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REPORT

The Conference of European Ministers responsible for Youth met in
Strasbourg from 17-19 December 1985 at the invitation of Mr. Alain CALMAT,
French Minister for Youth and Sport.

The Conference was attended by representatives of the States signatories
to the Cultural Convention of the Council of Europe. The Parliamentary
Assembly of the Council of Europe was represented by its President and nine
of its members. The Standing Conference of Local and Regional Authorities of
Furope (CLRAE) was represented by its President and by the Chairman of its
Committee on Cultural and Social Affairs.

Canada and San Marino attended the Conference as observers.

Amongst the international organisations, the United Nations Organisation
for Education, Science and Culture (UNESCO), the International Labour Office,
the European Community and the Franco-German Youth Office were represented
as observers. The Chairman of the Governing Board of the European Youth
Foundation and the Vice-Chairman of the Governing Board of the European
Youth Centre also attended the Conference.

The full list of participants is given in Appendix I.

The Conference was opened by Mr. Marcelino OREJA, Secretary General
of the Council of Europe, who welcomed participants at the Conference and
delivered an address,

The French Minister was elected Chairman further to a proposal by the
Luxembourg Minister. The Norwegian and Portuguese Ministers were elected
Vice-Chairmen.

The subject of the Conference was ''The participation of young people
in society".

This subject was introduced by the French Minister in his capacity as
Chalrman of the Conference. It was developed through three themes:
"The situation of young people in Europe", by the French Minister, "Youth
policies and the encouragement of youth participation", by the Swedish and
Portuguese Ministers and "European co-operation in the youth field", by
the German Minister.

The opening session and the presentation of the first theme took place
in the presence of representatives of youth organisations designated by
the European Co-ordination Bureau for Internatiomal Youth Organisatiouns (ECB)
and by the Council of European National Youth Committees (CENYC). These
representatives took an active part in a hearing, during which the results
of the European Youth Week were also presented.

In their contributions, the representatives of youth organisations
dealt in the main with employment, yvouth exchanges, education for peace
and multicultural training, conscientious objection, participation in
political life and the role of youth organisations in European co-operation.



The conclusions of the Conference are contained in the Final Text
adopted at the close of the meeting (see Appendix II). This text
contains a number of points on which agreement was reached and are such
as to strengthen European co-operation in the youth field. Many
suggestions were put forward for the intergovernmental work programme
of the Council of Europe, the activities of the Centre and the Foundation
and on the subject of co-operation between the European Community and the
Council of Europe in the youth field. The Federal Republic of Germany
lodged a reservation on item 26 (b) of the Recommendations in the Final
Text. It was not able to enter into commitments in the field concerned
but did not wish to stand in the way of the other States.

A colloquy between the Ministers and a delegation of the Parliamentary
Assembly took place in the afternoon of 18 December; it was the occasion
of a fruitful exchange of views on the various themes of the Conference.

The Conference warmly welcomed the invitation extended by
Mr. Lars Roar LANGSLET, Norwegian Minister of Cultural and Scientific
Affairs, to hold the second Conference of European Ministers responsible
for Youth in Norway.
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Strasbourg, 17-19 décembre 1985

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS / LISTE DES PARTICIPANTS

AUSTRIA / AUTRICHE

Madame Gertrude FRSHLICH-SANDNER, Minister of Family, Youth and
Consumer Protection - Himmelpfortgasse 9, A - 1010 VIENNE

Mrs. Dr. Eveline HBNIGSPERGER, Ministry of Family, Youth and
Consumer Protection - Himmelpfortgasse 9, A - 1010 VIENNE

Mrs. Dr. Maria WOLF, Ministry of Family, Youth and Consumer
Protection - Himmelpfortgasse 9, A - 1010 VIENNE

Ms. Erika AMSZ, Bundesministerium fir Auswidrtige Angelegenheiten,
Ballhausplatz 2, A - 1010 VIENNE

Mlle Elisabeth SLAVKOFF, Adjoint au Représentant Permanent-Adjecint
de l'Autriche auprés du Conseil de 1'Europe

Mr. Reinhard SCHEIBELREITER, Austrian Youth Council - Am Modena
Park 1-2, A - 1030 VIENNE

Mr. Walter SCHNEIDER-SCHWARZBAUER, Austrian Youth Council - Am
Modena Park 1-2, A - 1030 VIENNE

Mr. Christian AUFHAUSER, Austrian Youth Council - Am Modena Park
1-2, A - 1030 VIENNE

