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The European Committee of the Regions and the Congress of Local and Regional
Authorities of the Council of Europe,

Having regard to Article 305 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,

Having regard to Article 2 of the Statutory Resolution relating to the Congress of Local
and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe,

Having regard to the Memorandum of Understanding between the European Union
and the Council of Europe signed on 23 May 2007, providing the framework for
enhanced cooperation and political dialogue between the two organisations,

Having regard to the decisions of the Bureau of the Congress of Local and Regional
Authorities of the Council of Europe of 2 February 2018 and of the Bureau of the
European Committee of the Regions of 21 March 2018 concerning the present
Cooperation Agreement,

have agreed as follows

I. Objectives

1. The two institutions will cooperate to reinforce local and regional democracy,
devolution and self-government in Europe; to guarantee the respect of established
local and regional competences by national and European authorities; and to
strengthen the citizens confidence in the European values and in democratic
institutions at local, regional, national and European level. In pursuing these objectives,
the two institutions will support each other and jointly promote the ideal of good,
multilevel governance in Europe and beyond.

2. As regards cooperation concerning their member States, both institutions will focus
their cooperation in particular on promoting the principles of the European Charter of
Local Self-Government and their implementation. As regards cooperation concerning
non-EU member States, the two institutions will also focus on the EU’s Eastern
Partnership Programme and the Union for the Mediterranean as well as on areas of
mutual interest with regard to candidate and potential candidate countries for EU
membership.

II. Modalities of the cooperation

The Presidents of the two institutions will address the Plenary Session of the partner
institution every second year in rotation to ensure a high-level annual exchange of
views involving all members.

2. The two institutions establish a high-Level Group composed of the two Presidents, the
First Vice-President and the CIVEX Chairperson of the European Committee of the

Regions, the President of the Congress Chamber of Regions and the President of the

Congress’ Chamber of Local Authorities. Other members of the Committee and of the
Congress can be associated with the work of the High-Level Group as observers.
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2.1.The High-Level Group will meet once a year to take stock of the on-going
cooperation, to define thematic and political priorities for cooperation and to fix
common activities. The agenda of the meeting will be prepared by the two
Secretaries General in consultation with the Presidents.

2.2.The Presidency of the High-Level Group will rotate every year between the two
institutions and is held by the President of the institution. The Vice-Presidency of the
High Level Group is ensured by the President of the institution other than the one
holding the Presidency. The institution holding the Presidency provides the secretariat.

2.3.The High-Level Group will evaluate regularly the development of the cooperation
between the two institutions and give an evaluation report to their respective Bureaux.

2.4.The High-Level Group cannot make binding decisions on behalf of both
institutions.

3. The chairpersons, rapporteurs and secretariats of the Commissions of the European
Committee of the Regions and of the Congress Committees exchange information on
activities of mutual interest. The two institutions will follow each other’s statutory
meetings to ensure a good flow of information.

4. The two institutions will complement each other in partnership without encroaching
on each others competences, and while respecting each others nature and priorities.
The decision on which institution will take the leading role within joint projects will be
based on the specific remits and experiences of both parties.

5. Where appropriate and in matters on which the two institutions share the same
position, they will outline the position of the other institution in their respective texts
to be adopted.

6. The Presidents and Secretaries General institutions will instruct their respective
Secretariats to provide the administrative support and follow-up to the provisions
mentioned above and make sure that common activities are carried out in an
appropriate way.

Ill. Financial provisions

The present agreement does not imply financial engagements other than the ones
taken respectively by the two institutions according to their internal rules.

IV. Revision of the Cooperation Agreement

The present Cooperation Agreement can be revised by mutual agreement at the ini
tiative of one of the two institutions.

Done in Strasbourg, on 27 March 2018

Forth o gressof Local and Regional

Gudrun Mosler-Tornstrom
President

For the European Committee of the Regions
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