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1. Opening of the meeting 

Mr Taavo Lumiste, Chair of the CDMSI, welcomed the members, participants and observers of the 

CDMSI. Mr Lumiste evoked the 4th Summit of Heads of State and Government of the Council of 

Europe that took place in Reykjavík on 16 and 17 May 2023 as an opportunity to take stock and 

discuss further work of the Organisation based on the outcomes of the Summit. 

2. Adoption of the agenda 

The CDMSI adopted the meeting agenda (Appendix 1) and agreed on some proposed changes to the 

order of business. The list of participants and information on the gender distribution appear in 

Appendix 2. 

Welcoming remarks 

Mr Patrick Penninckx, Head of Information Society Department, welcomed the participants and 

presented the outcomes of the 4th Summit of the Council of Europe. In particular, he referred to the 

Reykjavik Declaration titled “United around our values” and the establishment of the Register of 

Damage Caused by the Aggression of the Russian Federation Against Ukraine through an Enlarged 

Partial Agreement. He recalled the commitment of member states to the European Convention on 

Human Rights and the European Court of Human Rights. Also, in the "Reykjavik Principles for 

Democracy" member states have emphasised the importance of the Council of Europe democracy 

pillar and the actions that have to be taken in order to reverse democratic backsliding. 

Mr Penninckx recalled some relevant activities and initiatives of the Information Society Department, 

such as the negotiation process for the future Framework Convention on Artificial Intelligence and 

the forthcoming launch of the Council of Europe Campaign for the Safety of Journalists. He also 

stressed the importance for member states to ratify the Protocol amending the Convention for the 

protection of individuals with regard to automatic processing of personal data (‘Convention 108’) and 

thus ensure its expeditious entry into force.  
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Mr Penninckx underlined that since February 2022, the Council of Europe has been actively 

supporting Ukrainian journalists, media community and the authorities in fulfilling their urgent needs 

and creating conditions to continue reporting and documenting evidence on war and possible war 

crimes. Since January 2023, the Council of Europe is implementing a two-year project “Safeguarding 

Freedom of Expression and Freedom of Media in Ukraine” in the framework of the Council of Europe 

Action Plan for Ukraine “Resilience, Recovery and Reconstruction” 2023-2026. The purpose of this 

project is to enable a pluralistic media environment in Ukraine through harmonisation of legal and 

policy frameworks in line with European standards.   

 

3. Ongoing standard setting work  

3.1 Committee of Experts on Increasing Media Resilience (MSI-RES)  

Ms Urška Umek, Secretary of the MSI-RES – Head of Media unit, updated the CDMSI members on the 

outcome of the 3rd meeting of the MSI-RES held on 30-31 March 2023. The draft Guidelines on the 

responsible implementation of artificial intelligence (AI) in journalism and the Good practices for 

sustainable media financing have been further revised in the light of the exchanges held and the 

members’ comments. Both texts aim to enhance the resilience of the media sector. The Guidelines 

are to provide guidance on the use of AI systems, which can be an important competitive factor in 

the digital marketplace, while the Good practices are to highlight the positive market and regulatory 

developments which can contribute to the financial sustainability of media. 

The Guidelines tackle a challenging and fast-changing topic, the complexity of using journalistic AI 

systems further impacted by the introduction of generative AI. They are to include guidance on issues 

such as the factors influencing the decision to use AI in newsrooms, how to incorporate AI in editorial 

processes and reinterpret journalistic values in light of the new technologies, what editorial 

responsibilities are attached to the implementation of AI, special characteristics of journalistic 

production and distribution to be considered by technology developers and platforms, and how to 

ensure transparency and oversight over the use of AI in journalism. The Good practices, on the other 

hand, look at different models of media financing and analyse the trends in member states, 

highlighting both the conditions that boost the viability of the news media and those that limit it. The 

conclusions and recommendations are to help States in forecasting future developments and enact 

media policies which can ensure sustainability in the changing media markets. 

A discussion followed, allowing the members of the CDMSI to express their views and support to the 

work of the MSI-RES. Focusing on some of the most pressing challenges of AI in journalism, it was 

reaffirmed that publishers’ editorial control necessarily extended to the implementation of AI in 

newsrooms and that it is paramount for the audiences and the public to be informed about the 

functioning of AI systems applied by the media. Full transparency needs to be ensured with regard 

to synthetic content in particular, although it was emphasised by the members that AI systems should 

facilitate journalists' work but should not be used to replace them.  

  

https://www.coe.int/en/web/freedom-expression/msi-res
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3.2 Committee of experts on the Integrity of Online Information (MSI-INF) 

Mr Andrin Eichin, Chair of the MSI-INF, and the Ms Evangelia Vassalou, Secretary of the MSI-INF, 

updated the CDMSI members on the outcome of the 3rd meeting of the MSI-INF held on 27-28 March 

2023. The CDMSI was informed about the progress made in the work on the draft Guidance Note on 

countering the spread of online mis- and disinformation through fact-checking and platform design 

solutions in a human-rights compliant manner and the Explanatory Memorandum that will 

accompany the Guidance Note. Mr Eichin recalled that the draft Guidance Note is articulated, in its 

operative part, on three subsections containing recommendations on fact-checking, on platform 

design solutions and on empowerment of users, respectively.  

The Guidance Note, focusing on the systems embedded in the operation of platforms, recognises 

that the latter’s gatekeeping role is vital – but not necessarily neutral – as to how people discover 

and create content. That is why platforms’ engagement with content and also the governance 

structures underpinning such engagement are to follow the principles of human rights-by-design and 

safety-by-design, further operationalised in the draft Guidance Note. As these processes rely to a 

considerable extent on AI systems, it was decided to make any necessary adjustments in definitions 

and other possible elements to bring the Guidance Note in line with the future Framework 

Convention on Artificial Intelligence. Digital processes need to go hand in hand with building effective 

community responses and resilience, individual and collective, to disinformation and other forms of 

false or manipulative information which is increasingly accessible online. Many robust initiatives and 

strategies concerning fact-checking and media and information literacy have been initiated to that 

end in recent years, and the Guidance Note makes use of their outcomes to propose the most 

effective and feasible measures.  

A first draft of the Explanatory Memorandum has also been elaborated, which is structured on the 

basis of the main pillars of the Guidance Note, explaining its purpose and scope. Following a brief 

exchange on the draft deliverable, Mr Eichin informed the CDMSI members that their input will be 

dully taken into account for both the draft Guidance note and its Explanatory Memorandum, in view 

of the fourth and last meeting of the expert committee.  

3.3. Committee of Experts on Strategic Lawsuits against Public Participation (MSI-SLP) 

Ms Flutura Kusari, Co-rapporteur of the MSI-SLP, and the Ms Giulia Lucchese, Secretary of the MSI-

SLP, updated the CDMSI members on the outcome of the 3rd meeting of the MSI-SLP held on 18-19 

April 2023. The version of the draft Recommendation on countering the use of strategic lawsuits 

against public participation (SLAPPs) communicated to the CDMSI is the product of several rounds of 

revisions taking into consideration the inputs and remarks received in the framework of the 3rd 

meeting. The expert committee has also been following and discussing the developments concerning 

the EU set of initiatives on anti-SLAPPs. Ms Kusari recalled that the draft Recommendation provides 

a definition of SLAPPs and refers to specific forms of SLAPPs, as well as key terms and criteria, in order 

to help member States to identify SLAPPs at national level. Mr Željko Sampor, Vice-Chair to the MSI-

SLP and Co-rapporteur of the Explanatory Memorandum accompanying the draft Recommendation, 

presented the draft document and highlighted its scope and methodology.  

The final revision of the text is to focus, among others, on refining the definitions of key terms such 

as “public participation” and “public interest” to render them as comprehensive and inclusive as 

possible, and on defining specific features of the SLAPPs indicators with utmost clarity. The MSI-SLP 

https://www.coe.int/en/web/freedom-expression/msi-inf
https://www.coe.int/en/web/freedom-expression/msi-slp
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will further work on streamlining and shortening certain sections of the text, such as on structural 

safeguards. Procedural safeguards are to be strengthened with a view to empowering judicial 

authorities to actively direct the course of proceedings from an early stage. As for data collection, it 

was agreed to provide more orientation in the Explanatory memorandum as to what data should be 

collected and how to elaborate their analysis. Regarding measures to support SLAPPs targets and 

victims, the final text is to further concretise the existing guidance, focusing on identifying measures 

whose implementation is most realistic and feasible in practice, also based on current experience. 

