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ANAMUR SEA TURTLE NESTIN
• 12.7km sea turtle nesting beach 

• 2nd most important sea turtle nesting site in2 most important sea turtle nesting site in
4th in the Mediterranean1

• Nests/yr Average = 7332

• Recent years have recorded 1,000+

• The natural habitat of the creek is an importp
for the Critically Endangered Mediterranean
b l i f h S f Sh ll Nil T l (subpopulation of the Soft Shell Nile Turtles (

triunguis)triunguis)
• Entire Mediterranean subpopulation esti
be less than 1000 adult individuals

1 IUCN MTSG report Sea turtles in the Mediterranean 2010; Hochscheid et al 2011 IUCN MTSG report Sea turtles in the Mediterranean, 2010; Hochscheid et al. 201
2 Hochscheid et al. 2018. Sea Turtles in the Mediterranean Region: MTSG Annual 
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Caratta caretta ©2016 E.Dornhofer
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Trionyx triunguis ©1999 Kasparek

18 Sea Turtles in the Mediterranean Region: MTSG Annual Regional Report

Trionyx triunguis ©1999 Kasparek

18. Sea Turtles in the Mediterranean Region: MTSG Annual Regional Report
Regional Report



LEGISLATIVE PROTECTION OF 

• Recommendation No 66 (1998) on the conservati• Recommendation No.66 (1998) on the conservati
turtles in Turkey on 4th December 1998.

• Measure No.1 Necessitates Environmental Im
projects. p j

• Measure No.4 Assure inter‐ministerial compli
• Measure No 5 Urgent & stringent measures toMeasure No.5 Urgent & stringent measures to
• Species Protection Anamur Beach: To Prohibit

l t i t d l tplots against development. 

• Turkish Ministry of Environment & Forestry Circul
• 1st Degree Conservation Areas. (The Protectiog (
(b) Prohibits alteration of the land (digging/filling
(c) No alterations to the sand (removal or additio(c) No alterations to the sand (removal or additio
(d) Prohibits any kind of motorised vehicles on be
( ) R i f Mi i i l i i f E(g) Requirement of Ministerial permission from E
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ANAMUR 

on status of some nesting beaches for marineon status of some nesting beaches for marine 

mpact Assessments (EIAs) to be carried out for 

iance for marine turtle conservation 
o enforce legislation against illegal sand extractiono enforce legislation against illegal sand extraction. 
t sand extraction & Secure remaining unbuilt beach 

lar No:B.18.0.DMP.0.01.03/831.02 Oct 2009
n Zone))
g)
ons)ons)
each (1st May – September)
E i & F Mi i f jEnvironment & Forestry Ministry for projects



KARAAĞAÇ ‐ HABITAT DESTRUCKARAAĞAÇ ‐ HABITAT DESTRUC

Pre‐Allocated Area of Karaağaҫ Picn

GoogleEarth Image 19.07.2017: BEFORE construction‐
natural habitat at Karaağaç Beachnatural habitat at Karaağaç Beach 

CTION OF NESTING BEACH
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CTION OF NESTING BEACH

ic Area – c.4.660m²

GoogleEarth Image 05.11.2019: AFTER construction‐
loss of protected nesting habitat.p g



KARAAĞAÇ DESTRUCTION OFKARAAĞAÇ – DESTRUCTION OF 
SYSTEM & DUMPING OF SOILSYSTEM & DUMPING OF SOIL

h b dPre‐ habitat destruction © 2018 MERÇED

ADJACENT SAND DUNE
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ADJACENT SAND DUNE 

Heavy machinery and large trucksHeavy machinery and large trucks ©2019 MERÇED

Imported soil dumped on nesting beach ©2019 MERÇEDImported soil dumped on nesting beach ©2019 MERÇED



KARAAĞAÇ INTRODUCTION &KARAAĞAÇ ‐ INTRODUCTION & 
SPECIESSPECIES

Large holes dug in the soil for imported trees 
©2019 MERÇED©2019 MERÇED

IRRIGATION OF ALIEN FLORA
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IRRIGATION OF ALIEN FLORA 

Soil & Water Runoff©2019 MERÇEDÇ



KARAAĞAÇ – LOSS OF NESTINGKARAAĞAÇ  LOSS OF NESTING
TURTLE NESTING ATTEMPTTURTLE NESTING ATTEMPT

Nest next to construction site ©2019 MERÇEDNest next to construction site ©2019 MERÇED

HABITAT & FAILED SEA
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 HABITAT & FAILED SEA 

FAILED nesting attempt ©2019 MERÇED
Video recorded 27th JulyVideo recorded 27 July 
https://www.facebook.com/949710881892145/videos/2391783101110906



KARAAĞAÇ ALTERATION OF SKARAAĞAÇ – ALTERATION OF S

Removal of reedbeds ©2019 MERÇED

Construction of a stone wall ©2019 MERÇEDConstruction of a stone wall ©2019 MERÇED

SARISU CREEK (RAMSAR SITE)
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SARISU CREEK (RAMSAR SITE) 

After Construction: Barren Landscape ©2019 MERÇEDAfter Construction: Barren Landscape ©2019 MERÇED



KARAAĞAÇ – NO REHABILITATIOKARAAĞAÇ  NO REHABILITATIO
IRRIGATIONIRRIGATION

Ph

No restoration has occurred. Photo taken Pre‐

Con

No restoration has occurred. Photo taken Pre
Construction May 2018 ©2018 MERÇED

Con

ON & CONTINUED
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ON & CONTINUED 

Marked Nests

hoto taken 6th August 2020 ©2020 MERÇED

NestNest

ntinued irrigation of the site 10th August 2020ntinued irrigation of the site, 10th August 2020 ©2020 MERÇED



