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COMING OF AGE DURING WAR 

YOUTH WORK IN UKRAINE TODAY 

HOW CAN EUROPEAN YOUTH POLICY ADAPT? 

 

A seminar for practitioners supporting the well-being of young people coming of age in 

times of war though human right based youth work and youth policy approaches 

  

 
30 September - 4 October 2024  

European Youth Centre in Strasbourg 

(30 rue Pierre de Coubertin, Strasbourg, France) 

0.1 room 

 

 

 

 

 

PROGRAMME 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

 

 

 

This seminar is organised within the Framework Programme for cooperation in the field of Youth 

Policy between the Council of Europe Youth Department and the Ministry of Youth and Sports of 

Ukraine for 2021-2025 

https://www.coe.int/en/web/youth/eyc-strasbourg
https://www.coe.int/en/web/youth/ukraine
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PROGRAMME  
 
Sunday, 29 September 2024 
 
09:30 Preparatory meeting (team members) 

Arrival of participants 

19:00 Dinner 

20:30 Welcome evening 

 

Monday, 30 September 2024 
 
09:00 Registration  

09:30 Welcoming by the Council of Europe and the Ministry of Youth and Sports of Ukraine, with 

- Rui GOMES, Head of Education, Training and Cooperation, Youth Department 

- Clementina BARBARO, Head of Youth Policy, Youth Department 

- Andriy CHESNOKOV, Deputy Minister  

- Anna ARANZHII, Programme Manager, Youth Department  
 

10:00 Getting to know each other. Situating participants in the theme of the seminar 

 
11:00 Break 

11:30 Setting the ground for working together. Introduction to the programme and expectations 
for the seminar  

 
13:00 Lunch  
 

14:30 Building a common understanding of basic concepts for the seminar 

 

16:00 Break 
 
16:30 Coming of age during war: experiences of participants from their specific contexts  
 
18:00 Debriefing of the day 
 
19:00 Dinner 
 

 
Tuesday, 1 October 2024 
 
09:30 Introduction to the standards and practices of the Council of Europe in human rights 

informed youth policy.  
 
11:00 Walk and talk: What questions do we have about the connection between the standards of 

the Council of Europe and my work?   

11:30 Arrival to the Council of Europe Palace of Europe 

Introduction to the mission of the Council of Europe  
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12:00 Attendance of the Parliamentary Assembly fourth part of the 2024 Ordinary Session 
Address by Alain BERSET, Secretary General of the Council of Europe 

13:00 Departure to the European Youth Centre, Strasbourg  

13:30 Lunch  

14:30 Debriefing on the visit to the Palais: Council of Europe standards for multipliers working with 

young people coming of age during the Russian Federation’s war of aggression against 
Ukraine 

 
15:00 Exchange with Yevheniia KRAVCHUK, Chairperson of the PACE Sub-Committee on Youth 

and the Society of the Future and the Permanent Representation of Ukraine to the Council 
of Europe  

 
16:00 Break 

16:30 Situations and realities of the young people that participants work with 
 
18:00 Debriefing of the day 
 
19:00 Dinner  

 
Wednesday, 2 October 2024  
 

09:30 Testimonies about the situation, needs and challenges faced by young people coming of 

age during times of war in various contexts, with  

Oleksandr SANCHENKO, Member of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine  
Hakim El HADOUCHI, Co-Founder, NGO TessLab  

 
11:00 Break  
 
11:30 Practices of youth work in addressing the well-being challenges of young people coming of 

age during war 
 
13:00 Lunch  

14:30 Conceptualising youth policy and youth work to address the key needs of young people 
experiencing war and its consequences with Robert Thomson  

16:00 Break 

16:30 Preparation for public event 

17:00 Public event “Coming of age during war – Youth work in Ukraine today: How can European 
youth policy adapt?” with various stakeholders and participants of the seminar 

  

https://pace.coe.int/en/files/33709/html
https://tesslab.fr/
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19:00 Reception with participants and guests at the European Youth Centre 

Thursday, 3 October 2024  
 
09:30  Opening of the day by Tobias FLESSENKEMPER, Head of the Youth Department  

 
Resources and instruments of the Youth Department of the Council of Europe and other 
to support participants in ensuring the young people participation, inclusion, social 
cohesion, and well-being of young people living in the context of war 

 

- Youth policy and advocacy measures with members of Joint Council on Youth: 
Yevheniia FEDOTOVA, Juozas MELDZIUKAS and Jan VANHEE 

- Youth Partnership’s work on well-being and mental health, Lana PASIC, Youth 
Research and Policy Manager (online) 

 
11:00 Break 
 
11:30 Resources and instruments of the Youth Department (cont.) 
 

- Special call of the European Youth Foundation to support young people from Ukraine, 
Mara GEORGESCU, Programme Manager for Youth Organisations and Participation 
in Democratic Life 

- Youth for Democracy in Ukraine project, Maja MICIC-LAZOVIC and Olena 
CHERNYKH, Senior Project Officers 

- International project “Youth work for rehabilitation of young people affected by war” 
(online) 

- Other .. 
 