The MSI-SLP will also work on the finalisation of the Explanatory Memorandum, with a view to 

provide a document facilitating the understanding and effective implementation of the measures 

indicated in the draft Recommendation.  

Following an exchange of views on the draft recommendation, the CDMSI agreed to submit the draft, 

as soon as possible, to public consultation ahead of the fourth and last meeting of the MSI-SLP. 

4. Future work of the CDMSI/future terms of reference 

Ms Artemiza-Tatiana Chisca, Secretary to the CDMSI - Head of the Media and Internet Governance 

Division, provided information about the Organisation’s process of adopting the Terms of Reference 

for the work of intergovernmental structures in the next quadrennium (2024-2027). While the 

Committee of Ministers bears the responsibility for the adoption, the proposals are discussed with 

the sectoral steering and other committees in order to gain a wide consensus on the most important 

topics that need addressing through standard-setting and other instruments. In the case of the 

CDMSI, the initial consultation was carried out in the Bureau at its April meeting, whereupon the 

proposals for future work were refined by the Secretariat.  

Two new expert committees subordinated to the CDMSI are expected to be approved by the 

Committee of Ministers; one is to prepare a draft Recommendation on online safety and 

empowerment of content creators and users, while the second is to produce the Guidelines on the 

impact of generative artificial intelligence (AI) on freedom of expression. Other proposed topics of 

future work will include a synthesis of Council of Europe’s standards on countering disinformation 

and analysis of foreign disinformation campaigns, exploring the conditions for online pluralism and 

the role of national regulatory authorities in the platformed media environment, as well as the impact 

of immersive reality applications on freedom of expression. In addition, a number of supporting 

tools/good practice collections will be developed to more effectively implement the Council’s 

standards on hate speech, defamation and media and information literacy.  

Ms Chisca explained that the topics were formulated taking into account the evolving needs in the 

area of freedom of expression and media freedom, contacts with member states and contemporary 

academic research, paying attention to the principles of continuity with prior work, complementarity 

with other internal and inter-organisational processes and capacity considerations.  

The draft Terms of Reference will be circulated to member states in August and subsequently 

discussed at the thematic and budgetary groups of rapporteurs of the Committee of Ministers before 

the final adoption by the Committee of Ministers in November 2023 of the Terms of Reference for 

the first biennium and provisionally approval of the proposals for the second one. 

Once adopted, the CDMSI terms of reference are expected to contribute to the Council of Europe 

priorities set by the Reykjavík Summit. On this occasion, Ms Chisca also invited the members to reflect 
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about possible experts for the composition of the two future expert committees and the related 

elections during the next plenary meeting of the CDMSI.  

5. Digital Governance 

5.1 Council of Europe Committee on Artificial Intelligence - Information by Thomas Schneider, 

Chair of the CAI, and the secretariat  

Mr Thomas Schneider, Chair of the CAI, updated the CDMSI on the recent work of the CAI. Since the 

last CDMSI plenary meeting, a first reading of the Zero Draft [Framework] Convention on Artificial 

Intelligence, Human Rights, Democracy and the Rule of Law was completed. The Draft Framework 

Convention was elaborated as a unifying document; however, the CAI was facing the challenge of 

reaching a global consensus, as also states outside the Council of Europe had expressed their 

willingness to accede to the Convention. In this connection, Mr Schneider highlighted the importance 

of exchanges between states with divergent positions, in order to understand their respective 

positions and identify common ground for consensus. Ms Schneider also referred to the progress of 

the work of the European Union in the same field and the expectation that the future EU Artificial 

Intelligence Act would clarify the position of the European Union on important matters related to the 

design, development and use of AI in Europe.  

Regarding the content of the Draft Framework Convention, Mr Schneider informed the CDMSI 

members and observers about the debate held on the scope of the instrument and the difficulties to 

define AI systems. He also mentioned the expected implementation mechanism and the importance 

of a human rights, democracy and rule of law risk impact assessment in relation to AI and its use. The 

members were finally informed that the CAI was going to publish a revised working draft and thereby 

make it available to the interested stakeholders.  

The members of the CDMSI exchanged views on several elements of the future Convention, in 

particular the risk assessment system and the importance of aligning the future instrument with the 

legal framework of the European Union. 

5.2 Council of Europe Digital Partnership Digital Partnership 

Ms Rodica Ciochina, Programme Advisor, Media and Internet Division, evoked the history of the 

Partnership for the cooperation with Internet companies and their representative associations, in 

place since 2016. She stressed that it was part of the Council of Europe digital agenda 2022-2025 

“Protecting human rights, democracy and the rule of law in the digital environment”, reflecting the 

Organisation’s inclusive approach and commitment to multi-stakeholder dialogue.  

Ms Ciochina further listed the current partners and those who are either awaiting decision on 

membership or have expressed interest to join the Partnership, reiterating the criteria of 

membership. She informed the CDMSI about the recent and planned exchanges and the cooperation 

with partners, mentioning the exchanges held by the CDMSI with representatives of META and 

ongoing discussions with LEGO. Moreover, she provided information about the current joint work 

with the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) on the impact of the Metaverse on 

human rights, democracy and the rule of law. 
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6. EU press freedom report "Fragile Progress" published by the Committee to protect 

journalists (CPJ).  

Mr Tom Gibson, EU Representative and Advocacy Manager at Committee to Protect Journalists, 

presented the CPJ’s report "Fragile Progress", a snapshot of the current state of play regarding the 

work of the EU institutions on media freedom. The comprehensive document provides an overview 

of the relevant EU legislation, both the instruments in force and those in preparation, and includes 

recommendations to the EU institutions and member states on defending press freedom and 

ensuring journalists’ safety. Mr Gibson pointed out that the murders of journalists changed the way 

the European institutions were perceiving the threats against journalists. He also referred to the 

Recommendation CM/Rec(2016)4 of the Committee of Ministers to member States on the protection 

of journalism and safety of journalists and other media actors and emphasised the CPJ’s interest in 

achieving its effective implementation at national level; in this connection, he mentioned that the 

CPJ regularly scrutinised the national reforms in the field of media freedom. During the subsequent 

exchange, the importance of the future Council of Europe Campaign on the safety of journalists was 

underlined, as well as the efforts being made, also in the Council of Europe, to tackle the challenge 

of disinformation and propaganda.   

7. Council of Europe’s work of relevance for the CDMSI - latest developments  

Exchange of views with Mr Roberto Fasino, Head of the Secretariat of the PACE Committee on 

Culture, Science, Education and Media 

Mr. Fasino, Head of the Secretariat of the PACE Committee on Culture, Science, Education and Media, 

provided an update on the ongoing work of this Committee of relevance to the CDMSI. In particular, 

he referred to the Report “Countering SLAPPs: an imperative for a democratic society” (under 

preparation), stressing that its aim is to support the work of the MSI-SLP. The draft report will be 

presented for approval to the Committee in October and subsequently, in January 2024, to the PACE 

plenary meeting. In addition, a report titled “Guaranteeing media freedom and the safety of 

journalists: an obligation of member States” was under preparation and due to be approved by the 

Committee in December. Mr Fasino also expressed the commitment of the PACE Committee on 

Culture, Science, Education and Media to promote and actively contribute to the forthcoming 

Campaign for the safety of journalists. 

8. Follow-up to the CDMSI’s previous work. Implementation of recent standard-setting 

instruments 

8.1 Reports based on member states’ answers to questionnaires: 

- Measures taken to implement Recommendation CM/Rec(2016)4 of the Committee of 

Ministers to member States on the protection of journalism and safety of journalists and other 

media actors 

Mr Peter Noorlander, media law expert, Startup Director, Reporters Shield, informed the members 

of the CDMSI that an extended Implementation guide on journalists’ safety had been prepared on 

the basis of their responses to a questionnaire covering the pillars of prevention and promotion (27 

member states responded to the questionnaire). The purpose of the Guide, which complements the 

existing document covering protection and prosecution pillars, is to demonstrate good practices and 

to assist States in the implementation of the Recommendation CM/Rec(2016)4 of the Committee of 

https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=09000016806415d9#_ftn1
https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=09000016806415d9#_ftn1
https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=09000016806415d9#_ftn1
https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=09000016806415d9#_ftn1
https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=09000016806415d9#_ftn1
https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=09000016806415d9#_ftn1
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Ministers to member States on the protection of journalism and safety of journalists and other media 

actors. The guide includes a self-assessment tool that States can use to assess needs and the state of 

implementation of the 2016 Recommendation.  

