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Introduction: An innovative youth policy, but a youth
sector slow to find its feet

The Council of Europe: architect of a European youth policy

When the Council of Europe first turned its attention to youth issues in the
1960s, it did so in a very specific context. From the outset, young people
were the primary concern of those who set out, after the second world war,
to build a democratic Europe based on respect for human rights and con-
scious of a deeply shared destiny. Governments and parliamentarians agreed
that any youth policy must be developed through youth organisations,
which were seen as offering an ideal framework for democratic participation
and, by virtue of their diversity and independence, a bulwark against any
government attempt to “take over” young people. In the early 1960s, the
Council for Cultural Co-operation decided that the time had come to join
youth organisations in launching activities to give young Europeans a new
impetus – principally meetings and training sessions designed to get them
actively involved in community and cultural life. With its backing, the first
“Experimental Youth Centre” course was held in Obernai. Youth exchanges
and international meetings of European youth NGOs sponsored by the
Council of Europe helped to forge ties between young people in eastern and
western Europe and build trust between western government officials and
European youth organisations. Instituting dialogue with youth organisations
seemed to follow, almost naturally, as the next step. 

When the American magazine Rampart revealed, in 1966, that some of the
major international youth organisations were in receipt of CIA funding (pre-
sented as a necessary response to the Comintern’s infiltration of others)1,
European governments, which had maintained a hands-off approach to
youth movements since the war, suddenly became aware that a full-scale
battle for minds was under way between East and West, and was spilling
over into much of Europe’s voluntary sector. Against this background, the
Obernai experiment came to be seen as a model of its kind.

Two years later, European governments were confronted with the 1968 stu-
dent uprising which shook the postwar social order to its foundations. The
Council of Europe’s Parliamentary Assembly and the European Economic
Community’s European Assembly2 both met to discuss “the youth crisis” –

55

__________
1. Kotek J., La jeune garde, la jeunesse entre KGB et CIA, 1917-1989, Seuil, Paris, 1998.
2. Not known as the “European Parliament” until it was elected by universal suffrage in 1979.
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The Council of Europe and youth

and both decided that involving young people more closely in the building
of a democratic Europe was the answer. Indeed, it looked as if building a
democratic Europe was set to become the postwar generation’s legacy to the
next. For the Council of Europe, this meant promoting a western conception
of human rights and democracy. For the European Community, it meant
propagating the European ideal, with a view to future enlargement. At their
Hague Summit in 1969, the heads of state and government stated in their
final declaration that “All the creative activities and the actions conducive to
European growth decided upon here will be assured of a greater future if the
younger generation is closely associated with them”.1

Spurred by the success of the Obernai course and the contacts forged with
youth organisations, and powered by the ideal of promoting a democratic
society based on human rights, the Council of Europe, many of whose
member states had a long tradition of supporting youth organisations2, was
the natural choice to launch a full-scale European youth policy. It set up the
European Youth Centre (EYC) in Strasbourg in 1970, and a European Youth
Foundation (EYF) two years after that. From that point on, its activities in the
youth field went from strength to strength. In 1985, it convened the first
European Conference of Ministers responsible for Youth and, in 1995,
opened a second European Youth Centre in Budapest. Today, over 200 youth
organisations work with it on a regular basis, and a yearly total of some
8 000 young people take part in activities run by the Strasbourg and
Budapest centres and the EYF. Since 1971, activities at the Strasbourg and
Budapest centres have attracted more than 245 000 young participants.

At the same time, the Council’s European youth policy has changed consid-
erably in the thirty years it has been running.

The crisis of the 1970s and the new challenges facing
European youth policy

Throughout the 1960s and 1970s, the young were generally seen as radical
and anti-establishment, but the crisis which took hold in the late 1970s, and
gradually came to affect young people in particular, changed this image
completely. “Young people no longer represent the idealised future of soci-
ety; on the contrary, they now represent the potential yeast of social disin-
tegration”.3 New forms of youth protest and action emerged, and youth
organisations changed too. With the breakdown in socialisation, new ways
of addressing youth issues were called for. Instead of involving young people

66

__________
1. Point 16 of the Final Declaration.
2. The presence of the Scandinavian countries, which had considerable experience of institu-

tional participation by youth organisations in policy-making, undoubtedly helped spur the
development of the Council of Europe’s youth policy. 

3. Galland O., Sociologie de la jeunesse, Armand Colin, Paris, 1991.
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in society, the task was now, if not to integrate them, then at least to con-
tain them. National policies were refocused on the new goal of social inte-
gration, and became a force for change at European level.

Throughout the 1960s, young people had seemed to present a united gen-
erational front, but the economic crisis, a new emphasis on the problems of
integration and a general fragmentation of issues and attitudes combined, in
the later seventies and eighties, to project an image in which age was the
only linking factor, and individual situations varied widely. Their own aspira-
tions too began to change, as the “traditional” youth organisations started
to run out of steam, the demand for cultural and leisure services grew, and
interest in political and trade union activity slackened. States naturally
adjusted their policies to reflect these new parameters and the need to inte-
grate young people in the labour market and community, and accordingly
broke with the hands-off approach to youth associations which had typified
the late 1960s. It became necessary for governments to open youth policy
to a wider range of partners, so that non-organised youth could have a say
as well. Youth policy needed to be about more than co-management of
European funds. A more comprehensive and integrated policy, giving the
intergovernmental sector more responsibility, was called for.

