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PRELIMINARY NOTE: SUMMARY OF DECISIONS TAKEN

1. The Standing Committee held its 23" meeting from 1 to 4 December 2003 in Strasbourg. The list
of participants and the agenda appear in appendices 1 and 2 to this document.

2. In accordance with Article 14, paragraph 1, the Standing Committee followed the application of
the Convention and it elected Mrs Ilona Jepsen (Latvia), Chair, and Mrs Véronique Herrenschmidt
(France), Vice-Chair. Mr Patrick Van Klaveren (Monaco) is still member of the Bureau.

3. The Committee decided unanimously to invite the following non-member states to attend its
24 meeting: Algeria, Belarus, Cape Verde, Holy See, Kazakhstan, Kyrghystan, Mauritania, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan.

4. The Committee adopted the following recommendations and declarations:
» Recommendation No. 99 (2003) on the European Strategy on Invasive Alien Spe (appendix 3);

» Recommendation No. 100 (2003) on conservation of large carnivores in the Carpathians
(appendix 4);

» Recommendation No. 101 (2003) on the implementation of the Pan-Alpine Conservation Strategy
for the Lynx (PACS) (appendix 5);

» Recommendation No. 102 (2003) on the Strategy on the European Bison (Bison bonasus)
(appendix 6);

» Recommendation No. 103 (2003) on five new Action Plans for most threatened birds in the
Convention’s area (appendix 7);

» Recommendation No. 104 (2003) on the conservation of the Spur-thighed tortoise Testudo graeca
graeca in Spain (appendix 8);

» Recommendation No. 105 (2003) on the conservation of the Nile soft-shelled turtle Trionyx
triunguis in Turkey (appendix 9);

» Recommandation No. 106 (2003) on the conservation of the Aesculapian snake Elaphe longissima
(appendix 10);

» Recommandation No. 107 (2003) on the Odelouca Dam (Portugal) (appendix 11);
» Recommandation No. 108 (2003) on the proposed construction of the ‘Via Baltica’ (Poland)
(appendix 12).

5. The Committee requested the Secretariat to forward the recommendations above to the Committee
of Ministers of the Council of Europe for communication to the governments of all Council of Europe
member states and other Parties to the Bern Convention.

6. The Committee approved a work programme and budget for the year 2004, for a total amount of
344,900 € using around 120,000 € provided by the Council of Europe, and a reserve of some 10,000 €
remaining from non-spent voluntary contributions. Parties are expected to provide with new voluntary
contributions in 2004. (appendix 13).

7. The Committee decided to hold its 24™ meeting from 29 November to 3 December 2004.

8. The Committee decided to celebrate the 25™ anniversary of the opening for signature of the
Convention on 30 November 2004.
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PART | - OPENING

1. Opening of the meeting and adoption of the agenda

Relevant documents: ~ T-PVS (2003) 1 Draft agenda
T-PVS (2003) 20 Annotated draft agenda

The Chair, Mrs Ilona Jepsen, opened the 23™ meeting of the Standing Committee and welcomed
participants (list in appendix 1 to this report).

Several delegations requested that the points on the killing of birds in Cyprus and on the military
antennae in Cyprus be subjects of discussion under “items for information”. It was so decided.

The agenda was adopted as it appears in appendix 2 to this report.

The Chair gave the floor to the Director General of Education, Culture and Heritage, Youth and
Sport, Mr Bendik Rugaas, who delivered a welcoming address. He emphasised the strength of the
Convention and the way in which it positively integrates its work with world biodiversity
programmes, in particular those of the Convention on Biological Diversity. The Director of Culture
and Cultural and Natural Heritage, Mrs Catherine Roth, stressed the synergy that existed between the
work of the convention and other sectors of the Directorate. She thought that Nature and Culture were
working in harmony in the service of sustainable development. She told the Committee that the
European Landscape Convention, signed in Florence in 2000, would enter into force in April 2004.

2. Chairman’s report and communications from the delegations and from the
Secretariat

Relevant documents:  T-PVS (2003) 4 and 21 Reports of the Bureau meetings of April 2003 and September 2003

The Chair informed the Committee that the Convention had successfully achieved its programme
of activities for 2003, developing in particular innovative work in issues such as Invasive Alien
Species and conservation of Large Carnivores. She informed the Committee that she had attended
several meetings in her capacity as Chair, including a nature conservation congress held in Moscow,
where the possible accession by Russia to the convention had been discussed. She thought that it would
be useful to step up awareness-building efforts aimed at better explaining how the convention worked.

She thanked States that had made voluntary contributions to Convention activities.

The Delegate of Senegal reminded the participants that African States were interested in extending
the convention to the countries south of the Sahara.

The representative of the Bonn Convention presented the activities of that convention [see document
T-PVS/Inf (2003) 23].

The Delegate of Ukraine notified the Committee that Poland had signed the Convention on the
protection and sustainable development of the Carpathians.

The Delegate of Hungary informed the Committee that a meeting on the hamster had been held
recently in Budapest. The next meeting would be held in Strasbourg in 2004.

The Delegate of Burkina Faso reported on the progress made by the convention in his State.

The representative of the Secretariat outlined the work carried out in 2003 and thanked the
countries which had supported the convention by hosting meetings or making voluntary contributions.
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PART Il - MONITORING AND IMPLEMENTATION OF LEGAL ASPECTS

3. Monitoring of the implementation of the legal aspects of the Convention

3.1. Swedish proposal of Amendment of Appendix | (33 species of Fungi)

Relevant documents: ~ T-PVS (2001) 34 rev.2 Datasheets of threatened fungi candidates to Appendix I
T-PVS/Inf (2003) 3 Comments by states to proposal on fungi

The Secretariat informed the Committee that Sweden had withdrawn its proposal for amendment
of Appendix I of the Convention concerning fungi.

The Delegate of Sweden regretted that the proposal had not received the backing of the majority of
European Union States and expressed the hope that it would be possible for the Committee to consider
revised proposals concerning fungi in the near future.

The delegation of Norway, backed by the delegations of Slovenia, Switzerland, Hungary, Estonia,
"the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia" and the Journées européennes du Cortinaire (European
Council of the Conservation of Fungi), regretted that the proposal had been withdrawn and emphasised
the quality of the work carried out by the specialist bodies.

The Delegate of Switzerland thought it disappointing not to be able to amend the Appendices of the
convention as had been the case in the past.

The Chair thanked Sweden and also expressed the hope that the convention might be permitted to
evolve.

3.2. Biennial reports (1999-2000 and 2001-2002) concerning exceptions made to Articles 4,
5,6,70r8

Relevant documents: ~ T-PVS/Inf (2002) 36 Biennial Reports 1999-2000
T-PVS/Inf (2003) 21 Biennial Reports 2001-2002
T-PVS/Inf (2003) 9 Form for Biennial Reports

The Secretariat presented biennial reports that had been received. Some of the reports had arrived too
late to be distributed at the meeting.

The Committee took note of the reports presented.

* Jtems for information:

—  T-PVS/Inf(2003) ... Report on the implementation of the Convention in the United Kingdom (Draft)

The Secretariat informed the Committee that the 1* draft of the above mentioned report had been
completed by the consultant and the document was being examined by the UK government to check
possible inaccuracies.
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PART Il -MONITORING OF SPECIES AND HABITATS

4. Monitoring of Species and Habitats and report to SBSTTA meetings

4.1.Invasive Alien Species. Reports from the Group of experts. European Strategy on 1AS

Relevant documents: T-PVS (2003) 7 Draft European Strategy on Invasive Alien Species
T-PVS (2003) 6 Report of the Group of Experts on IAS
T-PVS (2003) 14 Draft Recommendation on the European Strategy for [AS
T-PVS/Inf (2003) 4 Bern Convention Action on IAS
T-PVS/Inf (2003) 6 Conclusion on Symposium on IAS on Portuguese and Spanish islands
T-PVS/Inf (2003) 22 Conclusion on Conference on IAS in Moldova

The Group of Experts on Invasive Alien Species met on 19 and 20 June 2003 and examined the
second draft of the European Strategy on IAS (T-PVS (2002) 8 rev.), proposing some further changes.
The Secretariat informed the Committee that the draft presented reflected well the comments made by
the group and that such version was a most useful guide for government action on this field. The
Consultants, Mr Genovesi and Mrs Shine, presented the two points still undecided — left in brackets -:

» The objectives: the final formulation decided by the Committee was the following: “The Strategy
promotes... co-operative efforts throughout Europe to prevent or minimise adverse impacts of
invasive alien species (1AS) on Europe’s biodiversity, as well as its consequences for the economy
and human health and well-being”;

» Chapter 6.2 — Aims: the final formulation decided by the Committee was: “The time ... the
development of contingency plans for eradicating newly detected alien species, except those
recognised as low risk”.

The Committee accepted also minor changes proposed by Germany and Norway, which will be
incorporated in the final text of the Strategy.

A number of delegations (Iceland, Denmark, Hungary, Belgium, Portugal, Italy, Slovakia, France
and Switzerland) expressed satisfaction with the final text of the Strategy and noted the importance to
develop further work on this field.

Switzerland noted that a full implementation of the actions suggested requires very important
resources.

The Slovak Republic supported the strategy though expressed need for cross-sectorial co-
ordination and high financing measures.

France said that account had to be taken of the particular adaptations that would be required to
make the strategy applicable to its overseas départements.

The Committee endorsed the European Strategy on Invasive Alien Species as amended and adopted
a recommendation on the European Strategy on Invasive Alien Species (appendix 3 to this report).

The delegate of Moldova presented the Conclusions of the Regional Workshop on IAS held in
Chisinau in October 2003.

4.2.Seminar on Large Carnivores in the Carpathians, follow-up of Iberian Iynx
conservation, lynx in the Alps and information from LCIE work

Relevant documents:  T-PVS/Inf (2003) 1 Bern Convention Action on large carnivores 1998-2002
- Large Carnivores in the Carpathians
Relevant document: ~ T-PVS (2003) 5 Report on Seminar on Large Carnivores in the Carpathians

A Seminar was held on Poiana Brasov (Romania) from 12-14 June 2003, in collaboration with LCIE
and Romania conservation authorities.
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At the Seminar the status of Carpathian populations of Large Carnivores was analysed and proposals
made for the elaboration of a Carpathian Action Plan for Large Carnivores. At the Seminar a draft
recommendation was prepared on the conservation of Large Carnivores in the Carpathians.

The representative of LCIE, Mr Christoph Promberger presented the main findings of the Seminar,
noting in particular the need to manage large carnivores at a regional scale. A large carnivore
conservation Programme in the Carpathians is being launched, which includes a number of model field
projects to be financed. This programme will be a joint initiative of LCIE, the Bern Convention, the
Carpathian Convention and WWF-Danube and Carpathian programme.

The Committee took note with interest of the report of the Seminar and invited Carpathian states to
collaborate to promote conservation of large carnivores in the region.

The Committee adopted a recommendation on conservation of large carnivores in the Carpathians
(appendix 4).

- lberian lynx

Relevant documents:  T-PVS/Inf (2003) 5 Iberian Lynx Report (March visit)
T-PVS/Inf (2003) 27 Iberian Lynx Report (October visit)

An International Committee for the follow-up of Iberian Lynx Conservation Action was created in
2002 in the framework of the Convention. It is formed by the World Conservation Union / Species
Survival Commission (IUCN/SSC), the Large Carnivore Initiative for Europe (LCIE) and the
Secretariat. The International Committee carried out two visits to Spain in March and October.

Ms Olszanska, from LCIE, presented the reports of the visits of the International Committee. Much
progress has been accomplished in the last year, notably on habitat conservation, supplementary feeding
and recovery of rabbit populations in key-sites. The situation of the species was still critical but the new
agreement between the Ministry of Environment of Spain and the Junta of Andalucia had permitteed to
relaunch on more solid basis the captive breeding programme, so the situation was more hopeful.

The delegate of Spain detailed all the many conservation work developed by the central government,
the regional government and private initiatives, both on monitoring, on management agreements, habitat
improvement and rabbit recovery. His government was very decisively committed to the conservation of
this species and had welcomed the visits and input of the International Committee created under the
Convention.

Portugal noted that the species was in a very critical state in her country, where no breeding had been
detected in the last 5 years. A national action plan was to be adopted soon. Collaboration with Spain
needed to be continued.

The Secretariat stressed that this was an issue where Bern Convention involvement had been
significant to improve co-ordination and collaboration among different stakeholders and thanked LCIE
and IUCN - in particular Mr Breitenmoser — for their invaluable help.

The Committee took note of the information presented, congratulated the Spanish and Andalusian
conservation authorities for the excellent work carried out, encouraged the authorities and other
stakeholders to continue efforts in the same direction and wished success for the captive breeding
programme and in Situ action.

- Lynxin the Alps
Relevant documents:  T-PVS (2003) 9 Draft Recommendation on Conservation of Lynx in the Alps
T-PVS/Inf (2003) 10 Proceedings of the Conference on Lynx in the Alps (SCALP)

The 2™ Conference on the status and conservation of the Alpine Lynx Population (SCALP) was held
from 7 to 9 May 2003 in Amden (Switzerland), co-organised by the Swiss conservation authorities and
KORA.
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Mr Breitenmoser made a presentation on the states and trends of lynx in the Alps in the last 9 years,
noting in particular its extension to South French Alps, and the disappearance of the species from the
Italian Central Alps and the new introductions to the East of Switzerland. He stressed the need to
advance towards a co-ordinated management of the whole Alpine population.

The delegates of Austria and Germany made comments regarding their states. Austrian population of
lynx is not well-known. Germany has no lynx in the German Alps and is focussing lynx conservation
action in Lower Saxony and Bavaria.

The Committee took note of the proceedings of the Seminar and adopted a recommendation on the
implementation of the Pan-Alpine conservation strategy for lynx (PACS) as presented in appendix 5.

4.3. Strategy on the European bison

Relevant documents:  T-PVS/Inf (2003) 20 Action Plan on the European Bison
T-PVS (2003) 16 Draft Recommendation on the Action Plan on the European bison.

The representative of Large Herbivore Initiative (LHI), Mr Baerselman, presented a draft Action
Plan on the European Bison.

The delegates of Poland, Ukraine and Slovakia welcomed the document presented and noted that
this species is in need of much conservation attention and requires some funding for specific projects.
The delegates of Latvia and Lithuania proposed corrections in the document.

The delegate of Ukraine noted that the document could be improved by better identifying actions
that need to be taken, in line with the guidelines adopted by the Standing Committee on its
Recommendation No. 59 (1997) on the Drafting and Implementation of Action Plans of Wild Fauna.

The Committee decided to change the title of the document presented to “European bison (Bison
bonasus) current state of the species and strategy for its conservation” and requested LHI to prepare, for
its next meeting, an Appendix with suggested action.

The Committee took note with satisfaction of the Strategy on the European bison as amended.

The Committee adopted a recommendation on the conservation of the European bison (see
appendix 6).

4.4, Birds. Impact of wind farms and electric lines. 5 new action plans

Relevant documents:  T-PVS (2003) 11 Draft recommendation on minimising adverse effects of wind power generation on
birds
T-PVS (2003) 13 Draft recommendation on protecting birds from powerlines
T-PVS/Inf (2003) 12 Impact on windfarms on birds and precautionary measures
T-PVS/Inf(2003) 15 Protecting birds on powerlines

The Consultant, Mrs Langton (BirdLife), presented an update of the report on the effects of
windfarms on birds.

The Secretariat presented a draft recommendation on this issue.

Several delegations (Norway, Monaco, Slovenia, Switzerland, Iceland, Slovenia, Ukraine, Czech
Republic, Croatia and Senegal) noted the importance of environmental-friendly energy productions, the
great interest of the exercise and the urgency in having very soon clear guidelines on site location and on
criteria on EIA for windfarms. Those states supported the draft recommendation and wished it adopted.

Norway expressed reservation about the need for a full year of ornithological investigations in all
cases prior to construction of windfarms and powerlines.

Italy, in the name of the European Community, expressed the unanimous appreciations of EU
Member States for the work done, but considered necessary to circulate more widely the draft
recommendation to agencies with responsabilities in the field, so it proposed to delay the discussion of
the draft recommendation to the next meeting of the Committee.
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The delegate of Switzerland said that the internal political processes of the European Union — with
which they were now well acquainted — should not be allowed to impede the dynamic process of
conservation in Europe, which was developing in accordance with the Rio and Johannesburg
principles and the requirements of relevant international agreements such as the biological diversity
convention, Ramsar, the migratory species convention and other international and regional
agreements.

The Committee decided to postpone until its next meeting the discussion of this draft
recommendation and on the one concerning protection on birds from powerlines.

The Committee instructed the Secretariat to amend the recommendation concerning windfarms to
include effects on bats and marine mammals and to circulate the technical documents and the draft
recommendations for comments from the Parties.

The Consultant, Mr Nipkow (BirdLife), presented the report on protection of birds from powerlines.

The Committee encouraged Parties to use the technical information provided in both reports and to
circulate those documents widely so that they may be effectively used as a source of inspiration for at the
national level.

- 5new Action Plans

Relevant documents: T-PVS/Inf (2003) 13, 14, 16, 17, 18, 19 Action Plans for Circus macrourus, Glareola nordmanni,
Chettusia gregaria, Gallinago media, Emberiza cineracea
T-PVS (2003) 15 Draft Recommendation on 5 new Action Plans for globally threatened species

Five new Action Plans for Circus macrourus, Glareola nordmanni, Chettusia gregaria, Gallinago
media, Emberiza cineracea were presented by Mr Gallo-Orsi, representing BirdLife International.

