Press Release

Directorate of Communication
Ref: 059a10

Tel. +33 3 88 41 2560
Fax +33 388 41 39 11

COUNCIL
OF EUROCPE

CONSEIL
DE L'EUROPE

Internet: www.coe.int

e-mail: pressunit@coe.int

o B B B B B B B T B B R R R o

47 member States

Albania
Andorra
Armenia

Austria
Azerbaijan
Belgium

Bosnia and Herzegovina
Bulgaria
Croatia

Cyprus

Czech Republic
Denmark
Estonia

Finland

France

Georgia
Germany

Greece

Hungary
Iceland
Ireland

Italy

Latvia
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Malta

Moldova

Monaco

Montenegro
Netherlands
Norway

Poland
Portugal
Romania
Russia

San Marino
Serbia

Slovakia
Slovenia

Spain

Sweden
Switzerland
“The former Yugoslav
Republic of
Macedonia”
Turkey

Ukraine

United Kingdom

Secretary General's reform unanimously supported by
Committee of Ministers

Strasbourg, 21.01.2010 - The proposal to reform the Council of Europe presented by
Secretary General Thorbjgrn Jagland on 20 January received unanimous support by the
Committee of Ministers of the Organisation.

“It's a new time. The political landscape is changing”, said the Secretary General, as he
presented his vision for the future of the Council of Europe to the Organisation’s
decision-making body.

“Europe has once again come to a crossroads, so has the Council of Europe”, he said.

Jagland unveiled his plan to revitalise the Council of Europe as a political body and an
innovative, flexible organisation, in close cooperation with staff and the stakeholders of
the Organisation, making it more visible and relevant for the citizens of Europe.

“Some parts of the reform have to be implemented immediately, others will take more
time,” said the Secretary General, “But the work has to start now”, he said. The
Organisation should concentrate on fewer projects, selected for the added value and
comparative advantages they offer.

Jagland’s positive vision to achieve the Council of Europe’s potential - to refocus its work
and strengthen its political role through determined leadership and structural coherence -
was unanimously endorsed by the Committee.

* * %

The Secretary General will hold a press conference on the upcoming session of the
Parliamentary Assembly and his reform plan at 17.00 on Monday 25 January in
Room 1 of the Palais de I'Europe, the Organisation’s main building.
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A political organisation set up in 1949, the Council of Europe works to promote democracy and human rights continent-wide.

It also develops common responses to social, cultural and legal challenges in its 47 member states.



