above. Moreover, threc more persons other than relatives by biood
enurnerated under Article 9 can be reeeived as visitors provided that these persons are signed
up in the establishment.
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IParagraph 125J

flst Part]

As per die Protocol Between the Ministrv of I Iealth and the Ministry oC Justice on the
Provision of I Iealthcare Services in Prisons, bealtbcare services in prisons are carried oui by
family physicians afflhiated to the Ministry of Health, physieians and dentists affiliated to the
Ministry of Justice, and dentists assigned by the Ministry cf ilealth, at the existing infirmaries
and dental units in prisons. A sufficient number of family physicians and dentists are assigned
in coordination by the Ministiy of Health to provide quality cf services in an uninterrnpted
manner.

To answer changing needs and requests. work lias been started by the Ministry ofJustice
and flic Ministry cf llealth te update the Protocol cited above. A joint working group bas been
set up by both Ministries and meetings are being organized as te the procedure and principles
relating to the work of farnily physicians in a solution-oriented manner.

In prisons, in accordance with petitions given by die inmates for visiting the infirmaries,
medical examinations are eonducted by family physicians. In cases where a medical diagnosis
lias becn made, medications are prescribed. Medicine prescribcd and medical material are
procured on the sanie day from pharmacies and medical companies. Doses and dosing intervals
are told to the patients while handing flem the drugs free cf charge. In cases where a referral to
n higher healtheare organization is necded. such inmates are referred by the family medicine
unit to Hie closcst State or university hospitals.

Regarding this matter, the necessary actions are carried eut in accordance with the
Protocol between the Ministry oC Health and Hie Ministry oC Justice on die Provision cf
Jlcalthcare Services in Prisons, as well as with the following provisions cf Article 6 (“provision
of mobile and on—site hcatthcare services”) cf the Regulation on thc Implcmcntation cf Family
M edi ci ne:

“(2) Upon requests by institutions such as prisons, juvenile reformatories. nursing
homes. childrens homes and orphanages where chiidren in nced of protection are
accommodated, communal places without a physician where Ihe occupants are unable to apply
directly te their family physician or choose their family physician freely, one or more family
physicians may be obligated b provide on-site healtheare services. In such institutions family
physicians providing on-site healthcare services shall keep a register ofthe persons held in die
institutions. Institutions deelared as on—site healthcare zones are under the obligation to fulfilI
die minimum conditions for the healthcare services to be provided by family physicians. In
these places, net being less than three hours per month per 100 persons, on—site healtheare
services shall be given at least once per wcek for up te 750 registered persons and M least twice
per wcek for 750 und more registered pcrsons. This period shall be applicable twice more for
prisons and juvenile reformatories.”

In Antalya L-Type Closed Prison, two family physicians provided healthcare services
for a period oC four days and 28 hours per week, in Maltepe L-Type Ctosed Prison no. 3 two
family physicians provided healthcare services fora period offive days and 40 heurs per week
and in 1Mw S-Type Closed Prison, one family physician provided healthcare services for a
period cf five days and 32 hours per week.
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In Antalya L-Type Closed Prison, four health oflicers and two family physicians provide
services. Moreover. the psvchiatrist assigned to the said prison by the Ministry of Health visits
the establishment one day per week for exarninations. Two dentists also provide services.

In Van F-Type Iligh Security Closed Prison, following the CPT’s visit, two nurses were
appointed. One is currently in active service along with one computer operator and six custody
oflicers as assistants. 11e other nurse lias been ternporarily assigned in Erci Open Prison.

M the infirmary unit ofthe Van F-Type 1-ligh Security Closed Prison, a total of six staff
niembers provide services, namely one health officer, one nurse and four custody officers.

The number of officers who belongs ta the “heaitheare services” class, servin al
Antalya L-Type. Antalya S-Type. 1dir S-Type, Van F-Type High Security, Van High Security
and Maltepe L-Type Closed Prison no. 3 is shown on the following charts:

YEAR ESTAHLIS[IMENT NUMBER 0F OFFICERS INCREASE RATE
January 2021 4 -

Januan 2022 . 5 125Antalyn L-Type Closed Prison
January 2023 . 5 0
Janunry 2024 6 120

Janunry 2021 0 -

January 2022 . O O
January 2023

Antalya S-Type Closed Prison
I 100

January 2024 5 500

Van High Security Closed Prison
o

Jantiary 202 I
innuarv 2022
Jnnunrv 2023
Janunrv 2024

lgdir S-Type CIosed Prison

o
o

6

o
100
600

Januarv 2021
Januan’ 2022

100
100

ianuary2o2i 4 -

ianuarv 2022 Maltepe L-Type Cosed Prison 4 0
Januarv 2023 no. 3 4 0
Januan 2024 6 150

January 2023
January 2024

January 2021
ianunry 2022
Jnnuary 2023
January 2024

Van F-Type High Sccudty Closed
Prison

o
o

2

o
o

,

0
100
100

[Paragraph 1261

Upon their petitions requesting 10 visit the inlirmary, remand and convicted prisoners
are examined by the family physiciuns at the infirmaries. Medications are prescribed in cases
with a diagnosis. Medicine prescribed and medical material are procured on the same day from
pharmacies and medical companies. Doses and dosing intervals are told to the patients while
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handing them the drugs frce ofcharge. Medicine requiring red or green prescription, psychiatrie
and controlled drugs are given to die prisoner as daily doses and ingested in the presence of an
officer, without handing them the whole carton.

In cases where the referral ofthe patient to u higher heaitheare institution is needed, the
familv medicine unit sends the inmate to Ihe State or university hospital closest to the
establishment by patient transport veNdes and the necessary examination and lreatment actions
are taken by those hospitais.

In 2023, 3,115,834 examinations were carried out in prison infirmaries while die number
of prisoners referred b hospitals vas 1,050,879. In 2024. until the month of July, 2,218,558
examinations were made in infirmaries whereas 655,785 examinations of die inmates were
realized in hospitals.

in case ofhealth ernergencies affecting the inmates, the prison administration calls the
112 Emergency Service without delay and the arriving emergency staff performs die required
interventions and takes thc patient urgently to hospital. As a result of negotiations with the
Ministry of 1-lealth, Emergency Service stations have been established inside scven prison
campuses where u high number of emergency transfers were present. In prisons, a total of 60
ambulances ofvarious make and models are present.

IParagraph 1281

The number of staff members helonging to the class of “healthcarc services” from the
yeur 2021 is shown below:

Januan’ 2021 1.151
Januaiw2022 I 1.176
Januarv 2023 1.329
January 2024 1,333
August 2021 .467
Rate ofincrcasc 27.45%

(Paragraph 129j

Work is underway for the qualification of healthcarc workers serving in prisons. With a
view to providing effective first aid by early intervention in cases of sudden cardiac arrest in
prisons, Autornated External Defibrillators (AED) have been acquired for ail prisons. Training
is providcd for the healthcare staffas regards the usage ofdevice.

IParagraph 130]

Regarding this inatter, the necessary actions are carried out in aeeordance with the
Protocol Between the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Justice on die Provision of
I-lealthcare Services in Prisons, as well as with hie above-mentioned provisions of Article 6
(“provisions of mobile and on-site healthcare services”) of thc Regulation on the
lrnplementation of FamiLy Mcdicine.

