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The Standing Committee is invited to:
1. Take note of the report of the meeting;
2. Examine and, if appropriate, adopt the following draft recommendation proposed by the
Group:
 Draft Recommendation on further guidance for Parties on biodiversity and climate
change (to be finalised after the meeting).
3.

Take note of the proposals by the Group for its future work.
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1. Opening of the meeting by the Chair
Mr Snorri Baldursson, Icelandic Institute of Natural History, welcomed participants at the fourth
meeting of the Group of Experts on Biodiversity and Climate Change (a list of participants is included
in Appendix 1), and asked them to introduce themselves briefly.

2. Adoption of the Agenda
The Secretariat explained that an updated draft agenda was available including all speakers
names and sessions, as there has been some last minute apologies and changes. The agenda was
adopted with these changes, as it appears in Appendix 2 to this report.

3. Introduction by the Secretariat
The Secretariat recalled the mandate of the Group of Experts to provide information and
guidance to Bern Convention Parties on understanding climate change impacts and threats; as well as
tools and support to develop adaptation measures regarding the species and habitats protected under
the Bern Convention. The Secretariat further informed of the outcome of the Standing Committee
meeting in 2008, which revised and adopted Recommendation 135 (2008) and agreed to giving this
Group of Experts an indefinite mandate like the other Groups of Experts under the Bern Convention.
The Secretariat stressed the importance of keeping a close exchange of information and coordination with other biodiversity conventions and international organisations working on this issue,
including the CBD and the European Commission, as well as with other institutions of the Council of
Europe. Efforts will be continued to enhance links with the work of other Groups of Experts set up
under the Bern Convention, including those on Invasive Alien Species; on Protected Areas and
Ecological Networks; and on Island Biodiversity.
The Secretariat summarised the objectives of the meeting,: (i) to continue the exchange of
information on key developments and initiatives on climate change and biodiversity at the
international, regional and levels, as well as with other CoE institutions, and NGOs; (ii) to discuss
three new draft reports on impacts of climate change on, respectively, Bern Convention plant species,
invertebrate species, and protected areas; (iii) to discuss a draft recommendation on further guidance
for Parties on biodiversity and climate change, with a view to submitting it to the Standing Committee
meeting in November 2009; and (iv) to discuss next steps and future work for this Group of Experts.

