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• Nature protection competence is
regulated at the entity level

 Law on Nature Protection of FBiH

 Law on Nature Protection of RS

 Law on Nature Protection of BD

Responsibilities, legal framework 



The Institute for the 
protection of Cultural, 
Historical and Natural 

Heritage
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NERETVA – steps towards protection

1. The first legal protection of the Neretva river canyon dates back to
1958, when the National Institute for the Protection of Cultural
Monuments and Natural Rarities of Bosnia and Herzegovina placed
the area under protection with Decision No. 08-283/1-58,

2. The upper course of the Neretva River is included in the list of

Candidate sites of the EMERALD network (Site Code: BA0000002),

1. The Initiative for establishment of a new Protected Area was

launched by the Association of Citizens “Center for Environment” in

(May, 2021),

2. The Study has been submitted to the procedure of declaring a

protected area (December, 2022).



Spatial plan of  Republic of  Srpska is a 

planning basis for the Republic Institute 

for the Protection of  Cultural, Historical 

and Natural Heritage when it comes to 

establishment of  the new protected areas 
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Neretva 
Protected Habitat – Category IV
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PA Neretva – Protection zones

II zone 6,24 %

III zone 93,76 %
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Candidate Emerald Site 

(Site Code: BA0000002) 21.419 hectares

32.958 hectares???

Protected Habitat Neretva – Category IV

25.122,88 hectares



FB&H

(04-19-737/21/22-3, February 2, 2023)
information towards the Ministry of Foreign
Trade and Economic Relations of Bosnia and
Herzegovina about how FMO&T acted in
relation to Recommendation No. 217 (2022) of
the Standing Committee of the Bern
Convention concerning the possible negative
impact of the construction of hydropower
facilities on the Neretva River.

• HPP Bjelimici
• HPP Glavaticevo,

RS

• HPP Ulog is not halted
• HPS of the Upper Neretva (7sHPP)



GAPS

• A major drawback is the absence of a national ecological network, 
although its establishment is planned by the provisions of the Law on 
nature protection.

• The establishment of ecologically significant areas that should protect 
the habitats of wild species protected on the basis of international 
agreements is foreseen.



Possible solutions

Article 46 (Law on Concessions)

• The grantor (Government) can unilaterally terminate the contract if, for 
example, the concessionaire does not perform the necessary actions 
within the agreed period or

• If the performance of the concession activity endangers the environment 
or public goods protected by law, beyond the permitted and prescribed 
standards

Conclusions of the Government of the Federation of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina (File no- 03-04-1219-1/2023 AN dated on October 31, 2023



Fish species from Annex II
of the Habitats Directive
and Resolution VI of the
Berne Convention.

26 proposed areas in
B&H for the extension of
Emerald network



o ensure and enable that by 2030 at least 30 per cent

of terrestrial and inland water areas, and of marine and

coastal areas, especially areas of particular importance

for biodiversity and ecosystem functions and services, are

effectively conserved and managed through ecologically

representative, well-connected and equitably governed

systems of protected areas and other effective area-

based conservation measures, recognizing

indigenous and traditional territories, where applicable,

and integrated into wider landscapes, seascapes and the

ocean, while ensuring that any sustainable use, where

appropriate in such areas, is fully consistent with

conservation outcomes, recognizing and respecting the

rights of indigenous peoples and local communities,

including over their traditional territories.

T3 K-M Global Biodiversity Framework

Now: 177.000 ha (3,5%)
2030: 1.534.000 ha (30%)
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