IParagraph 1311

Diagnostic and treatment actions ofthe inmates held in Antalya S-Type Closed Prison
are carried out in aceordance with the Circular of 6 January 2020 by the Directorate General
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for Prisons and Detention Centers on the Access to liuman Rights Centered liealthcare and
Treatment Services in International Standards of Those ileld in Prisons, Transfers for
Treatment and Suspension of Sentence, particularly with die provisions in the section titled
“Examination in lnflrmaty”:

“Except for cases ofemergency, following provision ofwritten information about their
illness, remand and convicted prisoners is to be taken to 11w infirmary of the establishment
within a reasonabie time. Following the physician’s exarnination ut the infirmary, those whose
referral to a higher healthcare institution is deerned appropriate shah be communicated to the
prison administration and transfer to hospital shah be carricd out at the shortest timc possible,
having taken the necessary security measures.”

The protection ofthe health ofthe inmates held in 11w said establishment. carrying ont
the diagnosis and treatment. facilitating and protecting 11w right to acccss healthcare are among
the basic elements of modem sentence execution system. Ail the necessary measures are taken
to avoid any interruptions and breaches of rights in this respect. The inmates held in the
establishment are taken w the inflrmarv both on their request and as deemed necessary,
examinations are made. transfers are reahized and the mcdicine prescribed are obtained and
handed w the recipients.

During such incidents of use of force in the establishment, in flic event that battery or
violence occurs, die inmates are promptlv referred to hospitals. As a result of referrais to
hospitals. the medical reports obtained in respect ofthe inmates are added to their medical file.
No such situations exist where “staff members repeatedly ignore requests to visit die healthcare
service, in particular following instances of use of force by the staff.”.

[Paragraph 1321

For the protection of the physical and mental wehl-being of ail prisoners, the initial
examination for diagnosis and treatment services are given in the prison whercas those needing
further diagnosis. treatment and rehabilitation are taken to State hospitals. Those needing even
further healthcare services are referred to university hospitaLs. The results of aIL cxaminations
and treatment are recorded in the personal medical file ofthe inmate.

In cases where the treau ent of an inmate in die State and university hospitals Iocated
in flic province is not possible, he/she is sent to the provinces where more advanced hospitals
exist and are treated there.

Prisoners who suffer from mental disorders and sent back to prisons as their inpatient
treatment in psychiatric hospitals was not deemed necessary and according to the report, shall
serve their sentences in the special sections of prisons as indicated under Article 18 ofthe Law
no, 5275.

These reserved sections ofprisons are arranged distinctly from other sections ofprisons.
The treatment and observation ofsuch inrnates are made in prisons by the psyehiatrists assigned
by die Ministry ofHealth.

With a view to ensuring that inmates who are needed to be referred to outside hospitals,
as a speciahst consultation has been recommended by the prison’s family physician. may be
provided with a speciahist’s examination, including a psychiatrist, in cooperation with the
Provincial or District iIealth Directorates,
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IParagraph 1331

fIst Part/

Article 12 (titled “Psychosocial assistance service”). paraEraph one of the Regulation
on the Administration of Prisons and Execution of Sentences and Securitv Measures provides:

“Psychosocial assistance service is a service that examines and implernents protective
and rehabilitative programs concerning the mental and physical well-being of the staff and
prisoners. participates in the treatment process and provides psychological assistance and
intervenes where necessary. helps the personal development of prisoners b)’ identifying their
personal traits, living conditions and reasons for comniitting crimes. cnsures that they become
adapted in life in prison and harmonized with social life, takes the measures to prevent recurrent
crime by the person and endorsed by the highest authority of the establishment, makes
interviews by the families and social circles for this purpose”

The psychologisis and social workers serving in prisons carry oui their works and
actions in this context.

Morcover, in accordance with Article 55 § 5-e ofthe said Regulation, which stipulates
that “the initial information relating to the sentenced prisoner shall be taken by the psychosocial
assistance service officiaIs”, during the first interview with the sentenced inmate, the Research
Assessment Form (ARDEF) is applied. ARDEF is used in the identification of mental disorders
and the inmates can later talk to the psychologists or social workers working in the psychosocial
assistance service, upon their request or ex offieio. In the event that mental disorders are
suspected during the interviews, the examination of a physician is resorted to for diagnosis and
treatmcnL The case is followcd—up.

11e e-doctor application within the context ofthe project ACEP is aimed at;

— The improvement of healthcare services in prisons using technological
deve I opments,

- Reducing costs stemming from transfers to hospitals.
- Speeding up the inmates’ acccss to healthcare,
- Preventing complaints by inrnates concerning health.
- Minirnizing the security risks which might arise in hospitals and during transfers,

and ensuring public safety, as a result of reduccd transfers,
- Ensuring the inmates’ satisfaction ofhealthcare scrvices in prisons.

Thanks 10 the e-doctor application, inmates have gained access to the doctor and nurse
on a 24/7 basis. Therefore. now inmatcs can access healtheare services in a much easier way.
Their transfer to polyclinies incompatible with their illncsscs is prcvented and it is ensured that
follow-up examinations in the process are carned oui widout the need b be transferred in

hospital.

Cooperation has been made between the Ministry of Justice and the Ministry ofHealth
in the contcxt ofthis application and in the stage attained, the neeessary integrations have been
completed between the ACEP, UYAP (IT Directorate General) and the systems ofthe Ministry
ofHealth. Pilot application started on 28 December 2023 in Sincan Women’s Closed Prison. lb
is intended that the application be deve!oped in aceordance with the experience gathered in the
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piiot application and extended to ail establishments where the ACEP system is active. So far,

2,842 examinations have been carried out through the system.

E-doctor exarninations continue in Eskiehir L, Bakirkôy Women’s, Bolu T, Gerede L.
Sincan L-Type no. 1, 2, 3 and 4, Sincan Women’s Closed and Sincan Open Prisons.

The e-doctor svstem has been made ready in the establishments located in the lzmir
Prisons Campus and Menemen T-Type Closed Prison, pending the creation of an appointment
hst by the Ministry of IlealU. Trial calis have been made in Izmir T-Type Closed Prison no. I.
Work is underway to extend the system to ail establishments where the ACEP system is active.

Moreover, b)! the application of tele—medicine methods within the framework of the
project, wearable technologies vilI also be put in service to ensure that rernote examinations be
carried out more effectiveiy.

/211(1 PcirtJ

In cases where a diagnosis of an illness has been made, which requires in-patient
treatrnent, the inrnate is transferred b the hospitai and piaced in a prisoner ward for treatment.
In hospitals without a prisoner ward, a temporary prisoner ward is formed and the treatment of
the patient continues without interruption. In 2020, the total in—patient capacity oC prisoner
wards vas 936. As a resait ofcoordinated works carried out by the Ministry ofllealth. capacity
has risen to 1.488 beds. With the addition of432 beds in the prisoner wards under construction.
the total capacity vi11 reach to 1,920 beds. Beside the prisoner wards completed over the last
year, existing ‘yards have been modemized.