4. Updates on biodiversity/climate change work in other fora
In the absence of Ms Jaime Webbe, Climate Change Programme Officer at the Secretariat of the
UN Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), due to illness, Carolina LASEN DIAZ, from the Bern
Convention Secretariat, presented the recent work of the CBD Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group on
Biodiversity and Climate Change, set up by COP-9 and aimed at providing biodiversity-relevant
information to the UNFCCC. The Ad Hoc Group met in London in November 2008, and in Helsinki,
in April 2009, and agreed on a number of “main messages” that were presented during the UNFCCC
negotiating meetings in June 2009. These messages include: (i) the important role that biodiversity and
ecosystem services have in providing cost-effective adaptation activities that generate additional
environmental and societal benefits; (ii) the need to consider the possible positive and negative
consequences of adaptation strategies for biodiversity and ecosystem services; (iii) the
recommendation that all adaptation activities should aim to maintain or enhance and take advantage of
the natural adaptive capacity of species and ecosystems, in order to increase effectiveness of
adaptation and reduce risks to biodiversity from climate change; and (iv) the importance of accounting
for the value of biodiversity and the ecosystems it supports in the decision-making process, as well as
for providing incentives for societal adaptation to climate change. The full report has been subject to
peer-review and it will be finalised by a drafting committee in late July 2009, before submission to
UNFCCC COP-15 (December 2009) and CBD SBSTTA-14 (May 2010).
Ms Melanie Virtue, Inter-agency Liaison Officer at the Secretariat of the UN Convention on
Migratory Species (CMS), presented the links between animal migration and climatic factors,
highlighting that although many migratory species have successfully adapted to climate change, the
speed of climate change is such that many populations are reaching the limit of their adaptive
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potential. She reported the ongoing work of the CMS on this issue, including an assessment of which
species are or will be most threatened by climate change, mandated by CMS COP-9 in December
2008, and which will be published in time for the Copenhagen climate change summit, and including
recommendations for future action. Ms Virtue also informed about a database of scientific and grey
literature on interactions of biodiversity and climate change where to search for CMS listed species
and relevant climate change publications (www.bioclimate.org). Another key element of CMS work
will be to address this threat and incorporate it into the CMS agreements and Action Plans, including
the adaptation of monitoring regimes to pick up climate trends, adequate data collection, modelling,
etc. Resolution 9.07 (2008) mandated Parties to reduce the climate change threat and consider the
impacts of mitigation and adaptation activities. Furthermore, a workshop on climate change and
migratory species is planned for 2010.
Ms Marie-Christine Grillo-Compulsione, Executive Secretary of the ACCOBAMS agreement,
added the need to consider the effects of climate change on cetacea and the marine environment,
linked to the decrease of food availability and the difficulties for cetacea to adapt to rapid changing
conditions. She stressed that impacts exist already and that this issue is a priority for ACCOBAMS.
She further informed the meeting about a workshop on whales and climate change, organised by the
International Whaling Commission in February 2009, and whose draft report was available at the
meeting.
Mr Atef Ouerghi, from UNEP’s Regional Activity Centre for Specially Protected Areas
(RAC/SPA), informed the Group of Experts of work undertaken under the Barcelona Convention and
the Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP), including the “Almería Declaration” which calls on Parties to
prepare a report, for each Meeting of the Parties to the Barcelona Convention, and also to the CBD, on
the observed impacts of climate change on the biodiversity of the Mediterranean Sea and its coastal
area. This has led to the preparation of an overview on vulnerability and impacts related to climate
change on Mediterranean marine and coastal biodiversity, carried out by 18 countries grouped in three
clusters in accordance to their common development specificities. The preliminary overview has
identified threatened coastal and marine habitats in the Mediterranean, where the following key
habitats may be critically affected by exposure to climate change: Wetlands; sea grass beds;
coraligenous calcareous formations; and pelagic waters planktonic fringes. Some coastal and marine
species in the Mediterranean Species have also been identified as more sensitive to climate change,
given their proximity to climatic tolerance threshold, links to very specialised niches, and limited rate
of movement and dispersion. Mr Ouergui spoke of a “tropicalisation” of the Mediterranean, with
migration of species towards the North and impacts on fish, birds, marine turtles, invertebrates, and
alien species. He further described the vulnerability to warming of key productive habitats and species
in the Mediterranean.
Ms Monica Zavagli, from the Secretariat of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, presented the
key features of the Ramsar Convention, as the only treaty focusing on one ecosystem. She highlighted
that the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment identified global wetland loss and degradation as
occurring faster than for other ecosystems, while climate change increases the pressures on wetlands.
Ms Zavagli reported the population status of wetland-dependent species, including globally-threatened
species, and steps taken to address this issue, mainly through the work of the Convention’s Scientific
& Technical Review Panel (STRP) on wetlands and climate change; and wetland restoration,
mitigation and compensation, and the synergies with other conventions and organisations. In
November 2008, the Parties to the Ramsar Convention adopted Resolution X.24 on “Climate Change
and wetlands”, placing climate change in the context of biodiversity, water, and land management
context, and emphasising the value of the restoration and wise use of wetlands. This Resolution also
refers to climate change impacts on wetlands and their role in climate change, addressing scientific
gaps and future work by the STRP, including on the role of wetlands in the global carbon cycle; a
wetland vulnerability assessment, and methodologies for assessing the hydrological vulnerability of
different wetland types to climate change scenarios; and climate change and wetland restoration.
Mr Barney Dickson, Head of the Climate Change and Biodiversity Programme at the UNEPWorld Conservation Monitoring Centre, presented their activities which focus on providing decisionmakers with policy-relevant information and analyses on biodiversity aspects of climate change,
including on the impacts of climate change on biodiversity and ecosystems, the role of
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biodiversity/ecosystems in climate change adaptation, and the role of biodiversity and ecosystems in
climate change mitigation. Their current work includes a project on the impacts of climate change on
Natura 2000 sites; work for the CBD AHTEG on Biodiversity and Climate Change, including
scientific literature reviews and work on ecosystem-based adaptation; and projects on mitigation,
including to address the role of protected areas in storing carbon; a demonstration atlas on carbon and
biodiversity; the UN REDD Programme; and UNEP’s ‘Rapid Response Assessment: The Natural
Fix?’, addressing the role of ecosystems in climate change mitigation.
Ms Karin Zaunberger, from the European Commission (DG Environment), presented an update
on EU activities on biodiversity and climate change since the previous meeting of the Group of
Experts in September 2008. Ms Zaunberger informed that the White Paper “Adapting to Climate
Change in Europe – Towards a European framework for action", was adopted by the European
Commission on 1 April 2009. The White Paper includes a Chapter on ‘Increasing the resilience of
biodiversity, ecosystems and water’ with references to the need to explore the possibilities “to improve
policies and develop measures which address biodiversity loss and climate change in an integrated
manner to fully exploit co-benefits and avoid ecosystem feedbacks that accelerate global warming".
She further referred to the Commission’s aim to draft guidelines to deal with the impact of climate
change on the management of Natura 2000 sites, by 2010. Ms Zaunberger reported on the work of the
‘EU Ad Hoc Expert Working Group on Biodiversity and Climate Change’, which has met three times
since November 2008 and is developing a discussion paper ‘Towards a strategy on climate change,
ecosystem services and biodiversity’ covering the use of ecosystem-based approaches to achieve
multiple benefits; the need to act now; engage with all sectors; communicate and collaborate with
others; as well as increase understanding; and ensure appropriate funding. The Strategy Paper
includes suggestions for concrete actions and more longer term recommendations, as well as
information on issues such as ecosystem services, relevant EU legislation and political statements, and
synergies between mitigation and adaptation. The document is to be finalised at the next meeting of
the Ad Hoc Expert Group scheduled on 15 July 2009.
Mr Snorri Baldursson, also Chair of the SEBI 2010 Expert Group on ‘Indicators of impact of
climate change on biodiversity’, reported on the work of this Group which has developed a climate
change indicator with bird data from the Pan European Common Bird Monitoring Scheme and others;
as well as ongoing work to prepare an alpine plant’s indicator. The climate change indicator is built on
120 populations of common European birds, and it measures the relative divergence in population
trends between species expected to be positively and negatively affected by climatic change, as 90 of
them will decrease in range, while 30 will increase. He further informed about the need to wait for the
political agreement on post-2010 targets, and announced an EIONET-NRC seminar to be held in
September, dedicated to gathering feedback on SEBI.
Mr Nick King, Executive Director of the Global Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF),
explained the origin, structure and mandate of his organisation to “facilitate free and open access to
biodiversity data worldwide, via the Internet, to underpin scientific research, conservation and
sustainable development”. He showed GBIF’s Data Portal, highlighting the available data on Europe,
as well as the number of European countries with voting rights in GBIF, and those with ‘associated
participants’ status. Mr King recalled that the causes for biodiversity loss are multiple and data are
patchy, with gaps in geo-spatial, taxonomic and thematic information. He pointed out to data
inconsistency, limited access and ‘interoperability’ of datasets, which requires data sharing policies
and protocols, harmonisation of methods and mobilisation of data. However, his message was that we
cannot afford to keep complaining about data gaps, incompatibilities etc. as we need to use the
potential of what technology allows to do. He presented several examples of information sources, such
as the database of the Global Registry of Migratory Species. Overall, new threats and pressures such
as climate change require new policy responses, and Europe needs to consider that its future is created
from decisions taken now.
Ms Caroline Cowan, Chair of the Adaptation Interest Group within the Network of European
Nature Conservation Agencies (ENCA), reported on a workshop on ecosystem based adaptation held
in the island of Vilm (Germany) in June 2009. The workshop aimed to address the gap in practical
examples about ecosystem-based adaptation, as Europe needs to address the issue of climate change,
adaptation, and biodiversity within the broader context of implementing adaptation strategies. The
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workshop in Vilm included members of the ENCA Network, researchers and international
organisations, and explored the linkages between human adaptation to climate change, ecosystems
management for human benefit, and the use of natural ecosystems against climate change. Participants
discussed ecosystem-based approaches to climate change, including its nature as a cross-sectoral tool
to be applied in a local context, in a participatory way, and as an element of adaptive management.
The workshop also reviewed existing legal, policy and administrative frameworks within the EU. The
next steps for the ENCA Adaptation Interest Group will be to provide input into the EU Strategy Paper
and consider how to implement the adaptation approaches and linkages addressed in the workshop,
together with other groups and conventions such as the Bern Convention. The full meeting report will
be finalised by the end of July 2009 and published in the series of the German Federal Agency for
Nature Conservation.