Against this background, the Council of Europe formally set up an intergov-
ernmental body, the CAHJE (Ad hoc Committee of Experts on Youth
Questions) in 1982. As the years passed, the intergovernmental aspect was
given greater prominence by the launching of a series of conferences of
youth ministers (starting in 1985) and the transformation of the CAHJE into
the CDEJ (European Steering Committee for Youth) in 1988. From this point
on, senior officials became the driving force behind a radical shift in the
Council’s youth policy: from a policy centred on institutional participation in
decision-making and resource allocation, the Council was gradually nudged
by member governments towards a policy centred on developing instru-
ments for mobility and integration. Combating youth unemployment with
the help of policies more firmly rooted in local realities, and developing new
forms of voluntary activity – pragmatic rather than ideological, local and
short-term rather than large-scale – these were the topics which emerged
from the intergovernmental discussions.

Youth mobility and information became the catchwords of a new, service-
oriented approach. “Participation is more than involvement in institutions
and decision-making. Participation is a pattern of how one lives in a democ-
racy; it is relevant to work, housing, leisure, education and social relations.”1

As part of this same process, a first reform of the co-management structures

77

Thirty years of experience

__________
1. Point I. 1 of the final text of the Second World Conference of Ministers Responsible for Youth

of the Council of Europe. MJN2(88)9 – Strasbourg, 1988.
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was carried out in 1988, opening the doors to new partners representing
young people outside the traditional organisations. In an effort to streamline
the co-management institutions, the consultative and steering committees
of the EYC and EYF were merged, and “non-organised youth” were given a
seat on the new consultative committee and a slice of the EYF’s budget.

The fall of the Berlin Wall: towards a joint East-West youth
policy

With the fall of the Berlin Wall in November 1989, the situation in Europe
changed drastically. Now that the cold war was over, the Council of Europe
model was no longer seen simply as the alternative to a non-democratic
model, but as a training ground for democracy and human rights. Gradual
integration of the countries of central and eastern Europe became the major
issue. In the space of ten years, the Council expanded from twenty-one
members to forty.1

While Europe was being reconfigured, society was changing too. The 1980s
had seriously challenged the notion that economic progress produces social
progress, which in turn produces social justice. Twenty-year-olds in the early
1980s had never known anything but recession. Social progress for all was a
long-forgotten dream. There was only one battleground now and that was
the market.

This was a tough time for young people everywhere, but tougher for some
than for others. Widely differing situations in western Europe were matched
by similar disparities in central and eastern Europe. It became obvious that
the generic term “European youth” no longer reflected social reality. The
issues at stake in youth policy were becoming more complex, and this
prompted the Council of Europe to refocus sharply on central and eastern
Europe, simultaneously seizing this opportunity to overhaul its co-manage-
ment structures and press ahead with the reform launched in the late 1980s.
The need for democratic youth structures and recognition of young people’s
aspirations in central and eastern Europe, East-West youth mobility, and the
development of local youth policies requiring greater intergovernmental co-
operation accordingly became key themes. Acting on a proposal put forward
at the third ministerial conference (Lisbon, September 1990), the Committee
of Ministers decided, in 1993, to open a second European Youth Centre in
Budapest. Fully a part of the Council’s youth sector, the new centre follows
the same rules and educational approach as its Strasbourg counterpart, and,

88

The Council of Europe and youth

__________
1. See Denis Huber, “A decade which made history – The Council of Europe 1989-1999”,

Council of Europe Publishing, September 1999.
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as the Committee of Ministers put it, helps the Council to contribute “to the
democratisation process in the countries of Central and Eastern Europe”.1

In addition, since 1990, the youth sector provides, through the specific pro-
grammes implemented in the framework of the overall programme of the
Council of Europe, training courses and technical assistance focusing on the
development of youth policy and structures in the different countries of cen-
tral and eastern Europe.

The new challenges and the changing face of European youth policy
inevitably brought up the question of adapting the Council of Europe’s youth
structures. It was not until 1999, however, that its youth sector underwent
a second radical reform, which gave it its present shape and form. As a
result, the European Youth Centre has stopped being just an educational
institution, and has become a resource centre for youth affairs as well; it is
open to all forms of youth work, and its activities are now aimed at a wider
range of users. The European Youth Foundation is now, unequivocally, a
Council of Europe institution, and non-member states may no longer join it.
The European Steering Committee for Intergovernmental Co-operation in
the Youth Field has become the European Steering Committee for Youth,
(CDEJ), and its remit has been extended to the whole of the Council’s youth
sector, including the EYC and EYF.

An Advisory Council has replaced the old advisory committee for youth
organisations. It encompasses a wide range of partners: international non-
governmental youth organisations, national youth committees, representa-
tives of non-governmental institutions active in the youth field, and repre-
sentatives of international non-governmental youth organisations or
networks which are not members of the European Youth Forum.2 The
Parliamentary Assembly, the CLRAE, the national research correspondents,
the European Youth Forum and the European Union also have non-voting
representatives on it.

Every year, a Joint Council on Youth Questions, drawn from the Advisory
Council and the CDEJ, meets in a spirit of political co-management to agree
on priorities, objectives and budgets for the youth sector as a whole.

A Programming Committee, on which governments and the Advisory
Council are equally represented, is responsible for selecting projects from
those submitted to the EYF, and also activities for the EYCs (Strasbourg and
Budapest).

99
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__________
1. Committee of Ministers, reply to the Parliamentary Assembly – Doc. 7642.
2. The European Youth Forum comprises most of the international non-governmental youth

organisations and the national youth committees.

4976-30 Years experience.E  8/04/10  10:56  Page 9



There is also a Secretary General’s Co-ordination Group, comprising Council
of Europe directors responsible for issues which may affect young people.

The Council of Europe’s original co-management system, which was rela-
tively closed and restricted to international youth organisations, has thus
been radically overhauled. As a result of the reform, intergovernmental
aspects have been emphasised, and old-style non-governmental youth
organisations have been relatively eclipsed by new players.