BELGIUM / BELGIQUE

Communauté frangaise

M. Etienne GROSJEAN, Directeur d'Administration de la Jeunesse et
de l'Education permanente au Ministére de la Communauté frangaise
-~ 78 Galerie Ravenstein, B - 1000 BRUXELLES

Mlle Edith VANDERVELDE, Coordinatrice pour l'Année Internationale
de la Jeunesse :

M. Marc Henri JANNE

M. Xavier HOORNAERT, Conseil National de la Jeunesse {CRIJ)



Eggmunauté flamande

M. Herman ALGOET, Conseiller Chef de Service au Ministére de 1la
Communauté flamande

M. F. MISSOTEN, Conseiller Adjoint au Ministére de la Communauté
flamande

Mme Marianne VAN UYTFANGHE, Présidente de la Plateforme flamande
pour les Questions de Jeunesse

M. Marcel LEJOLY, Ministre communautaire de la Jeunesse, de
l'Education permanente, Patrimoine culturel et des Médias, Membre
de 1'Exécutif de la Communauté germanophone

M. Norbert HEUKEMES, Conseiller

M. Jirgen HECK, Secrétaire du Conseil de Jeunesse

M. M. HERCKENS, Secrétaire Adjoint au Ministére des Relations
Extérieures - 2, rue des Quatre Bras, B - 1000 BRUXELLES

CYPRUS / CHYPRE

Mr. Andreas MOUSIOTTAS, Minister of Labour and Sccial Insurance,
CY - NICOSIA

Mr. Christodoulos CHRISTODOULOU, Director General of the Ministry
of Labour and Social Insurance
Mr. Christos KONIS, Director of Welfare Services

DENMARK / DANEMARK

Mr. Carl NISSEN, General Inspector of Education - Vester Voldgade
117, DK - 1552 CQOPENHAGEN V

Mr. Klaus HOLMSTRUP, Head of bDivision, Directorate for Youth and
Adult Education, Free Elementary Schools - Frederiksholms Kanal
250, DK - 1220 COPENHAGEN K

Ms. Ibbi HARRIT, Head of Section, Directorate for Youth and Adult
Education, Free Elementary Schools - Frederiksholms Kanal 250, DK
- 1220 COPENHAGEN K

Mr. Finn LARSEN, General Director of the Danish Youth Council

Mrx ., Poul Erik PETERSEN, Danish Youth Council

FINLAND / FINLANDE

Mme Kaarina SUONIO, Minister of Education - Kirkkokatu 3, SF -
00170 HELSINKI

M. Henry SODERHOLM, Minister-counsellor, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs _

Mme Ulla HELSINGIUS, Secretary for Cultural Affairs, Ministry of
Education

M. Timo LAANIKEN, Chairman of the Youth Policy Section of the
State Youth Council

M. Markku KARKKAINEN, Vice-President of the International Youth
Year 1985 Committee

Mme Lena MITTS, Vice-President of the National Committee of
Finnish Youth Organisations SNT



FRANCE

M. Alain CALMAT, Ministre délégué & la Jeunesse et aux Sports - 78
rue Olivier de Serres, F - 75739 PARIS CEDEX 15

Mme Denise BARRIOLADE, Conseiller technique auprés du Ministre
M. Pierre GABORIT, Directeur de la Jeunesse, Ministére de la
Jeunesse et des Sports

Mlle Pierrette MARTIN, Adjointe au directeur

M. Jean DEROY, Chef du Bureau des Relations Internationales,
Direction de la Jeunesse, Ministére de la Jeunesse et des Sports
Mlle Noéline FONTAINE

M. LEWIS, Direction régionale de Strasbourg

Mme NO&L, Ministére des Relations Extérieures

Mme Dominique LAURENT

M. Jean-Michel DU PLAA, CNAJEP

Mme Anne CUBLIER, Secrétaire Générale de la Section frangaise,
Office Franco-quebecois pour la Jeunesse - 5, rue de Logelbach, F
- 75847 PARIS CEDEX 17

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY / REPUBLIQUE FEDERALE D'ALLEMAGNE

Prof. Dr. Rita SiiSSMUTH, Bundesminister fir Jugend, Familie und
Gesundheit - XKennedyallee 105-107, D - 5300 BONN 2

Mr. Henning SCHERF, Senator filir Jugend, Bremen

Mr. TACK, Leiter des Ministerbiliros, BMJIFG

Mr. Warnfried DETTLING, Ministerialdirektor, Leiter der Abteilung
Jugend, Zivildienst und generelle Planung, BMJFG

Mr. Werner SIPP, Regierungsdirektor, BMJFG

Mr. Ulrich BUNJES, Geschdftsfilhrer des Deutschen Bundesjugendrings

GREECE / GRECE

Mr. George PAPANDREOU, Under-Secretary for Culture - Responsible
for Youth, Popular Education and Migration, Ministry of Culture