5. Brief updates on recent activities and initiatives on biodiversity and
climate change since the previous meeting (September 2008)
The Secretariat informed about the draft compilation of national reports (document T-PVS/Inf
(2009) 7) prepared for this meeting and asked Parties to submit their comments and editions in
electronic format by 17 July 2009. Information is expected from the following countries which
reported on new activities:
Czech Republic: National Climate Protection Policy, which includes a chapter on adaptation
and projected impacts of climate change on biodiversity. There will be a strategy for the adaptation of
biodiversity to climate change as the National Adaptation Strategy will be available by October 2009,
in both Czech and English. A special issue of the Journal on Nature Conservation, dedicated to
climate change and biodiversity, is also planned.
France: Their National Plan on Adaptation is under development, with a working group
addressing biodiversity and climate change including direct and indirect impacts of climate change on
biodiversity, and different adaptation sectors and synergies. A bibliographic study on the impacts of
climate change on biodiversity in France will be ready in 2010. In addition, France is working on the
development of ‘green and blue Infrastructure’.
Germany: Their framework adaptation strategy was adopted in December 2008, but the
specific action plan will be developed by 2011. A full list of projects within their current climate
change programme, including on ecological networks and adaptation to climate change, impact
modelling, adaptation and floodplains, etc. will be sent for inclusion in the compilation of national
reports.
Norway: Their National Adaptation Strategy was adopted in 2008, including cross-cutting
sectors. A related web-portal is available for local planners, while a report on impacts, vulnerability
and adaptation will be ready in 2010. They continue working on monitoring systems for biodiversity
and climate change, and have started a pilot project on butterflies. They have a big research project on
climate change and adaptation, including a call for tenders by mid-October on climate change and the
consequences of CO2 increase on marine ecosystems. They have also issued a White Paper on
climate change and agriculture, at the national level, which also affects biodiversity.
Serbia: They took part in the development of a climate change framework for adaptation in
South East Europe, including Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia and FYROM,
which recognises synergies among all Ministries concerned. A draft strategy for the forest, agriculture
and industry sectors will be integrated in a single document by October 2009, and it will include
consideration of biodiversity and climate change.
United Kingdom: A series of reports on climate change partnerships have been produced,
including acidification, coastal impacts, etc. Climate projections have also been produced this year,
including impacts and possible responses related to those projections. Scotland is considering a
climate change bill including 80% reduction of greenhouse gases by 2050, and another bill on marine
and coastal access. The roadmap to Copenhagen with the UK position includes little mention of
biodiversity. The JNCC is reviewing the climate change and biodiversity activities by major
environmental agreements, which it will be published shortly.
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Albania: Project in co-operation with the Italian Ministry of Environment to develop capacity
for carbon markets and financing. Another project is addressing adaptation and response measures in
the North Adriatic coast, including consideration of globally threatened species and migratory birds.
The first wind turbines in the country have been approved, and there are also further development of
hydro-power plants.
European Commission: A revised version of the information included in the draft
compilation of national reports has been sent to the Secretariat for inclusion in the final version. In
addition, the Green Week took place in Brussels in late June 2009, including a session on biodiversity
and climate change adaptation (see in meeting website: http://greenweek2009.alligence.com/).
The representative of GBIF informed about their governing board meeting in October 2009, and
a symposium to be held just before, on how to use information related to biodiversity and climate
change.

6. Brief presentations of climate change work at the Council of Europe
Ms. Elvira Cortajarena Iturrioz, Member of the Committee on the Environment, Agriculture and
Local and Regional Affairs of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, welcomed her
participation in the meeting and informed the Group that she is preparing a report on biodiversity and
climate change which is to be finalised in 2010, the International Year of Biological Diversity. Ms
Cortajarena informed the Group of Experts that in September 2009 the Parliamentary Assembly will
hold a debate on the challenges of climate change and on the proposal to have an additional protocol to
the European Convention on Human Rights concerning the right to a healthy environment. She
recalled the Recommendations of the Parliamentary Assembly concerning climate change and
supported the Recommendation No. 135 (2008) of the Standing Committee of the Bern Convention,
on addressing the impacts of climate change on biodiversity. Ms Cortajarena outlined some of the
recommendations to the Committee of Ministers that she is considering in her report, including a call
for the implementation of Recommendation 135 (2008); the need for adequate policies and measures
to conserve biodiversity and reduce the impacts of climate change; and evaluation systems to improve
knowledge and understanding about the interactions between biodiversity, ecosystem functions and
climate change responses.
Ms Marité Moras, Secretary of the Committee on Sustainable Development at the Congress of the
Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe, welcomed her participation in
the meeting and the continued collaboration with the Group of Experts. She stressed the role of local
and regional authorities in fighting climate change and addressing adaptation, and the importance of
local and regional actions to contribute to reducing greenhouse gas emissions. She reported her
Committee’s participation in the “Local Government Climate Change Leadership Summit” in
Copenhagen, on 2-4 June 2009, and their lobbying to get recognition for the role of local authorities to
be included in the delegations to the climate change negotiations in December 2009.
The Secretariat informed of the work of the European and Mediterranean Major Hazards
Agreement (EUR-OPA), at the Council of Europe, and the interest of the disaster and risk community
on climate change issues and related events and disasters. A meeting is planned in Murcia (Spain) to
address adaptation for natural disasters, and another took place recently in Ravello (Italy) for the
promotion of protecting cultural heritage (built and archaeological heritage) against climate change
impacts.
The Secretariat briefly presented a report prepared by a trainee earlier this year on the linkages
between human rights and climate change, summarising the work of the UN Human Rights Council
in the preparation of a report exploring this link. The report and a summary of a panel debate held in
June 2009 will be submitted to the climate change negotiations in December 2009. The Secretariat
added that the Council of Europe may consider this issue further but so far activities and initiatives
related to climate change have been undertaken in a sectoral way (biodiversity, arts, cultural heritage,
etc.) .
The Secretariat further informed about the ongoing work under the Bern Convention on the
implementation of the European Strategy on Invasive Alien Species (IAS) at the national and regional
level, and the outcomes of the meeting of the Group of Experts on IAS. Two draft recommendations
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prepared by that Group of Experts were presented to the meeting: one dealing with the use of
potential invasive species used for biofuels, and the other on the need to reconsider the definition of
‘alien species’ regarding native species that spread to neighbouring areas due to climate change.