NEW PLANNED THREAT AND FUNEW PLANNED THREAT AND FU
WITH PLANNED COASTAL ARRAWITH PLANNED COASTAL ARRA
New 93.408m² development proposed withinNew 93.408m development proposed within 

Municipality Web page‐
htt // b l t /i ik/54/1078/ i l i h lk l ji

The Municip
http://m.ana

http://www.anamur.bel.tr/icerik/54/1078/mesire‐alani‐ve‐halk‐plaji‐
projesi.aspx

URTHER LOSS OF HABITAT
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URTHER LOSS OF HABITAT 
ANGEMENT PROJECTANGEMENT PROJECT 
Protected Sea Turtle Nesting ZoneProtected Sea Turtle Nesting Zone 

pality Web page, 27.02.2020 ‐ Title: Beach Arrangement Project is Starting. 
amur.bel.tr/icerik/49/1184/baskan‐kilinc‐sahil‐projesi‐basliyor.aspx



ADDITIONAL THREATS TO ANAMADDITIONAL THREATS TO ANAM
Lack of Awareness of ConservaLack of Awareness of Conserva

©2020 MERÇED

Beach signs placed by the authorities read ‘Anamur Sea Turtle
vehicles and campfires, are mentioned. 

MUR NESTING BEACH
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MUR NESTING BEACH
tion Rules & Enforcementtion Rules & Enforcement

©2020 MERÇED

e nesting beach’, but no conservation rules e.g. prohibition of 



ADDITIONAL THREATS TO ANAMADDITIONAL THREATS TO ANAM
Illegal entry of motor vehicles oIllegal entry of motor vehicles o

MAR
NEST

Illegal vehicle 
b hon beach

©2020 MERÇED

MUR NESTING BEACH
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MUR NESTING BEACH
on nesting beachon nesting beach

RKED
TS

©2020 MERÇED



ADDITIONAL THREATS TO ANAM
Complete lack of beach manag

Beach Furniture placed anywhere and not removed at night ©2

Illegal construction on the beach ©2020 MERÇEDg Ç

MUR NESTING BEACH Slide Slide 13/1813/18

ement 

2020 MERÇED

Wedding ceremony platform on the beach g y p
©2020 MERÇED



ADDITIONAL THREATS TO ANAMADDITIONAL THREATS TO ANAM
Light Pollution & Night Time DiLight Pollution & Night Time Di

Remai©2019 MERÇED

N ill i dNest illuminated 
by artificial lights 

Light Pollution at night on the nesting beach

©2019 MERÇED©2019 MERÇED

MUR NESTING BEACH
Slide Slide 14/1814/18

MUR NESTING BEACH
sturbancessturbances

ns of barbeque party on nesting beach at night ©2019 MERÇED



ADDITIONAL THREATS TO ANAM
Disregard of Conservation efforg

©2019 MERÇED ©2019 MERÇED

For the last 15 years a member of y
MERÇED has been caring for, releasing 
h t hli ki t ith d ti khatchlings, marking nests with reed sticks 
and recording nesting activity.and recording nesting activity.

MUR NESTING BEACH Slide Slide 15/1815/18

rts & Lack of enforcement

©2019 MERÇED

Reed sticks marking nests are 
removed at night and used for g
barbeques on the nesting beach 



ADDITIONAL THREATS TO ANAMADDITIONAL THREATS TO ANAM
The Municipality extracting sand from the beachThe Municipality extracting sand from the beach
from the Anamur District Governorate and in dis

©2020 MERÇED

©2019 MERÇED Addi i l h d li k b f d©2019 MERÇED – Additional photos and links can be found at: 

https://www.facebook.com/949710881892145/posts/

MUR NESTING BEACH
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MUR NESTING BEACH
h without appropriate permissionh, without appropriate permission 
sregard of Recommendation No. 66. 

1253633151499915/?vh=e&d=n



ADDITIONAL THREATS TO ANAM
Degradation of Habitat and Lack

©2020 MERÇED

At Dragon Ҫayi Rivulet no
enforcement to remove the 
illegal shanties, sheds and 
huts, deprived of a sewage 

©2020 MERÇED

uts, dep ed o a se age
system. 

MUR NESTING BEACH Slide Slide 17/1817/18

k of Enforcement

©2020 MERÇED

A l h C l dj t tAslıhan Canal runs adjacent to 
the picnic area at Karaağaç, 

i ll i hcarrying pollution to the sea, 
affecting the habitats of both 
the loggerhead and Nile turtle.



In ConclusionIn Conclusion 
• Complete disregard to National, International commitComplete disregard to National, International commit

Recommendations
• Deliberate & continuous destruction of the protected• Deliberate & continuous destruction of the protected 

habitat 
• Lack of enforcement by Local Authorities

• We encourage the Turkish Governm
E f li I i l d N i l l• Enforce compliance to International and National le

• Enforce the restoration of Karaağaç
• Prevent further habitat loss & destruction from new

developmentdevelopment
• Implement & enforce conservation measures to ens

protection of Anamur nesting beachprotection of Anamur nesting beach 

• The Standing Committee of the Be
• Open a case file to follow‐up on the conservation st
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ments & Anamur’s Mayor standing between the new picnicments & 

nesting

Anamur s Mayor standing between the new picnic 
area and a nest holding a sign that reads: 

‘It is a sea turtle nest Please protect it’nesting  It is a sea turtle nest. Please protect it . 

ment to:
i l iegislation 

w proposed 

sure the  Sourced: The Municipality Web page–On-Going Projects Section
http://www.anamur.bel.tr/icerik/54/1078/mesire-alani-ve-halk-plaji-
projesi.aspx

rn Convention to:
tatus of Anamur nesting beach