Mr. Georges SEFERTZ1S, Director Private Office

Mr. Antonis CARTER, Director of the International Relations
Department

Mme Linda ATHANASSOULI, International Relations Department,
Ministry of Culture, General Secretariat for Youth - 25
Panepistimiou Street, GR - ATHENS



HOLY SEE / SAINT SIEGE

S.E. Mgr Paul Joseph SCHMITT, Evéque de METZ, Délégué frangais
pour les Institutions Européennes - Evéché, 15, Place
Ste-Glossinde, B.P. 690, F - 57019 METZ CEDEX

Mgr Jozeph MICHALIK, Chef du Bureau Section Jeunesse, Conseil
Pontifical pour les Laiques - Piazza S. Calisto 16, I - 00120
CITYA DEL VATICAN

Rd Peére John REYNOLDS, Assistant International des Scouts
catholiques - Presbytery, Bownes Road, Langley, Middleton, GB -
MANCHESTER MZ24 AUN

Mlle Annemie VANMOL, Présidente naticnale de la JOC féminine
flamande - Paleizenstraat 90, B - 1030 BRUXELLES

M, Santiago GOIZUETA GRASSET, Juriste, Prélature de la Ste-Croix
et de 1'Opus Dei - Viale Bruno Buozzi 73, I - 00197 ROME

M. Mario MAURO, Association "Comunione e Liberazione" - Via G. De
Petro 45, I - 71100 FOGGIA

ICELAND / ISLANDE

Mr. XKnutur HALLSSON, General Secretary, Ministry of Culture and
Education - Hverfisgdtu 4-6, IS - REYKJAVIK

Mr. Reynir G. KARLSSON, Head of Division for Sport and Youth
Affairs, Ministry of Culture and Education - Hverfisgdtu 4-6, IS -
101 REYKJAVIK

Mr. Erlendur KRISTJANSSON, The State Youth Counsellor

IRELAND / IRLANDE

Mr. George BIRMINGHAM, Minister of State for Youth Affairs at the
Departments of Education and Labour, Davitt House, Mespil Road,
IRL - DUBLIN 4

Ms., Marney SMITH, Special Adviser to Minister of State

Mr. Michael MacCRAITH, Assistant Principal Officer, Youth Affairs
Section, Department of Labour, Davitt House, Mespil Road, IRL -
DUBLIN 4

Mr. Michael WHITNEY, National Youth Council of Ireland

ITALY / ITALIE

Mme Susanna AGNELLI, Secrétaire d'Etat aux Affaires Etrangéres -
Palazzo Della Farnesina, I -~ 00100 ROME

M. l'Ambassadeur Paolo Massimo ANTICI, Représentant Permanent de
l1'Italie auprés du Conseil de 1'Europe

M, Filippo Nicolis DE ROBILANT, Secrétaire particulier de Mne
AGNELLI

M. Mario Tullio MIGNECO, Ministre Plénipotentiaire - Via della
Farnesina 73, I = 10100 ROME

M. Francesco MELILLI, Président du CIGRI, représentant des
Associations de jeunesse italiennes

LIECHTENSTEIN

M. Hilmar OSPELT, Ministre de la Jeunesse et des Sports de la
Principauté de Liechtenstein - Regierungsgebdude, FL -~ 9490 VADUZ

M. Peter SELE, Office de Jeunesse



LUXEMBOURG

M. Fernand BODEN, Ministre de l'Education Nationale et de la
Jeunesse - Grand-Duché du LUXEMBOURG

M. Fr. Ch. MULLER, Directeur, Service National de la Jeunesse
M. Nico MEISCH, Attaché du Gouvernement, Service National de la
Jeunesse

M. Marc KAYSER, Service National de la Jeunesse

MALTA / MALTE

Mr. Joe GRECH, Special Envoy of the Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Culture and Youth - M - VALLETTA

Mr. Robbie CEFAI, Head of Youth Division at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Culture and ¥outh
Mr. Charles XUEREB, Adviser on Youth Affairs

NETHERLANDS / PAYS-BAS

Mr. L.C. BRINKMAN, Minister of Welfare, Health and Cultural
Affairs - Steenvoordelaan 370, NL -~ 2280 HK RIJSWIJK

Mr. §. G. RIJPMA, Deputy Director of the Department for Youth
Policy, Ministry of Welfare, Public Health and Cultural Affairs -
Steenvoordelaan 370, NL - 2280 HK RIJSWIJK