7. Impacts of climate change on plant species in Europe
The consultant, Mr. Vernon Heywood, from the School of Biological Sciences of the University
of Reading, presented his draft report “The impacts of climate change on plant species in Europe”
(document T-PVS/Inf (2009) 9). He focused on the following key points: the unique role of plants;
the need to consider global change, and not just climate change; uncertainties concerning the baseline;
areas of high risk from climate change; the advantages and limitations of niche modelling; the need
for a broadly based conservation approach including protected areas, species conservation and
recovery, and ex situ conservation; conservation outside protected areas; novel and controversial
approaches such as human-assisted migration; and the issue of invasive alien species, as it is
estimated that 80% of current invasive alien plants (including include Japanese knotweed (Polygonum
japonicum), Rhododendron (Rhododendron ponticum), etc. were introduced as ornamental or
agricultural plants.
The author stressed that species are predicted to be at serious risk in some coastal regions, high
mountains and in the Mediterranean zone as a result of climatic and other elements of global change.
He added that the plants and vegetation of the Mediterranean Europe will experience unique problems
and the region will see a major increase in weedy, alien invasive and pioneer species with a loss of
restricted endemics, especially in mountain habitats.
The discussion which followed the presentation touched on the following points: key research
gaps; orphan species in seedbanks; availability of information for ecological niche modelling; links
between connectivity and IAS; and the need to implement existing protected area networks.

8. Impacts of climate change on invertebrates in Europe
The consultant Mr. Robert Wilson, from the University of Exeter, presented his draft report
“Impacts of climate change on European invertebrates, with reference to the vulnerability of Bern
Convention species” (document T-PVS/Inf (2009) 8). He addressed the evidence of invertebrate
responses to climate change, including life history, distribution, and diversity. The observed and
modelled responses of invertebrates to climate change show a high sensitivity, with the least adaptive
capacity in species which are also most vulnerable to other threats. The author concluded that the
magnitude of climate change makes a marked difference to modelled future species distributions, and
therefore mitigation of climate change remains fundamental, together with planned adaptation, given
the existing levels of climate change.
The consultant’s recommendations included the need to conserve heterogeneity in order to
increase the adaptive capacity of natural and managed systems; conserve existing populations; and
minimise threats to vulnerable systems, as climate change interacts with other threats to invertebrate
biodiversity. The most vulnerable invertebrates are found in mountains, natural and semi-natural
grasslands, old growth forests, Mediterranean habitats, freshwater and benthic systems; as well as in
Atlantic and Mediterranean Islands, and southern and central European mountain ranges, which
support many narrow range endemics. Additional recommendations included the need to facilitate
range shifts, as landscape scale networks of habitat will be necessary for species to shift their
distributions, and some monitoring and research needs identified by the author.
The discussion focused on range expansions and contractions; and the possibility of adding in the
report some consideration of pollinators and soil invertebrates, as well as the spreading of invertebrate
species as disease vectors.
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9. IUCN work on biodiversity and climate change
Mr Yves de Soye, Climate Change, Energy and Biodiversity Officer at IUCN’s Regional Office
for Pan-Europe, gave an overview of IUCN’s Climate Change Initiative, including work on impacts
assessment; forests and REDD (reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation); and a
number of projects linked to adaptation and management of ecosystems and local livelihoods. He
further outlined IUCN’s global policy priorities concerning UNFCCC, including the ongoing
negotiations towards a post-2012 agreement, and consideration of ecosystem-based adaptation at the
global and EU level. Other relevant IUCN work on this issue includes policy and projects on EU
climate change, energy, and biodiversity.
Mr de Soye briefly presented the project “Biodiversity and Climate Change in relation to the
Natura 2000 Network” which will be finalised by September 2009. The project, launched in January
2008, is carried out by several organisations: IUCN, AEA, Axiom-ESKA, IEEP, and UNEP-WCMC,
and addresses four main tasks: (i) a review of evidence of impacts of climate change on Europe’s
biodiversity; (ii) a vulnerability assessment framework and identification of threats to Natura 2000
habitats, species and network; (iii) an assessment of the implications for EU of the ‘2010 and beyond’
biodiversity target, and development of policy recommendations; and (iv) an examination of the
effects of wind parks, hydroelectric schemes and tidal barrages on biodiversity and the Natura 2000
Network.

10. Protected areas and climate change in Europe
The consultant, Mr Miguel Araújo, of Spain’s National Museum of Natural Sciences and the
University of Évora (Portugal), presented his draft report on protected areas and climate change in
Europe (document T-PVS/Inf (2009) 10), which covers terrestrial areas. He explained the outlined of
his report, which covers European protected areas and climate change; the mitigation of climate
change impacts on the biodiversity of protected areas (including management of individual protected
areas, of protected area networks, and off-protected areas management); and policies for adaptation of
biodiversity in protected areas. His report concluded with a section on main conclusions and
recommendations, based on the fact that European protected areas and European–wide networks of
conservation areas, are severely threatened by climate change. The author stressed that protected-areas
management needs to take a long-term view and include actions for adaptation of biodiversity to
climate change, for up to 20 to 50 years. Adaptive management strategies are also recommended. In
addition, wider countryside management is necessary to alleviate pressure on biodiversity and
facilitate dispersal. Mr Araújo listed possible mechanisms to include top-down regulatory prohibitions
and requirements, direct incentives for conservation on private land, market creation and
improvement, and information and education instruments. He considered that a minimum-set of
common standards, transboundary conservation policies, and shared climate-proofing policies for the
wider-countryside would be advisable. Finally, he recommended to follow closely the development of
inter-sectoral adaptation plans for climate change with specific adaptation measures for biodiversity.
Members of the Group of Experts raised the need to include in the report some consideration of
ecosystem services in the wider countryside. Other issues discussed were: the availability and currency
of data for planning and bioclimate modelling (which is usually insufficient for local patters and
specific protected areas, as well as for mountains); the need to address possible declassifications on a
case-by-case basis and prioritise efforts on implementing existing protected area systems; the example
of Portugal’s nature reserves; the need to concentrate on the effectiveness of protected areas; the
difficulties to identify displacement refugia due to individualistic species responses to climate change;
the fact that good conservation work has also beneficial effects against climate change impacts; and
the critical importance of improving information and education on these issues for all sectors
concerned.

