
 

SECRETARIAT GENERAL 
 
SECRETARIAT OF THE COMMITTEE OF MINISTERS 
SECRETARIAT DU COMITE DES MINISTRES 
 
 
 
Contact: Clare Ovey  
Tel: 03 88 41 36 45 
 
 

Date: 05/09/2017 

DH-DD(2017)938 
 
  
 

Documents distributed at the request of a Representative shall be under the sole responsibility of the said 
Representative, without prejudice to the legal or political position of the Committee of Ministers. 

 
Meeting: 
 

1294
th
 meeting (September 2017) (DH) 

  
Communication from the authorities (01/09/2017) concerning the case of HIRST (No. 2) v. the United 
Kingdom (Application No. 74025/01)  
 
Information made available under Rule 8.2a of the Rules of the Committee of Ministers for the supervision of 
the execution of judgments and of the terms of friendly settlements. 
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Les documents distribués à la demande d’un/e Représentant/e le sont sous la seule responsabilité dudit/de 
ladite Représentant/e, sans préjuger de la position juridique ou politique du Comité des Ministres. 
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Communication des autorités (01/09/2017) dans l’affaire HIRST (n° 2) c. le Royaume-Uni (Requête 
n° 74025/01) [anglais uniquement]   
 
Informations mises à disposition en vertu de la Règle 8.2a des Règles du Comité des Ministres pour la 
surveillance de l’exécution des arrêts et des termes des règlements amiables. 
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FROM THE AMBASSADOR AND  
UK PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE 
 
 
 
 
1 September 2017 
 
Christos Giakoumopoulos 
Director General for Human Rights and Rule of Law 
Council of Europe 
 
 

 

Dear Director General, 

 
HIRST GROUP v UNITED KINGDOM 
  

As you will be aware, when the deadline was set for the UK to submit an action plan on 
prisoner voting by 1 September 2017, we did not expect a general election to be called in 
June.  Between the general election being called and polling day no parliamentary activity 
could take place and the government had to act on a caretaker basis, meaning that policy 
could not be developed further.  In addition, following the June general election there have 
been a number of ministerial changes. 
  
Nonetheless, the Government is working hard to ensure that the action plan on the issue of 
prisoner voting is submitted within a reasonable time.  There will be a delay from the 1 
September deadline, but I hope that we will be able to send it to you by early autumn. 
  
The UK Government regards the European Convention and its institutions with the utmost 
respect.  On a personal note, I look forward to continuing the close work with the Secretariat 
whose expertise and suggestions have been so valuable on this issue. 
  

 

Yours sincerely 

Christopher Yvon 

 

Christopher Yvon 
Ambassador and UK Permanent Representative to the Council of Europe 

DGI 
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