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Reporting on IAS threat

Assess the extent to which the Union list would be relevant for all non-EU 
Contracting Parties, or whether the list should be complemented with additional 

features, in order to reflect the situation of IAS beyond the borders of the EU

Explore the caveats and opportunities to consistently cover the topic of IAS in 
the reporting process of the Bern convention, in line to what is required within 

the reporting formats of the EU “Nature Directives”, specifically in relation to the 
main pressures/threats to protected species.



Reporting on IAS threat

Outcome: Four (4) potential options for future work
are proposed, specifically designed for non-EU
Parties of the Bern Convention:

1) No specific list
2) Union list (mandatory), complemented with

voluntary list
3) Union list amended (mandatory), complemented

with voluntary list
4) Ad hoc Bern convention list of selected IAS

(mandatory), complemented with voluntary list



Reporting on IAS threat

5th meeting of the Ad hoc Working Group on Reporting

Members of the Ad hoc Working Group on Reporting acknowledged the 

importance of reporting against a common list of IAS. This list of IAS would be 

presented as a dropdown menu under the section addressing threats to species 

and habitats. Reporters would be required to indicate if such threat existed and 

to select one or several IAS from the list. 

Members of the Working Group supported the further elaboration of option 2. 



Expected result 

Members of the Ad hoc Working 
Group on Reporting agree on the 
changes to be reflected in the list 
of IAS and provide the 
Secretariat with guidance to 
finalise it. 

10. Invasive Alien Species

Members of the Ad hoc 
Working Group on Reporting 
are informed of the state of 
preparation of the list of IAS to 
be considered for the reporting 
and invited to advise the 
Secretariat on follow up work. 

Draft list of the IAS to be considered within the frame of 

the second reporting on the conservation status of 

species and habitats of the Bern Convention 



Number of GRIIS records per country

Country
No. of GRIIS 

records Country
No. of GRIIS 

records

Albania 360 Monaco 18

Andorra 26 Montenegro 131

Armenia 444 North Macedonia 151

Azerbaijan 106 Norway 4501

Bosnia and Herzegovina 327 Serbia 335

Georgia 599 Switzerland 622

Iceland 438 UK 2841

Liechtenstein 119 Ukraine 1107

Republic of Moldova 330

Initial long list 
12,455 records

(5800 taxa)



Step 1 – Removal of species that are not invasive
Step 2 – Removal of species that are identified as native within a part of the country
Step 3 – Removal of duplicate records (for species which have more records for a

single country)
Step 4 – Exclusion of species that are present in one country only
Step 5 – Exclusion of species that are native in at least one of the countries which are

Parties to the Bern Convention
Step 6 – Exclusion of species already listed among those of Union concern, as of

Regulation (EU) 1143/2014

Toward a short list of IAS



Step 1

The goal of this study was the identification of species having an impact
on the species and habitats protected under the Bern Convention,
therefore the initial long list of 12,455 records was used as a basis to
select only those species that were indicated as having an "Evidence of
impact” (expressed in the dataset with a binary choice of Yes/ No). This
first selection allowed to downsize the initial dataset significantly, to
some 1777 records.



Step 2

In order to ensure that only species actually alien to a country were
retained, any record having an indication of mixed native/alien “origin”
(thus indicating that the species is native in a part of a country and alien
in another part) was selected. This led to the further removal of 933
records, all from Norway (in other countries, similar records were already
removed through Step 1, as they were relative to species having no
evidence of impact).



Step 3

Some national datasets included duplicated records for a few single
species within the same country, for example in situations where
different introduction pathways were indicated. The removal of duplicate
records allowed to obtain a final long list of 1228 records, relative to a
total of 840 invasive alien species occurring in the 15 Parties to the Bern
Convention.



Step 4

The contribution of each Party to the list obtained after Step 1-3
appeared strongly biases toward the same countries with the highest
number of records shown initially. Also at this stage, such countries
contributed to over ¾ of the records, with Norway and UK alone
contributing to nearly 50% of the records. To overcome this bias, all
records of species which were indicated as invasive in only one country
were removed. This selection allowed the removal of 636 species



Step 5

To fine tune the list, 46 species apparently native in one or more
countries which are Party tothe Bern Convention were extracted and
removed from the list. On this regard it is worth noting that the selection
done at Step 4, which was aimed at removing those species considered as
invasive in one country only, had already contributed to remove several
other species that although considered alien in a country, would be native
to others. In total 17 species of plants (step 5a) and 29 species of animals
(step 5b) were removed through this selection phase



Step 6

As a last refinement of the shortlist, 24 species which are already listed
among the species of Union concern as of Regulation (EU) 1143/2014
were excluded (all species included in the Union list would be mandatorily
reported anyway, so their presence in this list would just represent a
duplication).



Initial long list 12,455 records
(5800 taxa)

134 species 

Toward a short list of IAS



6th meeting of the Ad hoc Working Group on Reporting 
held online on 25 October 2024

• Check if any of the species currently present in the 
short list is actually native to any Party to the Bern 
Convention (including those that are also EU member 
States) in which case it would need to be removed.

• Check the initial GRIIS datasets to verify whether any 
record needs to be added, removed or updated, so to 
suggest whether any additional invasive alien species 
would qualify for being shortlisted.



Final consolidated list

Following the 6th meeting of the Ad hoc Working
Group on Reporting, held online on 25 October 2024,
some indications for improvement of the list were
received from some Bern Convention Parties that are
not EU member States, which led to the addition of a
total 19 species (12 plants and 7 animals), and the
removal of Silurus glanis which is a species native to
the territory of at least one of the Bern Convention
Parties (see Step 5).