11. Presentation of the draft recommendation by the Secretariat
The Secretariat presented the draft recommendation on further guidance for Parties on
biodiversity and climate change, which includes the main results of the work undertaken by this Group
of Experts in 2009. The Secretariat outlined the sources and structure of the draft recommendation,
linked to the reports discussed and reviewed by the Group of Experts at this meeting, and stressed the
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links with the previous recommendation (Recommendation No. 135 (2008) of the Standing
Committee, adopted on 27 November 2008, on addressing the impacts of climate change on
biodiversity). She further informed that the Group of Experts may consider the possibility of merging
and reviewing all related recommendations on this topic and include it in its future work.

12. Discussion of draft text
The Secretariat invited comments on the title and structure of the draft recommendation, as well
as on the preamble, operational paragraphs and proposed actions listed in the appendix as further
guidance for Parties.
The Group of Experts agreed to add five extra paragraphs to the Preamble, and two more
operational paragraphs. The members of the Group of Experts provided specific comments to review
the guidance of the appendix.

13. Next steps before the Standing Committee meeting
The Secretariat took note of the comments and informed the group that a revised version would be
circulated by e-mail for further comments during the summer. The three draft reports will also be
finalised in light of the comments made at this meeting. In addition, all PowerPoint presented at the
meeting will be made available through the meeting website:
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/cultureheritage/conventions/Bern/GoE_ClimateChange/StrasbourgCC_2009_en.asp#TopOfPage

The final version of the draft recommendation is to be finalised by the end of September 2009 at
the latest, allowing time to be translated into French prior to submission to the Standing Committee for
discussion and eventual adoption at its 29th meetings on 23-26 November 2009.

14. Future work of the Group of Experts
The Group agreed to continue its interaction with other Groups of Experts under the Bern
Convention, as well as with other Council of Europe institutions, and relevant conventions and
organisations. As regards areas of work for the future, the Group agreed to consider the following
issues in the preparation of future guidance:


Mountain biodiversity and climate change



Island biodiversity and climate change



Adaptation needs of Mediterranean ecosystems



Forest biodiversity and fires



Continued consideration of IAS and climate change



Integrate and review all guidance in a single document



Review existing national adaptation strategies for biodiversity



Marine biodiversity and climate change in Europe (with other regional conventions).

The Secretariat informed that the next meeting of this Group of Experts is planned for June 2010,
and that there could be an invitation from the government of Iceland to host that meeting (to be
confirmed).

15. Any other business
None were raised.

16. Closing
The Vice-Chair (Mr Peter ZHELEV) thanked participants for their active contribution over the
meeting, warmly thanked the secretariat and the interpreters, and formally closed the meeting at 5pm
on Friday afternoon. The participants sent their condoleances to the Chair of the Group of Experts (Mr
Snorri BALDURSSON), who had to leave the meeting on Thursday afternoon due to a bereaved
parent.
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Appendix 1
LIST OF PARTICIPANTS
/
LISTE DES PARTICIPANTS
I.