In the event of a flnding that the remand or sentenced prisoner suffers froin a
psychological or mental disorder, in case iL is considered neeessary by the family physician that
the person be referred to the higher level psychiatrie hospital, transfer actions are initiated. As
a resuit of the examination in hospitai, those who were decided to remain as in—patient continue
their treatment in the prisoner wards ofpsyehiatric hospitals or the modem Judicial Psychiatric
Hospitals for Prisoners (“T[IAP”), put in service within city hospitals.

In this context, in-patient treatment services are provided in the prisoner wards of
Manisa (17 beds), Samsun (5 beds), Adana (30 beds), tstanbul-Erenkdy (3 beds). and Istanbul
Bakirkôy (50 beds) Mental and Neurological Diseases Hospitals. ail modernized and with
increased capacities.

THAP services in the eity hospitais of Elazig (50 beds). Ankara-Bilkent (20 beds).
Kayseri (28 beds), and Izmir (16 beds) have also begun their services and patient admission.
The THAP services of Kocaeli (20 beds) and Gaziantep (10 beds) will become operational once
the city hospitals are completed.

[Paragraph 1341

Remand and sentenced inmates who, as a result of the examination carried out by family
physician or the assessment made by the 112 Emergency Service, have been transferred to o
Mental and Neurological Diseases Hospital and following an examination by the psyehiatrist.
and for whom the decision to provide in-patient care are placed in prisoner wards or Ti-1AP
services. in case there is no space in the prisoner ward, a suitable temporary prisoner ward is
formed in the in-patient section ofthe hospitai, in which the prisoner is placed.
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Prisoners who have received in—patient treatment in psychiatrie hospitals and ready for
discharge are brought to prison as deemed sultaNe and the recommended treatment, if any, is
followed-up in the establishment.

fle following provisions are contained in Article 18 (“Execution of prison sentences of
prisoners who suffer from mental disorders other than insanity”) of tEe LESSM:

‘(1) The prison sentences, irnposed to those who suffer from mental disordcrs other than
insanity due to imprisonment or other reasons but whom it is not considered nccessary to keep
in a psychiatrie hospital and who are sent back to their establishments, shah be executed in
special parts ofthe designated prisons.

(2) The speciahists and other medical officers needed by the prison designated for the
execution of the prison sentences of those who are rnentioned in the first paragraph shahl be
provided by die Ministty ofliealth.”

Such prisoners in respect ofwhom a health board report has been issued under Article
18 ofthe LESSM. are accommodated in the reserved sections ofdesignated prisons.

These rescrved sections of prisons are arranged distincthy from other sections ofprisons.
In Istanbul Metris R-type. Manisa E-Type, Samsun T-Type, Elazig E-Type, Adana E-Type,
Ankara Sincan L-Type no. 2, Kayseri T-Type no. 2 and Bakirkôy Women’s Closed Prisons, the
treatrnent and observation of such inmates are continued in the reseiwed sections of the
establishments. In line with the legal provisions, psychiatrists have bccn assigned by the
Mïnistry of Health in these prisons for thcir treatment.

Works on the Mental Rehabihitation have been initiated for the establishment of
Rehabihitation-type Prisons with a special physical design. where living conditions have been
reorganized. heaitheare staff speciahizing in psychiatry is aiways present, ail staff members
assigned are trained on approach to psychiatrie patients, where physical areas have been created
to allow for events and activities for rehabilitation and relevant staff members have appointed,
and where special arrangements have been made on accommodation, rewards. penalties, visits,
etc. Prisoners who suffer from mental disorders and sent back to prisons as their inpatient
treatment in psychiatrie hospitals vas not deemed neccssarv and according b the medical board
report. shall serve their sentences in these special sections under Article 18 ofthe Law no. 5275.

In the context ofthe Mental Rehabilitation Project. on 26-27 October 2023. a workshop
on the project vas organized in Ankara by thc Depurtment ofl lealth attached to the Directorate
General for Prisons and Detention Centers.

The workshop was aimed at the improvement of the treatment and rehabilitation
processes and living conditions of prisoners within the scope of Article 18 ofthe LESSM and
other inrnates suffering from psychiatric ilinesses. Through arrangements in the physical
conditions of prisons with a special section as per Article 18 ofthe LESSM and health practices,
it is intended that effective and on-site healthcare services are provided. that prisoners are able
to receive heahthcare services from psychiatrists and assisting healthcare staff within the prison
without having to be transferred to outside hospitals, that the rchabilitation process in respect
of inmates with psychia tric illnesses is improved, and that these prisoners have access to the
necessary treatment before being released to the public in a healthier condition and that the
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main topics ofthe work to be carried out and the outline ofthe rond map in this respect is to be
determined.

With a view to ensuring that prisoners with mental disorders, from their admission to
release, effectively benefit from treatment and rehabilitation services, it is ofutmost importance
thal those who suffer from mental disorders and have been sent back to prisons as their inpatient
treatment in psychiatrie hospitals was not deemed necessary and according to Ihe medical board
report, shah serve their sentences in ihese special sections under Article 18 ofthe Law no. 5275,
continue W serve their sentences in conditions compatible with human dignity, in suitable living
conditions and without breaches of rights and without interruption to their treatment process,
that these prisoners are rehabilitated so as not to pose risks to themselves or the society and not
be invoived in more crimes.

L Pu ragraph 135!

Judicial Psychiatrie Hospitals for Prisoners (“THAP”) are establishments affiliated with
the Ministry of Health. where remand and convicted inmates held in closed prison
establishments are placed for treatment and sent back to their prison establishments after
treatrnent. lnmates;

- who have been required b>’ courts ofjustice (Art. 432 ofthe Civil Code) to get
treatrnent,

- who have been remanded in custody (Art. 74 of the CCP) for the issuing of a
report by the medical board as regards the ability to comprehend the legal
meaning of the crime eommitted and to eontrol behavior (Art, 32 § 1 and 2 of
the Criminal Code) and;

- who have been taken in protective treatment under Article 57 of the Crirninal
Code are taken to Tl-IAPs to receive treatment.

Health and security services in THAPs are carried out jointly by the Ministries of
Interior, Justice and ilealth. The material conditions and security measures THAPs must
possess have been specified in the protocol signed on 26 January 2017 between the Ministries
ofJustice. Health and the Interior. Accordingly;

- Remand and sentenced prisoners held in closed prison establishments and
ref’erred by the appointment system from the closest provinces are taken to
THAPs.

- fle inmates who have been subjected to a physical and psychiatric exarnination
by the physician at the THAP. assessed on the basis ofthe file and decided to be
treated are admhted for inpatient treatment. Those who have not been decided
to be admitted for inpatient treatment are sent back to their prison along with
recommendations for treatment.

- Inmates to be taken to TFIAPs as inpatient shall go through ail physical and
medical examinations (doctor’s exarnination. blood and urine samples. EKG. PA
AC graphies etc., and interview with the psychologist or soeiohogist). following
which they shall be admitted after an assessment based on Articles 21 and 9-10
and li ofthe LESSM. Works are underway to raise the number ofTHAPs and
their capacities.
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Furthermore. through the assignment of a psychiatrist on certain days of Ge wcek at
medical facilities in the nature of hospitals in the prison campuses of Ankara. Istanbul and
Izmir, assistance vill be offered to prisoners with addiction problems. For this particular
service. the Ankara Prisons Campus Hospital. Istanbul Marmara Prison Hospital and Izmir
Aliaa Prisons Campus Hospital have been designated. Psychiatrie assistance is also offered to
inrnates with substance addiction, who apply to the psychiatric clinic of Prison Campus
hospitals. Regular Ireatment and checks are continued for inmates with such previous
conditions. Newly-admitted scntenced prisoners with addiction are also included in the
rehabil itation program.