Ms. Regine AALDERS, Department for Youth Policy, Ministry of
Welfare, Public Health and Cultural Affairs - Steenvoordelaan 370,
NL - 2280 HK RIJSWIJK

Mr. Leo VAN DER HOEVEN, Dutch Platform for International Youth
Wwork

Mme A. LAROOY, Dutch Platform for International Youth Work

NORWAY / NORVEGE

Mr. Lars Roar LANGSLET, Minister of Cultural and Scientific
Affairs - Postbox 8080 Dep., N - 0030 OSLO 1

Mr. Kjell PETTERSEN, Political Advisex to the Minister on Youth
Questions

Mr. Roald KNOPH, Ambassador

Mr. Erik ANTHONISSEN, LNU - Rolf Hofmogst. 1B, N - 0655 OSLO 6
Mrs. Hanne FINSTAD, Executive Officer

Mr. Sven-Even MAAMOEN

Mr. Bjgrn ERIKSEN, Permanent Representation of Norway to the
Council of Europe



PORTUGAL

Mr. Antonio Fernando COUTO DOS SANTOS, Secrétaire d'Etat de la
Jeunesse, Secretaria de Estado da Juventude - Palacio das
Laranjeiras, Estrada das Laranjeiras, 197, P -~ LISBOA

Mme. Isabel ARRIAGA E CUNHA, Adjointe pour les Relations Publigues
M. Nelson CARDOSO, Représentant de la Commission pour 1'ALJ

M. Antonio José MARTINS SEGURO, National Youth Council - Apartado
21257, P - LISBOA

Mme Filomeno Elisabeth MARTINS, National Youth Council - Apartado
21257, P - LISBOA

SPAIN / ESPAGNE

M. Ignacio QUINTANA PEDROS, Sous-Secrétaire d'Etat a la Culture,
Ministére de la Culture - Plaza del Rey 1, E - 28071 MADRID

M. José Maria RIERA MERCEDER, Directeur Général de l'Institut de
la Jeunesse - Ortega y Gasset, 71, E - 28006 MADRID

M. José ARAUJO SANCHEZ, Sous-directeur de la Coopération a
l1'Institut de la Jeunesse

M. Enrique LOPEZ VIGURIA, Président du Conseil de la Jeunesse de
1'Espagne - Margues de Riscal 16, E - 28010 MADRID

M. Félix ABAL-GARCIA, Institut de la Jeunesse

SWEPEN / SUEDE

Mr. Bengt GORANSSON, Minister for Cultural Affairs and Primary
Education, Ministry of Education - S - 103 33 STOCKHOLM

Mme Gunnel STENQVIST, Head of Section, Ministry of Education and
Cultural Affairs

Mme Anne-Sofi LINDENBAUM, Head of Section, Ministry of Education
and Cultural Affairs

Mr. Per-Unoc FRANK, Secretary General, The National Youth Council -
Krukmakargatan 19, S - 116 51 STOCKHOLM

Mr. Lars GRANATH, Chairman of the National Council for Swedish
Youth Organisations
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SWITZERLAND / SUISSE

M. Bernard COMBY, Conseiller d'Etat, Chef du Département de
1'Instruction Publique de la Républigque et du Canton du Valais -
CH - 1951 SION

M. Hans Rudolf DSRIG, Suppléant du Directeur de 1'0Office fédéral
de la Culture - Thunstrasse 20, Case postale, CH - 3000 BERNE &

M. Hans-Peter FRICKER, Président de la Communauté d’'Action suisse
pour l'Année Internationale de la Jeunesse - Hiirstrasse 70, CH -
8046 ZURICH

Mme Monika SPINATSCH, Collaboratrice au Secrétariat Central suisse
de l'Union Européenne - Wyttenbachstrasse 11, CH - 3013 BERNE

TORKEY / TURQUIE

M. Sencar 8ZS0Y, Représentant Permanent Adjoint de Turgquie auprés
du Conseil de l'Europe

M., Ercan KUBILAY, Conseiller Culturel prés 1l'Ambassade de Turquie
a Paris

M. Hiseyin DIRIGZ, Adjoint au Représentant Permanent de Turquie
auprés du Conseil de 1'Europe

UNITED KINGDOM / ROYAUME-~UNI

Mr. Robert DUNN, MP, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State,
Department of Education and Science - Elizabeth House, York Road,
GB - LONDON SEl 7PH

Mr. Robin RITZEMA, Director of Youth Service Unit, Department of
Education and Science - Elizabeth House, York Road, GB - LONDON
SEl1 7PH