CONTRACTING PARTIES / PARTIES CONTRACTANTES

ALBANIA/ ALBANIE
Ms Elvana RAMAJ, Senior Expert, Nature Protection Policies Directorate, Ministry of the
Environment, Forests & Water Administration, Rruga e Durresit, No. 27, TIRANA. Tel: +355 4
270 624/30 or +355 69 2121425.
Fax: +355 4 270 627/30.
E-mail: eramaj@moe.gov.al or
eramaj@hotmail.com
BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA / BOSNIE-HERZÉGOVINE
Monsieur Martin TAISA, Ministère des Affaires civiles de Bosnie-Herzégovine, TRG BiH 1, 71000
SARAJEVO
Tel : +387 33 492 506. Fax : +387 33 492 620. E-mail: …
[Apologised for absence / Excusé]
BULGARIA/ BULGARIE
Mr. Peter ZHELEV, PhD, Department of Dendrology, University of Forestry, 10, Kl. , Ochridsky
Blvd. 1756 SOFIA
Tel: +359-2-91907 ext. 389 / +359-887-436035. Fax:: +359-2-8622830. E-mail: zhelev@ltu.bg or
Peter_Zhelev@abv.bg
CZECH REPUBLIC / REPUBLIQUE TCHEQUE
Mr Jan PLESNIK, Advisor in international co-operation, Agency for Nature Conservation and
Landscape Protection of the Czech Republic, Nuselska 39, 14 000 PRAGUE 4
Tel +420 241 082 114.
Fax +420 241 082 999.
E-mail: jan.plesnik@nature.cz or
plesnik.jan@seznam.cz
EUROPEAN COMMISSION / COMMISSION EUROPEENNE
Ms Karin ZAUNBERGER, European Commission, Av. de Beaulieu 5, 1160 BRUSSELS, Belgium
Tel : +32 2 296 21 72. Fax: +32 2 299 08 95. E-mail : karin.zaunberger@ec.europa.eu
FRANCE / FRANCE
Ms Cécile BLANC, European affairs and biodiversity officer, Connaissance et stratégie nationale pour
la biodiversité, Ministère de l’écologie, du développement et de l’aménagement durables, 20 avenue
de Ségur 75007 PARIS
Tel: +33 (0) 1 40 81 12 63.
Fax: Fax: +33 (0)1 42 19 25 77.
E-mail:
Cecile.BLANC@developpement-durable.gouv.fr
GERMANY / ALLEMAGNE
Ms Cordula EPPLE, Scientific Officer, Federal Agency for Nature Conservation, Isle of Vilm, 18581
PUTBUS
Tel: +49-38301-86136. Fax: +49-38301-86150. E-mail: cordula.epple@bfn-vilm.de
ICELAND / ISLANDE
Mr Snorri BALDURSSON, Head of Information Department, Icelandic Institute of Natural History ,
Hlemmur 3, 105 REYKJAVIK
Tel: +354 590 0500. Fax: +354 590 0595. E-mail snorri@ni.is
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LATVIA / LETTONIE
Mr Vilnis BERNARDS, Head of Species and Habitats Conservation Division, Nature Protection
Department, Ministry of Environment, Peldu Str 25, LV-1494 RIGA.
Tel: +371 6 7026524. Fax: +371 6 7820442. E-mail: vilnis.bernards@vidm.gov.lv
NORWAY / NORVÈGE
Ms Else Marie LØBERSLI, Senior Adviser at the Directorate for Nature Management, The
Directorate for Nature Management, Tungasletta 2, N-7485 TRONDHEIM
Tel.:: +47 73580635/500. Fax : +47 73580501. E-mail: else.lobersli@dirnat.no
SERBIA / SERBIE
Ms Snezana PROKIC, Advisor, Ministry for Environmental Protection and Spatial Planning, 1,
Omladinskih brigada Str., 11070 NEW BELGRADE
Tel: +381 11 31 31 569. Fax: +381 11 31 32 547. E-mail: snezana.prokic@ekoserb.sr.gov.yu or
snezana.prokic@exoplan.gov.rs or s_prokic@hotmail.com
SLOVENIA / SLOVÉNIE
Mr Peter SKOBERNE, Ph. D., Under-Secretary, Ministrstvo za okolje in prostor (Ministry of
Environment and Spatial Planning), Dunajska 48, SI-1000 LJUBLJANA.
Tel.: + 386 (0)1/309 45 62. Fax: + 386 (0)1/309 45 93. E-mail: peter.skoberne@gov.si.
[Apologised for absence / Excusé]
SPAIN / ESPAGNE
Mr Miguel FERRER, Estación Biológica de Doñana, Av. M. Luisa S/N, Apdo. 1056, E-41080
SEVILLA, Spain
Mobile tel: 00 34 609 587 869. E-mail: mferrer@ebd.csic.es
[Apologised for absence / Excusé]
SWITZERLAND / SUISSE
Mr Olivier BIBER, Chef Biodiversité internationale, Office fédéral de l’environnement, des forêts et
du paysage (OFEV), CH-3003 BERNE
Tel : +41 31 323 06 63. Fax : +41 31 324 75 79. E-mail : olivier.biber@bafu.admin.ch
UKRAINE / UKRAINE
Mr . Dmytro BARBARCHUK, Director of Directorate of Biotic Resources and EcoNet, Ministry of
Environmental Protection, Urytskogo str., 35, 03035 KIEV
Tel:: +380 50 4620324. Fax: +380 44 206 31 47. E-mail: barbarchuk@bk.ru.
UNITED KINGDOM / ROYAUME-UNI
Ms Deborah PROCTER, Climate Change Adviser, JNCC, Monkstone House, City Road,
PETERBOROUGH, PE9 1QQ
Tel: +44 (0)1733 866809.
Fax: +44 (0)1733 56262.
E-mail: Deborah.Procter@jncc.gov.uk.
Website: www.jncc.gov.uk

II.

