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Dick Marty testifying at the Abu Omar trial in Milan: ‘Let 
justice take its course!’ 
 
Strasbourg, 06.11.2007 – On 5 November Dick Marty, Rapporteur of the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) on the “illegal 
transfer of detainees and secret detentions in Europe”, testified as a witness at 
the Milan court hearing the trial of CIA agents and Italian secret service agents 
involved in the kidnapping of Abu Omar. He was questioned closely on the 
result of his inquiry. In particular, he showed how the Abu Omar affair was part 
of a global CIA strategy involving several European states, a strategy “beyond 
any legal framework and in grave violation of the European Convention on 
Human Rights”. 
 
“As in the US and Germany, the doctrine of ‘state secrecy’ has been invoked by 
the Italian government to try and block the judicial procedures aiming to 
establish the truth about serious human rights violations committed under its 
responsibility. This is unacceptable and unworthy of a state governed by law. 
Let justice take its course!” said Mr Marty. 
 
“State secrecy is not being invoked to protect secrets – because the facts in 
question are largely known – but rather to protect the civil servants and 
politicians responsible for these abuses,” he said. 
 
Mr Marty continued: “The Abu Omar affair is one of the rare cases where the 
alleged perpetrators of kidnapping carried out as part of the CIA’s ‘extraordinary 
rendition’ programme are facing justice. The trials in the US and Germany, 
involving the El-Masri affair, have run into the sand after the ‘state secrets’ 
doctrine was invoked. Parliamentary enquiries, such as the one carried out by 
the German Bundestag’s committee of enquiry, have also come up against the 
executive’s refusal to provide certain information requested by the 
parliamentarians.” 
 
“Yet human rights defenders will keep trying: other cases, both civil and 
criminal, have been brought or are in preparation, particularly in the US,” 
concluded Mr Marty. 
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