Medical records relating to die examinations carried out are stored in the 1-lospital
Information Management System on the same day. Recommendations pertaining to the
infirmary or psychosocial service of the prison are sent and communicated to prisons in
response to their letters for referral to hospitals.

It is of importance for the prisoncrs’ pcrsonal development and for ensuring that they
become integrated to the society, that they are offered education’training, healthcare.
psychosocial services and vocational training and tasks for integration into social lift. Such
legal provisions are contained in our legislation.

The planning, implementation, monitoring and assessment work for the rehabilitation
of prisoners by the psychoiogists and social workers serving in the psychosocial assistance
services of prisons are carried out within the framework ofprofessional knowledge and Field of
ex perti se.

In this contcxt, individual interviews, group intervention works, individual intervention
programs. farnily interviews. programs for the staff. seminars and social—cultural activities are
organized.

With a view to ensuring that ail prisoners are evaluated under die risk—need-responsivity
model from their admission to release. that placement in rooms is made accordinglv, life in the
establishment is planned and psychiatrie services inciude standard practices based on effective
evidence, Hie Structured Mental Evaluation and Intervention Program (YARDM) has been
developed by die Directorate General for Prisons and Detention Centers. Trainings have been
organized for aIl psychologists and social workers serving in prisons based on the Manuai for
Individual intervention to Mental Problems, developed in the context ofthe YARDM program.
Information lias been provided to sueh staff on 26 most frequent mental and behavioral
problems and relevant individual intervention program.

During the period from admission to the establishment to release, the programs
determined by the Ministry ofJustice, namely Anger Control, Tobacco. Alcohol and Substance
Addiction. Prisoner Developrnent Prior to Release. Think First, Special Custody and Oversight.
and Awareness-Raising Programs on Protecting Self-Harm are carried out by the psychosocial
assistance service using various professional methods for the solution of psychological and
social problems.

Moreover, the Projeet for the Development of Assessment, Profiling Tools and
Rehabilitation Programs (DEPAR), funded by the European Union and where the beneficiary
k the Directorate General for Prisons and Detention Centers, is aimed at individualizing
execution and rehabilitation processes for sentenced prisoners and classification of them
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according to crime motives, as a resuit of which the Fast Assessment Tool has been developed
and 15 diffcrent intervention programs are applied in une with the needs found,

(Paragraph 1361

With u view to providing effective first aid by early intervention in cases of sudden
cardiac arrest in prisons, Automatcd External Delibrillators (AED) have been acquired for ail
prisons. Training is provided for the healthcare staffas regards the usage of the device.

Moreover, h was found that an AED device existed in Van F-Type High Security Prison
during the visit organized on 17 July 2024 in flic context of the project “S1ZDE”.

IParagraph 137]

Taking into consideration recommendations by the CPT delegation, a project lias been
developed to facilitale visits to flic infrmaries in ail F-type high security prisons. The aim is to
set u standard through implementation in aIl F—type establishments.

No actions could be taken as regards the project developed and submitted in 2023 by
the Van F-Type High Security Closed Prison since it was found that the project vas
incompatible with flic static structure of the building. h is intended that the project referred to
in the previous paragrapb above, on wbich work and researcb is underway. be completed in a
short period of time and therefore this disadvantage affecting the inmates is planned to be
eliminated.

Paragraph 138J

fis! PartJ

The foliowing facts have been revealed following the inquily as regards the said prisoner
in lgdir S-Type Closed Prison:

The protection of prisoners’ health, carrying om their diagnosis and treatment and the
protection and facilitating ofthe right to access 10 healthcare are arnong the basic principles o!’
modem sentence execution .A Il the neeessary mensures are taken and utmost efforts are
dispiayed to avoid any interruptions and breaches of rights on this matter. As regards the state
ofheaith offfie said prisoner, he received treatment both at the infirmary of the establishment
and in State hospitals.

According to sentence execution laws, remand and convicted prisoners are firstiy
referred to provincial hospitals, the relevant sections of hospitals in other provinces if no
treatment options are available ut the provincial level, or finaliy to university hospitals. The
question ofby which specialist the patient prisoner will receive examination and treatment shail
be decided by the prison’s physician who examine flic inmate, or, in the absence o!’ a physician
at the establishment, by the physician in the family medicine center or hospital. The prison
administration has no powers at this stage.

The inmate ivas taken w the lnfcctious Diseuses Department of IMir State 1-Iospitai and
during bis examination. the remark that “bis e-nabiz system nceds w be activatcd” xvas made.

On 7 August 2023, the inmate was taken once again to the Infectious Diseuses
Department of 1dir Stute Ilospital. During his examination, the foliowing remarks were added:
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“E-nabiz system lias not been activated. The system must be marked as visible ta ail

doctors or the patient sbouid be taken to the center lie was previausiy treated. Since the previous
ilinesses afthe patient cannot be seen, it wouid net be apprapriate far us to refer the patient ta

anather center.”

On 4 September 2023, the inmate was token once again to the Infectiaus Diseases

Department of ldr State I Iospital. During bis examination. the remark “HCV RNA: Positive.
RefelTed to Van Regional Training and Research Haspitai” ;vas made and lie vas refered ta
Van Regional Training and Resenrch Hospital.

On 8 September 2023, the inmate vas taken ta the Infectious Diseases Department of
Van Regional Training and Research Hospital. During bis examinatian, the remark “Patient
with a chronic virai I-1CV diagnosis. Previously cantracted HCV, got infected again.
Recommended that lie visits again 20 days later wilh biaad test resuits” vas made.

On 14 September 2023, the inmate vas taken ta the Infectious Diseases Department of
Tgdir State Ilaspitai. Foilowing bis examination, lie was referred ta the Infectiaus Diseases
Department ofVan YflzUncfl Yii University Training and Research Haspitai.

On 22 September 2023, the inmate was taken ta the Infectiaus Diseases Department of

Van Yflzflncù Yii University Training and Research 1-laspitai. During bis exarninatian, the
remark “USG requested for cirrhasis identification. Routine requested. If cirrhasis is nat
present, treatment wilI be planned. Fallaw-up witb USG resuits” was made.

On 9 October 2023, the inrnatc was taken ta the Infectiaus Diseases Department aflgdir
State Haspital. Foilowing bis examinatian. lie was reFerred ta die intèctiaus Diseases
Department af Van YUzUncU Yii University Training and Rescarch riaspirni.

On 16 Octaber 2023. the inmate vas taken ta flic Infectiaus Diseases Department af
Van YUzûncii Yil University Training and Rescarch 1-laspital. During bis examinatian, die

remark “Patient with a chronic hepatitis-c diagnasis. I-las a histary af Maviret use. Is of
genatype 3 and Maviret is prescribed. Befare exaniinatian hernagram. biachemistry [NR wili

be cbecked and braught bock. Fallaw-up one manth later” xvas made and he was prescribed
Maviret 100/40 mg.

