The Council of Europe is the
continent’s leading human rights
organization. It comprises 47 member
states, 28 of which are members of the
European Union. All Council of Europe
member states have signed up to the
European Convention on Human
Rights, a treaty designed to protect
humanrights,democracy and therule
of law. The European Court of Human
Rights oversees the implementation
of the Convention in the member
states.

www.coe.int
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The Council of Europe (CoE) continues to support its member states to implement European human rights standards at national level
through revision of legislation, capacity development and exchange of best practices. The Committee of Ministers of the CoE has
consolidated the most important principles and standards relating the human rights and fundamental freedoms of members of the
armed forces in its Recommendation (2010)4, stressing the importance for all member states to ensure the compliance with the
requirements of those provisions.

To contribute to this process, the CoE isimplementing a project on“Strengthening the application of European human rights standardsin
the armed forces in Armenia’, generously funded by the UK Government's Conflict, Stability and Security Fund (CSSF) and the CoE. The
Projectisincluded in the CoE Action plan for Armenia 2015-2018 and lasts 28 months (October 2016 - January 2019). Human Rightsin the
armed forces is also a key element of the National Human Rights Strategy (2012) and its Action Plan adopted by the Armenian authorities
(2014).

Project Objectives

The main objective of the Projectis to contribute to a better protection of human rightsin the armed forces in Armenia.

The specific objectives are to improve the national capacity to apply European human rights standards in the armed forces and to
improve the prevention, identification, referral and handling of human rights violations in the armed forces, with a particular focus onill-
treatment.

Target groups and final beneficiaries

The main target groups are the members of the armed forces at large, staff of the Ministry of Defence (MoD), staff of the
Human Rights Defender, as well as military prosecutors, investigators, military police officers, representatives of judiciary
and civil society organizations.

The final beneficiaries are the members of the armed forces, including conscripts, as well as civilians affected by activities of
the military who will enjoy a better protection of their rights.

Project results

Itis expected thatasaresult of the Project:

» The relevant military legislation will be reviewed and advanced to make it compliant with international and European
humanrights standards;

e The capacity of the Human Rights and Integrity Building Centre of the MoD to ensure human rights compliance and
promote them within the armed forces and the MoD will be enhanced;

e Human rights awareness will be raised among members of the armed forces, and their access to relevantinformation on
European humanrights standards will increase;

« The regulatory framework and institutional mechanisms to prevent and address human rights violations in the armed
forces will be reviewed and strengthened;

e Prevention of human rights violations and external monitoring of the situation with their observance in the armed forces
willimprove;

 Effectiveness of investigation and other procedures concerning ill-treatment, non-combat deaths and other serious
humanrights violationsin the armed forces willimprove.

Activities and methodology

The Project uses a comprehensive approach and is based on a combination of concrete tailor-made and demand-driven

activities:

» Legislative expertise provided to identify particular weaknesses, inconsistencies and areas where further legislative
reforms are needed, including a review of the existing military legislation and disciplinary regulations with the view to
establishing their compatibility with the ECHR;

 Institutional strengthening through the development of the capacity of the Human Rights and Integrity Building Centre
and of the NPM/Human Rights Defender;

» Capacity-development and awareness raising on human rights for military commanders and other personnel, law
enforcement officers, military prosecutors and representatives of judiciary, achieved through the development of
training materials, training-of-trainers, workshops and seminars, study visits to the CoE, including the European Court of
Human Rights, translations and publications etc. All training activities are to be carried out in close co-operation with the
CoEHELP Programme.

National Project partners
The key national partner of the Project is the Ministry of Defence. The Project will also closely cooperate with the Human
Rights Defender, law-enforcement bodies acting in the armed forces, representatives of the judiciary and civil society.
Financial support

The Project is generously funded by the UK Government's Conflict, Stability and Security Fund (CSSF) and the Council of
Europe.
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