Mr. Tom WYLIE, HM Inspector {Youth Service}, Department of
Education and Science - Government Buildings, Marston Road, OXFQORD
0X3 OBR

Mr. Malcom RYAN, Chairperson of the British Youth Council
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PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE / ASSEMBLEE
PARLEMENTAIRE DU CONSEIL DE L'EUROPE
(Colloquy of 18 December ,/ Colloque du 18 décembre)

Mr. Karl AHRENS, President of the Parliamentary Assembly

M., Claude DEJARDIN, Président de la Commission des Migrations,
Réfugiés et Démographie - 2 A, rue Henri Vieuxtemps, B - 4000
LIEGE

Membres de la Sous-Commission Jeunesse et Sports :

M. Antonio QUEIROZ, Président - Praga 9 de Abril, 201-1° esq.,

P - 4200 PORTO

M. Peter BUCHNER - ST-Guido=~Stift-~Platz 1, D - 6720 SPEYER

M. Miguel Angel MARTINEZ - Palacic de las Cortes, E - MADRID

M, Gunther MULLER (Président de la Commission de la Culture et de

1 'Education) - Bundeshaus, D - 5300 BONN 12
M. Franz OEHRI - Peter Kaliserstrasse 20, 9494 MAUREN,
LIECHTENSTEIN

M. Maria Lluis PUIG - Palacio de las Cortes, E - MADRID
M. Alec WOOPRALL - House of Commons, GB - LONDON SW1lA OAA
M. PAJARES

STANDING CONFERENCE OF LOCAL AND REGIONAL AUTHORITIES OF EUROPE
CONFERENCE PERMANENTE DES POUVOIRS LOCAUX ET REGIONAUX DE L'EUROPE
M. SIURANA, President de la Conférence Permanente

M. BUCCI, Président de la Commission des Affaires Culturelles et

Sociales.

OBSERVERS / OBSERVATEURS

NON MEMBER STATES / ETATS NON MEMBRES

CANADA

M. Jean-Yves GRENON, Consul Geénéral du Canada, Consulat Général -
10 place du Temple~Neuf, B.P. 2BB/R7, 67007 STRASBOURG Cedex

M. Guy ROUSSET, Directeur Général du Secrétariat a la Jeunesse,

Quebec
M. André SAMSON, Conseiller aux Affaires Europeéennes, Délégation
Générale du Québec - Avenue des Arts, 46, B - 1040 BRUXELLES

SAN MARINO

Mme Fausta MORGANTI, Ministre de la Culture
M. Ricardo VENTURINI, Directeur au Ministére
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INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS / ORGANISATIONS INTERNATIONALES

UNESCO

Mr. VAGLIANI, Chief of the Youth Division, Sector of Social and
Human Sciences, UNESCO - 7 place de Fontenoy, F - 75700 PARIS

EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES / COMMUNAUTES EUROPEENNES

Mr. L. BARONCELLI, Head of Division for Vocational Training Policy
Mr. David COYNE, Administrateur Principal, Direction Générale
Emploi, Affaires Sociales et Education - 200 rue de la Loi, B -
1049 BRUSSELS

WHO / OMS

Apologised for absence/Excusé

ILO / BIT

M. Michel BACHELET, Adviser in economical and social
planification, International Labour Office, Emergency Employment
Schemes Branch - CH - 1211 GENEVA 22

OECD / OCDE

Apologised for absence / Excusé

FRANCO-GERMAN YOUTH OFFICE / OFFICE FRANCO-ALLEMARD

M. Daniel GROSCOLAS, Secretaire Général - Rhéndorferstr. 23, D -
5340 BAD HONNEF

GOVERNING BOARD OF THE EYC / CONSEIL DE DIRECTION DU CEJ
Ms. Maria HARTL, Vice-Chairman

GOVERNING BOARD OF THE EYF / CONSEIL DE DIRECTION DU FEJ
Mr. Jacgqui COTTYN, Chairman

RAPPORTEUR OF THE CONFERENCE / RAPPORTEUR DE LA CONFERENCE

M. Jean RIONDET, Rapporteur Général de la Conférence - 31, rue
admirault, F - 1700 LA ROCHELLE

RAPPORTEUR OF THE EUROPEAN YOUTH WEEK / RAPPORTEUR DE LA SEMAINE
EUROPEENNE DE LA JEUNESSE

M. Alain ROY, Rapporteur Général de la Semaine Européenne de la
Jeunesse -~ 9, rue Strauss-Durkheim, 67000 - STRASBOURG
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SECRETARIAT GENERAL

