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HELP in UNIVERSITIES
Embedding human rights in university education 

with support from the Council of Europe HELP Programme and courses

Ana-Maria TELBIS, Deputy Head of the Justice and Human Rights Training Division
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BASIS - ECHR in university education 
Recommendation CM/Rec(2019)/5  

CoE HELP
Introduction and mandate

HELP in universities
HOW?

HELP in UNIVERSITIES







Basis? 
CM/Rec (2019)5 on the system of 
the ECHR in university education 

and professional training

How?

- No formalities! 
- Supplement to the existing 

curricula 
- Self-learning 

- Exceptionally: dedicated pages 
for unis/law schools

HELP in Universities
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ECHR in university education Recommendation 
CM/Rec(2019)/5  

✓ Recommendation CM/Rec(2019)5 on the system of the ECHR in 
university education and professional training – KEY document on 
ECHR and university education 

PREAMBLE 

✓ Bearing in mind the important developments in university education …  
in the … member States of the Council of Europe, resulting from valuable 
efforts by both the member States and the Court, as well as from the 
European Programme for Human Rights Education for Legal Professionals 
(HELP) of the Council of Europe;

… 

✓ Stressing the fundamental role played by university education… in the 
Convention system for preventing violations and promoting human rights;

https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?Reference=CM/Rec(2019)5
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ECHR in university education Recommendation 
CM/Rec(2019)/5  

Recommends that the governments of member States … ascertain that 
university education and professional training concerning the Convention 
system comply with below principles: 

I General principles: 

• Member States should ensure university education … in the system 
of the ECHR which are in line with the needs and expectations of 
the different categories of the public, notably those active in the 
human rights field. … 

• Member States should notably enhance the effectiveness of such 
university education … by ensuring that each category of the public has 
access to the necessary tools to comply with the obligations 
stemming from the Convention. 
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ECHR in university education Recommendation 
CM/Rec(2019)/5  

II Targeted public

3. Member States should ensure that university students of law and, 
where appropriate, of other relevant fields of study, in particular the sciences, 
are offered education concerning the basic elements of the Convention 
system in their common core curriculum. In addition, optional in-depth 
studies should be offered to those who wish to specialise….

III. Specialist lecturers and trainers
5. Member States should encourage, by appropriate means, the 
provision of university education … in the Convention system by specialist 
lecturers ... These may include, among others, former judges and lawyers of 
the European Court of Human Rights (“the Court”), judges and lawyers of 
supreme and constitutional domestic courts, and government agents and 
members of their offices. …
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ECHR in university education Recommendation 
CM/Rec(2019)/5  

IV. Content of university education and professional training
6. Member States should aim primarily at facilitating effective access 
to basic and practical information about the Convention system 
through university education …. This should include the ability to use 
available resources (the HUDOC database, HELP courses and other 
information sources).
…
V. Learning and training methods
9. Member States should encourage the use of the most 
appropriate learning and training methods, taking into account the 
national context and the specific needs and expectations of the targeted 
public. … E-learning and the use of the HELP methodology should also be 
encouraged.



Basis? 
CM/Rec (2019)5 on the system of 
the ECHR in university education 

and professional training

How?

- No formalities! 
- Supplement to the existing 

curricula 
- Self-learning 

- Exceptionally: dedicated pages 
for unis/law schools

HELP in Universities



HELP in Universities

CoE HELP e-learning platform

Decide how to use the course 
chosen

Inform the students and collect the 
certificates/verify completion



HELP in Universities

CoE HELP e-learning platform
https://help.elearning.ext.coe.int/

https://help.elearning.ext.coe.int/


HELP in Universities

CoE HELP e-learning platform
https://help.elearning.ext.coe.int/

Create HELP Account 
https://help.elearning.ext.coe.int/login/signup.php

Choose your course

https://help.elearning.ext.coe.int/
https://help.elearning.ext.coe.int/login/signup.php


HELP in Universities

Decide how to use the course 
chosen

Integrated in curricula 
(mandatory/optional as 

preparatory/further material)
Assignments

Moots courts Clinics/projects



Using HELP courses in university education

Preparatory material Further material reading



Using HELP courses in university education



HELP in Universities

Entire courses or specific modules

Inform the students and collect the 
certificates/verify completion

Statements of Accomplishment



www.coe.int/help

www.facebook.com/coehelp

Share and communicate by using:

#CoEHELP

Follow us here:

HELP 
Good training for good judgments

CoE HELP e-learning platform
https://help.elearning.ext.coe.int/

https://help.elearning.ext.coe.int/
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