On 2 Navembcr 2023 an afficiai ietter vas sent ta Bakirkôy/Mctris T-Type Ciased

Prison na. 2, by which the prescribed medicines were asked far.

On 7 Navember 2023, the inmate was taken ta die Infectiaus Diseases Department af

lgdir State Haspital. Bioad tests were requested and resuits were received,

On 16 Navember 2023, the inmate vas taken to the infectiaus Diseases Department af
Van Yûztincu Yii University Training and Research Haspital. During his exarninatian, the

remark “Aithaugb treatment started •far hepatitis—c far flic patient, lie vas unable ta take
medicine as h bas nat arrived. Faliaw-up tests were requested. \Viili came back far foiiaw-up
ane manth iater” vas made.

On 6 Decernbcr 2023, the medicine “Maviret 100/40 mg” vas received fram
Bakirkôy/Ïvletris T-Type Closed Prisan na. 2 and given ta the prisaner under contrai.

The prisaner vas scheduied for 24 January 2024 ta visit the Van Regianai Training and

Research Haspital and Van Yûzûncfl Yii University Training and Research Haspital. I lawever.
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transfers were canceled by the gendarmerie due to bad weather conditions and postponed to a
later date.

On 8 February 2024, the inmate vas taken to Ihe Infectious Diseases Department ofVan
YUzUncU Yii University Training and Research Hospilal. During bis examination, the remark
“Chronic hepatitis-c prescribed. Tests requested. Invited to foliow-up one rnonth inter” xvas
made and medicines were prescribed.

On 9 February 2024 an officiai letter xvas sent to Baktrkôy/Metris T-Type Closed Prison
no. 2, by which the prescribed medicines were asked for.

On 20 February 2024. the medicine “Maviret 100/40 mg” xvas received from
Bakirk5y/Metris T-Type Closed Prison no. 2 and given to the prisoner under control.

On 1 Match 2024, the inmate was taken w the Infectious Diseases Departrnent of Igdir
State liospitai. Following his exarnination, he wns referred to the Infectious Diseases
Department of Van YUzUncU Yii University Training and Research Hospitai.

On 8 March 2024, the inmate xvas taken to the Infectious Diseases Departrnent of Van
YtizUncU Yil University Training and Research 1-Iospital. During lus examination, the rernark
“Maviret user due to chronic hepatitis-c control hepatitis [1CV RNA: Negative ieft side pain,
recommend urinary USG and corne back widh USG resuits three months later for foiiow-up”
xvas made.

On 26 April 2024, during bis exarnination in the Uroiogy Department of lgdir State
1-lospital, Urinary USG vas requested and an appointment was made on 3 May 2024.

The inrnate expressed in a petition his wish not to go to bis appointment on 3 May 2024
for Urinary USG at 1dir State Hospitai.

On 28 May 2024, during his exarnination in the Urology Departrnent of lgdir State
Hospital, Urinary USG vas requested and an appointment was made on 3 June 2024.

On 3 June 2024, the Urinary USG imaging xvus made.

On 14 June 2024, the inmate xvas taken to the Tnfectious Diseases Deparirnent ofIdir
State Hospitai. Foilowing his examination, he vas referred to the Infectious Diseases
Department of Van Yûzûncfl YiI University Training and Research Hospital.

On 5 Juiy 2024, the inmate vas taken to the lnfectious Diseases Department of Van
YLizUncU Yti University Training and Research 1-Iospitai. During bis examination, the remark
“Patient with a chronic hepatitis-c diagnosis. Compiaining of left fiank pain. Outer centrai USG
normai. Referrai to uroiogy recornrnended. 1-1CV RNA requested. FoHow-up one month later
with resuits” was made.

On 31 July 2024, the inmate xvas taken to the lnfectious Diseases Depariment of Igdir
State Hospitai. During bis exaniination. the rernark “Tests dated 5 Juiy 2024 ofthe patient on
KHC diagnosis were evaiuated. KCFT, INR, PLT. AFP tests are normal. Two weeks inter
HCV—RNA resuhs xviii be checked upon polyciinic appointmern. if resuits unreachabie, wili be
referred to Van YLiztinc(i Yii 1-Iospitai” ‘vas made.

On 20 August 2024, during die exarnination al the Uroiogy Department of lgdir State
Hospitai, urine sample xvas requested and the resuits oC the test were awaited.
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On 22 August 2024, during the examination at the Infeetious Diseases Department of

Jgdir State 1-Iospitai, the remark “According ta e-nabiz records J-1CV RNA: Negative.
Recommend foilow-up every six months, referring to third degree hospital flot necessary” was
made.

It lias been observed that the inmate was examined reguiarly, his transfers to hospitals
vere regularly organized. lie vas taken to the inflrmary ofthe establishment and the necessary
medications were prescribed. The prisoner’s general state ofheaith is good.

Moreover. as with ail prisoners held in our establishments, ail necessary diagnosis and
treatment were made in respect of the inmate with care. Ail remand and convicted prisoners
held in prisons are able to use the same heaith rights and services enjoyed also by those not
deprived oftheir liberty, and with priority. Therefore, the actions carried out were in une with
ihe laws and procedure, and ihe healthcare records did not suggest any negligence.

[211(1 PartI

As previously stated above, medicine prescribed and medical material are procurcd on
the sanie day from pharmacies and medical conipanies, checked by the healthcare staff and
delivered to the establishment. Doses and dosing intervals are told to the patients while handing
them the drugs by signature and free of charge. Medicine requiring red or green prescription,
psychiatric and controlled drugs are given ta flue prisoner as daily doses and ingested in the
presence of an officer, without handing them flue whole carton.

Ail medicine obtained from pharmacies to prisoners are monilored over the Prisons
Medicine Monitoring System (CETAS). Through CETAS. ail medicine prescribed for flue
prisoncrs. along with their dosing and expiry dates can be vicwed on the scrcens of the
heaitheare staff in charge.

IParagraph 139j

\Vhenever prisoners submit petitions to visit the infirman’. the family physician carnes
out the examination in une with the queue ofpatienis and prescribes medicine in the event ofa
medical diagnosis. Medicine prescribed and medical material are procured on the sanie day
from phamiacies and medical companies. Doses and dosing intervals are told ta the patients
while handing them the drugs frce of charge. Medicine requiring rcd or grecn prescription,
psychiatrie and controlled drugs are given to the prisoner as daily doses and ingested in the
presence of an officer, without handing them the whoie canton. In cases where the refenral of
thc patient ta a higher healthcare institution is needed, the family medicine unit sends the inmate
to the State or university hospital closest to the establishment by patient transport vehicles and
the necessary examination and treatment actions are taken by those hospitals.

In case of health emergencies affecting thc inmates, the prison administration caHs flic
112 Ernergency Service without dclay and the arriving emergcncy staff pcrforms the required
interventions and takes the patient urgently ta hospital. As a resuit of ncgotiations with the
Ministry of 1-leaith. Emergency Service stations have been established inside seven prison
campuses where a high number of ernergency transfers were present. In prisons, a total of 60
ambulances ofvarious make and models are present.

