
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUMMARIES OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE TREATIES 

The summaries available hereunder are designed to meet a practical need, that of supplying the public at large 

with concise descriptions of the Council of Europe treaties. The summaries are necessarily short and can 

therefore only give a first introduction to the main features of each treaty. 

 

Subject-matter: CORRUPTION 

 

Criminal Law Convention on Corruption (ETS No. 173), open for signature, in Strasbourg, on 27 January 

1999. 

Entry into force:  1 July 2002. 

The Criminal Law Convention on Corruption is an ambitious instrument aiming at the co-ordinated 

criminalisation of a large number of corrupt practices. It also provides for complementary criminal law measures 

and for improved international co-operation in the prosecution of corruption offences. The Convention is open 

to the accession of non-member States. Its implementation will be monitored by the "Group of States against 

Corruption - GRECO", which started functioning on 1st May 1999. As soon as they ratify it, States which do not 

already belong to GRECO will automatically become members. 

The Convention is wide-ranging in scope, and complements existing legal instruments. It covers the following 

forms of corrupt behaviour normally considered as specific types of corruption 

• active and passive bribery of domestic and foreign public officials; 

• active and passive bribery of national and foreign parliamentarians and of members of international 

parliamentary assemblies; 

• active and passive bribery in the private sector; 

• active and passive bribery of international civil servants; 

• active and passive bribery of domestic, foreign and international judges and officials of international 

courts; 

• active and passive trading in influence; 

• money-laundering of proceeds from corruption offences; 

• accounting offences (invoices, accounting documents, etc.) connected with corruption offences. 

States are required to provide for effective and dissuasive sanctions and measures, including deprivation of 

liberty that can lead to extradition. Legal entities will also be liable for offences committed to benefit them, and 

will be subject to effective criminal or non-criminal sanctions, including monetary sanctions. 

The Convention also incorporates provisions concerning aiding and abetting, immunity, criteria for determining 

the jurisdiction of States, liability of legal persons, the setting up of specialised anti-corruption bodies, protection 

of persons collaborating with investigating or prosecuting authorities, gathering of evidence and confiscation of 

proceeds. It provides for enhanced international co-operation (mutual assistance, extradition and the provision 

of information) in the investigation and prosecution of corruption offences. 

 
* * * 

 
  

https://www.coe.int/web/conventions/full-list?module=treaty-detail&treatynum=173


Civil Law Convention on Corruption (ETS No. 174), open for signature, in Strasbourg, on 4 November 1999. 

Entry into force:  1 November 2003. 

It is the first attempt to define common international rules in the field of civil law and corruption. It requires 

Contracting Parties to provide in their domestic law "for effective remedies for persons who have suffered 

damage as a result of acts of corruption, to enable them to defend their rights and interests, including the 

possibility of obtaining compensation for damage" (art.1). 

The Convention is divided into three chapters, they cover: measures to be taken at national level, international 

co-operation and monitoring of implementation) and final clauses. In ratifying the Convention, the States 

undertake to incorporate its principles and rules into their domestic law, taking into account their own particular 

circumstances. 

The Convention deals with: 

• compensation for damage; 

• liability (including State liability for acts of corruption committed by public officials); 

• contributory negligence: reduction or disallowance of compensation, depending on the circumstances; 

• validity of contracts; 

• protection of employees who report corruption; 

• clarity and accuracy of accounts and audits; 

• acquisition of evidence; 

• court orders to preserve the assets necessary for the execution of the final judgment and for the 

maintenance of the status quo pending resolution of the points at issue; 

• international co-operation. 

The Group of States against Corruption (GRECO) will monitor commitments entered into under the Convention 

by the States Party. 

 
* * * 

 
Additional Protocol to the Criminal Law Convention on Corruption (ETS No. 191), open for signature, in 
Strasbourg, on 15 May 2003. 
 
Entry into force:  1 February 2005. 
 
This Protocol extends the scope of the Convention (ETS No. 173) to arbitrators in commercial, civil and other 
matters, as well as to jurors, thus complementing the Convention’s provisions aimed at protecting judicial 
authorities from corruption. Parties to the Convention will have to adopt the necessary measures to establish, 
as criminal offences, the active and passive bribery of domestic and foreign arbitrators and jurors. 
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