Structure of the Directorate of Youth and Sport – Outline

In the space of thirty years, the Council of Europe’s youth policy has thus
changed considerably. Its main assets are:

1. Unique experience of co-operation with youth organisations and consoli-
dation of these organisations as a force for democracy

2. Intergovernmental co-operation, with the capacity to develop specific
instruments

3. Expertise in the youth research and policy field

4. Participation in the Council of Europe’s standard-setting activities in the
youth field 

5. Gradual integration into the general framework of the Council of Europe

6. The development of co-operation with the European Union and other
international organisations and the inclusion of new partners.

1100
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1. Unique experience of co-operation 
with youth organisations and consolidation 
of these organisations as a force for democracy

The Council of Europe has pioneered European youth policy. “Thus, the cre-
ation of the EYC and the EYF reflect a twofold political awareness. On the
one hand, the need to provide young people with a really creative place for
participation in society was recognised; and on the other, there was an
awareness that the new stages in the building of Europe required not only
governments but society at large to participate”.1 From the outset, partici-
pation has been central to the Council’s youth policy: “working for and with
young people”.

a. Developing co-operation with non-governmental youth
organisations

Participation is both the goal and the method on which the activities con-
ducted by the EYCs, or supported by the EYF, are centred. Another example
of innovation is the co-management system which applies to the two insti-
tutions, with decision-making shared between government and youth
organisation officials. Co-management is an inbuilt feature of the Council’s
youth policy: the partners not only take joint decisions, but are jointly
responsible for implementing them. It provides a perfect illustration of the
Council’s philosophy on youth policy – a philosophy which marries the desire
for a Europe based on democracy, human rights and multiculturalism with a
certain vision of the way in which politics and civil society connect.
“Common values underpin the Council of Europe’s youth policy: democracy,
tolerance, solidarity”.2 Democracy is embodied in the representative charac-
ter of the youth organisations involved, the advancement and training of
young Europeans through their activities, and the promotion of youth citi-
zenship in local, regional, national and European government. Tolerance is
expressed by making intercultural dialogue a basic element of any activity
supported by the Council. Finally, solidarity is inherent in the support pro-
vided for youth organisations by the EYCs and EYF.

1111

__________
1. Grosjean E., “Strasbourg, European Youth Capital – Study of the future prospects of the

European Youth Foundation”, Council of Europe, 1993.
2. Report of the consultative meeting on the future of the youth sector, Strasbourg, 14-15

December 1997 – CDEG-CC/Consult (97)1, January 98.
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b. Instruments of co-operation: the European Youth Centres 
and the European Youth Foundation

The European Youth Centres in Strasbourg and Budapest give European
youth organisations and networks a unique forum, allowing them to play a
practical part in building the new Europe, to contribute to the work of the
Council of Europe, explore young people’s problems and experience inter-
cultural learning. They are educational institutions, and also resource centres
for European youth affairs.

Their activities comprise:

– study sessions, arranged with the help of the international non-govern-
mental youth organisations (INGYOs), which suggest themes and pro-
grammes. The sessions themselves are run by professional tutors, who
provide technical and educational assistance in preparing, implementing
and following them up. Their annual number has grown steadily over
the years, from eighteen in 1974 to twenty-nine in 2001. This growth
has been particularly marked since the Budapest centre opened in 1994.

– training courses for future youth organisation leaders who want to learn
about international youth activities and improve their professional expe-
rience. The courses were launched in 1979, and fifteen or so are now
run every year, with special emphasis on central, eastern and South-east
Europe and minorities. Only 50% are actually “conventional” courses,
and most of the growth stems from new needs in new Council of
Europe member states. At present, the courses attract around 180 par-
ticipants a year. And since they are aimed at people who are, or will be,
directing international activities, their “knock-on” training effects are
considerable.

– symposia, conferences and consultative meetings, giving youth organi-
sations, government officials, experts and academics from all parts of
Europe a chance to discuss such general and topical issues as intolerance
and racism, Euro-Arab dialogue, or the situation of young people in
Europe. Consultative meetings are held by the EYCs on specific aspects
of the youth sector’s work, such as co-operation with the new member
states, training, intercultural learning, etc. These activities, which are
open to a wide range of participants, can also lead to exchanges with
other Council of Europe institutions and departments and other inter-
national organisations.

– a co-operation and assistance programme for the countries of central,
eastern and South-east Europe, the aim being to support or promote
youth field activities and the development of democratic, pluralist youth
structures in the countries concerned, as well as European co-operation.

1122

The Council of Europe and youth
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Activities covered include training courses, study visits, counselling on
the development of youth policies, the production and translation of
educational materials, the provision of experts and the reception of
trainees, grants to allow youth organisation leaders to spend time train-
ing with western European youth organisations, and so familiarise them-
selves with the role and workings of youth organisations in civil society.

– a research and documentation unit, which is responsible for assessing,
encouraging and co-ordinating research activities in Europe, and also
channelling and forwarding requests for information. Through the
European network of researchers, the unit develops contacts and co-
operation between researchers, youth organisations and governments.
It uses a data bank, seminars and training courses to promote multina-
tional comparative research. There is also a documentation centre for
EYC users, giving them access to various documents across the full
range of the Council’s activities.

– “other activities” represent a further strand in the youth sector’s work.
Typical examples are joint sessions, European Youth Weeks (three so far
– in 1985, 1992 and 1995) and self-funded activities.

– Until the late 1990s, there were also language courses for youth organ-
isation leaders. Launched in 1971, their number rose sharply from three
to roughly ten a year by the late 1990s. Heavy demand (3 000 applica-
tions for 236 places in 1999) raised the question of what priority they
should be given, and how they should be funded. Roughly a third of the
applications were for English language courses and, when government
departments and national youth agencies became eligible too, the pro-
file of participants changed, and the number of trainees from youth
organisations declined. New priorities and corresponding budgetary
changes eventually led to suspension of the courses.

