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Children aged less than 18 years at risk of poverty or social

exclusion, 2022 and 2023
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Note: ranked for 2023 data.

(') 2023: break in series
(?) 2023: data not available.
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People at risk of poverty or social exclusion, by age group, 2023 I
(% of population in respective age group)
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(*) 2021 data.
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() 2019 data.
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Child poverty: breaking the vicious cycles

1. Combating child poverty is essential to break the vicious cycles
perpetuating poverty and privilege from one generation to the next

m disadvantage in early life has life-long impacts
m income and wealth inequalities reduce social mobility

2. This requires that we strengthen social protection
m the role of progressive taxation
m addressing non-take-up of rights in the area of social protection

3. However, post hoc approaches (based on tax-and-transfer compensation
of market inequalities) will not be sufficient: ex ante in-market and pre-
market approaches are equally important

m addressing the “working poor”: the role of living wages
m early childhood education and care
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The vicious cycles perpetuating disadvantage
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Children from low-income families perform less well in mathematics
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The vicious cycles perpetuating disadvantage

Air and noise pollution

Less extra-curricular | .
Crowded dwelling

activities Domestic violence
" Ldw grades—_ > Limited digital skills/
Poor learning internet access
Poor nutkition School drepout

\

Lower earnings as an adult

Household poverty

Council of Europe - 3-4 April 2025




Child poverty: breaking the vicious cycles

One third of school-age children experience deprivation in leisure activities
on average; 70% of income-poor children

Percentage of children (6- to 15-year-olds) deprived of basic leisure activities, European OECD countries, 2014
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The vicious cycles perpetuating disadvantage
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'A cri de coeur for our children’

Child
In the
Woods

SAVING OUR CHILDREN FROM
NATURE-DEFICIT DISORDER

Richard
Louv
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The vicious cycles perpetuating disadvantage

/ \) Aspirations gap

Lower social capital
f Air and noise pollution

Less extra-curricular | .
Crowded dwelling

activities . .
Domestic violence

Nature:deficit disorder

Low/grades ~ Limited digital skills/
Poor learning internet access

Poor nutrition School drepout

\

Lower earnings as an adult

Household poverty

Council of Europe - 3-4 April 2025




Child poverty: breaking the vicious cycles

The vicious cycles perpetuating disadvantage

/ \ Aspirations gap

Lower social capital N o
/‘ Air and noise pollution ~ Discrimination
Poor job|prospects

Less extra-curricular | .
Crowded dwelling

activities .
‘l[ Domestic violence

Nature:deficit disorder

Low/grades ~ Limited digital skills/
Poor learning internet access

Y
Poor nutrition School drepout Lower investment in education

\

Lower earnings as an adult

Household poverty

Council of Europe - 3-4 April 2025




Child poverty: breaking the vicious cycles

The vicious cycles perpetuating disadvantage

/ Aspirations gap

| Lower social capital | -
/( Air and noise pollution ~ Discrimination
Less extra-curricular o Poor job|prospects
. |Cr0wded1 dwelling |
activities , .
Domestic violence

Naturetdeficit disorder
Laow, grades ~ Limited digital skills/
Poor learning internet access

v
Poor nutrl ion School dl‘OpOllt Lower investment in education

\ Lower earnings as an adult/
‘ Household poverty \

Council of Europe - 3-4 April 2025




Child poverty: breaking the vicious cycles

1. Combating child poverty is essential to break the vicious cycles perpetuating
poverty and privilege from one generation to the next

m disadvantage in early life has life-long impacts
m income and wealth inequalities reduce social mobility

2. This requires that we strengthen social protection
m the role of progressive taxation
m addressing non-take-up of rights in the area of social protection

3. However, post hoc approaches (based on tax-and-transfer compensation of
market inequalities) will not be sufficient: ex ante in-market and pre-market
approaches are equally important

m addressing the “working poor”: the role of living wages
m early childhood education and care
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Children aged less than 18 years at risk of poverty or social

exclusion, 2023
Analysed by the highest level of education attained by their parents (%)
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m Children from parents with lower education (ISCED 0-2) = Children from parents with tertiary education (ISCED 5-8)

Note: ranked for children (aged less than 18 years) at risk of poverty or social exclusion, from parents with lower
education.