Parties were encouraged to send to BirdLife possible factual corrections by 20 January 2004.

The Committee took note of the Action Plans presented. The Committee adopted a recommendation
on 5 new Action Plans for globally threatened species (appendix 7).

4.5. Group of Experts on Conservation of Amphibians and Reptiles
Relevant document: ~ T-PVS (2003) 18 Report of Group of Experts on Amphibians and Reptiles

The Group of Experts met close to Ravlunda (Skane, Sweden), from 26 to 27 September 2003. The
Chair of the Group, Mr Richard Podloucky (Germany), presented the report of the Group of Experts,
calling the attention of the Committee in particular on urgent cases requesting conservation measures by
governments.

There were, in particular:
- Coluber gyarosensis in Gyaros (Greece)

The situation of this species is very uncertain, as it has a very small distribution area, i.e. the island
of Gyaros, which is a military area, and is likely to be greatly vulnerable due to some other human
impacts.

The delegate of Greece stated that only a month ago some written reference information on this
species was given to her by the SEH representative. This information will be used for contacting, as
appropriate, the pertinent authorities.

- Hoparegion in Turkey
This is an area of extreme herpetile interest which lacks appropriate protection.

The delegate from Turkey recalled her report presented at the meeting of the Group of Experts and
noted that a number of wildlife protection projects are being carried out in North-Eastern of Turkey
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which has many protected areas. Three of them are National Parks which they were presented during the
Herpeto-Fauna Experts meeting in Malmo (26-27 September 2003). There are a lot of protected areas as
a called “Nature Protected Park” and “The area of Wildlife Conservation”. There are a lot of projects
which have been carried out. One of them is called “GEF-II Project”. Results of this project will be
adopted this mentioned area in Turkey.

- Ranalessonae in Norway
Only one breeding population remains, on just two relatively closed ponds.

The delegate of Norway assured the Committee that such species (in the Norwegian Red List) was
being closely monitored, was reproducing successfully and their two populations to be out of danger
(after removal of a trout that had decimated tadpoles in one of the ponds).

- Elaphe longissima

The delegates of the Czech Republic and Germany gave detailed information of the status of Elaphe
longissima and the actions already taken in their states.

The Committee took note of the report of the Group of Experts. The Committee took note of list of
species that required European or national Action plans and thanked Sweden for organising the meeting
of the Group. The Committee adopted three recommendations on Testudo graeca graeca in Spain
(appendix 8), Trionyx triunguis in Turkey (appendix 9), and Elaphe longissima in Austria, Czech
Republic, Germany and Ukraine (appendix 10).

4.6. Group of Experts on Conservation of Invertebrates

Relevant document: ~ T-PVS (2003) 17 Report of Group of Experts on Invertebrates

The Group of Experts (co-organised with EIS and the UK Government) met in Cardiff on
6 September 2003. The Chair of the Group, Mr Yves Gonseth (Switzerland), presented the results of the
meeting, noting in particular the need to draft and implement a mid-term strategy for conservation of
Invertebrates in Europe.

This strategy will held guide conservation action by governments and will set up long-term goals for
the work of the Group of Experts. A small group of people could be charged to prepare such document to
be examined and adopted by the Standing Committee. Mr Gonseth noted the very important role of the
Bern Convention in promoting conservation of invertebrates in Europe and wished that important role be
maintained and re-inforced.

The Committee took note with satisfaction of the report of the Group of Experts and encouraged
Parties to collaborate in the preparation of the Strategy.

4.7. Habitats: setting up of ecological networks, Emerald Network

Relevant documents: T-PVS (2003) 22 + 22 addendum Report of Emerald Network Group of Experts
T-PVS/Emeraude (2003) 12 Update of Map of Biogeographical Regions
T-PVS (2003) 8 Information Document on the Emerald Network

The Secretariat presented a progress report on the activities of the Emerald Network and its pilot
projects programme, which had been extended in 2003 to an African Contracting Party, Senegal, taking
the number of countries having implemented a pilot project to 23.

The Secretariat reported on the discussions held within the framework of the meeting of the Emerald
Network Group of Experts in Dubrovnik on 14 and 15 October 2003, jointly with the meeting of the
Committee of experts of the Pan-European Ecological Network.
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These discussions concerned in particular:

A\

amendments to the map of biogeographical regions requested by the Czech Republic, Georgia,
Lithuania and Slovakia and explained in detail in the addendum to T-PVS/Emerald (2003) 22;

» Croatia's request to add to the current map a specific region for the Mediterranean Sea and, possibly,
the whole of Europe's marine area;

» the request for the possible preparation of an indicative map for African — particularly sub-
Saharan — Contracting Parties.

The opening of lists of species and habitats [Resolutions no. 6 (1998) and no. 4 (1996)] to marine
species and habitats was also raised at the meeting.

The Secretariat also mentioned the proposal, presented at the meeting of the Group of Experts, to
hold a specific meeting, on a date to be agreed, on the development of the Emerald Network in Africa
and the preparation of a map of biogeographical regions specific to Africa.

The representative of the European Commission pointed out that activities on marine species and
habitats were already in progress within the specific working group of the Commission's Habitats
committee and it might be advisable to await publication of that working group's report before drawing
up specific proposals for the Emerald Network.

The Standing Committee took note of these different proposals, adopted the amendments presented
by the Czech Republic, Georgia, Lithuania and the Slovak Republic to the existing Map of
biogeographical regions and expressed satisfaction with the development of the Emerald Network.

4.8. Workshop on Marine and Coastal Biological Diversity and input into COP-7 of CBD

Relevant documents: Dubrovnik (2003) 02 Final Declaration — Symposium “Marine and Coastal Biodiversity and Protected
Areas”
T-PVS/Inf (2002) 3 Conservation of marine and coastal biodiversity in the Mediterranean and the
Black Seas
T-PVS/Inf (2002) 32 Conservation of marine and coastal biodiversity in the Atlantic and Baltic Seas

The Secretariat presented the Final Declaration of the 4th International Symposium of the Pan-
European Ecological Network on "Marine and Coastal Biodiversity and Protected Areas" held in
Dubrovnik (Croatia) on 16 and 17 October 2004 at the invitation of the Croatian authorities. The
Symposium followed on from the World Summit held in Johannesburg (September 2002) and the
Ministerial conference "An environment for Europe" in Kyiv (May 2003) in the sphere of networks of
protected areas, particularly in the marine environment.

The Final Declaration presented a number of recommendations to governments and called for
improved coordination and cooperation for the conservation of marine and coastal biodiversity. In
particular the text recommended setting up an informal platform of dialogue, which could meet on a
regular basis, every two to three years, and a liaison mechanism for exchange between all the
interested parties.

The Final Declaration was to be presented for approval to the Pan-European Biological and
Landscape Diversity Strategy Council in Madrid in January 2004, with a view to its possible
forwarding to the 7th meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the CBD in Kuala Lumpur
(Malaysia) in February 2004, as part of the Europe region's contribution to the proceedings of the
Conference in the sphere of protected areas and as a significant example of cooperation between the
different institutions in this domain.

The delegate of Monaco and the Executive Secretariat of ACCOBAMS confirmed their backing
for the dialogue process launched by the Symposium and called on other countries to help set up the
above-mentioned platform of dialogue.

The Standing Committee asked to be informed of progress on activities to protect marine species
and habitats.
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The Chair stressed the interest of this Symposium of Dubrovnik, particularly as a discussion
forum for representatives of international initiatives and relevant conventions in the field of marine
and coastal biodiversity. The Committee expressed satisfaction with this initiative.

* Jtems for information:

- T-PVS/Inf (2003) 8 Fifty datasheets of European flora in need of conservation measures
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PART IV — MONITORING OF SPECIFIC SITES AND POPULATIONS

5. Specific sites and populations
5.1. Files

- Akamas Peninsula (Cyprus)

Relevant documents: ~ T-PVS/Files (2003) 21 Secretariat report
T-PVS /Files (2003) 17 Government report
T-PVS/Files (2003) 8 Report by the NGOs

This case concerns plans to develop for tourism the Peninsula of Akamas, with detrimental effect on
an ecologically valuable area with many rare plant and animal species protected under the Convention.

This case was first discussed at the 16" meeting of the Standing Committee (1996). At its
17™ meeting the Standing Committee adopted Recommendation No. 63 (1997) on the conservation of
the Akamas peninsula. At subsequent meetings (18", 19"™ and 20™), the Standing Committee urged the
Government of Cyprus to implement all points in the recommendation, so as to secure the ecological
balance of the area and to advance towards the declaration of a National Park for the Akamas peninsula,
and expressed frustration on the lack of progress of this issue. Important beaches for marine turtle
nesting remain unprotected and are threatened by development. At its 22™ meeting (2002) the Standing
Committee requested once more Cyprus to comply with the terms of Recommendation No. 63 (1997).

The delegate of Cyprus reiterated its desire and firm commitment to take adequate decisions
regarding the Akamas peninsula, one example being its preparation of a detailed management plan. It
informed the Committee that the process of designating Akamas and Limni for Natura 2000 was under
way. Consultation would be organised with the municipalities.

The representative of the Cyprus Conservation Foundation pointed out that the report presented by
the government did not contain any real management plan as requested by the Committee’s previous
meeting, and stated that even that part of Akamas proposed for designation as a Natura 2000 site is very
limited. Since protective measures have not yet been put in place, while previous illegalities on the
Akamas coast continue, she called on the Committee to keep the file open and to request of the Cyprus
government that it fully implements the Recommendation No. 63 (1997); that it adopts the
recommendations of Mr Ellul’s report within the government decision; that it implements existing
legislation; and that it desists from further measures or permits until a Scientific Committee is duly
appointed, with representation from the European Union, [UCN and Council of Europe. Regarding
Limni, the mega-hotel development under consideration is not compatible with the conservation of the
site, bearing in mind the EIA findings for the area’s protection. Both Akamas and Limni should be
designated appropriately to provide protection for these important sites.

The Standing Committee decided to keep the file open and reminded the Government of Cyprus of
the terms of Recommendation no. 63 (1997). The Committee wished that the Natura 2000 areas
proposed would be as great as practicable taking into account the ecological importance of the area and
the obligations of Cyprus under the Convention.

- Green turtle (Chelonia mydas) in Kazanli (Turkey)

Relevant documents:  T-PVS/Files (2003) 22 Secretariat report
T-PVS/Files (2003) 14 Report by the NGO

Green turtles are extremely threatened in the Mediterranean, where a very small nesting
population remains. Nesting beaches in Turkey are of paramount importance for the survival of the
species in the Convention area. After opening a case file at its 20" meeting, so as to encourage
conservation action, the Committee has focussed its attention on the situation of the Kazanli beach,
where the presence of a chrome factory and other developments mays represent a risk to the long-term
conservation of this nesting site.
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An on-the-spot appraisal was carried out on 13 and 14 of May 2002 by Mr Kasparek who noted
both the serious steps to rehabilitate the beach taken by the authorities and the need for strong
conservation action. Recommendation No. 95 (2002) was adopted by the Committee at its
22™ meeting.

The delegate of Turkey informed the Committee of the measures taken to comply with the
Standing Committee's recommendations (demolition of illegal buildings, cleaning of the beach,
awareness programme, destruction of the jetty). Solutions had also been implemented for the problem
caused by lights and were being considered for the question of solid waste.

The representative of the MEDASSET, backed by the representative of the SEH, acknowledged
that major efforts had been made but pointed out that not all the necessary steps had been taken and
asked that the file be kept open.

SEH applauded Turkey for making progress with the problem of lights, comparing this
unfavourably with Zakynthos. However, other problems remained to be resolved and not least the
toxic waste mountain. Closing the file could send the wrong message to company and government
alike. The paper tabled by the Turkish delegation was confused concerning the other two Green turtle
key sites. The main problem at Akyatan was not litter or sand dune restoration but was clearly the high
nest predation by locally protected Jackals; nest caging was urgently needed followed by measures to
reduce Jackals and/or their beach access. Beach restoration remained by far the main problem at
Samandag and it was self-evident that illegal sand removal was in decline since little was actually left.

The following delegations opposed closure of the file: Sweden, Italy, Norway.

Following discussion, the Standing Committee acknowledged the progress achieved, but
nevertheless decided to keep the file open and asked the Turkish Government to continue presenting
reports.

5.2 Possible Files

- Odelouca dam (Portugal)

Relevant documents:  T-PVS/Files (2003) 16 Report of the on-the-spot appraisal by Mr Lethier
T-PVS/Files (2003) 24 Secretariat Report
T-PVS/Files (2003) 20 Report by the NGO
T-PVS /Files (2003) 28 Government report
T-PVS /Files (2003) 10 Draft Recommendation on Odelouca dam

This concerns a project to build a dam in a Natura 2000 area which is of interest for the critically
endangered Iberian lynx. The file was presented by the Portuguese “League for Nature Protection”
LPN. The Committee discussed the issue at its 22" meeting in 2002 and accepted the offer of Portugal
to welcome an on-the-spot appraisal. The appraisal was carried out by Mr Hervé Lethier, accompanied
by a member of the Secretaried on 7 and 8 April 2003.

The expert, Mr Lethier, reported on the findings of his visit. He pointed out that the site concerned
by the project was an area of potential interest if not occasional presence for the Iberian Lynx. The
dam, intended to meet the demand for water for domestic consumption, would have consequences not
only for the habitat of the Iberian Lynx but also that of other species, particularly aquatic animals,
which were protected under the convention. He made proposals concerning inter alia the actual
demand for water, the characteristics of the dam, measures to reduce its impact and the launch of the
national action plan for the conservation of the lynx.

The delegate of Portugal said that the project was justified on priority public interest and health
grounds, and said that the estimates of future water needs presented by the NGOs did not take account of
the fact that the population of the Algarve region was a fluctuating one. He assured the Standing
Committee that all the necessary compensatory measures would be taken.
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The delegate of Italy, on behalf of the European Union, given that a procedure was also under way
at the European Commission, thought it preferable to avoid duplication of effort.

Statements were made by the representatives of Norway, the Bonn Convention and the LCIE. They
thought that the area was crucial to the future of the Iberian Lynx, which was on the brink of extinction,
and also that of other species, and that the Standing Committee should take action.

The Committee thanked the expert. The Committee decided not to open a file. The Committee
adopted the Recommendation No. 107 (2003) (appendix 11) and requested the Bureau to follow closely
developments.

- Wolf control and legal status of the species in Switzerland
Relevant documents: T-PVS/Files (2003) 23 Secretariat report

This case concerned the hunting permits issued by the Swiss authorities, in accordance with the
derogation provisions of Article 9 of the convention, and in response to the number of wolves from the
expanding Italian population entering Switzerland. The case had been presented by Legambiente. The
Committee discussed this issue at its 22" meeting in 2002, and at the time there was a decision
pending at the Federal Council on the possible withdrawal of the protection status of wolf. The Federal
Council finally decided not to withdraw protection. A swiss “Wolf Strategy” is being prepared but it is
neither available in draft nor adopted. Since then, however, the Swiss Parliament had rejected the
motion calling for withdrawal of the wolf's protected status. However it had asked for the "wolf
concept" to be adapted to the social and economic requirements of mountain regions.

Mr Blankenhorn, from the Federal Office for Environment, Forests and Landscape, presented
information on the following points:

» Reorganisation of the Wolf Concept to take the interests of traditional livestock farming into
account; the concept should enter into force in April 2004;

» The wolf distribution area;
» Damage prevention mechanisms.

He informed the Committee that his government would be sending a formal application to have the
wolf transferred from Appendix II to Appendix III on grounds of the improved conservation status of the
wolf, whose population and distribution area in Europe had increased since the Bern Convention had
been opened to signature. The delegate of Switzerland undertook to submit the Wolf Concept to the next
meeting of the Bureau.

The delegate of Italy expressed the concern of Italy on the present Swiss policy on wolf
management, and appreciated the efforts devoted to damage prevention. He also highlighted the need of
increasing dialog among Italy, France and Switzerland with the aim of promoting harmonisation and co-
ordination of the national policies on wolf conservation and management.

In the light of the information presented, the Standing Committee instructed the Bureau to examine
the documents that would be presented by the Swiss Government and to decide on whether to keep this
question as a possible file.

- Hydro-electric dams at Karahnjukar and Nordlingaalda (Iceland)
Relevant documents: T-PVS/Files (2003) 27 Secretariat report

T-PVS/Files (2003) 11 Government Report
T-PVS/Files (2003) 15 Report by the NGO

This case concerns the building of two hydropower stations in areas of interest for bird species in
Iceland and the development of a national Master Plan for hydro- and geo-thermal energy resources.
The case was brought by six Icelandic and international NGOs. The Secretariat has asked if a strategic
environmental assessment of energy development plans had been done in Iceland to analyse whether
plans were consistent with Bern Convention obligations.
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The delegate of Iceland asked the Committee to bear in mind that the Icelandic economy was
mainly based on two major resources: fish and energy. It should also to be noted in this respect that
Iceland has made concerted efforts in the last three decades to replace dependence on imported oil
products with energy generations from domestic sources, mostly hydro- and geothermal power. Today
around 70 % of all energy consumption in the country comes from renewable sources which do not
emit detrimental gasses. The delegate informed the Committee that his government was well aware of
the possible impacts on wildlife of hydro-electric dams, so a scientifically based assessment of roughly
40 potential energy projects (both hydro- and geothermal) had been carried out in what constitutes a
very important part of a complete strategic environmental assessment of energy development plans in
Iceland (this part known as Master Plan for Hydro- and Geo-thermal Energy Resources — first phase).
This exercise is near completion and has led into the protection of some areas in the highlands. In the
two cases of Karahnjukar and Nordlingaalda, no severe impact on Bern Convention species or habitats
(Bern Convention Appendices and Resolutions) had been identified, NGO’s reports being misleading
and exagerated. Both projects have been carried out in full accordance with the environmental
legislation of Iceland and international obligations.

