
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUMMARIES OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE TREATIES 

The summaries available hereunder are designed to meet a practical need, that of supplying the public at large 

with concise descriptions of the Council of Europe treaties. The summaries are necessarily short and can 

therefore only give a first introduction to the main features of each treaty. 

 

Subject-matter: MINORITIES 

 

European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages (ETS No. 148), open for signature, in Strasbourg, on 

5 November 1992. 

Entry into force:  1 March 1998. 

This treaty aims to protect and promote the historical regional or minority languages of Europe. It was adopted, 

on the one hand, in order to maintain and to develop the Europe's cultural traditions and heritage, and on the 

other, to respect an inalienable and commonly recognised right to use a regional or minority language in private 

and public life. 

First, it enunciates objectives and principles that Parties undertake to apply to all the regional or minority 

languages spoken within their territory: respect for the geographical area of each language; the need for 

promotion; the facilitation and/or encouragement of the use of regional or minority languages in speech and 

writing, in public and private life (by appropriate measures of teaching and study, by transnational exchanges 

for languages used in identical or similar form in other States). 

Further, the Charter sets out a number of specific measures to promote the use of regional or minority languages 

in public life. These measures cover the following fields: education, justice, administrative authorities and public 

services, media, cultural activities and facilities, economic and social activities and transfrontier exchanges. 

Each Party undertakes to apply a minimum of thirty-five paragraphs or sub-paragraphs chosen from among 

these measures, including a number of compulsory measures chosen from a "hard core". Moreover, each Party 

has to specify in its instrument of ratification, acceptance or approval, each regional or minority language, or 

official language which is less widely used in the whole or part of its territory, to which the paragraphs chosen 

shall apply. 

Enforcement of the Charter is under control of a committee of experts which periodically examines reports 

presented by the Parties. 

 
* * * 

 
Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities (ETS No. 157), open for signature, in 

Strasbourg, on 1 February 1995. 

Entry into force:  1 February 1998. 

The Convention is the first legally binding multilateral instrument concerned with the protection of national 

minorities in general. Its aim is to protect the existence of national minorities within the respective territories of 

the Parties. The Convention seeks to promote the full and effective equality of national minorities by creating 

appropriate conditions enabling them to preserve and develop their culture and to retain their identity. 

The Convention sets out principles relating to persons belonging to national minorities in the sphere of public 

life, such as freedom of peaceful assembly, freedom of association, freedom of expression, freedom of thought, 

conscience and religion, and access to the media, as well as in the sphere of freedoms relating to language, 

education, transfrontier co-operation, etc. 
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