The European Youth Foundation, an innovative instrument for co-operation
in Europe, was set up in 1972 to provide financial support for international
youth activities run by youth organisations. The idea is to promote European
youth associations by supporting multilateral youth activities, alongside
those bilaterally agreed by member states. To qualify for support, projects
must be run by an international youth organisation, by organisations in at
least four countries, or by young people from at least four countries who are
not members of traditional associations.

To be eligible, activities must set out to promote peace, understanding and
co-operation between the peoples of Europe and the world, while respecting
human rights and fundamental freedoms. Within this general framework,

1133
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the EYF can provide backing for youth meetings, publications, educational
materials, study visits and youth-related research projects. It can also help to
defray international organisations’ operating expenses, thus assisting them in
their task of structuring association-based activity in Europe. 

In the past, the EYF only funded activities run by youth organisations, but it
is now becoming involved in projects that concern all the players in the
Council’s youth policy. It has also widened its net to include projects run by
young people who are not members of associations, and also local projects
– particularly those designed to combat racism and xenophobia. In addition,
since 1999, the EYF has been implementing a programme of financial sup-
port to pilot projects linked to the work priorities of the youth sector (South-
eastern Europe, conflict regions, human rights education). In total, it funds
some 200 projects a year, involving over 10 000 young people, and provides
support to help over fifty youth organisations to develop their international
activities (total amount of aid in 2001: €2.5 million).1

Since 1995 the EYF’s activities have been complemented by the Solidarity
Fund for Youth Mobility (formerly the Mobility Fund for Disadvantaged
Young People), set up in partnership with the International Union of
Railways. Fifty to eighty projects are funded every year, and 90% of the
partner organisations involved are new ones. The fund (which had a budget
of 98 378 in 2001) is a useful way of supporting international youth mobil-
ity projects run by organisations with little experience in that field. It also
complements the EYF by funding projects which do not match its criteria, or
are rapidly hatched, and so cannot meet its deadlines. Since its inception, this
fund has provided backing for some 230 projects, and is arguably one of the
most effective ways of promoting participation by disadvantaged young
people.

c. The outcome of this co-operation

Consolidation and dissemination of a body of knowledge concerning the
Council of Europe’s basic principles 

In all, some 30 000 young people have taken part in activities at the
Strasbourg and Budapest centres, and over 215 000 in activities supported
by the European Youth Foundation and the Solidarity Fund. In other words,
close on half a million young people have been made aware of the Council
of Europe’s primary concerns, and have helped to disseminate and consoli-
date its principles. The things they have learned and passed on centre on a
number of key elements:

1144
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__________
1. Report 2001 DJS. (Directorate of Youth and Sport).
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– participation, citizenship, human rights and democracy in Europe

– education for tolerance and action against racism and xenophobia,
recognition of the rights of minorities and excluded persons

– the values of non-formal education

– the development of youth policies at local, regional, national and
European level.

Participation as a way of learning democracy is a recurrent theme in the
Council of Europe’s youth sector – and could even be seen as its raison
d’être. This is a theme which runs through all the study sessions and activi-
ties run by youth organisations supported by the EYCs and EYF. It probably
helps to explain why youth organisations have responded so strongly to the
challenge of developing participation and democratic participation structures
in central and eastern Europe. It also helps to explain why those same organ-
isations have been among the best ambassadors of the Council’s policy in
this area since the early 1990s – so much so indeed that the EU has chosen
to make the youth sector the basis of its own co-operation with the Council. 

Human rights education has naturally emerged as one of the youth sector’s
four priorities for the three-year plan 2000-2002. A comprehensive and
global training programme “The human rights education programme” was
launched in 2000. 

Intercultural learning and training in intercultural learning are the corner-
stone of human rights education, and an inherent part of the Council’s youth
sector activities. Action to combat exclusion, multiculturalism and projects
for young members of minorities are central to this training. The following
are three examples of the Council youth sector’s work in this area:

First example: the Youth Directorate’s contribution to the European cam-
paign against racism, xenophobia, anti-Semitism and intolerance

This was part of the Council of Europe’s plan of action against racism,
xenophobia, anti-Semitism and intolerance, adopted by the member
states’ leaders at their Vienna Summit in 1993. One of the main elements
in the plan was the European Youth Campaign, “All different, all equal”,
launched in 1994 in over thirty-five countries. The Youth Directorate’s
contribution was based on four types of activity:

– the realisation of a European youth week preceded by the organisation
of European youth trains, which brought together 1 200 young people
involved in the fight against racism, xenophobia, anti-Semitism and

1155
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intolerance. This event included various fora, and meetings with politi-
cians, artists, journalists as well as creative workshops and concerts;

– special training courses for minority youth group leaders and workers
(migrant or refugee families, young Roma, gypsies and members of
ethnic, cultural and political minorities), and a training course for social
workers and youth workers;

– production and dissemination of a teaching kit, with ideas, methods and
models for activities to promote the informal intercultural education of
young people and adults;

– a peer group education programme with four strands: a training
manual, “Domino”, on the use of peer group education to combat
racism and intolerance; an international conference for teachers and
youth leaders/workers; the setting-up and funding of pilot projects on
peer group education; a training course for social workers.

– Overall, the campaign had a profound impact on the activities of many
non-governmental youth organisations – particularly those working to
defend human rights and combat racism – thus extending the Council
of Europe’s programme.

Second example: the Action Plan in South-eastern Europe

The intercultural approach is particularly important in a region ravaged by
war, ethnic cleansing and aerial bombardment. The programme is based
on a number of principles: fostering dialogue between various ethnic
groups and between majority and minority communities, supporting
mediation and conflict-resolution projects, and helping to build civil soci-
ety as the best guarantee of a democratic future. The methods used are:
training seminars, pilot projects, multidisciplinary research on young
people in South-eastern Europe, the production of educational materials,
and joint training for members of NGOs and government officials. In
2000, over 8 000 people from eleven countries benefited directly or indi-
rectly from thirty-five pilot projects. These were widely varied: arts festi-
vals for young people, peace seminars, projects for disabled people, youth
information networks.