M. Marcelino OREJA AGUIRRE, Secrétaire Général du Conseil de
l1'Europe
M. Bruno HALLER, Directeur de Cabinet

GREFFE DE L'ASSEMBLEE PARLEMENTAIRE

M. Gian~Paolo CASTENETTQ, Chef de la Division III

M. Christopher GRAYSON, Secrétaire de la Commission de la Culture
et de 1'Education

Mme Antconella-Maria CAGNOLATI-STAVERIS, Secrétariat de 1la

Commission de la Culture et de 1'Education

DIRECTORATE OF THE PRESS AND INFORMATION SERVICES /
DIRECTION DES SERVICES DE PRESSE ET D'INFORMATION

M. Adrian BUTLER, Attaché de presse
EUROPEAN YOUTH CENTRE / CENTRE EUROPEEN DE LA JEUNESSE
M. Franco MARZIALE, Directeur

’

M. Peter LAURITZEN, Adjoint au Directeur

Mme Isil GACHET

Mlle Michela CECCHINI

EUROPEAN YOUTH FOUNDATION / FONDS EUROPEEN POUR LA JEURESSE

Mme Agneta DERRIEN, Directeur Exécutif

M. Tom SHEBBEARE, Directeur Exécutif adjoint
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APPENDIX II
FINAL TEXT
PRINCIPLES
1. Having regard to current and prospective changes in the structure of

society, many young people will have to confront radically new and changing
circumstances.

2. The capacity of young people to find new solutions to the problems
which face them, their participation at all levels of society and their
search for new future prospects require their involvement in the decision~
making process on those issues which concern them and the democratic
recognition of their full citizenship (right to education and training,

to work, to be informed, protection of health and the environment).

3. Fullest possible participation of young people in society is essential
to democracy at local, national and international levels. This is why the
theme "participation” needs to be put into the perspective of the changes
in society when approaching the year 2000. The vision of society for the
coming years is to further the development of a fully-fledged participative
democracy. This calls for the active involvement of the young; 1t also
presupposes their desire to make this society their own.

4. Participation depends on real possibilities being offered to young
people to determine their future and fashion their own life-style, and it
means that its full realisation follows from the rapid achievement of
autonomy by young people.

5. The process of acquiring autonomy has now been slowed, in both economic
and vocational terms, by economic conditions, which have altered the
traditional relationship of education, training, employment and social
identity.

6. The increasing lack of meaningful opportunities for participation
represents a threat to democracy and can result in alienation from society,
which in its most extreme forms shows as drug abuse, delinquency and violence.

7. Rapid changes in society caused by new technologies and other factors
such as the growing influence of the media make the creation of opportunities
to develop skills of participation even more urgent. In this respect, the
role of youth organisations in promoting and providing for youth participation
is vital for the democratic process.

8. European co-operation in the field of youth is ever more necessary.

Tt offers the possibility of comparing experience in combating difficulties
facing young people, acts as a barrier to xenophobia and racism, and
contributes to the building of the democratic ideal of Europe. Important
aims of such co-operation are to encourage European awareness among young
people, to liberate their creativity, and promote their autonomy.
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9. Young people themselves and youth organisationms at local, regional,
national and international levels have important roles to play in European
co-operation. But many such organisations, including those at European
level, already have financial difficulties in achieving their existing

goals.

10. A distinctive contribution of the Council of Europe in the youth field
is the concept of co-management - the partnership of governments and non-
governmental organisations - for meeting the needs of young people. It

is important that this ideal be extended to those bodies not already
involved and that non-governmental youth organisations be strengthened

so that they can be true partners, both nationally and internationally.

11. The impetus given, and the co-ordinating roles played, by the European
Youth Foundation, European Youth Centre and ad hoc Committee of Experts

on Youth Questions (CAHJE) are greatly welcomed, and need to be continued
and develeoped. There is moreover, a continuing ambition to extend
understanding and co-operation amongst young people across the totality

of Furope, thus promoting, in the field of youth co-operation as well,

the principles of the final act of the Conference on Security and
Co-operation in Europe.