The representative of BirdLife disagreed with the figures assessed by the government and claimed
that impacts will be strong for the pink-footed goose and for harbour seals, among other species. The
Karahnjtkar project and 15 of the hydropower projects in the first phase of the Energy Master Plan will
have a significant negative impact on wildlife in the second largest wilderness area in Europe, affecting
as much as 10 % of the pink-footed goose population.

The Committee took note of the information presented, estimated that it was difficult to have a
precise idea on the different data presented and accepted an invitation of the Icelandic Government to
carry out an on-the-spot appraisal in 2004.

5.3. On-the-spot appraisal

- Motorway construction project Via Baltica (Poland)

Relevant documents: T-PVS/Files (2003) 26 Report of the on-the-spot appraisal by Mr Kuijken
T-PVS/Files (2003) 5 Government Report
T-PVS/Files (2003) 2 rev. and 3 Reports by the NGOs
T-PVS (2003) 23 rev Draft Recommendation on Via Baltica in Poland

This issue concerns the building of the Motorway “Via Baltica” which is planned to cut through the
Briebrzanski National Park, with substantial environment impact

At the invitation of Poland an on-the-spot appraisal has been carried out by Mr Eckhart Kuijken,
accompanied by a member of the Secretariat.

Mr Kuijken presented his report. He emphasised the European ecological importance of the sites
affected by the building of the Via Baltica motorway. He presented two alternative routes: one via
Lomza, proposed by the NGOs, and the other via Bialystok, preferred by the government. He also
stressed the impact of such an infrastructure, particularly on migration corridors for large animals. He
thought that it was difficult to state an opinion at this stage on the choice proposed since the strategic
environmental assessment (SEA) and the environmental impact assessment report were not complete.
He reviewed his proposals, which were set out in the draft recommendation.

The Delegate of Poland said that the "Bialystok" option had been chosen before the SEA procedure
had been initiated and that information meetings had been held in 2003 with the NGOs, resulting in a
protocol.

The representative of BirdLife-Poland said that the decision to route the Via Baltica through
Bialystok had been taken against the opinion of the NGOs and scientists.

Concerning the draft recommendation proposed, several delegations, including Italy (on behalf of
the European Union) and Switzerland, asked that the text be less detailed.

The Standing Committee thanked the expert. It decided not to open a file and adopted a
recommendation in more condensed form, set out in appendix 12 to the present report.
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5.4. Follow-up of selected recommendations from previous meetings

Relevant documents: T-PVS/Files (2003) 10 Kresna Gorge: Government Report
T-PVS/Files (2003) 7 Kresna Gorge: NGO Report

- Recommendation No. 84 (2000) on the conservation of Western Milos and in particular the
Milos’ viper Macrovipera schweizeri

The delegate of Greece recalled document T-PVS (2003) 18 on this issue and presented a full
written distributed report, containing a map with the proposed “Natura 2000” areas, which covers most
important viper areas. She informed the Committee on other protection measures being undertaken
already.

The representative of SEH wished to see a confirmation of the Natura 2000 area from the European
Commission. If that area was adequately protected, much of the habitat of the species would be safe.
SEH was concerned at the continual lack of any requested information on the mineral permissions
granted for Western Milos as Greece always stressed that national significance. Regarding the tabled
paper and proposed map, no such map had been provided as requested to append the Herpetologists
Expert Group Report, and the enquiries of Brussels and the Nature Conservation Centre in Paris had
clearly shown that no such improved Natura 2000 proposal had reached the European Commission. If it
had been sent more than 8 months ago then it must be presumed lost? SEH would greatly welcome such
an enlarged Western Milos protected area which would satisfy much of this endangered species
conservation need; hopefully next year’s T-PVS would be able to confirm the enlarged area’s submission
and acceptance within the final Natura 2000 process — if not, a case file must then be opened.

The Committee took note with satisfaction of the progress on implementation of its
Recommendation No. 84 (2000) and congratulated Greece for having taken the necessary step to assure
long-term conservation of the habitat of the Milos viper.

- Recommendation No. 97 (2002) on the conservation of the Bald ibis (Geronticus eremita) and
the tourism development project in Tifnit (Souss Massa, Morocco);

The Secretariat informed the Committee that the Moroccan Government had not transmitted any
information concerning the implementation of Recommendation No. 97 (2002).

The delegate of France said that her delegation had had contacts with the management of Club
Méditerranée, who said that the project had been suspended, pending the Moroccan authorities' statement
of their position. Club Méditerranée in any case planned to reconsider its original proposals with a view
to reducing its capacity and the area covered, which could bring it into line with the requirements of the
recommendation adopted by the Committee.

The Standing Committee regretted that Morocco was not represented at the meeting and instructed
the Secretariat to send a new request for information to the Moroccan authorities. It decided to remain
very vigilant.

- Recommendation No. 98 (2002) on the project to build a motorway through the Kresna
Gorge (Bulgaria).

The delegate of Bulgaria informed the Committee that the new environmental impact assessment
report was being prepared; it would consider all the alternative routes proposed, including the alternative
located outside the gorge. The procedure for enlarging the protected area around the gorge was under
way. Furthermore, a new Law on the Environment had been passed. A Seminar on the development of
the risk for biodiversity within the framework of an EIA would be organised in Bulgaria in 2004.

The representative of the Bulgarian NGOs thanked the Ministry of the Environment for its efforts to
find a solution to the problems raised by this project, but pointed out that there had been no progress in
implementing the recommendation. She asked that a file be opened. Other NGOs backed her request.
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SEH fully supported the other expert NGO submissions against this proposed motorway routing
which would be disasterous for its noted resident herpetofauna. As a candidate site, this also had direct
relevance to a current joint projet to identify Important Herpetofaunal Areas in Europe (funded by the
Dutch Government).

Several delegations, including Italy and Norway, thought that a strong signal should be sent to the
Bulgarian Government.

The Standing Committee instructed the Bureau to re-examine this question and asked the Secretariat
to gather all the necessary documents and approach the European Commission with a view to clarifying
the funding issues. In the light of the follow-up given, the opening of a file could be envisaged by the
Bureau at its next meeting.

5.5. Items for information

Relevant documents:  T-PVS/Files (2003) 9 Birds in Cyprus — NGO Report
T-PVS/Files (2003) 1 revised UK Government Report
T-PVS/Files (2003) 25 Cyprus Government Report
T-PVS/Files (2003) 19 NGO Report

- Catching, killing or trading of protected birds in Cyprus

The delegate of the Cyprus Government presented his report, noting a continuation of the wardening
of critical areas, control of restaurants, prosecution of offenders and information campaigns. The
recommendation had been a key factor in trigerring in 2002 a much more enhanced action against those
illegal actions and the adoption of new more stringentlegislation. Cyprus took seriously its obligations
under the Convention and enforcement had been improved.

The United Kingdom delegate reported comparable progress in the Sovereign base areas terrritory
and assured that laws would be properly enforced, even if it is likely that it will take some years to
eradicate completely illegal practices.

Neither of the two delegates agreed with figures in the NGO report showing increased poaching.

Despite the laudable efforts of the Cyprus government and the British Authorities on the Sovereign
Base Areas (SBAs) to discourage illegal bird trapping in Cyprus, BirdLife observers noted that their
scientific survey indicated a considerable increase in trapping during 2003. Amongst other points, it was
suggested that the Convention should undertake an on-site assessment of the extent of the problem,
including the methods being used by the authorities and the NGOs, respectively, to determine the facts
relating to this issue.

The Committee took note of the information presented and of the willingness of the Cyprus and
United Kingdom Governments to deliver reports in the future on progress in the implementation of
Recommendation No. 90 (2001).

- Military antenna in the Sovereign Base Area in Cyprus

The Secretariat said that this case concerned the project to install a large communications antenna
(Pluto II) at Akrotini, a wetland of very great value located on the bases under British sovereignty. The
project was regarded by the United Kingdom Government as a key component of its communication
network and justified on security grounds.

The Delegate of Cyprus made reference to the undisputable environmental and scientific value of
the Akrotiri wetlands and went through the report sent to the Secretariat and distributed to all
participants [document T-PVS/Files (2003) 25]. Special reference was made, among other, on the
inadequacy of the EIA prepared by the British Authorities on which the construction of the project was
based and the effects on human health from its operation. As far as bird monitoring is concerned the
study on avian mortality conducted by the Republic concluded that the antennae will cause significant
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bird mortality of several thousands of birds per year, including species of conservation concern, and
therefore their presence is incompatible with the overall funtioning of the fragile web of habitats and
species in the area. In concluding he expressed his Government and the House of Parliament
disagreement on the construction and operation of the antennae and asked the Standing Committee to
approve an on-the-spot appraisal for the subject in question.

The representative of the Cyprus Conservation Foundation shared the concerns of the Cypriot
Delegate. She said that no tangible results were yet available as regards the effects on species and
health and pointed out that the co-ordinator of the international panel auditing the translocation of
species had publicly disagreed with the British assessment. Stating that the installation of the antenna
was contrary to the Precautionary Principle and to Articles 4.2 and 4.3 of the Bern Convention, she
asked that the issue be considered as a possible file and that an on-the-spot appraisal be organised,
which — she suggested — could usefully include consideration of both this issue and the validation of
data on bird trapping.

The Delegate of the United Kingdom said that the building of the antenna would be completed at
the end of 2003. An independent international panel has maintained an overview of the project and the
progress of on-going ornithological studies to assess the potential impact of the antenna on resident
and migratory bird populations in the vicinity, and mitigation measures that will be introduced to
minimise that impact. He thought that Pluto II would have a minimal impact on the birds and did not
constitute a health hazard. He understood the interest taken by the Standing Committee and was
confident that the British authorities would be open to the proposal of an appraisal.

The Standing Committee proposed to carry out an on-the-spot appraisal with the purpose of
discussing the monitoring of the antenna's effects on wildlife as well as mitigation and ecological
compensation measures.

Other items for information:

- Olympic rowing centre at Schinias-Marathon (Greece)

- Caretta caretta in Patara (Turkey)
Relevant document: T-PVS/Files (2003) 12 NGO Report

- Caretta caretta in Laganas Bay, Zakynthos (Greece)
Relevant documents: T-PVS/Files (2003) 6 and 13 NGO Reports

These items were presented to the Committee for information only and were not discussed.
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PART V - STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT OF THE CONVENTION

6. Strategic development of the Convention
6.1. Draft General Principles on Environment Protection for Sustainable development
Relevant document: ~ CO-DBP (2003) 2 revised

The Secretariat presented the “Draft General Principles on Environment Protection for Sustainable
Development”.

The Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe had had examined the text and had wished a
shorter version. The Committee of Ministers should like the text to help implementation of existing
obligations under different instruments.

6.2. 25™ Anniversary of the signature of the Convention

The Convention was opened for signature in Bern on 19 September 1979. The Secretariat proposed
that, to mark the 25" anniversary of this date some events be prepared at the 24™ meeting of the Standing
Committee in December 2004 including a special seminar with the participation of a few keynotes
speakers, former Chairs, the Secretary General of the Council of Europe and other speakers, a possible
reception at the Swiss Embassy in Strasbourg (to be confirmed) a photo exhibition, etc...

6.3. Draft Programme of Activities for 2004
Relevant document: ~ T-PVS (2003) 3 Draft Programme of Activities for 2004

The Secretariat presented a draft programme of activities for year 2004, prepared following
discussions at the Bureau.

Several States, as well as BirdLife and the Bonn Convention, were proposing a new activity on lead
shot in terrestrial habitats, which was thought to be the cause of lead poisoning in birds of prey. It would
supplement the work carried out in wetlands by Wetlands International and the Ramsar and Bonn
conventions.. It will complement the work done in wetlands by Wetlands International and the Ramsar
and Bonn Conventions.

On the request of the delegate of Ukraine, the Secretariat noted that most of the programmes of
activities of 2003 and 2004 were contributions to implement, at European level, commitments taken by
States at the world level (for instance at the 6™ Conference of the Parties of CBD in 2002, the Millenium
Declaration in 2000 and the Johannesburg Summit on Sustainable Development in 2002). Work of the
Convention addressed those global challenges, for instance through the European Strategy on Invasive
Alien Species (2003), the European Plant Conservation Strategy (2002), the Dubrovnik Declaration on
Marine and Coastal Biodiversity (2003), the Setting-up of Protected areas and Ecological Networks, etc.

The Executive Secretary of ACCOBAMS had proposed the development of activities in
collaboration with the Bern Convention.

The Chair noted that new voluntary contributions will be required to implement fully the
programme of activities. The Bureau will monitor its implementation, taking appropriate decision if
funds are insufficient.

The Committee adopted its programme of activities for 2004 (appendix 13).
6.4. States to be invited as observers to the 24™ meeting

The Committee decided unanimously to invite the following States (not member States of the
Council of Europe) to attend its 24" meeting as observers: Algeria, Belarus, Cape Verde, Holy See,
Kazhakstan, Kyrghystan, Mauritania, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan.



T-PVS (2003) 24 -20-
PART VI- OTHER ITEMS

7. Election of Chair and Vice-Chair

The Committee elected MrsIlonaJepsen (Latvia) as Chair. The Committee elected
Mrs Véronique Herrenschmidt (France) as Vice-Chair, Mr Patrick Van Klaveren (ex-Chair) will stay on
as member of the Bureau.

8. Date and place of the 24™ meeting, adoption of the report

The Committee decided to hold its 24th meeting from 29 November to 3 December 2004.
On 30t November, a special session will be held to celebrate the 25t anniversary of the
signature of the Convention.

The Committee adopted its report.
9. Other business (items for information only)

Having being informed of the retirement of Mr Keith Corbett, which for over 20 years, represented
SEH at meetings of the Convention helping greatly to raise concerns on the conservation of European
herpetiles and enlivening meetings of the Standing Committee, the Committee instructed the Secretariat
to pass on its best wishes and its sincere thanks for its important contribution to the Convention.

The Committee also warmly thanked Mr Gabor Nechay (Hungary), who is retiring in 2004, for his
great support to the Convention and for having contributed to work over the years with competence and
good humour. Delegates and hamsters will surely miss him.

The delegate of the Netherlands paid attention on the Global Flyway Conference “Waterbirds
around the world”, to be held on 3-8 April 2004 in Edinburgh. This Conference will be hosted by the
United Kingdom and the Netherlands with support of many other countries. Wetlands International is the
organiser in close co-operation with the hostcountries.
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APPENDICES TO THE REPORT

List of participants

Agenda

Recommendation No. 99 (2003) of the Standing Committee, adopted on
4 December 2003, on the European Strategy on Invasive Alien Species;
Recommendation No. 100 (2003) of the Standing Committee, adopted on
4 December 2003, on conservation of large carnivores in the Carpathians ;
Recommendation No. 101 (2003) of the Standing Committee, adopted on

4 December 2003, on the implementation of the Pan-Alpine Conservation Strategy for
the Lynx (PACS);

Recommendation No. 102 (2003) of the Standing Committee, adopted on
4 December 2003, on the Strategy on the European Bison (Bison bonasus);

Recommendation No. 103 (2003) of the Standing Committee, adopted on
4 December 2003, on five new Action Plans for most threatened birds in the
Convention’s area;

Recommendation No. 104 (2003) of the Standing Committee, adopted on
4 December 2003, on the conservation of the Spur-thighed tortoise Testudo graeca
graeca in Spain;

Recommendation No. 105 (2003) of the Standing Committee, adopted on
4 December 2003, on the conservation of the Nile soft-shelled turtle Trionyx triunguis
in Turkey

Recommendation No. 106 (2003) of the Standing Committee, adopted on
4 December 2003, on the conservation of the Aesculapian snake Elaphe longissima

Recommendation No. 107 (2003) of the Standing Committee, adopted on
4 December 2003, on the Odelouca Dam (Portugal)
Recommendation No. 108 (2003) of the Standing Committee, adopted on

4 December 2003, on the proposed construction of the ‘Via Baltica’ (Poland)

Programme of activities for 2004.
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Appendix 1
List of participants

I.  CONTRACTING PARTIES / PARTIES CONTRACTANTES
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Ms Klodiana MARIKA, expert, of biodiversity, Department of Nature Protection, Ministry of
Environment, Rruga e Durresit, No. 27, TIRANA.

Tel: +355 4 270 624. Fax: +355 4 270 623. E-mail: klodmarika@yahoo.com; zamir@cep.tirana.al (E)

AUSTRIA/AUTRICHE

Ms Dr Edda-Maria BERTEL, Federal Ministry for Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and Water
Management, Division I1/4 U, Stubenbastei 5, A-1010 VIENNA.

Tel: +43 1 51522 1414 Fax: +43 1 51522 7402. E-mail: edda-maria.bertel@bmlfuw.gv.at (E)

AZERBAIJAN / AZERBAIDJAN

Mr Sadig SALMANOV, Expert of State Expertise Department of the Ministry of Ecology and Natural
Resources, B. Aghayev 100-A, 370073 BAKU.