Third example: the Human Rights Education Forum

This was held in Budapest in November 2000 to mark the Council of
Europe’s fiftieth anniversary, and attended by over 150 participants from
45 countries. The forum was open to the public, and there were some fifty
“special guests”. The participants were educators, teachers, youth work-
ers, policy makers and NGO volunteers involved in developing human
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rights education. The forum served to strengthen ties with new partners
working on human rights education, secure recognition of human rights
education as a key element in non-formal education and youth work,
develop synergies and strategic alliances in this area, and confirm the key
role which the Council of Europe and its Directorate of Youth and Sport
can and should play in human rights education.

The Council of Europe as an engine of growth for youth organisations

By promoting institutional participation by European youth organisations,
the Council of Europe has clearly helped many of them to develop and has
also helped, in so doing, to turn them into a force for democracy in Europe.
From fifteen or so in the 1960s, the number of youth organisations operat-
ing at European level has now grown to over a hundred.

These organisations have diversified and proliferated, embracing new
themes. Some twenty came on board when the EYF and EYC were launched,
but the figure had risen to about forty by the early 1980s – and to sixty or
so by the end of the decade. Today it stands at around 200. Numerous local
organisations (for example, youth clubs) are developing a European dimen-
sion, and new themes are emerging: conscientious objection, disability,
homosexuality, the fight against racism and xenophobia.

The Council of Europe is achieving an impact at national level as well, by
encouraging the setting-up of organisations to represent young people in
every country in Europe. National youth committees are springing up in
countries which had none before, and local participation policies are devel-
oping under the influence of intergovernmental co-operation.

The Council of Europe as a vehicle for youth participation in central, eastern
and, more recently, South-eastern Europe

The Council of Europe has always sought to facilitate contact with the coun-
tries of central and eastern Europe, particularly through its youth sector pro-
grammes. With the Berlin Wall gone, it became the logical place to build
closer ties with these countries. In the late 1980s, its youth and cultural co-
operation sectors were undoubtedly well ahead in this area, thanks to the
contacts which exchanges and seminars funded by the EYC and EYF had
forged between youth organisations. Some 400 young people from central
and eastern Europe took part in EYF-funded activities in 1989, and the 1990
figure topped 600.1 The increase was due to the excellent response of the
international youth organisations and their ability to forge links with young
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people in those parts of Europe – obviously, with the help of financial back-
ing from the EYF. A survey carried out in 19921 showed that the international
youth organisations had branches or contacts in virtually every country in
central and eastern Europe. By organising seminars, camps, study visits and
numerous meetings – all with EYF support – they helped to structure organ-
ised youth activity in those countries, adapting to new circumstances and
practices in the process. Moreover, thanks to this involvement in central and
eastern Europe, they later found themselves better able to cope with the
new problems confronting young people, and move towards new forms of
participation. 

In the same way, the CENYC (the Council of European National Youth
Committees) played a vital role in the setting-up of national youth commit-
tees in central and eastern Europe, again with EYF support. One notable
example was the training seminar on tolerance, held in Piran (Slovenia) in
1992 and financed by the EYF, which brought representatives of youth
organisations in the former Yugoslavia together in an effort to foster mutual
understanding and tolerance. 

With the setting-up of the European Youth Centre in Budapest in 1995, the
Council of Europe’s youth sector again demonstrated its capacity for inno-
vation and its ability to respond to the major challenges facing Europe.

The EYC Budapest, which became a permanent Council of Europe struc-
ture in 1998, has not only played a pioneering role in promoting youth
organisations, but has also helped to break new ground in youth policy. In
addition to the EYC Strasbourg, it made a clear contribution to the growth
of democracy in central and eastern Europe, in particular as regards the
development of associative life in the youth field. Between January 1996
and September 1998, some 2 500 young people took part in sixty-seven
activities, organised at the centre by the Directorate of Youth and Sport
for the purpose of encouraging creativity in the youth field. The number
of young people from central and eastern Europe taking part in activities
at the EYCs practically doubled between 1995 and 1997. The Budapest
centre is a focal point for co-operation and partnership with the EU (see
section 6 of this report), and its impact at local and regional level is clearly
growing steadily. By opening its doors to new partners, and accommo-
dating the activities of other Council of Europe departments, it is helping
to build an integrated youth policy. More generally, it has also helped to
give the Council of Europe a clear institutional presence.

Drawing on its experience of co-operation with the new member states,
the youth sector was one of the first Council of Europe sectors to come
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up with a specific plan of action for South-eastern Europe in May 1999 –
rapidly followed by the introduction of a special budget line for projects
in refugee camps, which has produced a number of valuable practical ini-
tiatives.
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2. Intergovernmental co-operation, with 
the capacity to develop specific instruments

For many years, the youth sector’s intergovernmental aspect was confined
to government representation on the co-management bodies.
Intergovernmental co-operation actually developed first outside the youth
sector, under the aegis of the Committee for Out-of-school Education, of
which most of the government officials on the youth sector’s co-manage-
ment bodies were also members. It was under their influence that the CAHJE
was established in 1982, principally to: promote intergovernmental co-oper-
ation; encourage governments to exchange information and documenta-
tion, and pool experience; explore bilateral youth exchange programmes
and develop them in a European context; and advise the Committee of
Ministers on ways of ensuring that appropriate action was taken on propos-
als of general utility which emerged from the EYC and EYF programmes. In
1988, the Committee of Ministers took up a proposal made at the 1985 min-
isterial conference and turned the CAHJE into a steering committee, respon-
sible for programming and planning intergovernmental co-operation in the
youth field. Starting in the 1990s and as part of a comprehensive, integrated
youth policy, the CDEJ decided to move back into the social field by devel-
oping initiatives to help young people integrate into society.