The Guide provides guidance on human rights-compliant legal frameworks for media independence 

and pluralism, stressing the importance of their ongoing review and especially the review of 

defamation laws. The Guide further highlights good practices regarding the use of criminal law 

provisions, such as legal systems with specific provisions for addressing violence against journalists, 

recent amendments in some states to strengthen the guarantees for journalists, for example, 

through anti-SLAPPs legislation, and proactive steps taken by some national courts. Moreover, the 

Guide includes information about legal guarantees provided in labour law, those concerning the 

online safety of journalists, as well as information on national action plans and initiatives to protect 

journalists’ safety. The members of the CDMSI exchanged further information about national 

initiatives and action plans. The Extended Implementation Guide will be published on the occasion 

of the launch event of the Campaign for the Protection of Journalists’ Safety. 

- Measures taken to implement Recommendation CM/Rec(2018)2 of the Committee of Ministers to 

member States on the roles and responsibilities of internet intermediaries 

Mr Matthias Kettemann, expert, Professor of Innovation, Theory and Philosophy of Law, University 

of Innsbruck, gave an overview of the state of implementation of Recommendation CM/Rec(2018)2 

on the roles and responsibilities of internet intermediaries, identifying best practices and sharing 

suggestions that other states could follow. The analysis was based on a questionnaire replied by 20 

member States. All responding States expressed a strong support for the goals of the 

Recommendation; however, the level of detail provided was rather low, reflecting the challenges 

faced by States in the implementation of the Recommendation. While some States were developing 

new implementing legislation, others were updating already existing legislation, with a majority of 

States having engaged in this context in multi-stakeholder dialogue. It appears however that few 

States have so far put in place transparency and risk assessment obligations for platforms. The steps 

taken by member States also needed to be seen in the light the developments related to the EU 

Digital Service Act (DSA), and more national measures could be expected in the next years. The review 

shows that there is space for normative improvement and further development for a more effective 

implementation of the Recommendation. The members of the CDMSI had a discussion about the 

responsibilities of internet intermediaries and the interest of States in bilateral and multilateral 

cooperation in the field. 

8.2 Follow-up to implementation of Recommendation CM/Rec(2022)16 on combating hate 

speech - information by the secretariat, Ms Giulia Lucchese 

Ms Giulia Lucchese provided an update on specific activities and initiatives carried out by the 

secretariat  to promote Recommendation CM/Rec(2022)16 on combating hate speech and 

encourage its full and effective implementation. She recalled the related survey addressed to the 

both the CDMSI and the Steering Committee on Anti-Discrimination, Diversity and Inclusion (CDADI) 

and indicated that a report based on the survey results and other sources would be presented at the 

spring plenary in 2024. The CDADI was also elaborating a study on preventing and combating hate 

speech in times of crisis. Ms Lucchese pointed out that further work on the implementation of the 

Recommendation was foreseen in the future CDMSI Terms of Reference, including a review of 

https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=09000016806415d9#_ftn1
https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=09000016806415d9#_ftn1
https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectID=0900001680790e14
https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectID=0900001680790e14
https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectID=0900001680790e14
https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectID=0900001680790e14
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/digital-services-act-package
https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=0900001680a67955
https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=0900001680a67955
https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=0900001680a67955
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promising practices at national level expected by the end of 2024 and a more comprehensive review 

report by 2027. Moreover, she informed the CDMSI about key events on hate speech that took place 

since its last plenary and highlighted that the Council of Europe was going to launch a future webpage 

on “Combating Hate Speech”. 

9. Council of Europe Cooperation activities on freedom of expression 

Mr Cesare Pitea, Programme Manager at the Division of Co-operation on Freedom of Expression, 

provided an overview of the activities of the Division, with the current portfolio amounting to 14 co-

operation projects including 15 beneficiaries.  

One of the Division’s priorities is to enhance a pluralistic and safe media environment in the project 

countries, which can be pursued through support to media legislation reforms, the promotion of the 

independence and effectiveness of national regulatory authorities and public service media, support 

to other stakeholders (media industry) and the establishment of networks and platforms for 

exchanging experiences. Moreover, the actions of the Division aim to ensure the safety of journalists 

and the protection of whistle-blowers by supporting investigative journalism and encouraging 

responsible and ethical journalism. Another area of intervention is the cooperation with partners 

locally to advance the alignment to international law on access to official documents (the Council of 

Europe’s Convention on Access to Official Documents) and to strengthen personal data protection in 

its nexus with freedom of expression.  

Mr Pitea gave concrete examples of assistance and support for legal and institutional reforms, 

referring to co-operation projects in Albania, Armenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Georgia, the Republic 

of Moldova, Montenegro, and North Macedonia.  

He added that the activities of the Division would also support the Campaign for the Safety of 

Journalists and the implementation of the future Recommendation on countering the use of strategic 

lawsuits against public participation (SLAPPs). 

10.  Possible modernisation of the European Convention on Transfrontier Television (ECTT) 

Ms Urška Umek, Head of Media Unit, presented the outcomes of the work of the dedicated reflection 

group and the replies to the questionnaire distributed to the national regulatory authorities (NRAs) 

by the EPRA. The questionnaire inquired whether the respondent States and their regulators 

encountered any problems or issues of concern in the context of transfrontier provision (reception 

or (re)transmission) of audiovisual media services, either between EU and non-EU jurisdictions, or 

between non-EU jurisdictions. Issues of concern could involve, for example, problems determining 

jurisdiction, problems stemming from the lack of a harmonised licensing framework across Europe, 

stricter content (programming) or advertising rules in a country of reception than the country of 

origin, cases of derogation from freedom of reception, or a lack of cooperation by relevant foreign 

authorities.  

Ms Umek explained that 15 replies with useful information had been received from the NRAs. She 

observed that concrete problems have arisen in the transfrontier provision of media services and 

that they could mostly be resolved through informal or formal bilaterial cooperation between the 

competent NRAs, based on the provisions of domestic laws or European instruments. Moreover, 

several regulators either evoked problems which could not be resolved on the basis of the ECTT 
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(propaganda and disinformation originating from non-signatories of the Convention) or did not 

report having encountered any major issues of concern. A document with an analysis of options for 

further work was also prepared, listing the advantages and disadvantages of each option. The first 

option would be to suspend further consideration of the ECTT revision, the second option to propose 

the revision of the ECTT in its entirety, and the third option to propose the elaboration of a binding 

instrument with a material scope different from the one covered by the AVMSD, codifying the 

existing principles of media freedom.  

Ms Umek mentioned that the preliminary findings from the questionnaire were presented at the 24th 

meeting of the CDMSI Bureau on 13 April 2023. Given the variety of replies to the NRA questionnaire, 

coupled with the variety of positions expressed by the reflection group, the Bureau members took 

the view that there was as yet insufficient support for any particular course of action to be taken.  

Similarly, the CDMSI members reaffirmed that the challenges relating to the ECTT remained vital and 

agreed to keep the topic on the CDMSI agenda and encourage members and observers to report on 

any relevant developments in the area of transfrontier provision of audio-visual media services. The 

CDMSI would reassess at a later stage and in light of relevant future developments and member 

States’ support whether there might be a need for renewed regulatory intervention in this area. 

11. Council of Europe’s work of relevance for the CDMSI - latest developments (continued) 

Ms Sophie Valais, Deputy Head of the Department for Legal Information of the European Audiovisual 

Observatory, informed the CDMSI that the Presidency of the executive Council of the EAO was held 

by Portugal. She invited the CDMSI members to follow updates on the implementation of the 

Audiovisual Media Services Directive (AVMSD) in the dedicated database and informed them about 

the legal mapping of third countries’ approximation to the Directive. This analysis will be published 

on the respective websites of the European Audiovisual Observatory and the European Commission. 

Ms Valais also informed the CDMSI about the “AVMSD Notes” which offer a targeted analysis of the 

national provisions on the selected topics of the European works, protection of minors and 

commercial communication. Moreover, she provided further information about the latest legal 

publications and the pilot publication on the promotion of European works and financial obligations 

of different services. She also referred to the events of the European Audiovisual Observatory.  

Ms Emmanuelle Machet, Head of the EPRA Secretariat, provided information about EPRA’s work on 

the topics of media information for public good and the future of content delivery. During the Plenary 

meeting in Oslo (31 May-2 June 2023) the key discussion focused on securing public interest content 

in the digital age. Ms Machet also provided updates about the work of the EPRA’s Taskforce on Media 

and Information Literacy (“EMIL”) and the AI & Regulators Roundtable. Regarding the cooperation 

with the Council of Europe, she highlighted the facilitating role of the EPRA for the case study on the 

application of the ECTT and stressed that there have been discussions to develop a process for the 

cooperation with the Council of Europe on the regulatory capacity-building projects. She finally 

informed the CDMSI that the next EPRA meeting would take place in Bucharest on 18- 20 October 

2023. 