Tel/Fax: +994 12 92 59 07. E-mail: esmer_akhundlu@mail.ru; sadig.eko@box.az (F)

BELGIUM / BELGIQUE

Mr Patrick DE WOLF, Ingénieur attaché a la Direction de la Nature, Division de la Nature et des
Foréts, Ministére de la Région wallonne, 15, avenue Prince de Li¢ge, B-5100 JAMBES (NAMUR).
Tel : +32 81 33 58 16. Fax :+32 81 33 58 22. E-mail : P.Dewolf@mrw.wallonie.be (F)

BULGARIA /BULGARIE

Mrs Rayna Hristoforova HARDALOVA, Expert, Direction “Office national pour la protection de la
nature”, Ministére de I’Environnement et des Eaux, 22 Maria Louisa Blvd., 1000 SOFIA.

Tel: +359 2 940 65 54. Fax: +359 2 980 96 41. E-mail: hardalovar@moew.government.bg (F)

BURKINA FASO / BURKINA FASO

Mr Guesrim GANSAORE, Responsable du service Aménagement Protection, Ministére de
I’Environnement et du Cadre de Vie, Direction des Parcs Nationaux, Réserves de Faunes et des
Chasses, 03 — BP 7044 OUAGADOUGOU - 03.

Tel : +226 3569 71 /69 23. Fax :+226 36 27 91/35 75 38. E-mail : parcsnationaux@liptinfor.bf F

CROATIA/CROATIE

Ms Andrea STEFAN, B.Sc (Biol.), Expert Associate, Nature Protection Division, Ministry of
Environmental Protection and Physical Planning, Ulica grada Vukovarska 78/111, 10000 ZAGREB.
Tel: +385 1 6106 385. Fax: +385 1 6118 388. E-mail: andrea.stefan@mzopu.hr (BE)

CYPRUS/CHYPRE

Mr Antonis ANTONIOU, Senior Environmental Officer, Environment Service, Ministry of
Agriculture, Natural Resources and Environment, 1411 NICOSIA.

Tel.: +357 2 2303888. Fax: + 357 2 2774945. E-mail: rocperiv(@cytanet.com.cy (BE)

Mr Panicos PANAYIDES, Game Fund Officer, Game Fund Service, Ministry of Interior,
NICOSIA 1453.
Tel: 357 2 867786. Fax: 357 2 867780. E-mail: wildlife.thira@cytanet.com.cy (E)
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CZECH REPUBLIC / REPUBLIQUE TCHEQUE

Dr Jan PLESNIK, Deputy Director, Agency for Nature Conservation and Landscape Protection of the
Czech Republic, Kalisnicka 4-6, CZ-130 23 PRAHA 3.

Tel: +420222580562. Fax: +420222580012. E-mail: plesnik@nature.cz; janplesnik@hotmail.com (E)

Mr Pavel BELANSKY, M.Sc., Acting Head of Division of Implementation of European Directives
and International Agreements, Department of International Biodiversity Conservation, Ministry of the
Environment, VrSovicka 65, CZ-100 10 PRAHA 10.

Tel: +429 26712 2543. Fax: +420 267 310 328. E-mail: Pavel Belansky@env.cz (E)

DENMARK / DANEMARK

Ms Anni Hougaard DALGAS, Biologist, Head of Section, Ministry of Environment, Danish Forest
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Tel: +4539 4729 09. Fax: +453927 98 99. E-mail: ahd@sns.dk (E)

Mr Thomas Bruun JESSEN, Ministry of Environment, Danish Forest and Nature Agency, Sea and
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ESTONIA/ESTONIE

Mrs Riinu RANNAP, Senior Officer of Nature Conservation, Ministry of the Environment,
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Tel: +372 6262 889. Fax: +372 6262 010. E-mail : Riinu.Rannap@ekm.envir.ee (BE)

Ms Merit OTSUS, Senior officer, Ministry of the Environment, Toompuiestee 24, 15172 TALLINN.
Tel: +372 6262 879. Fax: +372 6262 901. E-mail : Merit.Otsus@ekm.envir.ee (E)

EUROPEAN COMMISSION / COMMISSION EUROPEENNE
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Tel: +358 9 160 39 371. Fax: +358 9 160 39 364. E-mail: esko.jaakkola@ymparisto.fi (E)

Mr Sami NIEMI, Senior Officer, Department of Fisheries and Game, Ministry of Agriculture and
Forestry, Mariankatu 23, PO Box 30, Helsinki, FIN-00023 GOVERNMENT, Finland
Tel. +358 9 1605 3374. Fax. +358 9 1605 2284. e-mail: sami.niemi@mmm.fi (E)

FRANCE / FRANCE

Mrs Véronique HERRENSCHMIDT, Responsable de la mission internationale, Direction de la nature
et des paysages, Ministere de I’écologie et du développement durable,, 20, avenue de Ségur, F-75302
PARIS 07 SP

Tel : +33 14219 1948. Fax:+33142191906

E-mail : veronique.herrenschmidt@environnement.gouv. fr (F)

Mrs Nathalie LACOUR, Chargée de Mission Faune, Bureau de la Faune et de la Flore sauvage,
Direction de la nature et des paysages, Ministére de I'écologie et du développement durable,
20, avenue de Ségur, F-75302 PARIS 07 SP

Tel: +33142191939. Fax: +331421919 30 E-mail: nathalie.lacour@environnement.gouv.fr (F)
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Mrs Laure VIGNERON, Chargée de Mission Faune, Bureau de la Faune et de la Flore sauvage,
Direction de la nature et des paysages, Ministére de l'écologie et du développement durable,,
20, avenue de Ségur, F-75302 PARIS 07 SP

Tel: +33142191985. Fax: +33142191930 E-mail: laure.vigneron@environnement.gouv.fr (F)

M. Jacques MORET, Professeur / Directeur, Muséum National d'Histoire Naturelle, 61 rue Buffon,
F-75005 PARIS
Tel: +33140793554. Fax: +33140793553 E-mail: moret@mnhn.fr (F)

GERMANY / ALLEMAGNE

Mr Gerhard ADAMS, Regierungsdirektor, Ministére de 1’Environnement, Robert Schuman Platz 3,
53175 BONN.

Tel: +49 1888 305 2631. Fax: +49 1888 10 305 2684. E-mail: gerhard. Adams@bmu.bund.de (E)

Mr Edelgard VON HOUWALD, Federal Ministry of Consumer Protection, Food and Agriculture,
Referat 225, Rochusstrasse 1, 53123 BONN

Tel: +49 1888 529 3616. Fax: +49 1888 529 3616.

E-mail: edelgard.von-houwald@bmvel.bund.de (E)

Mr Joachim SCHMITZ, Ministére de I’Environnement, Robert Schuman Platz 3, 53175 BONN
Tel: +49 1888 305-2634. Fax: +49 1888 10 305-2634.
E-mail: Joachim.schmitz@bmu.bund.de (E)

Mr Detlef SZYMANSKI, c/o Hessisches Ministerium fiir Umwelt, ldndlichen Raum und
Verbraucherschutz, Hélderlinstr. 1 — 3, 65187 WIESBADEN
Tel: +49 611 817 2306. Fax: +49 611 817 2185. E-mail: d.szymanski@hmulv.hessen.de (E)

GREECE / GRECE

Mrs Demetra SPALA, Ministry of the Environment, Physical Planning and Public Works,
Environmental Planning Division, Natural Environment Management Section, 36 Trikalon Str.,
11523 ATHENS.

Tel: +30 210 698 3467. Fax: +30 210 691 84 87. E-mail: tdfp@minenv.gr (E)

HUNGARY / HONGRIE

Mr Gabor NECHAY, Senior Special Adviser, Ministry for Environment and Waters, Authority of
Nature Conservation, Kolté u. 21, H-1121 BUDAPEST.

Tel: +36 1 395 6857. Fax: +36 1 27545 05. E-mail: nechay@mail2.ktm.hu (E)

Mrs Livia FODOR, Councillor, Ministry of Environment and Water, Authority for Nature
Conservation, Kolté u. 21, 1121 BUDAPEST
Tel: +36 1391 17 12. Fax: +36 1391 17 85 E-mail: fodor@mail2.ktm.hu (E)

ICELAND / ISLANDE

Dr Jon Gunnar OTTOSSON, Director General, Icelandic Institute of Natural History, Hlemmur 3,
125 REYKJAVIK

Tel: +354 590 0500. Fax: +354 590 0595. E-mail: jgo@ni.is (E)

IRELAND / IRLANDE

Mr Peter H. CARVILL, Assistant Director, National Parks and Wildlife Service, 7 Ely Place,
DUBLIN 2.

E-mail: pcarvill@duchas.ie (E)
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ITALY /ITALIE

Mr Alessandro LA POSTA, Head of Division Flora-Fauna, Direzione per la Protezione della Natura,
Ministero dell’Ambiente e della Tutela del territorio, Servizio Conservazione Natura, Via Capitan
Bavastro 174, 1-00154 ROMA.

Tel : +39 06 5722 8299. Fax :+39 06 5722 8277. E-mail: laposta.alessandro@minambiente.it (E)

Mr Eugenio DUPRE, Direzione per la Protezione della Natura, Ministero dell’ Ambiente e della Tutela
del Territorio, Via Capitan Bavastro 174, [-00154 ROMA.
Tel: +39 06 5722 8200. Fax :+39 06 5722 8277. E-mail: dupre.cugenio@minambiente.it (E)

Mr Piero GENOVESI, Researcher, National Wildlife Institute, Via Ca’ Formacetta9,
1-40064 OZZANO EMILIA (BO), Italy.
Tel: +39 051 6512 228. Fax: +39 051 796 628. E-mail : infspapk@iperbole.bologna.it (E)

LATVIA/LETTONIE

Mrs Ilona JEPSEN, Director of the Nature Protection Department, Ministry of Environment, Peldu 25,
LV-1494 RIGA.

Tel: +371 7026 517. Fax: +371 7 820 442. E-mail: ilona.jepsena@yvidm.gov.lv (E)

Mr Vilnis BERNARDS, Head of Species and Habitat Conservation Division, Ministry of
Environment, 25 Peldu Str., LV-1494 RIGA.
Tel: +371 7 026 524. Fax: +371 7 820 442. E-mail: vilnis.bernards@vidm.gov.lv (E)

LIECHTENSTEIN/LIECHTENSTEIN

Mr Michael FASEL, Head of Department, Amt fiir Wald, Natur und Landschaft (Office pour la forét,
la nature et le paysage), Dr. Grass-Strasse 10, FL-9490 VADUZ.

Tel : +423 236 6405. Fax : +423 236 6411. E-mail: michael.fasel@awnl.llv.li E)

LITHUANIA/LITUANIE

Mr Jonas AUGUSTAUSKAS, Chief Specialist, Nature Protection Department, A. Jaksto 4/9,
2600 VILNIUS.

Tel: +370 5 266 35 48. Fax: +370 5266 36 63. E-mail: J.augustauskas@am.lt (E)

MALTA/MALTE
[Apologised for absence / Excusés]

MOLDOVA / MOLDOVA

Ms Stela DRUCIOC, consultant of the Protected Areas and Biodiversity General Division, Ministry of
Ecology of the Republic of Moldova, 9, Cosmonautilor str., MD-2005, CHISINAU

Tel: +373 22 20 45 30. Fax: +373 22 22 07 48. E-mail : biodiver@mediu.moldova.md (F)

MONACO / MONACO

Mrs Marie-Christine VAN KLAVEREN, Chef de Division / relations exterieures, co/ 16 boulevard de
Suisse, 98 000 MONACO

Tel: +377 93 1580 10/20 78. Fax :+377 93 1542 08. e-mail : mevanklaveren@gouv.me¢  (E/F)

THE NETHERLANDS / PAYS-BAS

Mr Jan-Willem SNEEP, Policy coordinator Division International, Department of Nature, Ministry of
Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality, P.O. Box 20401, NL-2500 EK THE HAGUE.

Tel: +31 70 378 52 55. Fax: +31 70 378 61 46. E-mail : j.w.sneep@minlnv.nl (E)

NORWAY / NORVEGE

Mr Qystein STORKERSEN, Senior Adviser, Directorate of Nature Management, Tungasletta 2,
N-7485 TRONDHEIM

Tel: +47 73 58 05 00. Fax: +47 73 58 05 01. E-mail: oystein.storkersen@dirnat.no (E)
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Mr Olav Bakken JENSEN, Adviser, Norwegian Ministry of Environment, P.O. Box 8013, Dep. 0030,
OSLO.
Tel: +47 22 24 58 72. Fax: +47 22 24 27 56. E-mail: obj@md.dep.no (E)

Mr Torbjern LANGE, Adviser, Norwegian Ministry of Environment, P.O. Box 8013, (Myntgt. 2),
Dep. 0030, OSLO.
Tel: +47 22 24 58 28. Fax: +47 22 24 27 56. E-mail: tla@md.dep.no (E)

POLAND / POLOGNE

Mr Zygmunt KRZEMINSKI, Adviser to the Minister, Ministry of the Environment, 52/54 Wawelska
Street, 00-922 WARSAW.

Tel: +48 22 57 92 673. Fax: +48 22 57 92 555.

E-mail: zygmunt.krzeminski@mos.gov.pl (E)

Mr Ryszard ZAKRZEWSKI, Deputy Director, Department for Environmental Protection Instruments,
Ministry of the Environment, 52/54 Wawelska Street, 00-922 WARSAW.

Tel: +48 22 57 92 256. Fax: +48 22 57 92 263.

E-mail: ryszard.zakrzewski@mos.gov.pl (E)

Mr Tomasz ZAPASNIK, Head of the Division for Environmental Issues, 59 Zelazna Street,
WARSAW.
Tel: +48 22 45 58 714. Fax: +48 22 455 87 49. E-mail: t.zapasnik@gddkia.gov.pl (F)

Ms Katarzyna DOBIERSKA, Inspector in the Division for Environmental Issues, 59 Zelazna Street,
WARSAW.
Tel: +48 22 455 87 14. Fax: +48 22 455 87 49. E-mail: k.dobierska@gddkia.gov.pl (E)

PORTUGAL / PORTUGAL

Mrs Ana Isabel QUEIROZ, Biologist, Instituto da Conservacad da Natureza, Rua Filipe Folque 46-1°,
1050-114 LISBOA.

Tel : +351 21 351 0440. Fax :+351 21357 4771. E-mail : aiqueiroz@mail.telepac.pt (E/F)

Mr José J. Rocha AFONSO, Director de Servigos de Projectos e Obras, Instituto da Agua, 30 Av. Alm
Gago Coutinho, 1049-066 LISBOA.
Tel: +351 21 843 01 50. Fax :+351 21 848 08 25. E-mail : rafonso@inag.pt (E)

ROMANIA /ROUMANIE

Mrs Adriana BAZ, Directrice, Direction de la Conservation de la Nature, Ministére des Eaux, Foréts et
de la Protection de I’Environnement, Libertatii 12, sector 5, BUCAREST.

Tel/Fax : +40 21 410 0535 E-mail : baz@mappm.ro F

SENEGAL / SENEGAL

Mr Demba Mamadou BA, Conseiller auprés du ministére de I’Environnement et de 1’ Assainissement,
Direction des Parcs nationaux du Sénégal, Parc zoologique et forestier de Hann-Dakar, B.P. 5135
DAKAR — FANN.

Tel : +221 832 23 09. Fax:+221 83223 11. E-mail: dpn@sentoo.sn (F)

SLOVAKIA / SLOVAQUIE

Mrs Jana ZACHAROVA, Senior Adviser, Department of Nature and Landscape Protection, Ministry
of the Environment, Nam. L. Stura 1, 812 35 BRATISLAVA.

Tel: +421 2 5956 2211. Fax: +421 2 5956 203 1. E-mail: zacharova.jana@enviro.gov.sk (E)
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SLOVENIA /SLOVENIE

Mr Peter SKOBERNE, Adviser to the Government, Ministry of Environment, Spatial Planning and
Energy, Dunajska 47, SI-1000 LIUBLJANA.

Tel: +386 1 478 7157. Fax: +386 1 478 7424. E-mail: peter.skoberne@gov.si (BE)

SPAIN / ESPAGNE

Mr Miguel AYMERICH, Subdirector General de Conservacion de la Biodiversidad, Ministerio de
Medio Ambiente, Gran Via de San Francisco 4, E-28005 MADRID.

Tel : +34 91 597 5414. Fax :+34 91 597 5586. E-mail: miguel.aymerich@dgen.mma.es (BE)

Mrs Barbara SOTO-LARGO, Expert, Direccion General de Conservacion de la Naturaleza, Ministerio
de Medio Ambiente, ¢/ Gran Via de San Francisco 4, E-28005 MADRID
Tel : +34 91 596 4901. Fax:+34 91 596 4809. E-mail : cnuevo@mma.es (F/E)

Mr Judn Jos¢é ARECES-MAQUEDA, Technical Chief, Direccion General de Conservacion de la
Naturaleza, Ministerio de Medio Ambiente, Gran Via de San Francisco 4, 28005 MADRID
Tel: +34 91 596 49 33. Fax: +34 91 596 48 09. E-mail: jjareces@dgen.mma.es (F/E)

SWEDEN / SUEDE

Mr Torsten LARSSON, Principal Administrative Officer, Aquatic Environment Section, Swedish
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), S-106 48 STOCKHOLM.

Tel: +46 8 6981391. Fax: +46 8 6981042. E-mail: torsten.larsson@naturvardsverket.se (E)

Mr Klas ALLANDER, Swedish Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), S-106 48 STOCKHOLM.
Tel: +46 8 6988539. Fax: +46 8 6981402. E-mail: klas.allander@naturvardsverket.se (E)

SWITZERLAND / SUISSE

Mr Raymond-Pierre LEBEAU, Chef de Section compensation écologique, Office fédéral de
I’environnement, des foréts et du paysage, Papiermiihlestrasse 172, CH-3003 BERNE

Tel : +41 31 322 80 64. Fax :+41 3132475 79.

