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Independent producers and events of major 
importance in the AVMSD
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1. Independent producers
1. Definitions
2. Financial and operational independence and IPR retention

2. Events of major importance
1. Balancing exclusive rights with right to information
2. Notified lists



Quotas for independent producers and recent works 
(art. 17 AVMSD)
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State of the implementation of art. 17 AVMSD
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The definition of independent producers
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 National definition used in the context of the obligations to promote European 
works, under Article 17 of the AVMSD and its transposition into national law

 Independence criteria set by national and regional support schemes such as 
film funds



Existence of definitions at national level
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Existence of a definition of 
independence in the 
context of AVMSD

Absence of definition of 
independence in the 
context of AVMSD

25 countries with 
definition



Definition of independence in the AVMSD context
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While the AVMSD of 2018 does not provide a unified EU definition of
'independent production/producer’. Recital 71 of the 2010 AVMSD
offers guidance criteria such as:

 Ownership of the production company

 Amount of programmes supplied to the same broadcaster

 Ownership of secondary rights



National definitions in the AVMSD context
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Financial independence
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Operational independence
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Intellectual property retention
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Majority use of the ownership criterion
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Use of ownership

Operational criterion only

“No relation with an 
electronic mass medium”

Absence of definition of 
independence in the 
context of AVMSD

23 countries with 
ownership



Prominent use of cumulative criteria
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The combinations of criteria

3-criteria approach

Other
combinations

Used by 9 countries (AT, BE(FR), CH, CZ,
FR, IE, NO, SI, SK)

6 countries: ownership, content supply
and operational criteria (BE(FR), CH, CZ,
NO, SI, SK)

2 countries: ownership, operational and
IPR criteria (AT, FR)

1 country: ownership, content supply
and IPR criteria (IE)



Access to events of major importance
(Art. 14 AVMSD)

Twinning Project UA 23 NDICI TE 01 24
Reforming Audiovisual Media Regulation in Ukraine in line with EU standards and international 

best practices

VOLUNTARY



Access to events of major importance
(Art. 14 AVMSD)
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Notified lists
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Austria
Belgium
Denmark
Finland
France

Germany
Hungary
Ireland
Italy
Poland



Dominant notified events
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Summer Olympics
Winter Olympics
Football
Athletics
Basketball
Volleyball
Handball
Cycling

Motor sports
Rugby
Swimming
Tennis
Local events (opera, musical
contests, dance and musical
festivals, official ceremonies
etc)
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