12.  Council of Europe Campaign on the protection of journalists’ safety  

The Secretariat informed the CDMSI about the launch of the Campaign of the Council of Europe for 

the Safety of Journalists in Riga on 5 October 2023. The launch of the Campaign will introduce the 
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high-level Conference: “The Pen is Mightier than the Sword? Meeting today’s challenges to freedom 

of expression and the safety of journalists”, co-organised by the Latvian Presidency of the Committee 

of Ministers and the Media and Internet Division. During the conference, the participants will discuss 

about the national efforts to safeguard the vital role played by journalists for democracy, including 

in times of crisis and/or conflict. The topic of disinformation will also be addressed.  

Furthermore, the secretariat provided information about the role of the National Focal Points under 

the Campaign. The National Focal Points will provide a linkage between the campaign’s managing 

structures and relevant counterparts and their first meeting will take place on the occasion of the 

official launch of the Campaign.  

Regarding the National Committees on the safety of journalists, these are expected to operate as an 

interagency structure, bringing together representatives of agencies and organisations involved in 

the implementation of the Campaign at the national level, the Secretariat underlined their key role 

in the identification of domestic needs and challenges and the coordination of the efforts made to 

address these challenges. 

The Secretariat also provided information about the national action plans and other good practices 

that have been discussed during the Workshop on the existing initiatives on the safety of journalists 

that took place on 1-2 June 2023 in Strasbourg. The workshop highlighted the importance of an 

inclusive policy for the protection of journalists and their safety, also involving interaction with local 

and regional actors to identify specific concerns/trends at local and regional levels. It pointed to 

problems related to the lack of protection mechanisms or, where mechanisms and/or initiatives do 

exist, the absence of a holistic approach or of appropriate funding. The workshop also offered an 

opportunity to discuss some more specific concerns, such as risks for freelancers and women 

journalists, and resulted in useful input for the future Campaign. A listing of initiatives at national level 

will be developed and made available on the Campaign dedicated webpage.  

13.  Exchange with partners of the platform to promote the protection of journalism and safety 

of journalists 

Mr Riccardo Gutiérrez, Secretary General of the European Federation of Journalists (EFJ), highlighted 

that the Council of Europe Platform to promote the protection of journalism and safety of journalists 

is a tool that has become instrumental to the dialogue and interaction between the Organisation, its 

member states, CSOs and journalists' associations. Recent modifications introduced to improve the 

Platform system are based on suggestions from States and are to make the Platform more efficient 

and credible. Alerts now have a field that indicates the actions expected from the State for each case 

listed.  Moreover, systemic alerts will be introduced to cover structural threats that do not concern 

specific isolated cases but incidents that can affect several countries. The Platform will also 

incorporate a response time for States (three months to respond to posted alerts). Mr Gutiérrez 

expressed concerns regarding the growing number of alerts and the cases of impunity for attacks or 

murder of journalists; he also stressed that in Europe around 150 journalists were in prison. 

Furthermore, he referred to cases illustrating how surveillance legislation can be diverted from its 

legitimate use to repress journalists. Mr Gutiérrez also made some critical remarks regarding issues 

raising concern for journalists in the text of the European Media Freedom Act (EMFA) currently being 

discussed in the framework of the EU institutions. 
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Mr William Horsley, who represents the Association of European Journalists and is also international 

Director of the Centre for Freedom of the Media, University of Sheffield, alerted to the findings of 

the Annual Report of the partner organisations to the Platform (War in Europe and the Fight for the 

Right to Report) showing that there is a widespread degradation of press freedom across the whole 

of Europe. He informed the CDSMI that in 8 years of its existence the Platform has recorded [as of 15 

June 2023] 1,573 alerts, of which 699 have been replied to by States, amounting to a response rate 

of 51.5 percent. He stressed that the Partners urged member States to radically improve the record 

of replies and to step up remedial actions. Moreover, Mr Horsley shared the Partners’ prime concerns 

and recommendations to member States. In that context, he stressed that impunity is a dangerous 

pattern breeding more violence and more fatal attacks against journalists. He also referred to failures 

of national legal orders to provide justice for the murders of journalists. 

14.  Recent country-specific developments in the field of freedom of expression 

The members of the CDMSI had a tour de table on recent country-specific developments in the field 

of freedom of expression. Ms Olha Herasymiuk, Chair of the National Council of Television and Radio 

Broadcasting of Ukraine and member of the CDMSI in respect of Ukraine, provided information about 

the new media law in Ukraine which came into force on March 2023. Ms Elfa Yr Gylfadottir, Director, 

Media Commission,  Ministry of Education, Science and Culture of Iceland, presented the 

Recommendations of the Nordic Think Tank for Tech and Democracy published in the end of April. 

The Recommendations are calling Nordic States to remain united towards the threats to Democracy 

and have been discussed among the Ministries of culture in all the Nordic countries. Some of them, 

such as Denmark, have already taken actions. 

15.  Exchange of view with Mr Ahmet-Murat Kiliç, Head of the Digital Transformation and E-

learning Unit, Education Department  

Mr Ahmet-Murat Kiliç, Head of the Digital Transformation and E-learning Unit, Education 

Department, provided information about the Council of Europe’s Digital Citizenship Education (DCE) 

Programme which is preparing citizens to live in a technologically enriched world. He explained that 

access to education is related to digital technology and stressed that all projects of the department 

aim to empower learners of all ages towards competences of democratic culture, in order to tackle 

the challenges brought by digital evolution. He referred to Recommendation CM/Rec(2019)10 of the 

Committee of Ministers to member States on developing and promoting digital citizenship education 

and specified that Digital Citizenship is a broader concept that encompasses digital literacy, digital 

competences, citizenship’s skills and information literacy. Based on this Recommendation, the 

department launched a project on artificial intelligence and education. In the context of this project, 

a literacy review was conducted and a report (entitled: Artificial intelligence and education - A critical 

view through the lens of human rights, democracy and the rule of law - Empower learners of all level 

) was prepared with important conclusions for a better understanding of the links between education 

and AI. He also informed the CDMSI that an instrument on the application of AI systems in education 

will be prepared in parallel with the work of CAI. Following the presentation of Mr Kiliç, the CDMSI 

discussed the certification of educational applications, specific groups of learners, the digital 

cooperation with LEGO and future fields of work in media and information literacy.  

16.  Participation in events of relevance for the CDMSI 

https://rm.coe.int/prems-050623-gbr-2519-annual-report-partner-organisations-to-the-safet/1680aace4d
https://pub.norden.org/nord2023-004/summary-and-recommendations.html#:~:text=With%20this%20background%2C%20the%20Nordic%20Think%20Tank%20for,and%20push%20for%20more%20general%20control%20for%20citizens.
https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectID=090000168098de08
https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectID=090000168098de08
https://rm.coe.int/prems-092922-gbr-2517-ai-and-education-txt-16x24-web/1680a956e3
https://rm.coe.int/prems-092922-gbr-2517-ai-and-education-txt-16x24-web/1680a956e3
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Information about the participation of the Council of Europe in the International Fora on Digital 

Governance was provided in written form. 

17.  Other business 

The members of the CDMSI agreed to hold its next plenary meeting on 29 November - 1st December 

2023 in Strasbourg. 