E-mail : raymond-pierre.lebeau@buwal.admin.ch (F)

Mr Hans-Jorg BLANKENHORN, Chef Secteur Faune sauvage, Office fédéral de 1’environnement,
des foréts et du paysage, Papiermiihlestrasse 172, CH-3003 BERNE.

Tel : +41 31 324 78 32. Fax :+41 31 324 78 66.

E-mail : hans-joerg.blankenhorn@buwal.admin.ch (F)

Mr Erich KOHLI, Chef Section Protection des espéces et des biotopes, Office fédéral de
I’environnement, des foréts et du paysage, Papiermiihlestrasse 172, CH-3003 BERNE.
Tel : +41 31 322 68 66. Fax :+41 31324 7579. E-mail : erich.kohli@buwal.admin.ch (F)

« THE FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA» / L’’EX-REPUBLIQUE
YOUGOSLAVE DE MACEDOINE”

Mr Aleksandar NASTOV, National Focal Point of Bern Convention, Head of Department of
Biodiversity, Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning, ul. Drezdenska 52, MK-1000 SKOPJE.
Tel: +389 2 30 66 930. Tel: +389 2 30 66 931.

E-mail : A.Nastov@moepp.gov.mk / infoeko@moe.gov.mk (F/E)

TUNISIA / TUNISIE

Mr Abdelhamid KAREM, Directeur de la conservation des foréts, Direction générale des foréts,
Ministére de 1’ Agriculture, 30, rue Alain Savary, 1002 TUNIS.

Tel: +2 16 71 891 497. Fax: +2 16 71 801 922. E-mail: abdelhamidkarem@francite.com (F)
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TURKEY / TURQUIE

Prof. Dr. Mustafa Kemal YALINKILIC, General Director, General Directorate of Nature Protection
and Nature Parks (Doga Koruma ve Milli Parklar Gn. Md.), Ministry of Environment and Forestry
(Cevre ve Orman Bakanlygy), Gazi Tesisleri 11 No’lu Bina, GAZI/ANKARA.

Tel: +90 312 222 52 40. Fax: +90 312 222 51 40. E-mail : mpl@milliparklar.gov.tr (E)

Mrs Giilsin OMEROGLU, Acting Head of Section, Ministry of Environment and Forestry, Eskisehir
Yolu 8km, Bilkent Kavsagi, 06500 ANKARA.
Tel: +90 312 285 4994. Fax: +90 312 2862271. E-mail: GulsunOmeroglu@yahoo.com (E)

Mrs Reyhan AKARSU, Head of Department, Ministry of Environment and Forestry, Eskigehir Yolu
8km, Bilkent Kavsagi, 06500 ANKARA.
Tel: +90 312 285 4994. Fax: +90 312 2862271. E-mail: reyhanakarsu@hotmail.com (E)

UKRAINE / UKRAINE

Dr Yaroslav MOVCHAN, Director of Department of the Land Resources, EcoNet and Biodiversity
Conservation, Ministry of the Environment, Uritskogo street 35, 03035 KYIV.

Tel/Fax: +380 44 206 31 47/53. E-mail: iar@i.com.ua (E)

Mrs Olga SKOCHYNSKA, Department of the Land Resources, EcoNet and Biodiversity
Conservation, Ministry of the Environment, building 35, Uritskogo street, 03035 KYIV
Tel: +380 ... Fax:+380 ... E-mail: (E)

Ms Olena LEGKA, Department of the Land Resources, EcoNet and Biodiversity Conservation,
Ministry of the Environment , building 35, Uritskogo street, 03035 KYIV
Tel: +380 ... Fax:+380 ... E-mail (E)

UNITED KINGDOM / ROYAUME-UNI

Mr John Louis ANGELL, Biodiversity Policy, International Coordination Officer, Department for
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA), Kite Zone 1/10, Temple Quay House, 2 The Square
Temple Quay, BRISTOL BS1 6EB.

Tel: +44 1173 728138. Fax: +44 1173 728182. E-mail : john.angell@defra.gsi.gov.uk (BE)

Mrs Chris BEAR, Species Conservation Policy Advisor, Department for Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs (DEFRA), 1/08b Temple Quay House, 2 The Square Temple Quay, BRISTOL BS1 6EB.
Tel: +44 117 372 8027. Fax: +44 117 372 8182. E-mail: chris.bear@defra.gsi.gov.uk (E)

Dr Stephen David GIBSON, International Advisor, Joint Nature Conservation Committee, Monkstone
House, City Road, GB PETERBOROUGH PE1 1JY.
Tel: +44 1733 866815 Fax: +44 1733 866855 E-mail: steve.gibson@jncc.gov.uk (E)

Ms Rachel GARTHWAITE, International officer, Joint Nature Conservation Committee, Monkstone
House, City Road, GB PETERBOROUGH PE1 1JY.
Tel: +44 1733 866818 Fax: +44 1733 866855 E-mail: rachel.garthwaite(@jncc.gov.uk (E)

Il. OTHER STATES/AUTRES ETATS

HOLY SEE / SAINT SIEGE
Mr Jean-Pierre RIBAUT, 27 rue Rabié, F-33250 PAUILLAC, France.
Tel : +33 55659 13 64. Fax :+33 556 59 68 80. E-mail: jeanpierreribau@wanadoo.fr (F)
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111, INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS  AND SECRETARIATS OF
CONVENTIONS / ORGANISATIONS INTERNATIONALES ET
SECRETARIATS DE CONVENTIONS

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) / Organisation de coopération
et de développement économiques (OCDE)
[Apologised for absence / Excusés]

Secretariat of the Agreement on the Conservation of African-Eurasian Waterbird (UNEP/AEWA)
/ Secrétariat de I’Accord sur la conservation des oiseaux d’eau migrateurs d’Afrique-Eurasie
(UNEP/AEWA)

Mr Bert LENTEN, Executive Secretary of the AEWA Secretariat (UNEP/CMS Secretariat), United
Nations Premises in Bonn, Martin-Luther-King Str. 8, D-53175 BONN, Germany.

Tel: +49 228 815 2413. Fax: +49 228 815 2450. E-mail : aewa@unep.de (E)

Secretariat of the Convention on the conservation of migratory species of wild animals
(UNEP/CMS) / Secrétariat de la Convention sur la conservation des especes migratrices
appartenant a la faune sauvage (Bonn) (PNUE/CMS)

Mr Andreas STREIT, see UNEP/EUROBATS

Secretariat of the Agreement on the Conservation of Bats in Europe (EUROBATS) / Secrétariat
de I’Accord sur la conservation des chauves-souris en Europe (EUROBATS)

Mr Andreas STREIT, Executive Secretary, UNEP/EUROBATS, CMS Secretariat, United Nations
Premises in Bonn, Martin-Luther-King Str. 8§, D-53175 BONN, Germany.

Tel: +49 228 815 2420. Fax: +49 228 815 2445. E-mail: eurobats@eurobats.org (E)

Secretariat of the Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans of the Black Sea, Mediterranean
Sea and contiguous Atlantic area (ACCOBAMS) / Secrétariat de I’Accord sur la Conservation
des Cétacés de la mer Noire, la Méditerranée et la zone Atlantique adjacente (ACCOBAMS)

Mrs Marie-Christine VAN KLAVEREN, Executive Secretary, 16, boulevard de Suisse,
MC-98000 MONACO.

Tel: +377 (93) 15 80 10. Fax: +377(93) 50 95 91_ E-mail: mcvanklaveren@accobams.mc (F)

Secretariat of the Agreement on the Conservation of Small Cetaceans of the Baltic and North
Seas (ASCOBANYS)

Mr Ridiger STREMPEL, Executive Secretary UNEP/ASCOBANS, United Nations Premises, Marti-
Luther-King-Strasse 8, 53175 Bonn, Germany

Tel: +49 228 815 2416. Fax: +49 228 815 2440. E-mail: rstrempel@ascobans.org (E)

Secretariat of the Protocol concerning Mediterranean specially protected areas / Secrétariat du
Protocole relatif aux aires spécialement protégées de la Méditerranée (Geneva / Genéve)

United Nations Environment Programme — Mediterranean Action Plan

Regional Activity Centre for Specially Protected Areas (RAC/SPA) — Tunis / Centre d’activités
régionales pour les aires spécialement protégées (CAR/ASP)

Mrs Zeineb BELKHIR, Directrice du CAR/ASP, Boulevard de I’Environnement, BP 337, 1080
TUNIS, Tunisia

Tel: +216 71 795 760 / 771 323. Fax: +216 71 797 349. E-mail: zeineb.belkhir@rac-spa.org.tn  (F)

IV. OTHER ORGANISATIONS / AUTRES ORGANISATIONS

Royal Society for Protection of Birds (RSPB) / Société royale pour la protection des Oiseaux
(RSPB) - BirdLife International

Mrs Nicola Jane CROCKFORD, European Wildlife Treaties Adviser, RSPB - BirdLife in the UK, The
Lodge, Sandy, Bedfordshire SG19 2DL, United Kingdom.

Tel: +44 (0)1767 680551 Fax: +44 (0)1767 683211 e-mail: nicola.crockford@rspb.org.uk (E)
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Dr Rowena LANGSTON, Research Biologist, Conservation Science, Royal Society for the Protection
of Birds (RSPB), BirdLife in the UK, The Lodge, Sandy, Bedfordshire SG19 2DL, United Kingdom.
Tel: +44 (0)1767 680551. Fax: +44 (0)1767 691178. E-mail: rowena.langston@rspb.org.uk (E)

Dr Markus NIPKOW, Officer for Ornithology and Bird Conservation NABU — Head Office,
NABU-Naturshutzbund Deutschland e.v., D-53223 BONN, Germany.

Tel: +49 2 28 40 36-155. Fax: +49 2 28 40 36-203. E-mail: Markus.Nipkow@NABU.de (E)
http://www.NABU.de

Dr Dieter HAAS, Zillhauserstr. 36, D-72459 ALBSTADT, Germany.
Tel: +49 7432/3021. Fax: +49 7432/14310. E-mail: B)

Dr Bernd SCHURENBERG, Kapellenweg 46, D-88090 IMMENSTAAD, Germany.
Tel: +49 7545 84382 (office) / 6290 (private). E-mail: bernd.schuerenberg@astrium.eads.net (E)

Dr Umberto GALLO-ORSI, European Funding Development Manager, BirdLife International,
Droevendaalsesteeg 3, Bld. 100, NL-6700 AC WAGENINGEN, The Netherlands.
Tel: +31 317 47 88 33. Fax: +31 317 47 88 44. E-mail: umberto.galloorsi@birdlife-europe.nl  (E)

Mrs Iris CHARALAMBIDOU, BirdLife Cyprus, P.O. Box 28076, 2090 NICOSIA, Cyprus.
Tel: +357 22 455072. Fax: +357 22 455073. E-mail: cos@cytanet.com.cy (E)

Mr Adrian AKERS-DOUGLAS, BirdLife Cyprus, P.O. Box 28076, 2090 NICOSIA, Cyprus.
Tel: +357 22 1 550 72. Fax: +357 22 1 550 73. E-mail: adrian@spidernet.com.cy (BE)

Mr Pawel PLONCZKIER, Via Baltica Project Co-ordinator, Polish Society for the Protection of Birds
(OTOP), Nabielaka Street 15 loc.1, 00-743 WARSAW, Poland.
Tel: +48 22 851 04 04. Fax: +48 22 851 04 00. E-mail: pawel.plonczkier@otop.org.pl (E)

Mr Einar O THORLEIFSSON, Fuglavernd/BirdLife Iceland, Langholtsvegur 138, 104 REYKJAVIK,
Iceland.
Tel: +354 865 6189. E-mail: einarfogl@simnet.is (E)

Mrs Anelia STEFANOVA, EU Pre-accession Program Co-ordinator EA “Za Zemaiata” (for the Earth)
/ CEE Bankwatch Network, P.O. Box 975, 1000 SOFIA, Bulgaria.
Tel/Fax: +359 2 980 41 09. E-mail: anelias@bankwatch.org (E)

Mr Andrey Nikolaev KOVATCHEV, EIA and Biodiversity Advisor, “Balkani” Wildlife Society,
Dragan Tzankov Boulevard No 8, 1164 SOFIA, Bulgaria.

Tel: +359 2 963 14 70. Fax: +3592 963 31 93.

E-mail: balkani@bluelink.net, akovatchev(@intech.bg (E)

Assoc. Prof. Radi RADEV, Président, Association « Ecoforum », P.O. Box 6, 1113 SOFIA, Bulgaria.
Tel/Fax : +3592 870 53 79 /988 01 68. Fax :+3592 8705379 E-mail : radev@mgu.bg (F)

Cyprus Conservation Foundation

Mrs Artemis YIORDAMLI, Executive Director, P.O. Box 50257,3602 LIMASSOL, Cyprus.

Tel: +357 25 358632. Fax: +357 25 352657. E-mail : ccf@globalsoftmail.com (E)
http://www.conservation.org.cy

European and Mediterranean Plant Protection Organisation (EPPO) / Organisation européenne et
méditerranéenne de protection des plantes (OEPP)
[Apologised for absence / Excusés]
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WWEF - European Habitats Forum

Mrs Dessislava KRUEGER, European Nature Heritage Fund — EURONATURE, Grabenstr. 23,
D-53359 BONN, Germany.

Tel: +49 22262045. Fax: +49 2226 171 00. E-mail: dessi.zaprianova@euronatur.org (E)

Eurogroup for Animal Welfare
Mr Bjarne CLAUSEN, Eurogroup for Animal Welfare, 6 rue des Patriotes, B-1000 BRUSSELS,

Belgium.
Tel: +32 2 740 08 20. Fax: ++32 2 740 08 29. E-mail: info@eurogroupanimalwelfare.org or
clausnar@get?net.dk (E)

Federation of Associations for hunting and conservation of the EU (FACE)/ Fédération des
Associations de chasse et conservation de la faune sauvage de I’UE (FACE)

Dr Yves LECOCQ, Secrétaire Général de la FACE, Rue F. Pelletier 82, B-1030 BRUXELLES,
Belgique.

Tel : +322 732 69 00. Fax:+322 73270 72. E-mail : ylecocq@face-europe.org (E/F)

France Nature Environnement — Réseau Nature

M. Frédéric DECK, administrateur de France Nature Environnement, Réseau Nature de France Nature
Environnement, 8, rue Adéle Riton - 67000 Strasbourg

tél : +33 3 88 3291 14. Fax :+33 3 8822 31 74. E-mail : nature@fne.asso.fr (F)

M. Christian HOSY, chargé de mission Nature de France Nature Environnement, Réseau Nature de
France Nature Environnement, 8, rue Ad¢le Riton - 67000 Strasbourg
tél : +33 3 883291 14. Fax:+33 3 882231 74. E-mail : nature@fne.asso.fr (F)

Il Nibbio - Antio Bana’s Foundation for research on ornithological migration and
environmental protection / Il Nibbio — Fondation Antonio Bana pour la recherche des
migrations ornithologiques et la protection de I’environnement

Mr Giovanni BANA, President, Via Sant Antonio 11, [-20122 MILANO, Italy.

Tel: +39 02 58304902. Fax: +39 02 58305005. E-mail: fein@nibbio.org. http://www.nibbio.org (E)

Mrs Paola MAGNANI, Wildlife Technician, Via Sant Antonio 11, I-20122 MILANO, Italy.
Tel: +39 02 5830 4902 (+39 031 762162). Fax: +39 02 5830 5005 (+39 031 762162).

E-mail: fein@nibbio.org (E)
Dr Massimo MARRACCI, Via Sant Antonio 11, [-20122 MILANO, Italy.

Tel: ... Fax:... E-mail : fein@nibbio.org (E)
Ms Roberta CORNALBA, Office Manager, Via Sant Antonio 11, 1-20122 MILANO, Italy.

Tel: ... Fax:... E-mail : fein@nibbio.org (E)

International Association for Falconry & Conservation of Birds of Prey / Association
internationale de la fauconnerie et de la conservation des oiseaux de proie

Mr Christian de COUNE, Le Cochetay, Their des Forges, 85, B-4140 GOMZE ANDOUMONT,
Belgium.

Tel : +32 4 368 40 21. Fax: +32 4 368 40 15. E-mail: c.decoune@euronet.be (F/E)

Journées européennes du Cortinaire (JEC) / European Council for Conservation of Fungi (ECCF)
Mr Jean-Paul KOUNE, Vice-Président, 27 rue du Commandant Frangois, F-67100 STRASBOURG.
Tel : +33 3 88 39 67 76. E-mail : jean-paul.koune.jec@wanadoo.fr (F)




T-PVS (2003) 24 -32-

Large Herbivore Initiative for Europe — WWEF / Initiative en faveur des grands herbivores en
Europe - WWF (LHIE-WWF)

Mr Fred BAERSELMAN, Executive Director Large Herbivore Foundation, WWF International,
PO box 155, NL-2250 AD VOORSCHOTEN, The Netherlands.

Tel. +31 71 561 2897. Fax. +31 71 561 5790.

E-mail: fbaerselman@wwf.nl ; fred@largeherbivore.org (E)

Large Carnivore Initiative for Europe — WWF / Initiative en faveur des grands carnivores en
Europe - WWF (LCIE-WWF)

Ms Agnieszka OLSZANSKA, LCIE coordinator, Institute of Nature Conservation PAS, al.
Mickiewicza 33, 31-120 KRAKOW, Poland.

