COMPLAINT TO THE BERN CONVENTION:

Armenian Government has violated Article 4, point 1 and
2, Article 5 and Article 6 of the Bern Convention by
Issuing permits to the Amulsar Gold Project

Andrey Ralev
CEE Bankwatch Network
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Brief history of Amulsar Gold Project (Armenia)

2012: Jermuk National Park proposed, includes Amulsar Mountain.
2015-16: “Djermuk Area” and “Gorhajk Area” Emerald sites proposed.

2016: Amulsar Gold Project is approved in Southeast Armenia, 6 kilometers from the
spa town of Jermuk. Violations of Laws on Fauna, Flora and Lake Sevan, no
consultations in Jermuk.

2017: Construction starts. IFC withdraws from financing.

2018-20: Local people block the access roads and construction is stopped. New
Armenian government promises additional studies. EBRD withdraws from financing.

2018-now: Strategic litigation against public participation (SLAPP) cases.
2020: Complaint 2020/04 to the Bern Convention elevated to Possible file in 2023.



Emerald sites to be impacted:

ASCIs and Amulsar Gold Mine (approximate border)
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- Many species not assessed.

- Recovering of Persian leopard.

- New species discovered.

- Expert opinions demand new EIA.
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- Jermuk National Park borders changed (2012 vs 2016) to exclude Amulsar.
- Does not include the whole Emerald site.

- Memorandum of understanding between Lydian and Ministry of Nature
Protection (2016) to establish the park not carried out.
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Latest developments (Armenia)

June 2022: Amendments in the country’s Mining Code — mining with old EIA allowed.

February 2023: Amulsar gold mine secured funding from the Eurasian Development
Bank.

March 2023: Workshop part of the EU4Environment project confirmed work on
reducing the area of Emerald sites in Armenia.

May 2023: Mining Sector Development Strategy approved facilitating mining at
Amulsar.

June 2023: Promoters of the project (Lydian Armenia) met Deputy Prime Minister and
discussed resumption of this mine.

October 2023: Armenian government confirms that no new EIA will be done, that
Jermuk National Park was postponed, that change in Emerald borders will be

submitted.



https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://eabr.org/en/press/news/the-government-of-armenia-the-edb-and-lydian-armenia-to-restart-the-amulsar-gold-mine-project/&data=05|01|andrey.ralev@bankwatch.org|32631877451240fa26c208db34498e67|2a74abed45274ab1bb4f30dc06b08877|1|0|638161262756340498|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|3000|||&sdata=l58FsG4lfHseSegjh5zMg8M88PxKT3dUgTwnLXRTroU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.eu4environment.org/areas-of-work/biodiversity-and-emerald-network/
https://news.am/eng/news/764049.html

We would like to ask the Standing Committee to:

1. Plan an on-spot-appraisal (OSA) mission to Armenia as currently there is no
possible involvement of NGOs and independent experts in the discussions related
to the Amulsar gold mine and the Emerald Network in Armenia and all decisions
are taken behind closed doors;

2. To recommend the government to cancel the outdated environmental permits of
the Amulsar Gold Project and to ask the investor to produce a new Environmental
and Social Impact Assessment (ESIA) taking in consideration the Bern Convention
obligations;

3. To recommend the government to resume the declaration process of Jermuk
National Park;

4. To make sure that the recommendation of the Bureau from September 2020 is
followed: “in the meantime, it recommended that the authorities halt any
developments that can negatively affect the habitats and species protected under
the Convention, whether it pertains to an Emerald Network site or not”.