18.  Approval of the abridged meeting report  

The CDMSI agreed in writing to adopt the abridged meeting report.  
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Appendix 1 
Steering Committee  
on Media and Information  
Society - CDMSI 

    

23rd meeting 
14-56 June 2023 
(9h30 – 12h30; 14h00 – 17h30h) 
 
 CDMSI(2023)004
 15 May 2023 
 

 
Agenda 

 
 

14-15 June 2023 
Strasbourg, Palais de l’Europe room 3 

 
 
 

14 June 2023 
 

Morning Session 09:30 – 12:30 
 

 
1. Opening of the meeting 

 
Mr Taavo Lumiste, Chair of the CDMSI 
 

 
2. Adoption of the agenda 

 

3. Ongoing standard setting work  
 

3.1 Committee of Experts on Increasing Media Resilience (MSI-RES)  
 

For information and discussion 
 

- Report of the 3rd meeting of the MSI-RES (30-31 March 2023) 
- Draft Guidelines on the responsible implementation of artificial intelligence (AI) in 

journalism 
- Collection of good practices for sustainable media financing – update on the 

questionnaire on the national legislation and practices in the field 

  Information by Ms Urška Umek, Secretary to the MSI-RES 

 

https://www.coe.int/en/web/freedom-expression/msi-res
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10:45 – 11:00 Coffee break 

 

 Welcoming remarks 

 

Mr Patrick Penninckx, Head of Information Society Department  

 
3.2 Committee of experts on the Integrity of Online Information (MSI-INF) 
 
For information and discussion 
 

- Report of the 3rd meeting of the MSI-INF (27-28 March 2023)  
- Draft guidance note on countering the spread of online mis- and disinformation 

through fact-checking and platform design solutions in a human-rights compliant 
manner 

  Information by Mr Andrin Eichin, Chair of the MSI-INF, and Ms Evangelia Vasalou, 
  Secretary to the MSI-INF 

3.3. Committee of Experts on Strategic Lawsuits against Public Participation (MSI-SLP) 
 

For information, discussion and decision on public consultation 
 

- Report of the 3rd meeting of the MSI-SLP (18-19 April 2023) 
- Draft recommendation on countering the use of strategic lawsuits against public 

participation (SLAPPs) 
 

  Information by Ms Flutura Kusari, Co-rapporteur of the MSI-SLP, and Ms Giulia  
  Lucchese, Secretary to the MSI-SLP 

 

 
Afternoon session  14:00 – 17:30 

 

 
4. Future work of the CDMSI/future terms of reference 

 
For information and discussion 
 

  Information by Ms Artemiza-Tatiana Chisca, Secretary to the CDMSI 

 
15:15 – 15:30 Coffee break 

 

 
5. Digital Governance 

 
5.1 Council of Europe Committee on Artificial Intelligence - Information by Mr Thomas 

Schneider, Chair of the CAI, and the secretariat  
 

5.2 Council of Europe Digital Partnership Digital Partnership (coe.int) 

https://www.coe.int/en/web/freedom-expression/msi-inf
https://www.coe.int/en/web/freedom-expression/msi-slp
https://www.coe.int/en/web/artificial-intelligence/cai
https://www.coe.int/en/web/freedom-expression/digital-partnership
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Participation in the International Fora on Digital Governance  
 

Information by Ms Rodica Ciochina, Programme Advisor, Media and Internet Division 
 

 

 
6. EU press freedom report "Fragile Progress" published by the Committee to protect 

journalists (CPJ).  
 

  Presentation by Tom Gibson, CPJ´s lead advocate in Brussels 
 

7. Council of Europe’s work of relevance for the CDMSI - latest developments 
 
  Exchange of views with Mr Roberto Fasino, Head of the Secretariat of the PACE 
  Committee on Culture, Science, Education and Media 

 

 
 

15 June  
 

Morning Session 09:30 – 12:30 
 

 
8. Follow-up to the CDMSI’s previous work. Implementation of recent standard-setting 

instruments 
 

For information and discussion 
 

8.1 Reports based on member states’ answers to questionnaires: 
 

- Measures taken to implement Recommendation CM/Rec(2016)4 of the Committee 
of Ministers to member States on the protection of journalism and safety of 
journalists and other media actors  
 
- Presentation by Mr Peter Noorlander, expert, Startup Director, Reporters Shield 
 

- Measures taken to implement Recommendation CM/Rec(2018)2 of the Committee 
of Ministers to member States on the roles and responsibilities of internet 
intermediaries  
 
- Presentation by Prof. Matthias Kettemann, expert, Professor of Innovation, 
Theory and Philosophy of Law, University of Innsbruck 

 
8.2 Follow-up to implementation of CM/Rec(2022)16 on combating hate speech - 

information by the secretariat, Ms Giulia Lucchese 
 

10:45 – 11:00 Coffee break 

9. Council of Europe Cooperation activities on freedom of expression 
 

https://cpj.org/
https://cpj.org/
https://pace.coe.int/en/pages/committee-28/AS-CULT
https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=09000016806415d9#_ftn1
https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=09000016806415d9#_ftn1
https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=09000016806415d9#_ftn1
https://www.occrp.org/en/40-press-releases/presss-releases/17582-reporters-shield-launches-on-world-press-freedom-day
https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectID=0900001680790e14
https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectID=0900001680790e14
https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectID=0900001680790e14
https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=0900001680a67955
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Information provided by Mr Cesare Pitea, Programme Manager, Co-operation on Freedom of 
Expression Division  
 
 

10.  Work progress related to the European Convention on Transfrontier Television (ECTT) 

Report on the outcomes of the work of the reflection group on the ECTT and related 
consultations.  

  Information provided by Ms Urška Umek, Head of the Media Unit  

For information and discussion on subsequent steps 

 

11.  Exchange of view with Mr Ahmet-Murat Kiliç, Head of the Digital Transformation and E-
learning Unit, Education Department 
 
Advancing education through a human-rights based digital transformation 
- Digital citizenship education: Preparing citizens to live in a technologically enriched 
world 
o Being online 
o Well-being online 
o Rights online 
- Artificial Intelligence and Education: Harnessing the potential of digital technologies 
- Guidelines to support equitable partnerships of education institutions and the 
private sector: A positive engagement 
 

 

Afternoon session  14:00 – 17:30 

 
12.  Council of Europe’s work of relevance for the CDMSI - latest developments (continued) 
 

Exchange of views with the Secretariat of the European Audiovisual Observatory, 
Ms Sophie Valais, Deputy Head of Department for Legal Information; Ms 
Emmanuelle Machet, Head of the EPRA Secretariat 
 
For information and discussion 
 

13. Participation in events of relevance for the CDMSI 
 

Information provided by the CDMSI members 

Information provided by the Secretariat 

  Ms Rodica Ciochina on IGF, Eurodig 

  Ms Urska Umek on EPRA 

https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list?module=treaty-detail&treatynum=132
https://www.obs.coe.int/en/web/observatoire/
https://www.epra.org/articles/epra-secretariat
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  Ms Giulia Lucchese on RightsCon 

Ms Artemiza-Tatiana Chisca 

14.  Council of Europe Campaign on the protection of journalists’ safety  
 

Launch of the Campaign 
Ms Rodica Ciochina 
 
National focal points and national committees for the safety of journalists 
Ms Artemiza-Tatiana Chisca, Ms Giulia Lucchese  
 
National initiatives on the protection of journalists’ safety  

  Information provided by the Secretariat 

For information and discussion 
 

 
15:45-16:00 Coffee break 

 

 
15.  Exchange with partners of the platform to promote the protection of journalism and 

safety of journalists 
 

Discussion, Mr Riccardo Gutiérrez, Mr William Horsley 
 

16.  Recent country-specific developments in the field of freedom of expression 

Tour de table, 

- Olha Herasymiuk from Ukraine 
- Elfa Yr Gylfadottir from Iceland on Nordic approach to democratic debate in the 

age of Big Tech: https://pub.norden.org/nord2023-004/ 

 

 

 
GENERAL REFERENCE DOCUMENTS 
 

Terms of reference CDMSI terms of reference 2022-2025 

Terms of reference MSI-INF terms of reference 2022-2023 

Terms of reference MSI-RES terms of reference 2022-2023 

Terms of reference 
MSI-SLP terms of reference 2022-2023 
 

https://www.coe.int/en/web/freedom-expression/safety-of-journalists-campaign
https://www.coe.int/en/web/freedom-expression/member-countries-initiatives-focal-points
https://www.coe.int/en/web/freedom-expression/national-committees
https://fom.coe.int/en/accueil
https://fom.coe.int/en/accueil
https://pub.norden.org/nord2023-004/
https://rm.coe.int/tor-cdmsi-22-25/1680a6859a
https://rm.coe.int/terms-of-reference-of-the-committee-of-experts-on-the-integrity-of-onl/1680a4ee6a
https://rm.coe.int/terms-of-reference-msi-res/1680a5a224
https://rm.coe.int/terms-of-reference-of-the-committee-of-experts-on-strategic-lawsuits-a/1680a4ee6c
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CM/Res(2021)3 
Resolution CM/Res(2021)3 on intergovernmental committees and 
subordinate bodies, their terms of reference and working methods 

Final declaration and 
resolutions 

Conference of Ministers responsible for Media and Information 
Society: Artificial intelligence – Intelligent politics; Challenges and 
opportunities for media and democracy. Adopted Final Declaration 
and Resolutions, (Nicosia, 10-11 June 2021) 