(") Low reliability (ISCED level 0-2).
(%) 2022 data.
(°) 2021 data.
() 2020 data.
(°) 2019 data.
eurostat
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in 2015, 22296

More people think that it is important to . i
have well-educated parents to get ahead in 1992, 27%
in 1987, 31% |
in 2009, 36%

Less people think that their own
financial situation will improve

Sticky floors at the bottom Sticky ceilings at the top
222222022020 2222222020
1 child of manual worker out of 4 becomes a manager 1 child of manager out of 2 becomes a manager

222220 222222202020
4 children with low-educated parents out of 10 end up with 1 child with high-educated parents out of 10 ends up with
low education low education

Source: OECD (2018)
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The Great Gatsby curve: higher inequality means lower intergenerational
mobility. Source: World Bank (2018)
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The Great Gatsby curve: higher inequality means lower intergenerational
mobility. Source: World Bank (2018)
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1. Combating child poverty is essential to break the vicious cycles perpetuating
poverty and privilege from one generation to the next

m disadvantage in early life has life-long impacts
m income and wealth inequalities reduce social mobility

2. This requires that we strengthen social protection
m the role of progressive taxation
m addressing non-take-up of rights in the area of social protection

3. However, post hoc approaches (based on tax-and-transfer compensation of
market inequalities) will not be sufficient: ex ante in-market and pre-market
approaches are equally important

m addressing the “working poor”: the role of living wages
m early childhood education and care
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Market incomes and net disposable incomes after tax and social transfers, OECD
countries, late 2000s
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Source: OECD, Divided we Stand. Why Inequalities Keep Rising (2011), chap. 6, fig. 6.1.

[ Gini coefficient of market income I Gini coefficient of disposable income (2)
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Corrective power of tax and benefit systems (Gini index), 2017
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Source: Tax policies in the European Union 2020 Survey (European Commission, 2020)
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Corrective power of tax and benefit systems (Gini index), 2017
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Corrective power of tax and benefit systems (Gini index), 2017
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Corrective power of tax and benefit systems (Gini index), 2017
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In Europe, wealth inequality is more pronounced than income inequality
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1. Combating child poverty is essential to break the vicious cycles perpetuating
poverty and privilege from one generation to the next

m disadvantage in early life has life-long impacts
m income and wealth inequalities reduce social mobility

2. This requires that we strengthen social protection
m the role of progressive taxation
m addressing non-take-up of rights in the area of social protection

3. However, post hoc approaches (based on tax-and-transfer compensation of
market inequalities) will not be sufficient: ex ante in-market and pre-market
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Council of Europe - 3-4 April 2025



Child poverty: breaking the vicious cycles

Taux de non-recours au revenu minimum dans les différents pays (en %)
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m income and wealth inequalities reduce social mobility
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Low wages
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Women are significantly
over-represented in part-
time work (often

« involuntary »)

Low wages
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1. Combating child poverty is essential to break the vicious cycles perpetuating
poverty and privilege from one generation to the next

m disadvantage in early life has life-long impacts
m income and wealth inequalities reduce social mobility

2. This requires that we strengthen social protection
m the role of progressive taxation
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3. However, post hoc approaches (based on tax-and-transfer compensation of
market inequalities) will not be sufficient: ex ante in-market and pre-market
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The ‘Heckman curve’

because learning 1s cumulative, the
earlier investments in education are
made, the higher the returns
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The EU Child Guarantee (June 2021)

To protect children EU countries should guarantee every child in
need access to:

=2 8 £

free early free education free healthcare at least 1 healthy
education and meal each school
care day for free

Children should also have access to:

healthy @ adequate
nutrition %& housing
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