Tel: +48 12 6322755 ext. 146. Fax: +48 12 6322432. E-mail: olszanska@jiop.krakow.pl E)
mobile phone: +48 602 235822. http://www.large-carnivores-Icie.org

Mr Urs BREITENMOSER, Swiss Rabies Centre, Institute of Veterinary Virology, University of Bern,
Laenggass-Str. 122, CH-3012 BERN / Switzerland.
Tel: +41 (631) 951 70 40. E-mail: breitenmoser@ivv.unibe.ch (E)

Mr Paolo MOLINARLI, Italian Lynx Project, Via A. Diaz 90, 1-33018 TARVISIO, Italy.
Tel: +... Fax:+... E-mail: P.Molinari@Progetto-Lince-Italia.it (E)

Mrs Anja MOLINARI-JOBIN, coordinatrice du SCALP, Riiti 62C, CH-3855 SCHWANDEN, Suisse
Tel. /Fax +41 33 951 04 78, e-mail: JobinMolinari@aol.com (E)

Mediterranean Association to Save the Sea Turtles (MEDASSET) / Association méditerranéenne
pour sauver les tortues marines (MEDASSET)

Mrs Lily-Thérése VENIZELOS, President, 1¢ Licavitou St., 106 72 ATHENS, Greece.

[c/o 24 Park Towers, 2 Brick St., LONDON W1J 7DD, United Kingdom.]

Tel: +3 0210 3613572 /3640389. Fax: +3 010 3613572. E-mail: medasset@hol.gr
http://www.euroturtle.org/medasset. http://www.exeter.ac.uk/ MEDASSET (E/F)

Dr Max KASPAREK, MEDASSET’s Scientific Adviser, Monchhofstr. 16, 69120 HEIDELBERG,
Germany.
Tel: +49 6221 475069. Fax: +49 6221 471858. E-mail: kasparek@t-online.de (E)

National Society for Nature Protection (SNPN) (France) / Société nationale de protection de la
nature (SNPN) (France)
Mr Alain ZECCHINI, administrateur de la Société nationale de protection de la nature, 9 rue Cels,
F-75014 PARIS, France
Tel/Fax : +33 1 47 07 44 97 E-mail : a-zecchini@club-internet.fr (F)

Pro Natura - Swiss League for Nature Protection / Pro Natura — Ligue suisse pour la protection de
la nature

Mrs Brigit WYSS, Projektleiterin Umweltrecht, Abt.Politik und Internationales, Pro Natura,
Dornacherstrasse 192, Postfach, CH-4018 BALE, Switzerland.

Tél: +41 (0) 61 31792 41. Fax :+41(0) 61 317 92 66. E-mail: brigit.wyss@pronatura.ch (E)
http://www.pronatura.ch

Societas Europaea Herpetologica (SEH)

Mr Keith CORBETT, SEH Conservation Chair, c/o The Herpetological Conservation Trust,
655a Christchurch Road, Boscombe, Bournemouth, Dorset BH1 4AP, United Kingdom.

Tel: +44 1202 391319. Fax: +44 1202 392785. E-mail: keith.Corbett@herpconstrust.org.uk (E)

Mr Paul EDGAR, Projects Officer, SEH Representative, c/o The Herpetological Conservation Trust,
655a Christchurch Road, Boscombe, Bournemouth, Dorset BH1 4AP, United Kingdom.
Tel : +44 1202 391319. Fax: +44 1202 392785. E-mail : Paul.edgar@Herpconstrust.org.uk (E)




-33- T-PVS (2003) 24

Study, Research and Conservation Centre for Environment in Alsace / Centre d’étude, de
recherche et de protection de I’environnement en Alsace (CERPEA)

Mr Gérard BAUMGART, Expert ONG, Centre d’étude de recherche et de protection de
I’environnement en Alsace (CERPEA), 12, rue de Touraine, 67100 STRASBOURG, France.

Tel/Fax : +33 3 88 39 42 74. E-mail : baumgart@noos.fr (F)

Mr Guy HILDWEIN, Docteur es Sciences, 1, avenue d’Alsace, 67000 STRASBOURG. (F)

The World Conservation Union / L’Union mondiale pour la nature (IUCN/UICN)

Mr Piero GENOVESI, SSC Invasive Species Specialist Group, National Wildlife Institute, Via Ca’
Formacetta 9, 1-40064 OZZANO EMILIA (BO), Italy.

Tel: +39 051 6512 228. Fax: +39 051 796 628. E-mail : infspapk@iperbole.bologna.it (E)

World Wide Fund for Nature / Fonds mondial pour la nature (WWF)

Ms Sandra JEN, European Ecological Networks Policy Officer, WWF European Policy Office,
36, avenue de Tervuren — Boite 12, B-1040 BRUSSELS, Belgique.

Tel : +32 2 743 88 13. Fax :+322 743 88 19. E-mail: sjen@wwfepo.org (E/F)

V. CONSULTANTS/EXPERTS CONSULTANTS

Mr Urs BREITENMOSER, Swiss Rabies Centre, Institute of Veterinary Virology, University of Bern,
Laenggass-Str. 122, CH-3012 BERN / Switzerland.
Tel: +41 (631) 2378. Fax: +41 (631) 2534. E-mail: breitenmoser@ivv.unibe.ch (E)

Mr Piero GENOVESI, Researcher, National Wildlife Institute, Via Ca’ Formacetta9,
1-40064 OZZANO EMILIA (BO), Italy.
Tel: +39 051 6512 228. Fax: +39 051 796 628. E-mail : infspapk@iperbole.bologna.it (E)

Mr Yves GONSETH, Directeur, Centre suisse de cartographie de la faune (CSCF), Musée d’histoire
naturelle, Terreaux 14, CH-2000 NEUCHATEL.
Tel : +41 32 7257 257. Fax:+4132 7177 969. E-mail : yves.gonseth@cscf.unine.ch (F)

Mr Eckhart KUIJKEN, General Director, Institute of Nature Conservation, Kliniekstraat 25,
B-1070 BRUSSELS, Belgium.
Tel: +32 (2) 558 18 11. Fax: +32 (2) 558 18 03. E-mail : eckhart.kuijken@instnat.be (E)

Mr Hervé LETHIER, Le Belvédére, Chemin de 1’Observatoire, CH-1264 SAINT-CERGUE,
Switzerland.
Tel: +41 (22) 360 12 34. E-mail: herve.lethier@wanadoo.fr (F)

Mr Paolo MOLINARI, Progetto Lince Italia - SCALP, Via A. Diaz-90, 33018 TARVISIO, Italy.
Tel. /Fax +41 33 951 04 78. E-mail: JobinMolinari@aol.com (E)

Dr Markus NIPKOW, Officer for Ornithology and Bird Conservation NABU — Head Office,
NABU-Naturshutzbund Deutschland e.v., D-53223 BONN, Germany.

Tel: +49 2 28 40 36-155. Fax: +49 2 28 40 36-203. E-mail: Markus.Nipkow@NABU.de (E)
http://www.NABU.de

Ms Agnieszka OLSZANSKA, LCIE coordinator, Institute of Nature Conservation PAS, al.
Mickiewicza 33, 31-120 KRAKOW, Poland.

Tel: +48 12 6322755 ext. 146. Fax: +48 12 6322432. E-mail: olszanska@jiop.krakow.pl E)
mobile phone: +48 602 235822. http://www.large-carnivores-Icie.org




T-PVS (2003) 24 -34-

Mr Richard PODLOUCKY, Niedersichsisches Landesamt fiir Okologie (Lower Saxony State Agency
for Ecology), Department Nature Conservation, Am Flugplatz 14, D-31137 HILDESHEIM, Germany.
Tel: +49 5121 509 272. Fax: +49 5121 509 233.

E-mail: Richard.podloucky@nloe.niedersachsen.de (E)

Mr Christoph PROMBERGER, LCIE CG - Carpathian Wildlife Foundation, Str. Dr. loan Senechea
162, 505800 ZARNESTI, Romania.
Tel: +40 744 532798. Fax: +40 268 233081. E-mail: christoph@clcp.ro (BE)

Mr Marc ROEKAERTS, Ringlaan 57, B-3530 HOUTHALEN, Belgium.
Tel : +32 11 60 42 34. Fax:+32 116024 59. E-mail : marc.roekaerts@eureko.be (E/F)

Mrs Clare SHINE, Consultant in Environmental Policy and Law, IUCN Commission on
Environmental Law, 37 rue Erlanger, F-75016 PARIS, France.
Tel : +33 1465190 11. Fax:+33 1465190 10. E-mail : clare.shine@noos.fr (E)

VI. INTERPRETERS/INTERPRETES

Mrs Ingrid CATTON-CONTY, 26, rue de I’Yvette, F-75016 PARIS, France.
Tel: +33 14544 22 52. Fax: +33 14050 04 22. E-mgmail: Ingcatton@aol.com

Mrs Starr PIROT, Chemin des Mollards, CH-1261 St. GEORGE, Suisse.
Tel/Fax : +41 22 368 20 67. E-mail :

Mrs Sylvie NOSSEREAU, 6, avenue Alfred Carteron, F-91370 VERRIERES-LE-BUISSON, France.
Tel: +33 1 69 81 78 80. Fax: +33 169 20 66 41. E-mail: sylvie.nossereau@wanadoo.fr

Interprétes allemandes :
Ms Simone IRSFELD, Referat 1 I 4 Sprachendienst, Postfach 12 06 29, 53048 BONN
Te : +49 1888 305-2276. Fax : +49 1888 305-2289. E-mail : Simone.Irsfeld@bmu.bund.de

Ms Enken TADSEN-DUCH, Referat Z I 4 Sprachendienst, Postfach 12 06 29, 53048 BONN.
Tel: +49 1888 305-2282. Fax: +49 1888 305-2289. E-mail: Enken.Tadsen-Duch@bmu.bund.de

VIl. SECRETARIAT / SECRETARIAT

Council of Europe / Conseil de I’Europe, Directorate of Culture and of Cultural and Natural
Heritage / Direction de la Culture et du Patrimoine culturel et naturel, F-67075 STRASBOURG
CEDEX, France. Tel:+33388412000. Fax:+3338841375I

Mr Bendik RUGAAS, General Director / Directeur Général, Directorate General of Education, Culture
and Heritage, Youth and Sport / Direction générale Education, Culture et Patrimoine, Jeunesse et Sport
Tel: +33 3 88 41 22 35. E-mail: bendik.rugaas@coe.int

Mrs Catherine ROTH, Director of Culture and Cultural and Natural Heritage / Directeur de la Culture
et du Patrimoine culturel et naturel
Tel : +33 3 88 41 22 50. E-mail : catherine.roth@coe.int

Mr Eladio FERNANDEZ-GALIANO, Head of Natural Heritage and Biological Diversity Division /
Chef de la Division du Patrimoine naturel et de la Diversité biologique
Tel : +33 3 88412259 Fax:+33 388413751 E-mail : eladio.fernandez-galiano@coe.int

Mrs Frangoise BAUER, Principal administrative assistant / Assistante administrative principale, Natural
Heritage and Biological Diversity Division / Division du Patrimoine naturel et de la Diversité biologique
Tel: +333 884122 61. Fax:+33388413751. E-mail : francoise.bauer@coe.int




-35- T-PVS (2003) 24

Mrs Héléene BOUGUESSA, Principal administrative assistant / Assistante administrative principale,
Natural Heritage and Biological Diversity Division / Division du Patrimoine naturel et de la Diversité
biologique

Tel: +333 884122 64. Fax:+33388413751. E-mail : helene.bouguessa@coe.int

Mrs Véronique de CUSSAC, Natural Heritage and Biological Diversity Division / Division du
Patrimoine naturel et de la Diversité biologique
Tel : +333 88413476 Fax:+33 3884137 51. E-mail : veronique.decussac@coe.int




T-PVS (2003) 24 -36-

Appendix 2
Agenda
PART | - OPENING
1. Opening of the meeting and adoption of the agenda

2. Chairman's report and communications from the delegations and from the
Secretariat.

PART Il - MONITORING AND IMPLEMENTATION OF LEGAL ASPECTS
3. Monitoring of the implementation of the legal aspects of the Convention

3.1 Swedish proposal of Amendment of Appendix I (33 species of Fungi)
3.2 Biennial reports 2001-2002 and 1999-2000 concerning exceptions made to Articles 4, 5, 6, 7 or
8

* Jtems for information:
— T-PVS/Inf (2003) ... Report on the implementation of the Convention in the United
Kingdom (draft)
— T-PVS (2003) 4 and . : Bureau Reports

PART 11l - MONITORING OF SPECIES AND HABITATS
4. Monitoring of Species and Habitats

4.1 Invasive Alien Species. Report from Group of experts. European Strategy on IAS

4.2 Seminar on Large Carnivores in the Carpathians, follow-up of Iberian lynx conservation, lynx
in the Alps and information from LCIE work

4.3 Action Plan on the European bison

4.4 Birds. Impact of wind farms and electric lines. 5 new action plans.

4.5 Group of Experts on Conservation of Amphibians and Reptiles

4.6 Group of Experts on Conservation of Invertebrates

4.7 Habitats: setting up of ecological networks: Emerald Network progress

4.8 Workshop on Marine and Coastal Biological Diversity and input into COP—7 of CBD

* Jtems for information:

— T-PVS/Inf (2003) 8 Fifty datasheets of European flora in need of conservation measures

— T-PVS/Inf (2003) 15 Protecting Birds from Powerlines

—  T-PVS/Inf (2003) 30 Impact of windfarms on birds and precautionary measures

— T-PVS/Inf (2003) .. Action Plans for Large Carnivores in the Carpathians

— T-PVS/Inf(2002) 3 Conservation of marine and coastal biodiversity in the Mediterr.
and the Black Seas

— T-PVS/Inf (2002) 3 2 Conservation of marine and coastal biodiversity in the Atlantic
and Baltic Seas

* These items are presented only for information. They will not be subject to oral presentations or
discussion unless on the request of a Party at the adoption of the agenda.
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PART IV - MONITORING OF SPECIFIC SITES AND POPULATIONS
Specific sites and populations

Files
- Akamas Peninsula (Cyprus)
- Green turtle (Chelonia mydas) in Kazanli (Turkey)

Possible Files

- Odelouca dam (Portugal)

- Wolf control in Switzerland and legal status of the species

- Hydro-electric dams at Karahnjukar and Nordlingaalda (Iceland)

On-the-spot appraisals
- Motorway construction project Via Baltica (Poland)

Follow-up of selected recommendations from previous meetings

- Recommendation No. 84 (2000) on the conservation of Western Milos and in particular the
Milos’ viper Macrovipera schweizeri

- Recommendation No. 97 (2002) on the conservation of the Bald ibis (Geronticus eremita)
and the tourism development project in Tifnit (Souss Massa, Morocco)

- Recommendation No. 98 (2002) on the project to build a motorway through the Kresna
Gorge (Bulgaria)

Items for information
- Catching, killing or trading of protected birds in Cyprus
- Military antenna in the Sovereign Base Areas in Cyprus

* Other items for information:

Olympic rowing centre at Schinias-Marathon (Greece)
Caretta caretta in Patara (Turkey)
Caretta caretta in Zakynthos (Greece)

6.1
6.2
6.3
6.4

© o N

PART V - STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT OF THE CONVENTION
Strategic development of the Convention

Draft General Principles on Environment Protection for Sustainable development
25" Anniversary of the signature of the Convention

Draft Programme of Activities for 2004

States to be invited as observers to the 24" meeting

PART VI- OTHER ITEMS

Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman
Date and place of the 24™ meeting, adoption of the report
Other business (items for information only)
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Appendix 3 *: fo

COUNCIL  CONSEIL
OF EUROPE  DE L'EUROPE

Convention on the Conservation of

European Wildlife and Natural Habitats

Standing Committee

Recommendation No.99 (2003) of the Standing Committee, adopted on
4 December 2003, on the European Strategy on Invasive Alien Species

The Standing Committee of the Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural
Habitats, in accordance with Article 14 of the Convention,

Having regard to the aim of the Convention which is notably to ensure the conservation of wild flora and
fauna, by giving particular attention to species, including migratory species, which are threatened with
extinction and vulnerable;

Recalling that under Article 11, paragraph 2.b of the Convention, each Contracting Party undertakes to
strictly control the introduction of non-native species;

Bearing in mind Recommendation No. R (84) 14 of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of
Europe to Member states on the introduction of non-native species, adopted on 21 June 1984;

Recalling Recommendation No. 57 (1997) on the Introduction of Organisms belonging to Non-Native
Species into the Environment, and the use it makes of terms such as “native species” and “introduction”,
as well as to the species, subspecies or varieties to which Recommendation 57 refers to;

Recalling Recommendation No. 77 (1999) on the eradication of non-native terrestrial vertebrates;

Recalling that under Article 8.h of the Convention on Biological Diversity, each Party undertakes to
prevent the introduction of, control or eradicate those alien species which threaten ecosystems, habitats
or species;

Recalling Decision VI/23 of the 6" Conference of the Parties of the Convention on Biological Diversity,
on Alien species that threaten ecosystems, habitats or species, and the definitions used in that text, as
well as the conservation guidelines of the Africa-Eurasian Migratory Waterfowl Agreement;

Wishing to contribute to improve the control of the introduction of alien species, and the mitigation of
the effects of invasive alien species on the native flora, fauna and natural habitats;

Noting that substantial progress on regulation, management and eradication of invasive alien species has
been achieved in Europe in the last years;