13:00 Lunch  
 
13:30 Meeting of the Management Committee on cooperation with Ukraine with the members 
 
14:00 Free afternoon for the participants of the seminar 

 
Informal evening in the city of Strasbourg (self organised by the participants of the seminar) 

 

Friday, 4 October 2024 
 
09:00 Working groups  
 

Strategies for improving and sustaining youth policy and youth work responding to the well-
being needs of young people affected by war in general, and the Russian Federation’s war 
of aggression against Ukraine 
 

11:00 Break 
 
11:30 Working groups (cont.), presentation and discussion  
 
13:00 Lunch  
 
14:30 Evaluation of the seminar 
 
16:00 Closing of the seminar, by  

- Andriy CHESNOKOV, Deputy Minister  
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- Yevheniia FEDOTOVA, Juozas MELDZIUKAS and Jan VANHEE, members of Joint 
Council on Youth  

 

Saturday, 5 October 2024 
 
  Departure of participants 

 

ABOUT THE SEMINAR 

The seminar will bring together up to 30 professional practitioners and volunteer working with young 
people of Ukraine to develop their understanding of a human rights-based approach to youth work 
in supporting the well-being of young people coming of age in war conditions. The outcomes of this 
seminar will be reflected in the 4th European Youth Work Convention in May 2025 and the 
Conference of Ministers responsible for Youth in October 2025. 

Objectives of the seminar: 

- To analyse and develop participating stakeholders’ understanding of the challenges and 
needs of young people coming of age in war conditions, notably young people of Ukraine. 

- To map practices of human rights-based youth work that can ensure the participation, 

inclusion and well-being of young people of Ukraine displaced by the war within their country 

or other Council of Europe member states.  

- To familiarise participating stakeholders with the various instruments of the Youth 

Department of the Council of Europe that can support them in ensuring the participation, 

inclusion, social cohesion, and well-being of young people living in the context of war.   

- To explore the role of youth policies in Europe in supporting young people experiencing war 
and its consequence, and in addressing their key needs and challenges, also in the context 
of the EU accession process of Ukraine.  

- To develop ideas and recommendations for sustaining and improving youth work and youth 
policy responses to the negative consequences of the Russian war of aggression on the 
well-being of young people of Ukraine and of war on young people, more broadly.  

 

Participants of the seminar 

This seminar is addressed to youth sector stakeholders concerned with addressing the 
consequences of the Russian war of aggression in Ukraine on the lives of young people, including 
but not limited to: 

1. Youth workers and representatives of youth centres:  
a) working with young people in Ukraine, including but not limited to internally displaced young 

people. 

b) working with young people living outside of Ukraine in other Council of Europe member 

states. 

2. Youth policy makers in Ukraine concerned with addressing the consequences of war on young 
people’s lives through policy and programme development.  

3. Practitioners and policy makers with specialised experience and competences of working with 
young people affected by war from other member states of the Council of Europe.  

 

 

 

https://pjp-eu.coe.int/en/web/youth-partnership/youth-work-convention1
https://www.coe.int/en/web/youth/ministerial-conferences#{%2238711402%22:[1]}
https://www.coe.int/en/web/about-us/our-member-states
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

 

PARTICIPANTS 

 

 

Armenia / Arménie 

Goharik GRIGORYAN 

 

KASA Swiss Humanitarian Foundation 

Croatia / Croatie 

Vanesa LUKAČIN 

 

n/a 

Czechia / Tchéquie 

Barbora ALEXANDROVA  

Tetiana SHEPTUN 

 

Ponton, z.s. NZDM Pixla 

Česká asociace streetwork, z.s. 

Denmark / Danemark 

Iryna ZHARUK 

 

Ukrainian Club in Roskilde, Lviv Oblast Youth 
Cente 

Georgia / Géorgie 

Nino KARANAIA  

 

International Federation of Liberal Youth - IFLRY 

Greece / Grèce 

Alexios GEORGALIS   

 

Boys on the Move 

Italy / Italie 

Thaddée TOULOUSE 

 

Stand with Ukraine, Repair Together, Brave to 
Rebuild 

Portugal 

Bárbara MORAES    

João MATELA 

 

Aventura Social - Associação 

Portuguese Sports and Youth Institute 

Romania / Roumanie 

Irina FIRSA    

 

Fundatia Judeteana pentru Tineret Tulcea / 

Tulcea County Youth Foundation  

Switzerland / Suisse 

Wasel ELGAYAR    

 

Build UP Urban Peace 

  

 

Ukraine 

 

Alona DORONINA War Child 

Arina LUPU n/a 

Anna CHUMAK National Youth Council of Ukraine 

https://kasa.am/hy/
https://ponton.cz/
https://streetwork.cz/kontakty
https://www.youthcenter.lviv.ua/
https://www.youthcenter.lviv.ua/
https://www.iflry.com/
https://eeca.unfpa.org/en/publications/boys-move-older-boys-and-young-men-facilitator-book
https://aventurasocial.com/
https://ipdj.gov.pt/programa-escolhas
https://fjttulcea.ro/
https://www.warchild.net/
https://nycukraine.org/en/
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Ievgeniia BLAZHEVSKA Department of Youth and Sports of the Chernivtsi   
Regional State Administration; NGO “Association 
of Youth Workers of Ukraine” 