This intergovernmental co-operation has produced three major results:

a. The development of youth policies in Europe
Promoting participation, citizenship and non-formal education. 

In 1987, the CAHJE asked a committee of experts to prepare a report on the
participation and marginalisation of young people. This report –
“Participation as a means of integrating young people at risk into society” –
was adopted by the Committee of Ministers in 1988. The work continued in
1990 with the preparation of a second report on the development of an inte-
grated approach to youth policy planning at local level, which the CDEJ
adopted in 1994. 

A pan-European study led to the publication of a report on associations in
Europe,1 which gave a real picture of participation patterns. The CDEJ
concentrated on identifying new forms of youth participation and, in 1999,
a first training course for young local councillors and members of youth
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parliaments was run in conjunction with Youth Planet, a European network
of local authorities and youth parliaments. 

With regard to non-formal education and the social integration of young
people, a survey on recognition of skills acquired through non-formal edu-
cation was conducted in 1999. A first round table on new forms of youth
participation (Bienne, Switzerland, May 2000) was followed by a symposium
on non-formal education and the integration of young people (Strasbourg,
October 2000). On this basis, the CDEJ produced guidelines for future action
in this area, with a special emphasis on identifying various forms of youth
participation (for example, those involving use of the new technologies),
pinpointing barriers to participation and ways of overcoming them, devising
criteria for recognising skills acquired through non-formal education, work-
ing on the links between formal and non-formal education and, finally, pro-
moting non-formal education as a weapon in the fight against social exclu-
sion of young people. A study on the links between formal and non-formal
education has been launched, and the findings are expected in 2002.

As part of the follow-up to Recommendation No. R (94) 4 on the promotion
of a voluntary service and the European Convention on the Promotion of a
Transnational, Long-Term Voluntary Service for Young People (2000), the
CDEJ carried out a survey of states party to the European Cultural
Convention, for the purpose of determining the extent to which voluntary
service existed and had been developed in Europe. Recognising that a code
of ethics is needed in this area, it has now begun reflecting on this.

The CDEJ was also behind the “Young Active Citizens” award, which will be
presented for the first time at the sixth Conference of European Ministers
responsible for Youth.

The national youth policy evaluation programme

To provide a clearer picture of the situation in individual countries, a national
youth policy evaluation programme was launched in 1997. This programme
has generated a series of monographs, highlighting differences in national
approaches to youth policy. So far, seven countries (Finland, the
Netherlands, Spain, Sweden, Romania, Estonia and Luxembourg) have been
covered, and an eighth, Lithuania, has reached the final phase of the
process. Each time this process has consisted of three stages. First, the coun-
try’s authorities carry out a national review. Next, a group of experts
appointed by the Council of Europe’s youth sector prepares an international
report, based on meetings and field research in the country. Finally, a public
hearing, attended by representatives of the youth sector’s statutory bodies,
is held on the basis of these reports.
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When states (particularly new member states) request this, the Council’s
work on national youth policies also translates into support for action to
develop national policies. The first stage here is obviously to achieve a
mutual understanding (the summer universities can serve this purpose), and
this is followed by a more practical phase, based on various initiatives, such
as those conducted under the Adacs (Activities for the Development and
Consolidation of Democratic Stability) programme.

Example: the summer university run for new members under CDEJ aus-
pices since 1966. Its basic purpose is, of course, to tell new members what
the Council of Europe and its youth sector are and how they operate. A
further aim, however, is to promote co-operation by using case studies
and progress reports on national policies to form a clearer picture of
national situations, and developing common reference points on that
basis. 

The CDEJ has also begun to promote closer ties to pave the way for a
European network of national youth centres, due to be set up in 2002.

b. Development of specific instruments to promote 
youth mobility

Mobility has been a permanent item on the ministerial conferences’
agenda since the mid-1980s. It is not easily dealt with in a full-scale,
formal convention, and so intergovernmental co-operation has focused
on introducing instruments which promote it in a practical sense, thus
confirming Europe’s shift towards a service-oriented policy:

The Partial Agreement on the Youth Card was accordingly adopted by the
Committee of Ministers in 1991, following lengthy efforts by the CDEJ. It
links the Council of Europe and the European Youth Card Association,
which acts as an umbrella for over fifty independent national and regional
organisations in thirty countries, encompassing around 3.5 million card-
holders. The card entitles them to discounts on culture, transport, travel
and services (insurance, help lines, etc.), and the long-term aim is to make
it available all over Europe. Since the mid-1990s, it has already been
extended to eighteen countries in central, eastern and South-eastern
Europe.

In addition to the card, the agreement covers other activities, such as the
annual “Youth Event”, which gives thirty or so young card-holders a
chance to swap ideas and make suggestions on the scheme’s future.
Similarly, the pan-European “Youth Portal” and the virtual magazine
MagNet provide details of all cards, discounts and benefits available in
Europe. The “Euro<26 exchange” programme allows young people
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involved in running the scheme to spend time working with a “Euro<26”
organisation in another country, sharing their know-how and learning
from others.

c. Co-operation on youth information and counselling: 
an example of interaction between standard-setting 
and practical application

As far back as the first conference of youth ministers (Strasbourg, 1985),
youth information and counselling were seen as one of the main priorities of
intergovernmental co-operation. A committee of experts was set up in 1987
and produced Recommendation No. R(90)7 concerning information and
counselling for young people, the first international legal instrument in this
area. It urges governments to foster and support the creation and/or devel-
opment of information and counselling services which are versatile, based on
varied sources, respectful of young people's right to anonymity, accessible to
all without discrimination, and non-commercial. Against this background, an
agreement was signed in 1997 between the Council of Europe and the
European Youth Information and Counselling Agency (ERYICA) – itself a
Council initiative, which acts as a European umbrella for the youth informa-
tion centres. Youth information training modules were launched, and a
booklet on setting up information services was produced. This activity illus-
trates the kind of practical impact that an international legal instrument –
even a non-binding one – can have.
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3. Expertise in the youth research and policy field

The Lisbon Conference’s insistence on the need for more research on youth
issues in Europe led to the setting-up, within the Directorate of Youth and
Sport, of a research and documentation unit. Its task was to assess, co-ordi-
nate and encourage research in the youth field, and it was given three clear
objectives:

– to encourage co-operation in the field of youth research

– to promote dialogue between researchers, policy-makers and professionals
in the youth field

– to help to publicise the research and information activities of the
Directorate of Youth and Sport.