Referring to the measures proposed in the “European Strategy on Invasive Alien Species”, [document
T--PVS(2003) 77;
Recommends that Contracting Parties:

1. draw up and implement national strategies on invasive alien species taking into account the
European Strategy on Invasive Alien Species mentioned above;

2. co-operate, as appropriate, with other Contracting Parties and Observer States in the prevention of
introduction of invasive alien species, the mitigation of their impacts on native flora and fauna and
natural habitats, and their eradication or containment where feasible and practical, inter alia by
exchanging information, collaborating in European projects and paying particular attention to invasive
alien species in trade and transboundary areas;

3. keep the Standing Committee informed of the measures taken to implement this recommendation;

Invites Observer States to take note of this recommendation and implement it as appropriate.
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Appendix 4 :n **

COUNCIL  CONSEIL
OF EUROPE  DE L'EUROPE

Convention on the Conservation

of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats

Standing Committee

Recommendation No. 100 (2003) of the Standing Committee, adopted on
4 December 2003, on conservation of large carnivores in the Carpathians

The Standing Committee of the Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural
Habitats, acting under Article 14 of the Convention,

Having regard to the aims of the convention to conserve wild fauna and its natural habitats;

Recalling its Recommendation No. 59 (1997) on the drafting and implementation of action plans of
wild fauna species;

Recalling its Recommendation No. 74 (1999) on the conservation of large carnivores;

Referring to the Action Plans on wolf, Eurasian lynx and brown bear, presented by the Large
Carnivore Initiative for Europe [“Nature and Environment Series” Nos. 112, 113 and 114];

Welcoming the signature of the Framework Convention on the Protection and Sustainable
Development of the Carpathians and noting the specific reference to large carnivores and their
conservation;

Wishing to maintain and restore, in coexistence with people, viable populations of large carnivores as
an integral part of ecosystem and landscapes in Europe;

Acknowledging the transboundary character of conservation measures for large carnivores in
neighbouring countries and wishing to promote a harmonious management of these species in the
Carpathians,

Recommends the Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Romania, the Slovak Republic and Ukraine, and
invites Serbia and Montenegro, to:

1. co-operate to jointly prepare a Carpathian Strategy Plan for conservation and management of large
carnivores, promoting involvement of the appropriate regional organisations and taking due note of the
Action Plans for wolf, lynx and bear prepared by the Large Carnivore Initiative for Europe and referred
to in Recommendation No. 74 of the Standing Committee;

2. in the context of the exercise above, draft and implement national action plans for large carnivores.
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Appendix 5 Al

COUNCIL  CONSEIL
OF EUROPE  DE L'EUROPE

Convention on the Conservation

of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats

Standing Committee

Recommendation No. 101 (2003) of the Standing Committee, adopted on
4 December 2003, on the implementation of the Pan-Alpine Conservation Strategy for
the Lynx (PACS)

The Standing Committee of the Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural
Habitats, acting under Article 14 of the Convention,

Having regard to the aims of the convention to conserve wild fauna and its natural habitats;
Considering that the European lynx (Lynx lynx) is a fundamental part of the European natural heritage;
Noting that the population of lynx in the Alps is still fragmented and vulnerable;

Conscious that international co-operation by all Alpine States is necessary for the long-term
preservation and management of the species in the region;

Recalling that one of the aims of the convention is to conserve wild fauna and its habitats, specially
those species whose conservation requires the co-operation of several states, and to promote such
co-operation;

Recalling its Recommendation No. 89 (2001) adopted on 30 November 2001 on the conservation of
the European Lynx in the Alps and aware that the implementation of the Pan-Alpine Conservation
Strategy for the lynx (PACS) may be a useful tool to redress the situation;

Recalling its Recommendation No. 58 (1997) on the reintroduction of organisms belonging to wild
species and on restocking and reinforcing populations of such organisms in the environment;

Stressing the need to advance to a more coordinated management of the whole population of lynx in
the Alps and welcoming in this context both the Action Plan for the conservation of the European lynx
in Europe presented by the Large Carnivore Initiative for Europe sponsored by the World Wide Fund
for Nature (WWF) (Nature and Environment Series, No. 112) and the Pan-Alpine Conservation
Strategy for the lynx (PACS) (Nature and Environment Series, No. 130);

Considering the Pan-Alpine Conservation Strategy for the lynx (PACS) as a sound guideline for
competent national authorities, which will be useful to implement;

Desirous of taking prompt action for the conservation and appropriate management of lynx in the Alps
and setting as a long term objective the establishment and maintenance of a continuous population of
lynx in the Alps, covering most of existing suitable habitats;

Desirous to avoid a further loss of biological diversity in Europe and wishing to promote co-existence
of viable populations of lynx in the Alps with sustained development of its rural areas and noting that
lynx conservation is compatible with other human activities such as livestock raising and hunting;

Convinced that illegal killing of lynx and other illegal activities affecting the species have no place in
lynx management and should be actively eradicated;

Noting progress in the implementation of Recommentdation No. 89 (2001) by some states, and
congratulating in particular Switzerland for the success in the re-introduction of lynx in Eastern
Switzerland;
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Noting, however that the Pan-Alpine Lynx population can only be achieved if healthy lynx
populations are built up in Austria and Italy;

Recommends that Contracting Parties to the convention from the Alpine Region:
1. urgently draw up and implement lynx management plans if not already operative;

2. improve communication and coordination with neighbouring states on management of
transboundary lynx populations, in particular in the development and implementation of
Action Plans; establish as appropriate coordinating mechanisms for lynx and other large
carnivores in the Alpine arc;

3. provide technical support, as appropriate, for lynx re-introduction operations in other Alpine
states;

4. strengthen measures against illegal killing of lynx;
Recommends that Austria:

5. establish a national body to promote, organise and coordinate efforts to conserve, support and
study the Austrian lynx population; in that context urgently establish an efficient nationwide
monitoring mechanism for lynx;

6. on the basis of the result of monitoring, consider carrying out at the appropriate moment
re-introduction / translocation projects; in that context make appropriate feasibility studies;

Recommends that Germany:
7. monitor lynx presence in the German Alps;

8. evaluate the feasibility of re-introducing lynx in the Alps, including the assessment of habitat
suitability and human dimension aspects;

Recommends that Italy:

9. support measures to improve a permanent monitoring system for lynx in Italy, with special
attention to the Alps;

Recommends that Slovenia:
10. evaluate the habitat suitability and potential dispersal of lynx in the Slovenian Alps;
11. reinforce lynx conservation measures in the Slovenian Alps;

Recommends that Switzerland:

12. improve relationships and communication between different social groups with interests in
lynx.
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Appendix 6 Ayl

COUNCIL  CONSEIL

OF EUROPE  DE L'EUROPE

Convention on the Conservation

of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats

Standing Committee

Recommendation No. 102 (2003) of the Standing Committee, adopted on
4 December 2003, on the Strategy on the European Bison (Bison bonasus)

The Standing Committee to the Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural
Habitats, acting under the terms of Article 14 of the Convention;

Having regard to the aims of the convention to conserve wild fauna and its natural habitats;

Recalling that Article 1, paragraph 2 of the convention requires Parties to give particular emphasis to the
conservation of endangered and vulnerable species;

Noting that the European Bison (Bison bonasus) is an endangered species;
Desirous to avoid a further loss of biological diversity in Europe;

Aware that the drafting and implementation of national Action Plans may be a useful tool to redress the
situation of this species;

Recalling its Recommendation No. 59 (1997) on the Drafting and Implementation of Action Plans of
Wild Fauna Species;

Recalling its Recommendation No. 43 (1995) on the conservation of threatened mammals in Europe, and
its Resolution No. 3 (1996) on the setting up of the Emerald Network;

Referring to the Strategy on European bison presented by the Large Hervibore Initiative for Europe
(LHI) sponsored by the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) document T-PVS/Inf (2003) 20 revised];

Desirous of taking prompt action for the conservation and appropriate management of this species;
Considering this strategy as a guideline for competent national authorities;
Wishing to see this strategy complemented with a more action-oriented appendix;

Recommends Contracting Parties to the convention and invites observer States to consider drafting and
implementing (or, if appropriate, reinforcing) national Action Plans for the European bison; take note, in
that context, of the above-mentioned Strategy presented by the Large Hervibore Initiative for Europe.
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COUNCIL  CONSEIL

Convention on the Conservation D e e

of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats

Standing Committee

Recommendation No. 103 (2003) of the Standing Committee, adopted on
4 December 2003, on five new Action Plans for most threatened birds in the
Convention’s area

The Standing Committee to the Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural
Habitats, acting under the terms of Article 14 of the Convention,

Recalling its recommendations:
- No. 48 (1996) on the conservation of globally threatened birds in Europe,
- No. 61 (1997) on the conservation of the White-headed Duck (Oxyura leucocephala),

- No. 62 (1997) on the conservation of regionally threatened birds in the Macaronesian and the
Mediterranean regions,

- No. 88 (2001) on the implementation of five new action plans for globally threatened birds in
Europe;

- No. 92 (2002), on sixteen new Action Plans for most threatened birds in the Convention’s area;

- No. 93 (2002), on the further implementation of Action Plans for Globally threatened birds and
on other issues of interest for bird conservation in the Convention's range

Desirous to avoid a further loss of biological diversity in Europe;

Aware that the design and implementation of Recovery Plans may be a useful tool to redress the
situation of globally threatened birds in the Convention’s area;

Noting the value and usefulness of birds action plans already endorsed by the Committee in previous
recommendations and carried out by numerous states,

Welcoming collaboration with the European Commission, with the Secretariat of the Africa-Eurasian
Migratory Waterfowl Agreement (UNEP/AEWA), with the Protocol concerning Mediterranean
Specially Protected Areas of the Barcelona Convention, with the Ramsar Convention and other
appropriate biodiversity related treaties and programmes, in the implementation of the actions plans, and
recognising equally the positive co-operation established with BirdLife International and its partners and
Wetlands International;

Referring to the 5 new Action Plans on European globally threatened birds presented by to the
Committee by BirdLife [documents T-PVS/Inf (2003)13, 14, 17, 18 and19];

Desirous to take prompt action for the conservation of Europe's most threatened birds,

Recommends that Contracting Parties to the Convention or States invited to accede thereto or to attend
sessions of the Standing Committee as observers:

Carry out (or, if appropriate, reinforce) National Action Plans for the species listed in Appendix to the
recommendation; take note, in that context, of the above-mentioned Action Plans on European
globally threatened birds.
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Appendix to Recommendation No. 103 (2003)
List of 5 bird species concerned by the Recommendation

1. Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus

2. Black-winged Pratincole Glareola nordmanni
3. Sociable Lapwing Chettusia gregaria

4, Great Snipe Gallinago media

3. Cinereous Bunting Emberiza cineracea
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COUNCIL  CONSEIL
OF EUROPE  DE L'EUROPE

Convention on the Conservation

of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats

Standing Committee

Recommendation  No. 104 (2003) of the Standing Committee, adopted on
4 December 2003, on the conservation of the Spur-thighed tortoise Testudo graeca
graeca in Spain

The Standing Committee of the Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural
Habitats, acting under the terms of Article 14 of the Convention,

Having regard to the aims of the convention to conserve wild flora and fauna and their natural
habitats;

Having regard to Resolution (78) 22 of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe on
threatened amphibians and reptiles in Europe ;

Recalling its recommendation No. 59 (1997) on the Drafting and Implementation of Action Plans of
Wild Fauna Species;

Recalling its 1993 Guidelines for Recovery Plans for species of amphibians and reptiles;

Recalling that Article 3 of the convention provides that each Contracting Party shall take the necessary
steps to promote national policies for the conservation of wild flora, wild fauna and natural habitats,
with particular attention to endangered and vulnerable species, especially endemic ones, and
endangered habitats;

Recalling that Article 4, paragraph 1, of the convention provides that each Contracting Party shall take
appropriate and necessary legislative and administrative measures to ensure the conservation of the
habitats of the wild flora and fauna species, especially those specified in its Appendices I and II, and
the conservation of endangered natural habitats;

Recommends that the Government of Spain:

Draw up and implement a Species Recovery Programme for Testudo graeca graeca which includes
measures to control further development of urbanisation, tourism and agriculture according to the
conservation needs of this species and which takes into account the need to :

a) avoid any further fragmentation, isolation or loss of core habitat by destruction, grading and
exploitation of undeveloped land by urbanisation, tourist development, road-building and
agriculture (e.g. vegetables and fruit trees); this holds in particular for the plan of a new highway
from Aguilas to Cartagena, which will affect and cut in two one of the populations with the
highest density (Morra del Pan); other alternatives should be considered.

b) avoid grading and ploughing in the core habitats and breeding grounds to stop killing or injuring
of tortoises or the destruction of their egg clutches;

c) control the use of pesticides in and around all core habitats (buffer zones);

d) forbid the burning of scrubland, open maquis and garigue in tortoise habitats and take appropriate
steps to avoid such fires (education, prevention, immediate fire suppression);

e) avoid any release of tortoises of foreign origin, for example other populations or pet animals, into
indigenous populations.
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COUNCIL  CONSEIL
OF EUROPE  DE L'EUROPE

Convention on the Conservation

of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats

Standing Committee

Recommendation  No. 105 (2003) of the Standing Committee, adopted on
4 December 2003, on the conservation of the Nile soft-shelled turtle Trionyx triunguis in
Turkey

The Standing Committee of the Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural
Habitats, acting under the terms of Article 14 of the Convention,

Having regard to the aims of the convention to conserve wild flora and fauna and their natural
habitats;

Having regard to Resolution (78) 22 of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe on
threatened amphibians and reptiles in Europe ;

Recalling its Recommendation n® 26 (1991) on the conservation of some threatened reptiles in Europe
that recommended Turkey to protect Trionyx triunguis populations;

Recalling its recommendation No. 59 (1997) on the Drafting and Implementation of Action Plans of
Wild Fauna Species;

Recalling its 1993 Guidelines for Recovery Plans for species of amphibians and reptiles;

Recalling that Article 3 of the convention provides that each Contracting Party shall take the necessary
steps to promote national policies for the conservation of wild flora, wild fauna and natural habitats,
with particular attention to endangered and vulnerable species, especially endemic ones, and
endangered habitats;

Recalling that Article 4, paragraph 1, of the convention provides that each Contracting Party shall take
appropriate and necessary legislative and administrative measures to ensure the conservation of the
habitats of the wild flora and fauna species, especially those specified in the Appendices I and II, and
the conservation of endangered natural habitats;

Taking into account that the Mediterranean population of Trionyx has been listed by IUCN in the
“Red List of Threatened Species” as critically endangered, (that is as a species which faces an
extremely high risk of extinction in the wild);

Recalling that detailed information on distribution, population and conservation needs have been
presented to the Standing Committee of Bern Convention at various occasions, including in documents
T-PVS (98) 59 and T-PVS (99) 73;

Noting that Turkey holds by far the largest population in the Mediterranean, apparently amounting to
approximately 90% of the entire Mediterranean population;

Noting with satisfaction that Turkey has taken positive steps towards the protection of the species;.
Recommends that the Government of Turkey:

Give Trionyx triunguis nesting and feeding habitats both inland and at sea the necessary protection, for
instance by

- setting aside certain areas for the species’ protection in the Dalyan area, where turtles can mate
and lay eggs free from human disturbance.
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integrating nest protection measures in the Dalyan area into already existing nature protection
programmes;

further rehabilitating nesting habitats at Kukurtlu G6l (Dalaman area) with the aim of establishing
suitable nesting sites which have been lost in the past;

considering giving the Dalaman area an overall protection, which ensures that the ecological
functions of the coastal wetland are not negatively influenced by recreational activities, tourist
development, human disturbance, etc;

taking further measures to prevent the unintentional capture of individuals by trawls off the coast
of the Cukurova delta (Seyhan, Ceyhan, Berdan River deltas);

taking further measures against direct kills by fishermen, when the animals destroy fishing nets or
enter fish traps;

assessing the population status of Trionyx triunguis at other potential sites along the Turkish
Mediterranean and taking the necessary measures.
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COUNCIL  CONSEIL
OF EUROPE  DE L'EUROPE

Convention on the Conservation

of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats

Standing Committee

Recommendation No. 106 (2003) of the Standing Committee, adopted on
4 December 2003, on the conservation of the Aesculapian snake Elaphe longissima

The Standing Committee of the Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural
Habitats, acting under the terms of Article 14 of the Convention,

Having regard to the aims of the convention to conserve wild flora and fauna and their natural
habitats;

Having regard to Resolution (78) 22 of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe on
threatened amphibians and reptiles in Europe ;

Recalling that Article 3 of the convention provides that each Contracting Party shall take the necessary
steps to promote national policies for the conservation of wild flora, wild fauna and natural habitats,
with particular attention to endangered and vulnerable species, especially endemic ones, and
endangered habitats;

Recalling that Article 4, paragraph 1, of the convention provides that each Contracting Party shall take
appropriate and necessary legislative and administrative measures to ensure the conservation of the
habitats of the wild flora and fauna species, especially those specified in the Appendices I and II, and
the conservation of endangered natural habitats;

Noting that isolated populations of Elaphe longissima (particularly those in North Tyrol and West
Salzburg for Austria, West Bohemia for the Czech Republic Rheingau for Germany, and the Carpathians
and South Bug for Ukraine, are very vulnerable to habitat fragmentation and require special habitat
conservation measures