A detailed explanation has been provided in paragraph 133 on the e-docton application
contained within the ACEP project.
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jParagraph 140j

Prior b their admission to prisons, remand and concicted prisoners are referred by mw
enforcement officers to hospitals afliliated to the Ministry of Health, where they obtain battery
and violence reports. The examination by the doctor is delinite and cannot be interfered with.

l-lealthcare services in prisons begin with the first admission examination carried om by
the family physician. In case the remand or sentenced prisoner has been brought to the
establishment within working hours, first examination shaH be done by the family physician or
the physician ofthe establishment. In case the prisoner is brought when the family physician or
the physician of the establishment is not present (outside working hours or holiday), the
“Prisoner First Admission Observation Form” is lilled by the staff of tEe admission unit for the
identification of the prisoners’ general state ofhealth until their first admission examination is
made by the doctor. These prisoners are placed in a temporary room and the first admission
examination is donc as soon as possible (max. three days). During the first admission
examination, an assessment on chronic and transmissible diseases is made and the medical file
ofthe person is generated by investigating Gie prisoner’s biography relating to the state ofhealth
before he/she vas admitted to prison.

In Ihe event that, during the First admission examination of prisoners, findings are made
that a transmissible disease or signs ofbattery or violence is present. the person is immediately
taken to hospital after taking ail necessary measures.

The presence ofany disability is also identified during the first admission examination
of prisoners. If present. the disability state is recorded to the medical file and the necessarv
health assistance suitable to his/her situation is provided.

In case no reports or prescriptions exist on the prisoners regarding the use ofmedications
they brought with them, until existing reports are presented or n new prescription has been
issued, a list of such medications shall be made and until they are checked by the physician,
daily doses are given to prisoners upon their statement and request.

As regards the admission of ail kinds of medical devices, prosthesis, medical material,
tools or items brought by the prisoner, the procedure under the provisions of the “Regulation
on the Items and Substances That Can Be Kept in Prisons” is followed.

With a view to ensuring that transmissible diseases are diagnosed early and transmission
between the inmates is prevented, liepatitis BIC ami HIV screenings for newlv arrived or the
remaining prisoners are carried out on a voluntan’ basis. Vaccination programs are made in
accordance with the Extended Immunization Program ofthe Ministry of Health for protection
against transmissible diseases and against their transmission in prisons.

Moreover, in Antaiva L-Type Closed Prison. every year regular screenings of the
prisoners for tuberculosis is made in coordination with the anti-tuberculosis dispensary through
the screening vehicle which visits the establishments, As of 14 October 2021, foHowing the
lifting ofthe measures for the COVID-19 pandemic, such screenings are now made in the said
institution, in cooperation with the provincial health directorates.

Under the coordination ofprovincial health directorates, monthly seminars on cleaning
and hygiene are organized in the establishments for prisoners.
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In case transmissible diseases are identified among the prisoners, the prison
administration takes the necessary measures against vectors of disease, sueh as disinfection,
washing ofclothes and the provision of kwedella lotion and shampoo to the inmates.

Insecticide applications are performed by a private company once every 15 days against
pests including flues, mosquitoes, rodents, cockroaches, fleas and other bugs and thus
prccautions are taken iii advance against the diseases that might arise.

In coordination with provincial and district health directorates, the latest screening
against cancer was done on 14 March 2022 for 67 female prisoners through the vehicle for
screening. Moreover, blood, I-IPV, stool, height and weight, blood pressure and glucose tests
arc carried out regularly by the farnily medicine units twice per week and followed up.

IParagraph 1421

With a view to ensuring the effective implementatïon of the “Human Rights Action Plan
of Turkiye” pubiished on 2 March 2021, and that the monitoring, reporting and evaluation
process be carried out in cooperation, with the participation ofall institutions and support, under
the Goal 6.2, titled “Ensuring the Effective Conduct of Investigations”, the Activity 6.2.d lias
been deterrnined, which reads: “Forensic medicine experts and doctors will be offered trainings
in order to ensure compliance with the Istanbul Protocol and international standards in
forcnsic/judicial medical examination and reporting procedures”. In accordance with the said
Activity, starting with doctors affiliated to the Ministry ofHealth, trainings on Istanbul Protocol
lias begun for ail doctors ofrnedicine. The process is ongoing with trainings, where physicians
in prisons and doctors issuing forensic medicine reports are prioritized.

Moreover, healthcare services are provided by faniily physicians in prison
establishments in accordance with the Family Mcdicine Law (no. 5258), regulations put in force
based on this Law and the protocols signed between the Ministries of Justice and Health. In
prison establishments with an inmate population ofover 1,000, heaithcare services are provided
through the establishment of family medicine units within prison campuses. In these
establishments, physicians are present on a basis of 40 hours per week. In establishments with
an inmate population ofunder 1,000, faniily physicians provide services on-site by visiting the
establishment in intervals and periods determined proportionate to the inmate population. In
prison establishments having a family medicine unit, healthcare services are provided in an
effective manner by one family physician and one family medicine staff member.

Moreover, as regards the reeommendation that screening be made upon the admission
of new inmates, such planning is reahzed in cooperation with the Ministry of Justice and the
Ministry offleaith.

jParagraph 143]

Medical confldentiality is laid down in Article 21 ofthe Regulation on Patient Rights,
promulgated on I August 1998. The relevant provisions are as follows:

“Respect for Confidentiality

Article 21. It is essential that the patient’s privacy is respected. The patient can also
explicitly request that his privacy is respected. AIl kinds of medical intervention shah be
performed with respect to medical con[identiahty.
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Respect for medical confidentiality and the right to request thereof requires flint;

a) Medical evaluations regarding the pauent’s state of health be caried out in
confidenti al ity.

b) The medical examination, diagnosis. treatment and other actions requiring direct
contact with die patient are carried out within a setting of reasonable confidentialitv.

c) hie presence of a relative alongside the patient be allowcd. save for medical
obstacles,

d) Persons unrelated to the treatment are not present during medical interventions,

e) In case it is flot required by the nature ofthe illness, the patient’s personal and family
life are not interfered with,

t) The source ofhealth expenses remains confidential.

Death does not grant the right to breach confidentiality.

In niedical institutions where training is provided, in case persons not directly related to
the treatment 0f die patient need b be present during the medical intervention, the patient’s
consent shah be expressly sought in advance or during the treatment.”

IParagraph 1451

tiser credentials for die Public Health Management System (IISYS) and Vaccination
Program by die Ministry of Health have been granted for prisons and the software for the
applications Life Fits Into Home (FIES). Contact Tracing System (FITAS) as well as Central
Doctor Appointment System (MHRS) for irneking the appointments, have been integrated wilh
the UYAP System. Works are underway for the integration ofthe Health Statisties and Causal
Analyses (SINA) for its use in health statistics for prisoners. The Medical Examination
Information System (MBYS) has started to be used by family physicians in prisons. Moreover.
in accordance with the Protocol on Access, Sharing and Usage of Data, technical works are
ongoing for data access through the e-nabiz system.

