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continent-wide. It also develops common responses to social, cultural and legal challenges in its 47 member states. 
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Council of Europe Secretary General Terry Davis on the 
expulsion of a Tunisian national from Italy  
 
Strasbourg, 17.12.2008 - “I am very disappointed by the decision of the 
Italian authorities to deport Mr Mourad Trabelsi to Tunisia on 13 
December. The Italian authorities expelled Mr Trabelsi, a Tunisian 
national, in spite of the fact that the European Court of Human Rights 
asked them not to do so. There are real grounds to fear that Mr Trabelsi 
is at risk of being tortured.  
 
The European Convention on Human Rights, and the European Court of 
Human Rights which enforces it, are the pillars of the human rights 
protection system which Europe has built over the past 60 years and I do 
not understand why the Italian authorities have ignored the Court’s 
reasonable request.” 
 

*** 
 
Mourad Trabelsi has been released from prison in Italy in November this 
year, after serving six and a half years on terrorism related charges. In 
2005, a military court in Tunisia tried him in absentia on similar charges 
and sentenced him to 20 years in prison. On 18 November, the European 
Court of Human Rights asked the Italian authorities not to expel the 
applicant to Tunisia before further notice (interim measure taken 
according to Rule 39 of the Rules of the Court). 
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