Conference report 
 
 

Council of Europe Conference of Ministers responsible for Media 
and Information Society (Nicosia, 10-11 June 2021) – Conference 
report  

 
 
RECENT MEETING REPORTS 

CDMSI-BU(2023)002 Report of the 24th CDMSI Bureau Meeting (13 April 2023) 

MSI-INF(2023)11 Report of the 3rd meeting of the MSI-INF (27-28 March 2023) 

MSI-SLP(2023)11 Report of the 3rd meeting of the MSI-SLP (18-19 April 2023) 

CM(2022)109 Abridged report of the 21st meeting of the CDMSI (1-2 June 2022) 

CDMSI(2022)003 Long report of the 21st meeting of the CDMSI (1-2 June 2022) 

CDMSI-BU(2022)02 Report of the 23rd CDMSI Bureau meeting (3 November 2022) 

CDMSI-BU(2022)01 
Report of 22nd CDMSI Bureau meeting (7 April 2022) 
  

 
 

 

  

https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectID=0900001680a27292
https://www.coe.int/en/web/freedom-expression/media2021nicosia-conference-documents
https://www.coe.int/en/web/freedom-expression/media2021nicosia-conference-documents
https://rm.coe.int/ministerial-conference-final-report-en/1680a3ba29
https://rm.coe.int/report-24th-cdmsi-bureau-meeting-13-april-2023/1680ab3055
https://rm.coe.int/msi-inf-3rd-meeting-meeting-report/1680ab0a0e
https://rm.coe.int/msi-slp-3rd-meeting-report/1680ab7008
https://rm.coe.int/21st-cdmsi-meeeting-1-2-june-22-abridged-report-en/1680a6d97e
https://rm.coe.int/cdmsi-2022-003-21st-plenary-meeting-1-2-june-2022-long-report-en/1680a72dc8
https://rm.coe.int/cdmsi-2022-02-abridged-report-of-the-23rd-cdmsi-meeting/1680a9379e
https://rm.coe.int/cdmsi-2022-02-abridged-report-of-the-23rd-cdmsi-meeting/1680a9379e
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Appendix 2 
 

CDMSI(2023)005 
 
 

Steering Committee on Media and Information Society (CDMSI) /  
Comité directeur sur les médias et la société de l’information (CDMSI) 

 
23rd meeting – 14-15 June 2023 / 23e réunion – 14-15 juin 2023 

 
 List of participants / Liste de participants 

 
 

Total number of participants: / Nombre total des participants : 85 
Gender distribution: 48 men (56%) / 37 women (44%) / Parité entre hommes : 48 hommes (56%) / 37 
femmes (44%)  
 

 
MEMBERS/MEMBRES 
 

ALBANIA/ALBANIE  
 

Mr/M. Sokol GJOKA 
Director of International Organizations, Ministry for Europe and 
Foreign Affairs / Directeur des organisations internationales, 
ministère de l'Europe et des Affaires étrangères 

AUSTRIA/AUTRICHE Mr/M. Andreas ULRICH 
Federal Chancellery, Constitutional Service, Media, Information 
Society, Political Parties (Law)/ Chancellerie fédérale, Service 
constitutionnel, Service Médias et société de l'information, partis 
politiques (droit) 

AZERBAIJAN/AZERBAÏDJAN Mr/M. Rasim BAGHIROV 
Head of International Relations and Strategic Planning, Media 
Development Agency of the Republic of Azerbaijan / Responsable 
des relations internationales et de la planification stratégique, 
Agence de développement des médias de la République 
d'Azerbaïdjan 

BELGIUM/BELGIQUE Mr/M. Johan BOUCIQUÉ 
Media Advisor, Department of Culture, Youth and Media, Flemish 
Government / Conseiller medias, Département de la culture, de la 
jeunesse et des médias, Gouvernement flamand 

BOSNIA AND 
HERZEGOVINA/BOSNIE-
HERZEGOVINE 

Mr/M. Emir POVLAKIC  
Head of Audiovisual and Media Services, Communications 
Regulatory Agency / Chef des services audiovisuels et médias, 
Agence de régulation des communications 

BULGARIA/BULGARIE Mr/M. Boris SHABANSKI 

Deputy to the Permanent Representative / Adjoint au 
représentant permanent 

 

Ms/Mme Mari Stanisheva 



20 
 

Trainee, Permanent Representation of the Republic of Bulgaria at 
the Council of Europe / Stagiaire, Représentation permanente de 
la République de Bulgarie auprès du Conseil de l'Europe 

 

CROATIA/CROATIE Ms/Mme Nives ZVONARIĆ 
Head of Media Sector, Ministry of Culture and Media / Cheffe du 
secteur des médias, ministère de la Culture et des Médias 

 

CYPRUS/CHYPRE Ms/Mme Maria KARAGEORGHIS  
Head, Liaison Officers Section, Press and Information Office, 
Ministry of Interior / Chef de la section des agents de liaison, Bureau 
de presse et d'information, ministère de l'Intérieur 

CZECH 
REPUBLIC/REPUBLIQUE 
TCHEQUE 
 

Mr/M. Artus REJENT 
Director, Media and Audio-Visual Department, Ministry of Culture 
of the Czech Republic / Directeur, Département des médias et de 
l'audiovisuel, ministère de la Culture de la République Tchèque  

ESTONIA/ESTONIE Mr/M. Taavo LUMISTE (Chair/Président) 
Deputy Permanent Representative, Permanent Representation of 
Estonia to the Council of Europe / Représentant permanent adjoint, 
Représentation permanente de l'Estonie auprès du Conseil de 
l'Europe 
Ms Heili JÕE 
EU Adviser, Department of Communication and International 
Cooperation, Estonian Ministry of Culture / Conseiller UE, 
département de la communication et de la coopération 
internationale, ministère estonien de la Culture 
 

FRANCE Ms/Mme Louise BAILLY 
Policy officer, General Secretariat – European Affairs Office, 
Ministry of Culture/ Chargée de mission, Secrétariat général – 
Bureau des affaires européennes, ministère de la Culture 
 
Ms/Mme Louise BOYÉ 
Editor-in-Chief of Copyright and Audiovisual Regulations, Ministry 
of Europe and European / Rédactrice droit d’auteur et régulation 
audiovisuelle, ministère de l’Europe et des Affaires étrangères   
Ms/Mme Alexandra SIEFFERT-XURIGUERA 
Head of the European Affairs Office at the Ministry of Culture / 
Chargée de mission au bureau des affaires européennes du 
ministère de la Culture  

GEORGIA/GEORGIE Mr/M. Ivane MAKHARADZE  
Commissioner Communications Commission of Georgia / 
Commissaire, Commission des communications de Géorgie 

GERMANY/ALLEMAGNE Mr/M. David NEJJAR 
Legal Department Representative, Deutscher Journalisten-
Verband (German Federation of Journalists) / Représentant du 
département juridique, Deutscher Journalisten-Verband 
(Fédération allemande des journalistes) 
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Mr/M. Stephan PACHE 
Representation of the Free State of Bavaria to the European Union 
/ Représentation de l'État libre de Bavière auprès de l'Union 
européenne 

GREECE/GRECE Ms/Mme Aikaterini POLYZOU 
Head of Department for Audiovisual Media & Internet, Secretariat 
General for Communication & Media / Chef du département 
Médias audiovisuels et Internet, Direction des médias, Secrétariat 
général pour la communication et les média 
Ms/Mme Sofia LATSOU  
Head of Directorate for Media, Secretariat General for 
Communication & Media / Cheffe de la Direction des médias, 
Direction des médias, Secrétariat général pour la communication 
et les média 
 

HUNGARY/HONGRIE Mr/M. György OCSKÓ 
International Legal Advisor, National Media and 
Infocommunications Authority / Conseiller juridique international, 
Autorité nationale des médias et des info-communications 
 

ICELAND/ISLANDE Ms/Mme Elfa Yr GYLFADOTTIR 
Director, Media Commission, Ministry of Education, Science and 
Culture / Directrice, commission des Médias, ministère de 
l'Éducation, des Sciences et de la Culture  

IRELAND/IRLANDE Mr/M. Luke DEVOY 
Administrative Officer, Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, 
Gaeltacht, Sport and Media, Broadcasting & Media Division / 
Administrateur, ministère du Tourisme, de la Culture, des Arts, du 
Gaeltacht, des Sports et des Médias, division de la radiodiffusion et 
des médias 