IParagraph 146]

fis! Parti

The following facts have been revealed following an inquiry regarding the sentenced
prisoner in lgdir S-Type Closed Prison:

The prisoner vas admitted to the establishment on 7 March 2023. 1 le vas taken 25 times
to the inflrmary until 9 October 2023 and had no complaints until that date regarding the opioid
agonist therapy lie had. During the examination die inmate had on 9 October 2023, upon his
request, his referral to die psvchiatric departrnent vas decided. On 16 Oetober 2023, lie vas
taken to the Psychiatry Department of Igdir State Hospital, where the remark “Planned referral
to AMATEM on [the patient’s] request” vas made.

On 17 November 2023, the inmate vas taken to the Department ofAMATEM (Alcohol
and Substance Addiction Treatment Center) at the Van Training and Research Hospital. During
die examination, die following remark vas recorded: “The opioid value came out positive. lt is
suspected flint lie might still be continuing substance abuse and it is recommended that die
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patient be reevaluated one week later and get symptomatic therapy in the meantime”. Fie was
prescribed medicine, which were given under control.

The last time the prisoner was taken to the Department ofAMATEM at flic Van Training
and Researeh liospital was on 29 August 2024, during which a report for medications was
issued, the medications were prescribed and handed to the inrnate under control.

The inmate’s regular examinations and referrals to hospital were made. lUs general state
ofhealth is good and lus treatrnent lias been followed with care by the establishment lie is held.

Moreover, under the heading “Mental Problems” of the program YARDM, the
individual intervention programs of “Alcohol and substance addiction” and “Cigarette
(tobacco) addiction” as well as the group intervention program “Tobacco, Alcohol and
Substance Addietion Program (SAMBA)” are applied.

Furthermore, work is in progress for the opening of rehabilitation type prisons for
prisoners with addiction problems.

f2nd Parti

Furthermore, through the assignment of a psychiatrist on certain days of the week at
medical facilities in die nature of hospitals in the prison campuses of Ankara, Istanbul and
Izniir, assistance will be offered to prisoners with addiction problems. For this particular
service, the Ankara Prisons Campus Flospital, Istanbul Marmara Prison Hospital and Ïzmir
Aliaga Prisons Campus Flospital have been designated. Psychiatric assistance is also offered to
inmates with substance addiction, who apply to the psychiatric clinic of Prison Campus
hospitals. Regular treatment and checks are continued for inmates with such previous
conditions. Newly-admitted sentenced prisoners with addietion are also included in the
rehabilitation program.

Medical records relating to the examinations carried out are stored in the Hospital
Information Management System on the sanie day. Recommendations pertaining to the
infirmary or psychosocial service of the prison are sent and communicated to prisons in
response to their letters for referral to hospitals.

jParagraph 1471

With a view to making an early diagnosis of transmissible diseases and preventing their
spread among prisoners, voiuntary ilepatitis BIC and 1-11V tests are donc for newly-admitted
prisoners as well as those serving their penalty.

In prisons, vaccination programs are made in aceordanec with the Extended
Immunization Program of the Ministry of Health for protection against transmissible diseases
and against their transmission in prisons. Ensuring the necessary cooperation with provincial
health directorates, training is provided for the prisoners and staff on protection against
transmissible diseases and the importance of preventing transmission.

As regards training on hygiene, in accordance with the instructions conveyed in Article
A § 2, titled “1-lygiene, Fighting Vectors, Medical Waste and Use ofTobaceo Produets” ofthe
Circular no. 172 of 6 January 2020, which reads: “provincial/district education directorates and
prison staff shall provide hygiene training for ail prisoners, pursuant to the ‘Regulation on
Hygiene Training’, promulgated on 5 July 2013”, aIl necessary measures are taken.
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Within the frarnework of the Regulation on Hvgiene Training, hygiene trainings are
planned in prisons, education is given and the procedure and principles are deterrnined on
transmissible and skin diseases preveiuing work and how to identify that the person has
recovered from these diseases.

The following facts have been revealed as a resuit ofihe inquiry carried out as regards
the allegation that prisoners with HIV are being segregaied in Antalya S-Type Closed Prison:

The sentenced prisoner in question is among the dangerous prisoners as per Article 9 §
3 ofthe LESSM. Taking into account both bis situation as having a transmissible disease and
the provision cited above, he is being held in a single room. Recently on 12 August 2024, the
prisoner took a staff member hostage for over an hour and cornpromised the order and security
of the establishment. Following this incident, lie was transferred w Van High Security Closed
Prison and has been serving his term there ever since.

Paragraph 148J

Article 50 (“Use of Constraining Devices”) ofthe LESSM reads:

“(1) In no case shaH chaining or ironing be implernented as a measure.

Handcuffs and other body restraints may be used:

a) To prevent escape during referral or transfer, on condition that they are rernoved when
the convict is brought before the competent authority;

b) For medical reasons, under the doctor’s guidance and supervision; or

e) By order of the highest authority of die institution, where other methods of control
fail, in order to prevent the convict from injuring hirnself or others or causing damage to
property.

(2) The provision of item (a) in the flrst paragraph shall not apply to minor convicts.”

bis laid dowii in Article 123 of the Regulation on the Administration of Prisons and
Execution of Sentences and Security Measures that:

“O) In no case shall chaining or ironing be implemented as a measure. Handcuffs and
other body restraints may be used:

a) With the exception of minor prisoners, to prevent escape during referral or transfer,
on condition that they are removed when the convict is brought before the competent authority,

b) During the exarnination, diagnosis and treatment b be performed on the convici ut
the infirman’ of the establishment or medical institution, ut the request and supervision of the
prison doctor or phvsician if it is deemed necessary for 11w safe conduct of the exarnination,
diagnosis and treatrnent procedures,

e) In die event that other methods would be insufficient, in order to prevent the convict
from injuring himselfor others or causing damage to property, by order of the highest authority
of the institution.”

The following provisions are contained in Article 35 (“Protection of Remand and
Convicted Prisoners in I-iealthcare Institutions”) of the same Regulation:
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“(I) Among remand and sentenced prisoners, those who get iII shah, as a principle,
receive treatment in their infirmaries. The protection of those who have been sent to other
healthcare institutions in compelhing circumstances shah be made by the gendarmerie.

(2) In healthcare institutions, fie opinions ofthe gendarmerie shah be taken in advanee
as regards special spaces where prisoners may be kept, these places shah be prepared and be
always ready for service and weB maintained. Prisoners transferred to heahthcare institutions
shahh be placed in these spaces, by taking the measures in aceordance with the principles
envisaged in laws and be protected by the gendarmerie.”

Moreover, the following provisions are laid down in Article 38 ofthe Protocol between
the Ministries of Justice. Interior and Heahth on the Administration, External Protection,
Referral and Transfers ofPrisoners and the Implementation ofl-leahthcare Services:

LArticIe 38. (1) Secure examination rooms with restraints against escape shahh be
established in hospilals where prisons are also located.

(2) The examination of remand and convicted inmates in hospitals shah be carried out
in secure rooms having restraints against escape. The gendarme officer shaH remain outside the
room and take die necessary security measures. [n case the doctor requests so in writing, die
gendarme officer, and in die event of a femahe prisoner. a female custodv officer. where
possible, shah remain in the examination room.

