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PACE calls for ‘zero tolerance’ of human rights violations 
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(PACE) today demanded that European governments institute a policy of “zero 
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“the gap between standards on paper and the reality on the ground” as regards 
both human rights and democracy, and declared: “It is time to end hypocrisy 
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work on priorities and give it the means to do its job. It also said “decision�B
making by consensus” could lead to paralysis, and called for greater 
�
���$�������
�������
�$�������������
���������
������������������������������
��
PACE said there were a “growing number of deficits” in European democracy 
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representation for women, more “direct democracy”, measures to ensure a free 
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The Assembly also decided to establish an annual award for “outstanding civil 
society action in the defence of human rights”, selected by independent 
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President René van der Linden, who initiated the idea, said: “I expect this 
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the global human rights community and showcased the Council’s own range of 
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http://www.coe.int/t/dc/files/pa_session/april_2007/droits_homme_en.asp
http://assembly.coe.int/Sessions/2007/Debate/ENDemocracy.htm

