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Council of Europe Contribution to the UN Sustainable Development Goals

SDG 4: Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and
promote lifelong learning opportunities for all

4.a Effective learning environments

Build and upgrade education facilities that are child, disability and gender sensitive and provide
safe, non-violent, inclusive and effective learning environments for all

The Council of Europe believes that education for democratic citizenship is a factor for social cohesion, mutual understanding, intercultural and
inter-religious dialogue, and solidarity, that it contributes to promoting the principle of equality between men and women, and that it encourages
the establishment of harmonious and peaceful relations within and among peoples, as well as the defence and development of democratic society
and culture. A variety of activities have been organised within the Council of Europe education programme that pertain to SDG means of
implementation 4.a on Effective learning environments. A project organised with the European Union focuses on fighting bullying in Albania. Pilot
schools started putting in place mechanisms to prevent bullying and to respond to the ideological challenge of extremism. Pupils have reported
experiencing a safe and supportive learning atmosphere. Moral values of inclusion and respect are taught as a part of the school culture. In 2018 the
Council of Europe Education Department will launch a new education campaign: FREE TO SPEAK-SAFE TO LEARN Democratic Schools for All. The
good practices highlighted in the campaign will reflect safe learning environments, free from any violence and fear, and the promotion of freedom
of speech in schools.
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Recommendation CM/Rec(2012)13E
on ensuring quality education

CM Rec(2002)12 on education for
democratic citizenship

Recommendation CM/Rec(2010)7 on

the Council of Europe Charter on
Education for Democratic

Citizenship and Human Rights
Education;

Charter on Education for Democratic
Citizenship and Human Rights
Education, 2010

2018 Education Campaign

FREE TO SPEAK-SAFE TO LEARN
Democratic Schools for All

The actions promoted through this
campaign will focus on strengthening
safe learning environments free from
any violence and fear, and the
promotion of freedom of speech in
schools. Campaign activities will
promote democratic school
governance as well as the
development of key competences
(values, attitudes, skills and
knowledge and critical
understanding) among students.

National Survey on
Bullying and Violent Extremism

In the Education System of
Albania, 2017

Fighting Bullying and Extremism in

Fighting Bullying and Extremism in

the Education System in Albania,

2017

the Education System in Albania -
European Union — Council of Europe
Horizontal Facility for the Western
Balkans and Turkey



https://www.ecml.at/Portals/1/documents/CoE-documents/CMRec2012-13_quality_EN.pdf?ver=2016-11-29-113145-700
https://www.ecml.at/Portals/1/documents/CoE-documents/CMRec2012-13_quality_EN.pdf?ver=2016-11-29-113145-700
https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=09000016804f7b87
https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=09000016804f7b87
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