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Background and context
• The Rome Strategic Plan (RSP) Objective 1, foresees improving 

understanding of the motivations driving the illegal killing, taking and 
trade of birds (IKB) within each individual country or region.

• Action 1.2 The motivations behind the illegal killing of birds are fully 
understood in each country covered by the scope of the Strategic Plan 
and action to address these drivers is included in the national action 
plan and implemented

• BirdLife International was contracted by CMS to draft this guidance on 
how to conduct sociological studies into the drivers of IKB
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Suggested Methodology and Guidance for Conducting Socio-
Economic Research into the Motivations behind Illegal Killing, 
Taking and Trade of Birds
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Document designed to support MIKT members and Bern 
Convention Special Focal Points on IKB in conceiving and 
implementing national surveys  / assessments of the motivations, 
drivers and modus operandi behind illegal killing, taking and trade 
of birds adapted to their national circumstances.
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Draft presented at 4th Joint (Bern Convention & CMS MIKT) meeting 
in Valencia, Spain in June 2022
Circulated for comments 24 June 2022
Comments integrated and document circulated again 10 November 
2022. 
Comments integrated and circulated for last endorsement to CMS 
MIKT members on 26 May 2023.
This same document presented here

Consultation



5

Document overview _ T-PVS/Inf(2023)09
Final version presented for possible endorsement

Background on IKB and on different terms, e.g. motivations, drivers, 
social context and IKB
Guidance document: 
 Introduction to using Social Science Concepts to understand 

motivations behind IKB
 Research Approaches
 Main data collection methods
Step-by-Step Guide
• Suggested methodology for conducting a social science research 

study
Sample Socio-Economic Study report format
• Suggested format for reporting on a social research study on 

aspects of IKB
Resources, including case studies
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Guidance Document
• Introduction to using social science concepts to understand the 

motivations behind IKB 

• Research approaches
Quantitative approaches

Qualitative approaches

Combining quantitative and qualitative approaches 

• Key considerations 

Ethical

Skillset field team

Sample size

Sampling strategy

Randomness and representativeness

Bias

Reflexivity and Positionality
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Guidance Document

• Main Data Collection Methods 

Surveys

Interviews

Participant observation

Community workshops

Other methods

Specific techniques to ensure 
anonymity

Data analysis
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Step-by-step guide

• A 5-step “how to” guide

• Not prescriptive or an exhaustive list 
of steps

• Intended to guide through the 
process and offer further 
information on a range of methods 
according to the type of socio-
economic question under 
assessment
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Step-by-step guide

• Step 1: Agree the scope and set aims and objectives
• Step 2: Decide on methodology
• Step 3: Plan, prepare, pilot and review progress
• Step 4: Collate and analyse data and check results
• Step 5: Write up and disseminate your findings
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Suggested format 
for reporting

• A section which outlines basic 
sections of a socio-economic 
assessment report 
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Resources

Section includes more resources 
and analytical case studies 

Some case studies are also 
interspersed through the 
document
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Thank you!
Questions?


