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Violence is arguably the most common form of violation of human rights, 

affecting probably all human beings, directly or indirectly. Young people are as

exposed to violence as the rest of society, but are more vulnerable to it and its 

consequences. The need to associate young people with the promotion of a 

culture of human rights and a non-violent society is at the root of the Human

Rights Education Youth Programme.

A key element of this Programme, the activity "Learning from Violence - a

Symposium on Youth Policy Responses to Everyday Violence" took place in the

European Youth Centre Budapest in October 2002. The Symposium brought

together youth and social workers, researchers and experts, representatives of

NGOs, local and public authorities, politicians and policy-makers. The 

programme enabled participants to identify and discuss youth policy responses to

everyday violence, and to make recommendations related to the issue for local,

national and European youth policies. 

In this report Ingrid Ramberg analyses the issues related to youth and violence as

raised at the Symposium, and presents the recommendations produced.

The Council of Europe has forty-five member states, covering virtually

the entire continent of Europe. It seeks to develop common democratic

and legal principles based on the European Convention on Human

Rights and other reference texts on the protection of individuals. Ever

since it was founded in 1949, in the aftermath of the second world war,

the Council of Europe has symbolised reconciliation.
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