Kateryna LEBED    

 

NGO ‘Youth Centre of Volyn’ 

Liliia STEPCHENKO NGO Ukrainian Association of Students; NGO 
“Kebetas” 

Mariia IEMENLIANENKO The European Environment and Health Youth 
Coalition (EEHYC) 

Mariia YAREMIICHUK  All-Ukrainian Youth Center 

Polina SAIUTINA Youth Council of Voznesensk 

Rymma KHANATOVA   “ASSOCIATION OF YOUNG IDPs” 

Sabina TUPIKOVA  
  

Youth Council under the Mayor of Kharkiv 

Svitlana MELNYK    World Organization of the Scout Movement 

Tetiana SMETANIUK  
  

Municipal institution ‘Kamianets-Podilskyi Youth 
Centre’ 

Valerii KRAMARENKO   Kyiv Youth Center 

Viacheslav HOLUB Family, Youth and Sports Department of the 
Chernihiv Regional State Administration 

United Kingdom / Royaume Unie 

Ganna ABDULAKH 

 

Ealing and Hounslow Community Voluntary 
Service 

  

TRAINERS TEAM  

Cihan KILIC   Member of the Youth Department trainers pool, 
consultant with the ”Youth for Democracy in 
Ukraine: phase III” project 

Diana DUBYNSKA  Consultant with the ”Youth for Democracy in 
Ukraine: phase III” project, reporter 

Yarina BORENKO    Member of the Youth Department trainers pool, 

reporter 

 

VERKHOVNA RADA OF UKRAINE 

 

Yevheniia KRAVCHUK Member of the Verkhovna Rada, Chairperson of 
the Sub-Committee on Youth and the Society of 
the Future, Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Council of Europe 

https://www.facebook.com/molodsport4oda
https://yc.volyn.ua/
https://www.instagram.com/kebetas_association
http://www.eehyc.org/
https://auyc.org.ua/
https://www.facebook.com/mradaclub/?locale=ua_UA
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61552059825656
https://www.instagram.com/khmgs/
https://www.scout.org/where-we-work/regions/europe
https://www.facebook.com/groups/403421092752059
https://www.facebook.com/groups/403421092752059
https://www.kyc.kiev.ua/
https://dsms.cg.gov.ua/
http://www.ealingcvs.org.uk/
http://www.ealingcvs.org.uk/
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Oleksandr SANCHENKO Member of the Verkhovna Rada, Council on 
Youth Affairs of the President of Ukraine 

 

GUESTS AND SPEAKERS   

Amirbek KHODIKHUZHAEV 

Hakim El HADOUCHI 

Howard WILLIAMSON  

Robert THOMSON 

Member of NGO TessLab (Strasbourg) 

Co-Founder of NGO TessLab (Strasbourg)  

Professor of European Youth Policy, University of 
South Wales 

Independent Consultant on Youth Work and 
Youth Policy 

Ilaria ZOMER (online) Project coordinator at Centro Studi Sereno Regis 
(Italy) 

 

MINISTRY OF YOUTH AND SPORTS OF UKRAINE 

Andriy CHESNOKOV Deputy Minister 

Borys KOZYR Chief Specialist of the Department of Public 
Relations and Mass Media 

 

COUNCIL OF EUROPE  

 

Joint Council on Youth (CMJ)  

Jan VANHEE Member of the European Steering Committee on 
Youth (CDEJ); European and International Youth 
Policy – EU Youth affairs attaché, Permanent 
representation of Belgium to the EU, General 
Representation of the Government of Flanders 

Juozas MELDZIUKAS Member of the European Steering Committee on 
Youth (CDEJ); Chief Expert, National Youth 
Policy Division, Agency of Youth Affairs, 
Lithuania 
 

Yevheniia FEDOTOVA Member of the Advisory Council on Youth (CCJ); 
Representative of IFLRY – International 
Federation of LiberaL Youth 

Council of Europe office in Ukraine  

Olena CHERNYKH 

 

Senior Project Officer of the "Youth for 
Democracy in Ukraine: Phase III" project  

 

Youth Department 

 

https://tesslab.fr/
https://tesslab.fr/
https://www.iflry.com/
https://www.coe.int/en/web/kyiv/youth-for-democracy-in-ukraine
https://www.coe.int/en/web/kyiv/youth-for-democracy-in-ukraine
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Anna ARANZHII 

Clementina BARBARO 

Lana PASIC (online) 

Maja MICIC-LAZOVIC  

Mara GEORGESCU 

Programme Manager  

Head of Youth Policy 

Youth Research and Policy Manager 

Senior Project Officer 

Programme Manager for Youth Organisations 
and Participation in Democratic Life 

Patrick NORLAIN Programme Assistant  

Rui GOMES Head of Education, Training and Cooperation 

Tobias FLESSENKEMPER Head of Department 

  

 

    

   

  

 