(3) However, any request contrary to the Iaw by remand and convicted inmates during
fie examinadon shahh immediatchy be communicated by the healthcare staffto the gendarmerie
patrol command officer.

(4) Until the cornphetion of secure examination rooms in hospitals for remand and
convicted inmates, die gendarme officer remains inside the examination room and takes
preventive measures in a distance where the conversation between the doctor and the patient
cannot be heard. In the event of a female inmate. where possible. female gendarme officers
shahh be assigned in the examination room or place for diagnosis. In case a female gendarme
officer does not exist or their number is insufficient. a female prison guard shall maintain
security.

(5) In case the security ofihe examination room or place for diagnosis is maintained by
a female prison guard, the gendarmerie shalh take the necessarv measures against eseape at the
exits of the examination room or place for diagnosis”

Finalhy, Article 155 ofthe By-Law provides:

“(I) Under no circumstances can chains or fetters be used as a measure. Handcuffs and
other body restraints may be used:

a) Save for nunor sentenced inmates, to prevent escape during referral or transfer. on
condition that they are removed when the convict is brought before the competent authority;

b) During the examination, diagnosis or treatment ofthe convict in the infirmary ofthe
establishment or mcdicah institution, in case it is deemed necessary for the safe conduct ofsuch
actions, upon the request and under the supervision ofthe physician ofthe prison or doctor.
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e) By order of the highest authority of the institution. where other methods of control
fail, in order to prevent the convict from injuring himself or others or causing damage to
property.”

In this context. ail the necessary measures b maintain die safetv of prisoners during
referrals and transfers and to prevent escape, which are not detrimental to health. such as using
handeuffs, restrain the person from the arms or forming a circle with suflicient number of
officers, are done by law enforcement (gendarmerie) officers.

The question of whether handcuffs shouid be rernoved during the medical examination
ofprisoners brought to healthcare institutions is at the discretion ofthe physician under Article
50 § l-b ofthe LESSM.

IParagraph 1491

(î,) As regards the treatment of die prisoner Ô. A., who is hed in Van High Security
Prison and lias a severe mental disorder. from 6 December 2019 on, the date on whieh the
prisoner xvas admitied w the establishment, he was referred at regular intervals to die psychiatry
departrnent. A total of 41 referrals to the psychiatry department have been made. On 29
November 2021, he was referred by the Psychiatry Department at Van Regionai Training and
Research Flospital to Adana Ekrern Tok Psychiatrie Hospital. On 12 January 2022, the specialist
at the latter hospitai noted “treatment pianned. Antisocial personality disorder, no indications
for inpatient treatment” in the report. On 26 May 2022, lie was referred by die Psychiatry
Department at Van Regional Training and Research 1-lospital to the Psychiatry Department of
Elazig City Hospital. On 4 July 2022, at the latter hospital, the specialist’s report drawn up
following the examination contained the remark: “transfer to the provincial prison appropriate.
follow-up by the psychiatry department recommended”.

INc prisoner vas rnost recently on 29 February 2024 taken to the Psychiatry Department
at Van Regional Training and Research I Lospital, where the specialist referred him to die
Psychiatry Department of Elazt City 1-lospital. On 4 April 2024 Ne was taken to die latter
hospital and discharged on 24 Mas 2024 following treatment actions. The specialist report had
the following remark: “transfer w the provincial prison appropriate, follow-up by the psychiatry
department recommended”. The psychiatric examinations of die prisoner have been done
regularly and finally on 4 Julv 2024 he ‘vas examined at the Local Psychiatiy Department of
Van Regional Training and Research Hospital. The relevant physician prescribed medicine and
asked for follow-up on the end ofthe medication use.

(‘iV O. K. vas transferred on 27 November 2023 from Aksaray T-Type Closed Prison to
Antalya S-Type Closed Prison due to compelling reasons. In his first examination on 28
November 2023, it vas found that he received psychological therapv, no signs of violence or
ill-treatment vas recorded and he did not suifer from any chronic or transmissible disease.

From 28 November 2023 to 26 August 2024 he was taken a total of 16 times to the
infirmaiy of die establishment due to die illnesses/syrnptoms of “acne, depression. nausea.
abscess, dermatitis, tinea pedis, tooth decay, psychosis and anxiety disorder”, regarding which
examinations were made and medicines were prescribed.

The latest examination at the infirmary vas donc on 21 August 2024 fora soft tissue
disorder when medicines were prescribed and handed to the inmate.
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From 28 November 2023 to 26 August 2024 1w was taken for 14 times to the Psychiatry
Depaitment at Antalya Regionai Training and Research 1-Iospital and six tirnes before the
psychiatrist visiting the establishment. He was referred to the Manisa Psychiatrie Ilospital two
times due to “harming himself and others, antisocial personality disorder, and multiple
personality disorder”. The necessary examinations and diagnoses were made and medications
were prescribed, medicine was applied daily by the establishment.

Finally he was examined by the psychiatrist visiting the establishment on 21 August
2024, whcn he was talked to and convinced to the beneflts of the medical treatment and
medicine were prescribed. The medicine vas applied daily under control.

From the day he was admitted, psychiatrie checks in respect ofthe inmate were regularly
donc and currently he gets Risperdal Consta 50 mg at I 5-day intervals, the latest injection being
donc on 16 August 2024. In addition, he uses Gyrex 400 2x1. The inmate is given the daily
doses an d is foliowed with care.

On 6 March 2024, as a resuit of the examination in Manisa Psychiatrie liospital, the
following remark was made: “patient examined. As no space exists at the prisoner ward, could
not be admitted as inpatient. The patient will be admitted as inpatient aller having an
appointment”. Therefore, by an officiai letter, on 7 Mareh 2024 appointmcnt was requested
from Manisa Psychiatrie 1-Iospital for inpatient treatment.

The Hospita! informed on 19 March 2024 that the prisoner’s admission for inpatient
treatmcnt was schedulcd on 17 Juiy 2024 and the ncccssary planning vas made on the matter.

On 17 July 2024 he was admitted to inpatient treatment at Manisa Psychiatrie Hospitai
and was discharged on 31 Juiy 2024.

AI! the necessary care is displayed for the inmate to continue his treatment. I-lis
psychiatric drugs are administered strictiy by the prison staffas day and night doses by making
sure that he ingests the piNs. Thc inmate’s Risperda! Consta 50 mg injection is also donc at 15-
day intervais and his trcatment is foiiowed-up. The inmatc is checked at regular intervais by the
psychiatrist assigned by the provincial heaith directorate, who visits the establishment weekly.

Upon the petition of 14 August 2024 by the inmate, who stated that he no longer wished
to get psychiatric medicine, medicine therapy was ceased. On 21 August 2024, he was
examined by the psychiatrist visiting the establishment and resumed medicine treatment. I-lis
medicine is appiied as daily doses and his treatment is closely fo!iowed.

Ui) Whi!e A.Y. (79) was serving his sentence in Van F-Type High Security Prison on
convictions for “falsification of officiai documents” and “kiiling with premeditation with the
motive ofblood feud”, on 17 May 2024 he vas released as per flic Prcsidentiai Pardon under
Article 104 ofthe Constitution.
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