ITALY/ITALIE Mr/M. Pierluigi MAZZELLA 
Director General, Agency for the right to university education, 
Professor of Information and Communication, University of Rome 
/ Directeur general, Agence pour le droit à l'éducation universitaire 
, Professeur d'information et de communication, Université de 
Rome 

LATVIA/LETTONIE Mr/M. Andris MELLAKAULS 
Head of Information Space Integration Division, Ministry of 
Culture / Chef de la Division de l'intégration de l'espace 
d'information, ministère de la Culture 

LIECHTENSTEIN Ms/Mme Sarah NIGG 
Second Secretary, Permanant Representation of Liechtenstein at 
the Council of Europe / Deuxième Secrétaire, Représentation 
permanente du Liechtenstein auprès du Conseil de l'Europe 
Mr/M. Cedric JAHN 
Trainee, Permanent Representation of Liechtenstein to the 
Council of Europe / Stagiaire, Représentation permanente de 
Liechtenstein auprès du Conseil de l´Europe 

LITHUANIA/LITUANIE Ms/Mme Rasa ZDANEVIČIŪTĖ 
Advisor, Media and Copyright Policy Division, Ministry of Culture 
of the Republic of Lithuania / Conseillère, Division de la politique 
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des médias et du droit d'auteur, ministère de la Culture de la 
République de Lituanie 

LUXEMBOURG Mr/M. Thierry ZEIEN 
Media and Communications Service, Ministry of State, The 
Government of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg / Service des 
Médias et des Communications, ministère d’État, Gouvernement 
du Grand-Duché de Luxembourg 
Ms/Mme Céline FLAMMANG 
Senior policy advisor, Department of Media, Connectivity and 
Digital Policy, Ministry of State / Conseillère principale, service des 
Médias, de la Connectivité et de la Politique numérique, ministère 
d'État 

REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA/ 
REPUBLIQUE DE MOLDOVA 

Ms/Mme Aneta GONTA 
Vice-president of the Republic of Moldova Audiovisual Council / 
Vice-Présidente du Conseil de l'audiovisuel de la République de 
Moldova 
 
Ms/Mme Larisa TUREA 
Member of the Republic of Moldova Audiovisual Council / Membre 
du Conseil de l'audiovisuel de la République de Moldova 

MONACO Mr/M. Serge ROBILLARD 
Head of Partnerships and Institutional Relations, Interministerial 
Delegation in charge of Digital Transition / Chargé des partenariats 
et des relations institutionnelles, Délégation Interministérielle 
chargée de la Transition Numérique 

MONTENEGRO Mr/M. Vukasin PUDAR 
Independent advisor, Media Directorate, Ministry of Culture and 
Media / Conseiller independent, Direction des medias, ministère de 
la Culture et des Médias 

NETHERLANDS/PAYS-BAS Ms/Mme Inge WELBERGEN (Vice-Chair/ Vice-présidente) 
Legal officer Media, Ministry of Education, Culture and Science, 
Directorate-General of Culture and Media, Media and Creative 
Industries / Conseiller juridique Médias, ministère de l'Éducation, de 
la Culture et des Sciences, Direction générale de la Culture et 
des Médias, Médias et Industries créatives 

NORWAY/NORVEGE Mr/M. Bjørn ECKBLAD 
Senior Advisor, Department of Media and Art, Ministry of Culture 
and Equality / Conseiller principal, Département des médias et de 
l'art, ministère de la Culture et de l’Égalité 
 
Ms./Mme Anne Høyer 
Senior Advisor, Department of Media and Art, Ministry of Culture 
and Equality / Conseiller principal, Département des médias et de 
l'art, ministère de la Culture et de l’Égalité 

POLAND/POLOGNE Mr/M. Krzysztof JANKOWSKI 
Department of Strategy, National Broadcasting Council of Poland 
(KRRIT)  / Département de la stratégie, Conseil national de la 
radiodiffusion de Pologne 

PORTUGAL Ms/Mme Charlotte SIMÕES 
Policy Officer, International Relations and Communication 
Department, General Secretariat of the Presidency of the Council 
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of Ministers / Chargée de mission, Service des relations 
internationales et de la communication, Secrétariat général de la 
Présidence du Conseil des ministres 
Mr/M. Rui Delgado 
Policy officer, International Relations and Communication 
Department, General Secretariat of the Presidency of the Council 
of Ministers / Chargée de mission, Service des relations 
internationales et de la communication, Secrétariat général de la 
présidence du Conseil des ministres 
 

ROMANIA/ROUMANIE Mr/M. Marius JITEA 
Public Manager, General Secretariat of the Government of 
Romania / Manager public, Secrétariat général du Gouvernement 
de la Roumanie 

SERBIA/SERBIE Ms/Mme Maja ZARIC 
Head of Unit for International Cooperation, Ministry of Culture 
and Media / Chef de l'unité de la coopération internationale, 
ministère de la Culture et des Médias 

SLOVAK 
REPUBLIC/REPUBLIQUE 
SLOVAQUE 

Ms/Mme Viktoria KNAPPOVA 
State advisor, Media Law and Audiovisual Unit, Creative Industry 
Department, Ministry of Culture / Conseillère d'État, Unité Droit des 
médias et audiovisuel, Département de l'industrie créative , 
ministère de la Culture 
 
Mr/M. Zeljko Martyn SAMPOR 
Senior Counsel to the State Secretary, Ministry of Culture of the 
Slovak Republic / Conseiller principal auprès du secrétaire d'État, 
ministère de la Culture de la République slovaque 
 

SLOVENIA/SLOVENIE Mr/M. Skender ADEM 
Undersecretary, Ministry of Culture of Republic of Slovenia / Sous-
secrétaire, ministère de la Culture de la République de Slovénie 

SWITZERLAND/SUISSE Mr/M. Thomas SCHNEIDER  
Ambassador, Director of International Affairs, Federal Department 
of the Environment, Transport, Energy and Communication 
DETEC, Federal Office of Communications OFCOM / Ambassadeur, 
Directeur des affaires internationales, Service fédéral de 
l'environnement, des transports, de l'énergie et de la 
communication DETEC, Office fédéral de la communication 
OFCOM 
Ms/Mme Isabelle LOIS 
Junior Policy Advisor, Federal Department of the Environment,  
Transport, Energy and Communications DETEC, Federal Office of 
Communications OFCOM / Service fédéral de l'environnement, des 
transports, de l'énergie et de la communication DETEC, Office 
fédéral de la communication OFCOM 
Mr/M. Andrea FRATTOLILLO 
Media lawyer / juriste spécialisé dans les médias 

TÜRKIYE Mr/M. Yusuf DEMİRTAŞ  
Vice Head of Department V, Radio and Television Supreme Council 
(RTUK), International Relations Department / Vice-chef du 
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département V, Conseil suprême de la radio et de la télévision 
(RTUK), Département des relations internationales 
 
Mr/M. Candaş AYNAGÖZ 
Expert, Radio and Television Supreme Council (RTUK), 
International Relations Department / Expert, Conseil suprême de 
la radio et de la télévision (RTUK), Département des relations 
internationales 

UKRAINE Ms/Mme Olha HERASYMIUK 
Chair, National Council of Television and Radio Broadcasting of 
Ukraine / Présidente, Conseil national de la télévision et de la 
radiodiffusion d'Ukraine 

UNITED 
KINGDOM/ROYAUME-UNI 

Ms/Mme Laura BOWKER 
Senior Policy Advisor, Trade and International, Media and Creative 
Industries Directorate/ Conseiller principal en matière de 
politiques, Direction du commerce et des affaires internationales, 
des médias et des industries créatives  
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OBSERVERS AND PARTICIPANTS / OBSERVATEURS ET PARTICIPANTS 
 

HOLY SEE/SAINT SIEGE Mr/M. Michael LUKAS  
Spokesman of the Order of Malta in the Diocese of Hildesheim / 
Porte-parole de l'Ordre de Malte dans le diocèse de Hildesheim 

MOROCCO/MAROC Ms/Mme Chanaz EL AKRICHI  
Head of Division for Cooperation Ministry of Culture, Youth and 
Sports, Department of Communication / Cheffe de division de la 
Coopération, ministère de la Culture, de la Jeunesse et des Sports, 
Département de la Communication 
 
Ms/Mme Meriem KHATOURI 
Director of Studies and Media Development, Ministry of Culture, 
Youth and Sports, Department of Communication / Directrice des 
études et de développement des médias, ministère de la Culture, de 
la Jeunesse et des Sports, Département de la Communication 