OBSERVERS / OBSERVATEURS

HOLY SEE / SAINT SIEGE
Mr Jean-Pierre RIBAUT, 27 rue Rabié, F-33250 PAUILLAC, France.
Tel : +33 556 59 13 64. Fax : +33 556 59 68 80. E-mail: jeanpierreribau@wanadoo.fr
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ACCOBAMS
Ms Marie-Christine GRILLO-COMPULSIONE, Executive Secretary, Jardin de l’Unesco, Les
Terrasses de Fontvieille, MC-98000 MONACO.Tel : +377 9393 8010/2078. Fax : +377 9898 4208.
E-mail: mcgrillo@accobams.net Website: www.accobams.org
BirdLife International - Royal Society for Protection of Birds (RSPB) / BirdLife International Société royale pour la protection des Oiseaux (RSPB)
Mr Olly WATTS , Senior Policy Officer Climate Change, RSPB Sustainable Development
Department , The Lodge, Sandy, Bedfordshire SG19 2DL, United Kingdom
Tel: +44 1767 69 3084. E-mail : olly.watts@rspb.org.uk
CABI Europe
Ms Lindsey NORGROVE, Global Director, Invasive Species, rue des Grillons 1, CH 2800
DELÉMONT, Switzerland.
Tel: +41 (32) 421 4886. Fax +41 (32) 421 4871. E-mail: l.norgrove@cabi.org
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) / Convention sur la diversité biologique (CDB)
Ms. Jaime WEBBE, Climate Change Programme Officer, CBD Secretariat, 413, Saint Jacques Street,
suite 800, MONTREAL QC H2Y 1N9, Canada
Tel +1 514 287 8718. E-mail: jaime.webbe@cbd.int
[Apologised for absence / Excusée]
Secretariat of the Convention on the conservation of migratory species of wild animals
(UNEP/CMS) / Secrétariat de la Convention sur la conservation des espèces migratrices
appartenant à la faune sauvage (Bonn) (PNUE/CMS)
Ms Melanie VIRTUE, Inter-Agency Liaison Officer, UNEP/CMS Secretariat, Hermann-Ehlers-Str.
10, 53113 BONN, Germany.
Tel: +49 228 815 2462. Fax: 49 228 815 2449. E-Mail: mvirtue@cms.int ; web: www.cms.int
European Nature Conservation Agencies (ENCA)
Represented by Ms Caroline COWAN (United Kingdom), Chair of the Adaptation Interest Group
Principal Specialist Climate Change, Natural England, 3B8 Ashdown House, 123 Victoria Street,
LONDON, SW1E 6DE
Tel: +44 (0)300 060 2337. E-mail: caroline.cowan@naturalengland.org.uk
European Public Law Organisation (EPLO)
Mr Eleftherios LEVANTIS, Head of Unit, Operations V- Environment and Sustainable Development,
European Public Law Organization (EPLO), 64th km Athens-Sounio Ave., GR-19500 , Greece.
Tel. +30 22920 69811.
Fax. +30 22920 69813.
E-mail: elevantis@eplo.eu .
Website :
www.eplo.eu
[Apologised for absence / Excusé]
Global Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF)
Mr Nicholas KING, Director of the Global Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF), GBIF
Secretariat, Universitetsparken 15, 2100 COPENHAGEN, Denmark
Tel: +45 35 32 14 71. Fax: +45 35 32 14 80. Email: nking@gbif.org
Il Nibbio – Antonio Bana’s Foundation for research on ornithological migration and
environmental protection / Il Nibbio – Fondation Antonio Bana pour la recherche des
migrations ornithologiques et la protection de l’environnement
Mr Ferdinando RANZANICI, Environmental Certification and Natura 2000 Aspects, Via S. Antonio,
11, 20122 MILAN, Italy
Tel: / Fax: +39 031762162. E-mail: ferdinando.ranzanici@tin.it. Site : http://www.nibbio.org
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Pro Natura - Friends of the Earth Switzerland
Mr Friedrich WULF, International Co-ordinator, Pro Natura - Friends of the Earth Switzerland,
Dornacherstr. 192, PO Box, CH-4018 BASEL, Switzerland.
Tel: +41 61 317 92 42. Fax: +41 61 317 92 66. E-mail: friedrich.wulf@pronatura.ch . Website :
www.pronatura.ch
United Nations Environment Programme – Mediterranean Action Plan
Regional Activity Centre for Specially Protected Areas (RAC/SPA) – Tunis / Centre d’activités
régionales pour les aires spécialement protégées (CAR/ASP)
Mr Atef OUERGHI, Expert on Marine Biology, Regional Activity Centre for Specially Protected
Areas, (RAC/SPA), Boulevard du leader Yasser Arafat, BP 337, 1080 TUNIS Cedex, Tunisia
Tel : … Fax : … E-mail: atef.ouerghi@rac-spa.org
Ramsar Convention on Wetlands
Ms Monica ZAVAGLI, Scientific & Technical Support officer, The Ramsar Convention on Wetlands,
Rue de Mauverney 28, CH-1196 GLAND, Switzerland.
Tel: 41(0)229990155. Fax: +41(0)229990169.
E-mail: ZAVAGLI@ramsar.org
IUCN (International Union for Conservation of Nature)
Mr Yves de SOYE, Climate Change, Energy and Biodiversity Officer, IUCN, Regional Office for
Pan-Europe, Boulevard Louis Schmidt 64, 1040 BRUSSELS, Belgium
Tel. +32 2 739 1000. Email: yves.desoye@iucn.org
UNEP-World Conservation Monitoring Centre
Mr Barney DICKSON, Head of Programme, Climate Change and Biodiversity, UNEP-World
Conservation Monitoring Centre, 219 Huntingdon Road, CAMBRIDGE CB3 0DL, United Kingdom
Tel: +44 1223 814 636.
Fax +44 1223 277136.
E-mail: Barney.Dickson@unep-wcmc.org.
Website : http://www.unep-wcmc.org/climate

III. CONSULTANTS / EXPERTS CONSULTANTS
Mr Miguel B. ARAUJO, National Museum of Natural Sciences, CSIC, Madrid. C/ Toledo 136, E28004 MADRID, Spain
Tel: +34 914111328 ext. 1103. E-mail: maraujo@mncn.csic.es
Professor Vernon HEYWOOD, Professor Emeritus, School of Biological Sciences, The University of
Reading, PO Box 221, Whiteknights, GB-READING RG6 6AS / United Kingdom
Tel: +44 (0)118 978 0185. Fax +44 (0)118 9891745. E-mail: v.h.heywood@reading.ac.uk or
vhheywood@btinternet.com . Website: www.biosci.rdg.ac.uk
Dr Robert WILSON, Centre for Ecology & Conservation, School of Biosciences, University of
Exeter, Cornwall Campus, Penryn, CORNWALL TR10 9EZ, United Kingdom
Tel: +44 1326 253769 Fax: +44 1326 253638 E-mail: R.J.Wilson@exeter.ac.uk

IV. COUNCIL OF EUROPE / CONSEIL DE L’EUROPE
Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe / Congrès des pouvoirs
locaux et régionaux du Conseil de l'Europe
Ms Marité MORAS, Secretary of the Committee on Sustainable Development, Congress of Local and
Regional Authorities / Secrétaire de la Commission du Développement Durable, Congrès des pouvoirs
locaux et régionaux
E-mail : marité.moras@coe.int
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe / Assemblée parlementaire du Conseil de
l’Europe
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Ms. Elvira CORTAJARENA ITURRIOZ, Commission de l'environnement, de l'agriculture et des
questions territoriales , APCE, Congreso de los Diputados, C/ Floridablanca s/n, 28071 – MADRID,
Spain.
E-mail: elvira.cortajarena@diputada.congreso.es
Mr Bogdan TORCATORIU, co-Secretary / co-secrétaire, Committee on the Environment, Agriculture
and Local and Regional Affairs / Commission de l’Environnement, de l’Agriculture et des Questions
territoriales, Parliamentary Assembly / Assemblée parlementaire
Tel +33 388 41 32 82. E-mail : bodgan.torcatoriu@coe.int
Ms Melina GARCIN, Trainee / Stagiaire, Parliamentary Assembly / Assemblée parlementaire
Tel: … E-mail: melina.garcin@coe.int

V.