The unit is supported by a network of national youth research correspon-
dents, which acts as a link between the statutory bodies of the EYCs/EYF
and national research communities. 

In the space of a few years, this initiative made its mark in three important
ways:

a. The Council of Europe’s youth sector: spearheading
European research in the youth field

The network compiled an initial directory of youth research in Europe, and
produced a number of reports, which gradually helped to give European
policies a more scientific slant. The 1999 comparative report on “Vulnerable
youth: perspectives on vulnerability in education, employment and leisure”,
for example, helped to promote a more focused and coherent youth policy.
The 2000 report on “Ethnicity and development of young people in Europe:
integration, exclusion and conflict” showed that people could best acquire
the skills needed for successful social integration while they were young, and
that participating at this stage in their lives was vital to their becoming full
and active members of the community.

Together, these studies have earned the Directorate of Youth and Sport a
reputation for expertise in the youth field: its achievements in the field of
youth work have helped to establish it as a European and international
authority on the subject. The Youth Research Unit is often asked to partici-
pate in research or training projects: since 1999, for example, it has joined
the International Sociological Association’s Research Committee 34 in
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running twice-yearly training seminars for young researchers with an 
interest in youth issues – particularly from a comparative perspective. Since
most research is still done at national level, this initiative is of great value in
creating a transnational research tradition.

Similarly, the Youth Research Unit took part in the EU-funded multilateral
research project on young people’s European identity, and helped to draft
the European Commission’s white paper on youth policy.

The Directorate also puts its acknowledged expertise to work in the profes-
sional training field, for example, in the multilateral training courses for gov-
ernment officials and youth NGO leaders which are held every year in
Strasbourg and Budapest.

b. The youth sector: a benchmark in the field of non-formal
education

Non-formal education is the new generic term for what used to be called
“out-of-school education” – and the main type of learning in the Council of
Europe’s youth sector. Over the years, the staff of the EYCs and the EYF have
developed real expertise in this field, making the youth sector the natural
place to work out a more scientific approach to non-formal education in the
international context, devise European education and training standards for
implementation in European programmes, and develop a training syllabus
for non-formal education. In this area, the Council has become the key
player in a joint scientific enterprise with the European Union. The aim is to
develop a curriculum on European citizenship and training for trainers in the
youth work field, and produce practical proposals for the recognition of non-
formal education standards and types of training in this area.

The trainers’ pool set up by the Directorate of Youth and Sport should also
be mentioned. This currently comprises seventy-five trainers – external con-
sultants approved by the Directorate – and sets out to deliver expertise and
quality in support of the Directorate’s youth education activities.

c. A publishing policy

Geared to preparing and disseminating teaching aids and discussion papers
based on the Council’s work at governmental and non-governmental level,
around ten publications are produced and circulated widely every year:
reports, guides, national monographs on youth policies. A recent example is
“Keys to participation”, a guide for national and international practitioners
and youth workers. This looks at a number of participation projects, consid-
ers the reasons for their success or failure, and contains a grid which young
people can use to assess their own participation in a specific project. Others
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include “Transition of youth citizenship in Europe: culture, subculture and
identity”, “Youth research in Europe: the next generation”, and the eight
monographs on national youth policies.

Most of these publications are available on the “youth” website, which is
attracting ever more visitors and has become an important platform for the
Council of Europe’s youth policies and programmes.

Finally, mention should also be made of the documentation centre on human
rights, which has been set up in the library of the EYC Budapest. 

All of these publications help to raise the profile of the Council of Europe’s
youth sector.
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4. Participation in the Council of Europe’s 
standard-setting activities in the youth field

The youth sector’s impact on the Council of Europe’s standard-setting work
has increased as the years have passed. Appendix I to this document con-
tains a thematic analysis of relevant texts adopted by all the Council institu-
tions. Over a thirty-year period, the figure comes to more than seventy.

– a convention (on voluntary service);

– two agreements (on au-pair placement and travel by young persons on
collective passports);

– a Partial Agreement (Youth Card);

– nine recommendations and twelve resolutions by the Committee of
Ministers;

– two resolutions, thirteen recommendations and seven orders by the
Parliamentary Assembly;

– a recommendation and six resolutions by the Standing Conference, and
later Congress, of Local and Regional Authorities.

Thematic analysis serves to highlight some of the main emphases in these
texts, which predictably take up the major themes covered in the activities
conducted by the European Youth Centres and the European Youth
Foundation:

– Participation – citizenship: ten texts, and particularly the Convention on
the Promotion of a Transnational Long-Term Voluntary Service for
Young People (Strasbourg, 11 May 2000).

– Human rights education: the most important texts here are those of the
Parliamentary Assembly, which has adopted three recommendations on
this question.

– Youth mobility: this has been a major theme since the youth sector
started operating, and the European Agreement on travel by young per-
sons on collective passports was adopted in 1966. The European
Agreement on “au pair” placement was adopted in 1969, on the basis
of recommendations by the Parliamentary Assembly. From the mid-
1980s, the number of texts increased, covering specific aspects of
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mobility: mobility of young workers, local policies to promote mobility,
and then – from the 1990s on – youth mobility throughout Europe.