12, Being committed to enhancing participation, Ministers attach special
importance to promoting the following particular themes in the next three
years:

a. co-management, nationally and internationally;

b. information and advisory services for young people;

c. equal opportunities in the field of mobility for all young people,
including young people from disadvantaged localities and regions;

d. research and documentation on youth issues.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

The first Conference of European Ministers responsible for Youth,
meeting in Strasbourg on 17, 18 and 19 December 1985,

I. Recommends that the signatory States of the Cultural Convention of
the Council of Europe:

1. Establish, where they do not already exist, permanent bodies
exclusively dealing with youth policies;

2. Co-ordinate government bodies involved with youth policies;

3. Promote the expansion or establishment of non-governmental youth
organisations and afford them a specific, recognised place so that they
can play a role in promoting social well-being and, more particularly,

the integration of young people in social, cultural, economic and political
life. Such participation needs to extend to concrete and specific issues
and a plan for doing so should be drawn up by each relevant authority;

4, Facilitate access to responsibilities in associative life for young
people. Youth organisations must be recognised as active examples of
democratic involvement by and with young people;

5. Pursue an overall youth policy based on active co-operation between
governmental and non-governmental bodies;

6. Promote genuine personal and social independence for young people and
recognise their status as citizens so as to rule out discrimination of all
kinds;

7. Generally support involvement in associations, since increased
involvement is a crucial factor in preventing and counteracting deviant
behaviour, especially drug addiction;

8. Ensure the widest possible participation by young people in society,
and for this purpose:

9. Promote through informal educational means a climate which encourages

a growing participation in decision-making by young people; enhance a
dialogue between young people and public authorities at all levels on issues
that concern their lives such as education, housing, environment,
unemployment and health;

10. Encourage the participation of young people in the decision-making
process in areas that concern them, especially labour relations, legislation
being amended where necessary, particularly that applicable to minors;
promote the setting up of job opportunity programmes;

11. Promote social and civic education and the acquisition of political
and economic knowledge, especially in schools, youth work, universities
and adult education, and make it possible for young people to influence
their educational conditions;
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12, Give young people scope for autonomous action to develop their
creativity and sense of responsibility and encourage self-managing
initiatives, for example in working life;

13. Help promote initiatives by young people, especially co-operatives,
training firms and alternative forms of work, and draw up appropriate
legal instruments for this purpose;

14, Improve the quality of the daily lives of young people, in particular,
where appropriate by:

- giving them autonomous access to appropriate social welfare,
- facilitating access to accommodation of their own,
- dintroducing a general system of reductions and cther advantages;

15. Give young people improved access to relevant information, advice and
counselling appropriate to their needs;

16. Acknowledge the role of youth organisations, ensure that all their
activities are taken into account by the authorities in every sector and
accept them as partners in all matters connected with the devising,
implementation and evaluation of programmes and plans deriving from
economic, social and education policy in areas of interest to young people;

17. Strengthen co-management at the various levels, while respecting the
independence of associations and the prerogatives of the authorities;

18. Provide youth organisations with the technical and financial support
they need in order tec serve their purpose and ensure that such support is
allocated by procedures that are open to scrutiny;

19. Accept youth organisations as fully-fledged partners, where appropriate,
in ceollective consultation and negotiation in areas that concern them;

20. Regulate, by means of close co-operation between the public and
private sectors, access to in-service training; provide young people,
especially young women, with access to varied, high-quality training
geared to technological progress, in order to promote free access to
employment and training;

21. Encourage local job creation schemes and new forms of work, especially
through bodies suited to the purpose;

22. Ensure that vocational training schemes have a social, cultural and
human dimension that allows young people to develop their personalities
to the full;

23. Promote voluntary service, especially in the context of comnunity
development both in Europe and worldwide;
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24,

25.
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Recommends that the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe
give further impetus to the youth policy pursued by the Council's
organs, and

To this end:

Recognise the importance of regular Conferences of European Ministers
responsible for Youth, to be held every two or three years at the
invitation of member States; Norway has offered to host the second
Conference, which could take place in 1987. The governments would
call periodic meetings of officials in order to prepare forthcoming
conferences and exchange views on national policies;

Set up a working group to complete, in time for the next Conference

of European Ministers responsible for Youth, a study of the appropriate
structure for promoting youth matters within the Council of Europe.
This working group would comprise the States represented on the

ad hoc Committee of Experts on Youth Questions and should also include
representatives of the National Youth Committees and the international
non-governmental youth organisations co-operating in the statutory
bodies of the European Youth Centre and European Youth Foundation;

Seek, after consultation with the working group but without waiting

for the final results of its work, to establish a platform for inter-
governmental action on youth questions, to ensure that intergovernmental
co-operation in the Council of Europe in this area continues after the
expiry of the ad hoc Committee of Experts on Youth Questions' present
terms of reference and is strengthened;

Strengthen co-management in existing and future Council of Europe
bodies dealing with youth questions;

Pay greater attention to the role, running and programming of the
activities of the European Youth Centre and European Youth Foundation

and theilr financial needs;

Ensure that youth questions are dealt with effectively in the programmes

and proceedings of Ministerial Conferences;

26.

Promote an ambitious policy in keeping with the aspirations of young

Europeans, and to this end:

a.