TUNISIA/TUNISIE Mr/M. El Mahdi AROUSSI IDRISSI  
Director of the legal studies Department, focal point, High 
Authority for Audio-visual Communication (HACA) / Directeur du 
Département des études juridiques, point focal, Haute Autorité de 
la Communication Audiovisuelle (HACA) 

 
 

ASSOCIATION OF 
COMMERCIAL TELEVISION 
AND VIDEO ON DEMAND 
SERVICES IN EUROPE (ACT) 
/ ASSOCIATION DES 
TÉLÉVISIONS 
COMMERCIALES 

Mr/M. Erard GILLES 
 Director / Directeur 

ASSOCIATION OF 
EUROPEAN JOURNALISTS 
(AEJ)/ ASSOCIATION DES 
JOURNALISTES EUROPÉENS 
 

Mr/M. William HORSLEY 
Media Freedom representative of the Association of European 
Journalists and International Director of the Centre for Freedom of 
the Media (CFOM) at the University of Sheffield / Représentant 
pour la liberté des médias de l'Association des journalistes 
européens et directeur international du Centre pour la liberté des 
médias (CFOM) de l'université de Sheffield 
Mr/ M. Krzysztof BOBINSKI 
President of the think-tank Unia & Polska / Président du groupe de 
réflexion Unia & Polska 

COMMITTEE TO PROTECT 
JOURNALISTS (CPJ)/ 
COMITE POUR LA 
PROTECTION DES 
JOURNALISTES 

Mr/M. Tom GIBSON 
European Union Representative / Représentant pour l'Union 
Européenne, CPJ 

EUROPEAN FEDERATION OF 
JOURNALISTS (EFJ)/ 
FEDERATION EUROPEENNE 
DES JOURNALISTES (FEJ)  

Mr/M. Ricardo GUTIÉRREZ 
Secretary General / Secrétaire général 

EUROPEAN BROADCASTING 
UNION (EBU) / UNION 

Ms/Mme Sophia WISTEHUBE 
Legal Counsel / Conseiller juridique 
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EUROPEENNE DE RADIO-
TELEVISION 

INTERNET RIGHTS AND 
PRINCIPLES COALITION / 
COALITION POUR LES 
DROITS ET PRINCIPES DE 
L'INTERNET 

Ms/Mme Minda MOREIRA 
Steering Committee Member, Internet Rights and Principles 
Coalition / Membre du comité directeur de la coalition pour les 
droits et les principes de l'internet 

NEWS MEDIA COALITION 
(NMC)/ COALITION DES 
MEDIAS D'INFORMATION 

Mr/M. Andrew MOGER 
Chief Executive / Directeur général 

PERMANENT CONFERENCE 
OF THE MEDITERRANEAN 
AUDIOVISUAL 
OPERATORS(COPEAM)/ 
CONFERENCE PERMANENTE 
DE L'AUDIOVISUEL 
MEDITERRANEE 

Mr/M. Giacomo MAZZONE 
Member / Membre 

UNIVERSITY OF INNSBRUCK 
/ UNIVERSITÉ D´INNSBRUCK 

Mr/M. Matthias KETTEMANN 
Professor, University of Innsbruck / Professeur, Université 
d´Innsbruck 

 Mr/M. Peter NOORLANDER 
Consultant on Human Rights and Media Law / Consultant sur les 
droits humains et le droit des médias 

 
 
 
COUNCIL OF EUROPE / CONSEIL DE L’EUROPE 
 
 

COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS 
ON INCREASING RESILIENCE 
OF MEDIA (MSI-RES) / 
COMITÉ D’EXPERTS SUR LE 
RENFORCEMENT DE LA 
RÉSILIENCE DES MÉDIAS 
(MSI-RES) 

Mr/M. Ramón SALAVERRÍA 
Chair of the MSI-RES / Président du MSI-RES 

COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS 
ON STRAGEGIC LAWSUITS 
AGAINST PUBLIC 
PARTICIPATION (MSI-SLP) / 
COMITE D'EXPERTS SUR LES 
POURSUITES STRATEGIQUES 
CONTRE LA MOBILISATION 
PUBLIQUE (MSI-SLP) 

Ms/Mme Flutura KUSARI 
Rappoteur / Rapporteur 

COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS 
ON THE INTEGRITY OF 
ONLINE INFORMATION 
(MSI-INF)/ COMITÉ 
D’EXPERTS SUR L’INTÉGRITÉ 

Mr/M Andrin EICHIN 
Chair of MSI-INF / President du MSI-INF 
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DE L’INFORMATION EN 
LIGNE (MSI-INF) 

EUROPEAN COMMITTEE 
ON LEGAL CO-OPERATION / 
COMITÉ EUROPÉEN DE 
COOPÉRATION JURIDIQUE 

Mr/M. Eral KNIGHT  
Head of Private International Law Negotiations and International 
Relations, International Justice Policy Division, Ministry of Justice of 
the United Kingdom / Responsable des négociations de droit 
international privé et des relations internationales, Division de la 
politique de justice internationale, ministère de la Justice du 
Royaume-Uni 

EUROPEAN AUDIO-VISUAL 
OBSERVATORY / 
OBSERVATOIRE EUROPEEN 
DE L’AUDIOVISUEL 

Ms/Mme Sophie VALAIS 
Deputy Head of Department for Legal Information / Chef de service 
adjoint pour l'information juridique 
 
Ms/Mme Amelie LACOURT 

Junior Legal Analyst / Analyste juridique junior 
 
Mr/M. Eric MUNCH 

Legal Analyst / Analyste juridique 

EUROPEAN PLATFORM OF 
REGULATORY AUTHORITIES 
(EPRA)/ LA PLATE-FORME 
EUROPÉENNE DES 
INSTANCES DE RÉGULATION 

Ms/Mme Emmanuelle MACHET 
Head of Secretariat / Cheffe du Secrétariat 

COUNCIL OF EUROPE 
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
/ CONSEIL DE L'EUROPE 
SERVICE DE L'EDUCATION  

Mr/M. Ahmet-Murat KILIÇ 
Head of Digital Transformation and E-learning Unit / Chef de l'unité 
de formation numérique et d'apprentissage en ligne 

 
 
DGI - INFORMATION SOCIETY - ACTION AGAINST CRIME DIRECTORATE / DIRECTION DE LA SOCIÉTÉ 
DE L’INFORMATION - LUTTE CONTRE LA CRIMINALITÉ 
 

Mr/M. Patrick PENNINCKX 
Head of Information Society Department / Chef de Service de la société de l’information 
 

Ms/Mme Artemiza-Tatiana CHISCA 
Secretary to the Steering Committee on Media and Information Society (CDMSI), Head of Media 
and Internet Division / Secrétaire du Comité Directeur Médias et Société de l'Information (CDMSI), 
Chef de la Division Médias et Internet 

Ms/Mme Urška UMEK 
Secretary of the Committee of Experts on Increasing Resilience of Media (MSI-RES), Head of 
Media Unit / Secrétaire du Comité d'experts sur le renforcement de la résilience des médias (MSI-
RES), /Chef de l'Unité Médias 

Ms/Mme Giulia LUCCHESE 
Secretary to the Committee of Experts on Strategic Lawsuits against Public Participation (MSI-SLP), 
Media and Internet Division / Secrétaire du Comité d’experts sur les poursuites strategiques contre 
la participation publique (MSI-SLP), Division Médias et Internet 

Ms/Mme Rodica CIOCHINA 
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Programme officer, Media and Internet Division / Chargée de programme, Division Médias et 
Internet 

Ms/Mme Evangelia VASALOU 
Secretary to the Committee of experts on the Integrity of Online Information, Media and Internet 
Division / Secrétaire du Comité d'experts sur l'intégrité de l'information en ligne, Division Médias et 
Internet 

Mr/M. Cesare PITEA 
Programme Manager, Division for Co-operation on Freedom of Expression / Gestionnaire de 
programme, Division de la coopération en matière de liberté d'expression 

Ms/Mme Irina TOMOVA 
Assistant, Media and Internet Division / Assistante, Division Médias et Internet 

Ms/Mme Magdalena PENEVA 
Assistant, Media and Internet Division / Assistante, Division Médias et Internet 

 
 

INTERPRETERS / INTERPRETES : 
Mr/M. Rémy JAIN 
Ms/Mme Elisabetta BASSU-RIGHI 
 
 
TECHNICIANS / TECHNICIENS :  
Mr/M. Alexandre REUGE 
 
 
 

 