Recommends that the Governments of Austria, the Czech Republic, Germany and Ukraine:
Take the following measures in favour of isolated populations of Elaphe longissima :

a) ensure that their key hibernation, feeding and breeding sites are appropriately protected and
managed;

b) avoid any further fragmentation, and ensure that connectivity of populations or subpopulations is
addressed and possibly reversed, for instance by the establishment of “wildlife corridors”;

c) ensure regular monitoring to determine status and threats, so that decline factors may be
addressed.
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COUNCIL  CONSEIL
OF EUROPE  DE L'EUROPE

Convention on the Conservation

of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats

Standing Committee

Recommendation No. 107 (2003) of the Standing Committee, adopted on
4 December 2003, on the Odelouca Dam (Portugal)

The Standing Committee of the Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural
Habitats, acting under the terms of Article 14 of the Convention,

Having regard to the aims of the Convention to conserve wild flora and fauna and their natural
habitats;

Recalling that under Article 1, paragraph 2 the Parties agree to give particular emphasis to endangered
and vulnerable species, including endangered and vulnerable migratory species;

Referring to the other Convention provisions regarding the protection of habitats and conservation of
species;

Recalling its own recommendations on protection of the lynx in particular and its action plans;

Referring also to Committee of Ministers Resolution N° (77) 7 on the protection of threatened
mammals in Europe;

Recalling that the Iberian lynx is one of the strictly protected species listed in Appendix II to the
Convention;

Considering that this is one of the most threatened carnivore species in Europe, and the most
endangered feline species in the world;

Having regard to the situation of the Iberian lynx, which is on the verge of extinction throughout
Portuguese territory as a whole;

Acknowledging that, although no lynx have actually been detected in recent years in the areas affected
by the project, this cannot in any case be considered as evidence of the species’ absence from these
areas, especially since a series of assumptions, still to be confirmed, tends to indicate that it has
recently been present on an occasional basis;

Recalling that, in application of the Convention, it is appropriate in all cases to maintain this animal’s
habitat with a view to facilitating recolonisation or reintroducing the species;

Noting that the proposed dam on the Odeluca river is located inside a special conservation area
identified by the Portuguese authorities in application of the “Habitats” Directive, specifically on
account of the value of this area for the Iberian lynx;

Noting also that this project is motivated by a wish to satisfy a public interest, in this case the domestic
water consumption needs in the Algarve region;

Aware that there will be direct consequences on the habitat of the Iberian lynx and on other species,
especially aquatic species listed in Appendix II to the Convention which are present in the waterway;

Noting the lack of consensus between the local players with regard to predictions about how water
needs will develop;
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Noting the statutory difficulties that would arise from application of European Union law, and which
would prevent the use of the alternative water resources which are available in the region, both above
and under ground, since they are of insufficient quality for domestic consumption;

Noting that, at the date of the expert’s visit, the construction project had reached an advanced stage,
but that its impact on the natural environment was not however considered crippling;

Taking into consideration the latter’s report, drawn up after his visit to the site [document T-PVS/Files
(2003) 16];

Having taken cognisance of additional information supplied by the Portuguese authorities following
receipt of the expert’s report,

Regrets that it was not informed earlier about the project, given that the Convention imposes this
obligation on the Contracting Parties, and taking into account the infringement procedure opened by
the European Commission,

Recommends that the Government of Portugal:
1.  ensure the sustainable management of water resources in the Algarve region;

2. take steps to ensure that the size of the dam is related to water needs for domestic consumption;
re-examine, if necessary, the construction’s design, size and features, in such a way that its impact on
natural habitats, fauna and flora is reduced as much as possible and takes account of the presence in
the water channel of aquatic species which are listed in Appendix II to the Convention; to this end, the
maintenance of a sufficient reserve flow downstream from the dam should be insisted upon, and
completion of the project should be made subject to the introduction of a pilot programme of
integrated measures to maintain biological and landscape diversity;

3. pursue dialogue and an active partnership with all NGOs which have the necessary knowledge
and skills;

4. compensate fully for the impact of the dam’s construction, in particular the loss of the valley’s
corridor function, by carrying out landscaping work in accordance with the objectives of the national
plan for conservation of the Iberian lynx; an ambitious impact-reduction programme should be
launched;

5. implement, as a matter of urgency, this national action plan, in accordance with the Standing
Committee’s Recommendations N° 82 (2000) and N° 94 (2002)

6. co-operate with the Spanish authorities whose territory is home to a population of Iberian lynx,
with a view to reintroduction of the species.
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COUNCIL  CONSEIL
OF EUROPE  DE L'EUROPE

Convention on the Conservation

of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats

Standing Committee

Recommendation No. 108 (2003) of the Standing Committee, adopted on
4 December 2003, on the proposed construction of the “Via Baltica’ (Poland)

The Standing Committee of the Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural
Habitats, acting under the terms of Article 14 of the Convention,

Having regard to the aims of the Convention to conserve wild flora and fauna and their natural
habitats;

Recalling that under Article 4 of the Convention each Contracting Party shall take appropriate and
necessary legislative and administrative measures to ensure the conservation of the habitats of the wild
flora and fauna species, especially those specified in Appendices I and II, and the conservation of
endangered natural habitats;

Recalling that Article 4 of the Convention stipulates that the Contracting Parties in their planning and
development policicies shall have regard to the conservation requirements of the areas protected under
the preceding paragraph, so as to avoid or minimise as far as possible any deterioration of such areas;

Referring to the report of Mr Eckhart Kuijken on the project to build the Via Baltica motorway in
North-East of Poland, drawn up following his on-the-spot appraisal [document
T-PVS/Files (2003) 26];

Bearing in mind the work carried out by the Council of Europe under the Pan-European Biological and
Landscape Diversity Strategy, notably the code of practice for the introduction of biological and
landscape diversity considerations into the transport sector, as well as the targets for the setting-up of
the Pan-European Ecological Network decided at the 5™ Ministerial Conference “an Environment for
Europe (Kyiv, May 2003);

Considering that the Biebrza marshes and the Augustowska and Knyszynska primeval forests support
globally threatened and other rare species and habitats of European importance that Poland has
undertaken to protect under its national and international legislation;

Considering that the areas concerned, and especially the Biebrza Marshes, are a major component in
the implementation of the Natura 2000 / Emerald Network;

Aware of the foreseeable ecological impact of the project on these natural sanctuaries;

Conscious of the need to reconcile the economic and ecological issues raised by this project and
convinced of the necessity to identify a variant most compatible with the preservation of the natural
and human environment,

Recommends Poland to:

1. Complete a full Strategic Environmental Assessment, followed by a detailed in-depth
Environmental Impact Assessment Report, considering all possible alternatives and variants, in order
to minimise as far as possible any deterioration of important areas, especially in view of the
recognised nature values of international importance of the Augustow Forest, the Biebrza National
Park and the Knyszynska Forest. The SEA/EIA should take into account potential effects on the Narev
and Wigry National Parks as well. These report, in conformity with EU procedures, should include the
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possible aternatives, assessing costs, including those of mitigation and compensation measures of all
possible variants;

2. Take the results of the SEA as a basis to decide about routing of the Via Baltica;

3.  Organise adequate long-tern monitoring of the effects of the modernised express road and
bypasses in view of both ecological and socio-economic consequences (also secondary effects) and
support supplementary mitigation measures to be taken in the future when and where needed (such as
speed limits);

4.  Further develop the constructive dialogue between the official administrations, the provincial,
regional and local authorities and population representatives, the NGOs and the scientific community
and communicate openly about the progress of the decision-making process.
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in Euro

1. Monitoring of the legal application of the Convention

1.1. Reports on the implementation of the Convention in two Contracting
Parties and legal assistance to new Contracting Parties

Reports will make a legal analysis of the implementation of the Convention in two
Contracting Parties, suggesting way to improve such implementation and adapt it to the
provisions of the Convention (for new Parties).

Fixed appropriation for consultant

12,000

2. Conservation of natural habitats

2.1. Group of experts for the setting up of the Emerald Network of Areas
of Special Conservation Interest

Poland: 3 days
Terms of reference
To do the necessary work to implement Recommendation No. 16 (1989) on areas of

special conservation interest. The group will review the technical documents prepared
by the experts and make proposals to build up the Emerald Network.

Travel and subsistence expenses for one expert from each 32 states:

ALBANIA, ANDORRA, ARMENIA, AZERBAIJAN, BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA, BULGARIA, CROATIA,
CYPRUS, CZECH REPUBLIC, ESTONIA, GEORGIA, HUNGARY, ICELAND, LATVIA, LIECHTENSTEIN,
LITHUANIA, MALTA, MOLDOVA, MONACO, MOROCCO, NORWAY, POLAND, ROMANIA, RUSSIA, SERBIA
AND MONTENEGRO, SLOVAKIA, SLOVENIA, SWITZERLAND, “THE FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF
MACEDONIA”, TUNISIA, TURKEY, UKRAINE

Travel and subsistence expenses for 1 consultant

2.2. Pilot projects for the setting-up of the Emerald Network at national
level in some states

Financial contribution for the setting-up of the Network in 4 States

2.3. Consultants

Consultants will be hired to manage the setting-up of the Emerald Network and to do
the necessary technical work required, included software, lists, handling of data, etc.

31,100
1,000

44,000

10,000

3. Monitoring of species and encouraging conservation action

3.1. Invasive Alien Species

- Implementation of the European Strategy on Invasive Alien Species (IAS)
Appropriation for consultants and technical meetings

3.2. Invertebrate Conservation

- This activity is carried out in co-ordination with EIS (European Invertebrate Survey)

It has been proposed to draft a European Strategy for Invertebrate Conservation, aiming
at identifying priority action by states.

Consultants and meetings

3.3. Large Carnivores and Large Herbivores

These activities are carried out in co-operation with LCIE and LHIE. Within the Large
Carnivores Initiative for Europe, a number of regional working groups have been
established to monitor implementation of European action plans.

Consultants and co-ordination meetings

Support of LCIE meetings and activities (depending on voluntary contributions)

8,000

9,000

10,000

15,000
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in Euro
3.4. Plant Conservation
In co-operation with Planta Europa, implementation of a European Strategy on Plant 6,000
Conservation.
Consultants and meeting
- Planta Europa Conference / Group of Experts on conservation of plants
Valencia (Spain): 4 days
Terms of reference
The Bern Convention is part of the Steering Committee for the preparation of this
seminar, which will be organised in collaboration with the Spanish conservation
authorities. The seminar is intended to present current problems in plant conservation
in Europe and to monitor the implementation of the European Plant Conservation
Strategy [Recommendation No. 87 (2002)]. Several resolutions adopted at the two
previous Planta Europa Conference and the European Plant Conservation Strategy have
permitted the Bern Convention to better integrate plant conservation into a wider
European perspective. Within the structure of the conference, main issues on plant
conservation concerning the Convention will be integrated. The Conference integrates
the Group of Experts on Conservation of Plants.
Travel and subsistence expenses will be covered for one expert from each of the
following 12 states:
ALBANIA, BULGARIA, CROATIA, CZECH REPUBLIC, ESTONIA, HUNGARY, LITHUANIA, MOLDOVA, 15.000
POLAND, ROMANIA, SLOVAKIA, UKRAINE ’
Travel and subsistence expenses for 3 consultants 3,500
Participants
All Contracting Parties
Observers
All observer states and qualified organisations active in this field
3.5. Conservation of amphibians and reptiles
- In co-operation with Societas Europea Herpetologica (SEH)
Drafting of action plans for threatened amphibians and reptiles
Meetings and consultants 15,000
-Conference on marine turtles
(Turkey): 3 days
Terms of reference
In co-operation with [UCN and the Bonn Convention and the Barcelona Convention, the
Conference will review the implementation of present Action Plans for marine turtles in
Europe and suggest appropriate conservation actions.
Travel and subsistence expenses will be covered for one expert of each of the
following 11 states:
ALBANIA, CROATIA, CYPRUS, FRANCE, GREECE, ITALY, MOROCCO, SENEGAL, SLOVENIA, SPAIN,
TUNISIA 10,200
Travel and subsistence expenses for 2 consultants 2,500

Participants
All Contracting Parties
Observers

All observer states and qualified organisations active in this field
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3.6. Bird Conservation
Report on effects of lead shot on terrestrial habitats

Terms of reference

Based on experiences on the substitution on lead shot by non-toxic shot on wetlands,
the report will analyse the ecological effects of lead shot on terrestrial habitats and the
accumulation of lead in wildbirds other than water fowl. The report will make
appropriate recommendations taking into account other interests involved.

Appropriation for consultants and technical meetings 4,000
Collaboration on Bald Ibis conservation seminar 2,000
3.7. Marine mammals
Co-operation with ACCOBAMS 3,000
4. Forest Biological Diversity
- At the 4" Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forest in Europe
(MCPFE), a resolution was adopted concerning and enhancing forest biological
diversity in Europe. It requested states to analyse forest networks and the
effectiveness of their management with regard to conservation goals.
This activity will be carried out in co-operation with other appropriate international
partners, in particular the liaison Unit of MCPFE. 4.000
Meeting of rapporteurs
- Workshop on Forest Biological Diversity
Poland: 2 days
The workshop will discuss appropriate input into MCPFE work regarding conservation
of biological diversity.
Travel and subsistence expenses for 1 expert from 15 states:
ALBANIA, AUSTRIA, AZERBAIJAN, CROATIA, ESTONIA, LATVIA, LITHUANIA, MOROCCO, NORWAY,
PORTUGAL, SPAIN, TURKEY, TUNISIA, UKRAINE, UNITED KINGDOM. 14,800
Travel and subsistence expenses for 2 consultants 2.500
Participants
All Contracting Parties
Observers
All observer states and qualified organisations active in this field
5. Monitoring of sites and populations at risk and Emergencies
5.1. On-the-spot visits
On-the-spot visits, by independent experts designated by the Secretary General to
examine threatened habitats and travel and subsistence expenses incurred by such
experts to inform the Standing Committee or its groups of experts 4,500
5.2. Sites at risk as a result of an emergency
Fixed appropriation to cover expenses for reports, travelling of experts or Secretariat to
areas under a particular environmental stress as a result of natural catastrophes or
accidents caused by man. It includes assistance to areas under political or military
conflict. It may cover training of specialists, aid to establish environmental monitoring.
This chapter will be only used under instruction of the Bureau and will be paid both
from Council of Europe or by voluntary contributions 10,000

Fixed appropriation for consultant
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in Euro

6. Awareness and visibility

Funds for the conception, the translation, the photocomposition and publication of
technical documents, posters, brochures, stickers, postcards, making of buttons, other
documents. It includes publication in Internet and conception and update of a Website.

Publication of a report on the positive action of the Convention in solving biodiversity
related conflicts

25,000

7. Operational expenditure of the Standing Committee’s Secretariat

Fixed appropriation to cover travel expenses to attend the meetings of the Standing
Committee and of the Bureau
7.1. Chairman’s expenses

Fixed appropriation to cover travel and/or subsistence expenses incurred by the
Chairman or delegate T-PVS after consultation with the Secretary General. Expenses
of the Chairman to attend the meetings of the Standing Committee

7.2. Delegates of African states and of some delegates of Central and
Eastern Europe

Travel and subsistence expenses incurred by the delegates of African states to attend
the Standing Committee meeting or other meetings organised under its responsibility

Travel and subsistence expenses incurred by some delegates from Contracting Parties
of Central and Eastern Europe (on a temporary basis and after decision of the Bureau)
to attend the Standing Committee

7.3. Travels of experts and Secretariat

Travel and subsistence expenses incurred by experts to attend meetings of special
relevance under instruction from the Committee or the Chairman and Secretariat
official journeys.

7.4. Meetings of the Bureau

Travel and subsistence expenses incurred by the three members of the Bureau to attend
the Bureau meetings

7.5. Full-time secretary

TOTAL

7,500

16,300

15,000

5,000
40,000

344,900

The Bern Convention Special Account will be used to cover expenses that cannot be covered by

the ordinary budget of the Council of Europe.

The Council of Europe is expected to provide around 120,000 € for the implementation of the
programme of activities. About 10,000 € will remain from the 2003 budget (from non-spent voluntary
contributions). Parties are expected to provide with new voluntary contribution in 2004. A detailed

report on 2003 expenditure will be presented to the Committee for information.
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Bern Convention Programme of Activities and Budget for 2004 (Summary)

in Euro

1. Monitoring of the legal application of the Convention

1.1. Report on the implementation of the Convention in two Contracting
Parties 12,000

2. Conservation of natural habitats

2.1. Group of experts for the setting up of the Emerald Network of Areas of

Special Conservation Interest 32,100
2.2. Pilot projects for the setting-up of the Emerald Network at national level in
some states 44,000
2.3. Consultants 10,000
3. Monitoring of species and encouraging conservation action
3.1. Invasive Alien Species 8,000
3.2. Invertebrate Conservation 9,000
3.3. Large Carnivores 25,000
3.4. Plant Conservation 24,500
3.5. Amphibians and Reptiles 27,700
3.6. Bird' conservation 6,000
3.7. Marine mammals 3,000
4. Forest Biological Diversity

21,300
5. Monitoring of sites and populations at risk: Emergencies
5.1. On-the-spot visits 4,500
5.2. Sites at risk as a result of an emergency 10,000
6. Awareness and visibility

25,000
7. Operational expenditure of the Standing Committee’s Secretariat
7.1. Chairman’s expenses p-m.
7.2. Delegates of African states and of some delegates of Central and Eastern
Europe 23,800
7.3. Travels of experts and Secretariat 15,000
7.4. Meetings of the Bureau 5,000
7.5. Full-time secretary 40,000

TOTAL 344,900