Make arrangements in the near future, in liaison with the European
Community, for encouraging European youth initiatives;

Promote the development of the European network of youth information
centres, in co-operation with youth organisations, and for this
purpose strengthen the ad hoc Liaison Committee, develop the data
banks in each country and consider setting up a European network of
such banks;
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27. Pursue, at European, national and local levels as appropriate, the
removal of those obstacles which financially penalise young people who
choose to go abroad for training or voluntary service in the welfare or
cultural sector and seek as far as possible to harmonise, at European
level, the rules governing support for youth exchanges within the framework
of their bilateral agreements and programmes;

28. Encourage local and regional authorities and local youth organisations
to play an active role in promoting mobility by receiving and informing
young people, with a view to supporting direct inter-regional exchanges;

29, Seek to ensure that the steps taken by relevant European bodies to
promote youth mobility and youth exchanges complement one another and

are based on principles adopted with a view to involving the widest
possible European area and fostering a more open attitude towards countries
not members of the Council of Europe;

30. Support the activities of international non-governmental organisations
working at European level, which are obvious partmers for the furtherance
of youth mobility and other matters of concern to young people;

31. Promote, in liaison with the European Community, a wide-ranging youth
exchange programme encompassing bilateral and multilateral schemes.
Specific measures to be encouraged in the short term include:

~ giving priority to vocational training and to young people in
general, whether working or unemployed,

- assistance for those young people who are most deprived,

- participation by young migrants in all activities which concern
them,

- improving the guality of exchanges and providing training for
those responsible,

and consider the introduction of a "European Youth Card";

32. Co-ordinate the efforts of governments and specialised institutions
with a view to securing information exchange between youth research workers
and research facilities:

33. Plan activities in the Council of Eurcpe's youth sector for inclusion
in the Third Medium-Term Plan in the light of the recommendations of the
Conference of European Ministers responsible for Youth, the Parliamentary
Assembly, the meeting of Officials responsible for Youth Questions and
European Youth Week;

Consider the case for:
a. starting, in 1986, a comparative study, co-ordinmated by the ad hoc

Committee of Experts on Youth Questions, of the youth programmes
of the member States of the Council of Europe;
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b. fncluding the 1986-1987 programme of activities a conference on
accommodat ion for young people;

c. holding a conference on municipal youth policies in 1987 in the
framework of the Standing Conference of Local and Regional Authorities
of Europe;

34. Consider the feasibility of drawing up a European Convention on the
protection of young people vis-d-vis the media; speed up and strengthen
the ongoing work of the Council of Europe on audio-visual programmes
with a pornographic, brutal or violent content, especially where such
programmes are likely to affect young people;

35. Maintain and encourage ongoing co-operation in the youth sector with
the United Nations agencies, in particular UNESCO, ILO, WHO and UNICEF,
in order to take account of the universal features of youth issues;

36. Continue to implement the measures introduced during International
Youth Year, regard being had to the principles designed to foster new
projects and any further action in the field of youth, as adopted at
the 40th Session of the United Nations General Assembly;

37. Strengthen the special ties that exist with the European Community,
paying particular attention to the co-ordimation of the policies of the
two organisations and to ensuring that the programmes of each organisation
reflect an open attitude to the outside world; in the event of an EEC
European Youth Office or any other structure or programme being set up,
make provision for young people from the signatory States of the Cultural
Convention of the Council of Europe to participate in its activities and
benefit from its experience;

38. Reaffirm that the Council of Europe has an outstanding role in
protecting human rights and combating all forms of intolerance and
discrimination, in particular racism, apartheid and xenophobia, with due
regard for the cultural identity of each individual and the different
sets of values in Europe; in this comtext, in particular, hold a second
Conference on Intolerance;

39. Draw attention to the open attitude of the Council of Europe's
European vocation in the widest sense of the term and to its open attitude
towards co-operation with all other countries;

40. Pay particular attention to co-operation with the developing countries;

11XI. The Conference calls on:

41. Young Europeans to display solidarity with the victims of natural
disasters, especially those in Colombia and Mexico, and with those
suffering from other forms of disadvantage, and to this end to hold
regular events to encourage practical action by young people on their
behalf.
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The Ministers reiterated their thanks to the French Govermment for
having held the first Conference in Strasbourg; it took place to their
full satisfaction, thanks to the excellent organisation and dedication

of the services of the Council of Europe, the European Youth Centre and
the European Youth Foundation.

The Ministers also took note, with satisfaction, of Norway's
intention to organise the second Conference of European Ministers

responsible for Youth at a date which the Norwegian authorities will
announce in due course.