INTERPRETERS / INTERPRETES

Ms Ingrid CATTON-CONTY, 26, rue de l’Yvette, F-75016 PARIS, France.
Tel: +33 1 40 50 04 22. Fax: +33 1 40 50 80 84. E-mail: ingrid.catton@wanadoo.fr
Ms Starr PIROT, Chemin des Mollards, CH-1261 St. GEORGE, Suisse.
Tel : +41 22 368 20 67. Fax: +41 (22) 368 20 73. E-mail: s.pirot@aiic.net
Mr William VALK, 2, rue des Jardins, Duntzenheim, F-67270 HOCHFELDEN, France.
Tel: +33 3 88 70 59 02. Fax: +33 3 88 70 50 98. E-mail: william.valk@wanadoo.fr

VI.

SECRETARIAT / SECRETARIAT

Council of Europe / Conseil de l’Europe, Directorate of Culture and of Cultural and Natural
Heritage / Direction de la Culture et du Patrimoine culturel et naturel, F-67075 STRASBOURG
CEDEX, France Tel : +33 388 41 20 00. Fax : +33 388 41 37 51
Mr Eladio FERNÁNDEZ-GALIANO, Directorate of Culture and Cultural and Natural Heritage /
Direction de la Culture et du Patrimoine culturel et naturel DGIV
Tel : +33 3 88 41 22 59 Fax : +33 3 88 41 37 51 E-mail : eladio.fernandez-galiano@coe.int
Ms Carolina LASÉN DÍAZ, Administrator of the Biological Diversity Unit / Administrateur de
l’Unité de la Diversité biologique
Tel : +33 390 21 56 79. Fax : +33 388 41 37 51. E-mail : carolina.lasen-diaz@coe.int
Ms Ivana D’ALESSANDRO, Biological Diversity Unit / Unité de la Diversité biologique
Tel : +33 388 41 51 51. Fax : +33 388 41 37 51. E-mail : ivana.dalessandro@coe.int
Ms Snezana MANCIC, Biological Diversity Unit / Unité de la Diversité biologique
Tel : +33 388 41 42 45. Fax : +33 388 41 37 51. E-mail : snezana.mancic@coe.int
Ms Véronique de CUSSAC, Biological Diversity Unit / Unité de la Diversité biologique
Tel : +33 388 41 34 76. Fax : +33 388 41 37 51. E-mail : veronique.decussac@coe.int
Ms Christina DIMOPOULOU, Trainee / Stagiaire, Biological Diversity Unit / Unité de la Diversité
biologique
Tel : +33 388 41 26 15. Fax : +33 388 41 37 51… E-mail : maria.blazogiannaki@coe.int
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Appendix 2

Group of Experts
on Biodiversity and Climate Change
Palais de l’Europe, Room 11
Strasbourg, 2-3 July 2009
__________

AGENDA

Thursday 2nd July
09:30 – 10:00 Welcome and opening
1.

Opening of the meeting by the Chair (Mr Snorri Baldursson)

2.

Adoption of the agenda

3.

Introduction by the Secretariat (Ms Carolina Lasén Díaz)

10:00 – 12:00 Biodiversity and climate change in other fora
4.

Updates on biodiversity/climate change work in other fora:
a. Convention on Biological Diversity
b. Convention on Migratory Species (Ms Melanie Virtue, Interagency Liaison Officer)
c. Barcelona Convention (Mr Atef Ouerghi, Expert on Marine Biology , RAC-SPA)
d. Ramsar Convention (Ms Monica Zavagli, Scientific & Technical Support officer)
e. UNEP-World Conservation Monitoring Centre (Mr Barney Dickson,
Climate Change and Biodiversity Programme)

Head of the

coffee break
f. European Commission (Ms Karin Zaunberger, DG Environment)
g. EEA (Mr Snorri Baldursson, Chair of the SEBI 2010 Expert Group on ‘Indicators of
impact of climate change on biodiversity’)
h. GBIF (Mr Nick King, Director)
i. Network of European Nature Conservation Agencies (ENCA): Report of workshop on
ecosystem based adaptation (Ms Caroline Cowan, Chair of ENCA’s adaptation interest
group)
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12:00 – 12:30 National updates
5.

Brief updates on national activities and initiatives on biodiversity and climate
change since the last meeting (September 2008)

Lunch break

14:00 – 15:30 Climate change at the Council of Europe
6.

Brief presentations of climate change work at the Council of Europe
a. Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (Ms. Elvira CORTAJARENA
ITURRIOZ, Committee on the Environment, Agriculture, and Local & Regional
Affairs)
b. Congress of Local and Regional Authorities (Ms Marité Moras, Secretary of the
Committee on Sustainable Development)
c. Climate change and cultural heritage (Mr Eladio Fernández-Galiano, Executive
Secretary of the EUR-OPA Agreement)
d. Climate change and human rights (Ms. Carolina Lasén Díaz)
e. Bern Convention’s Group of Experts on Invasive Alien Species (Mr Eladio FernándezGaliano)

15:30-15:45 - Coffee break

15:45 – 17:30 Presentation of draft reports and discussion
7.

Impacts of climate change on plant species in Europe (Mr Vernon Heywood,
University of Reading, UK)

8.

Impacts of climate change on invertebrates in Europe (Mr Robert Wilson, University
of Exeter, UK)

…
A dinner booking has been made in the Alsatian restaurant “Renard Prechant” (34, rue de
Zurich) at 8pm, for those wishing to get together in the evening. More information will be
given during the meeting.
Please note that this is not an invitation from the Council of Europe.
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Friday 3rd July
9:30 – 10:30 Presentation of draft reports and discussion (cont.)
9.

Presentation of EU-funded project on Natura 2000 and climate change (Mr Yves de
Soye, Climate Change, Energy and Biodiversity Officer, IUCN’s Regional Office for
Pan-Europe)

10.

Protected areas and climate change (Mr Miguel Araújo, National Museum of Natural
Sciences, Madrid, Spain)

10:30 – 11:00 Draft recommendation on further guidance for Parties in
biodiversity and climate change
11.

Presentation of the draft recommendation by the Secretariat

12.

Discussion of draft text

11:00 – 11:15 Coffee break

11:15 – 12:30 Discussion on draft recommendation
Lunch break

14:00 – 16:00 Discussion on draft recommendation (cont.)
16:00 – 16:15 Coffee break

16:15 – 16:45 Next steps and future work
14. Next steps before the Standing Committee meeting
15. Future work of the Group of Experts

16:45 – 17:00 Closing
16. Any other business
17. Closing
***