– Informal education: this theme, which is implicit in all youth sector activ-
ities and a number of texts on participation, citizenship and mobility,
was formalised only recently in an Assembly recommendation.

– Health, justice and delinquency: this theme is covered by some ten
texts: Committee of Ministers resolutions and recommendations, and
Assembly resolutions on specific aspects, for example, information on
drugs, the short-term treatment of young offenders, and the role of the
press in crime prevention.

– Sport: the Council of Europe has produced various texts in this area,
some of them specifically concerned with young people and sport.
These insist, for example, on the role which sport can play in bringing
young people together, and on the need to protect young competitors
in high-level sport.

– Information, youth counselling and research on young people: this
theme appeared fairly early (in 1967, with an Assembly order). It has
achieved more prominence recently, and the aim is now to provide a
legal basis for developing research on youth problems in Europe.
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5. Gradual integration into the general framework 
of the Council of Europe

a. A policy increasingly part of the overall framework

For a long time, the youth sector was regarded as not being fully connected
with the rest of the Council of Europe, and its special features made it seem
somewhat remote and hermetic. To start with, in fact, the Council’s youth
policy was clearly aimed at international organisations, and not at their local,
regional and national counterparts, which were seen as a matter for national
policy. The aim was to support the international non-governmental youth
organisations, which were vital to dialogue between individuals at European
level. As the years passed, however, the Council’s youth sector changed rad-
ically. A first reform institutionalised the intergovernmental dimension by
establishing the CDEJ – although it did not solve the problem of making the
youth sector an integral part of the Council and its programme. The idea of
establishing a Youth Directorate – putting this sector on the same footing as
the others and integrating it fully – was first mooted in the mid-1980s. Early
in 1993, this was duly done, and the European Youth Foundation – previ-
ously a special-status, independent body – became part of the new
Directorate, and so part of the Council of Europe in general. In 1999, the
Youth Directorate and the Sport Division merged within the new Directorate
General of Education, Culture and Heritage, Youth and Sport. Within this
new structure, and as part of a general reform of the Council’s working
methods, which involves (among other things) defining priorities over a
three-year period, the youth sector has committed itself resolutely to an
interdisciplinary approach. 

Looking back, it is important to emphasise the real impact on the youth
sector of other Council sectors – particularly the Council for Cultural Co-
operation and the Committee on Out-of-School Education. The Council for
Cultural Co-operation, which started life as the Committee of Cultural
Experts, consists of senior national civil servants, most of them also respon-
sible for youth questions in their own countries. From the 1970s on, their
work was strongly marked by a new concern: the economic crisis, and the
need to keep co-operation as close as possible to grass-roots realities. The
fact that the same government representatives were moving back and forth
between the well-established field of culture and the more marginal one of
youth questions goes a long way towards explaining why the concerns of
intergovernmental co-operation in the youth sector were realigned on those
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of intergovernmental co-operation in other parts of the Council of Europe.
The founding of the CDEJ, symbolising the intergovernmental dimension,
made it possible to rethink youth questions in terms of the Council as a
whole, and no longer just in terms of the co-management bodies. This
brought European youth policy closer to the work done by the Ministers
responsible for education, health, family affairs, labour, justice, sport, local
government and migration questions. The second Conference of European
Ministers responsible for Youth, like those which followed it, took place in a
far more comprehensive and interdisciplinary context than the first one. 

Progressively – as part of a comprehensive, integrated youth policy, aimed at
tackling all the problems encountered by young people, and co-ordinating
the services responsible for dealing with them – the CDEJ staked out its area
of action, particularly in the social field, and launched a series of projects to
help young people to integrate in the community. 

Starting in 2000, the Directorate of Youth and Sport reacted rapidly to the
suggestions put forward by the Committee of Wise Persons, regearing its
activities and resources to priority programmes running for three years. All
its projects have four main emphases:

– participation;

– non-formal education;

– human rights education;

– South-eastern Europe.

Within this framework, co-operation with other Council departments, other
international organisations and particularly civil society has been strength-
ened. 

b. More systematic co-operation with other Council 
of Europe departments

Refocusing of the Council’s youth policy, starting in the early 1990s, led to
more co-operation between the youth sector and other Council sectors, with
particularly promising results in central, eastern and South-eastern Europe.
Examples include the following:

First example: youth sector participation in the Demosthenes programmes,
aimed at promoting democratic and pluralist youth structures.

Second example: participation by the Youth Directorate in activities for
Roma/Gypsies – one aspect of the Council of Europe’s policy for protection
of minorities. The Directorate has run training programmes to help young
Roma/Gypsies to secure better representation at European level, has worked
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closely with the co-ordinator of activities for Roma/Gypsies of the
Directorate of Social and Economic Affairs (DASE) since 1996, and has
organised several training courses in partnership with the DASE and the
European Commission’s DG XXII.

Third example: within the intergovernmental programme the CDEJ, the
Directorate General of Social Cohesion and the CLRAE have together been
organising long-term training in South-eastern Europe. 

The driving role played by the EYC Budapest in getting these cross-discipli-
nary projects off the ground and forging ties between the youth sector and
other Council of Europe sectors deserves to be emphasised. From the very
beginning, the centre has set out to make its facilities available, not just to
young people, but to other Council directorates as well (the Directorate of
Education, Culture and Sport is a particularly frequent user).

Another example of cross-disciplinary action is the three-year youth pro-
gramme for human rights education, on which the Directorate of Youth and
Sport has been working with the Directorate of Education and the
Directorate General of Human Rights, the aim being to keep the programme
consistent and secure input from as many sources as possible.

Co-operation with the CLRAE (Congress of Local and Regional Authorities
of Europe) might also be mentioned. This is reflected in various initiatives,
such as development and networking of the youth council and youth parlia-
ment schemes supported by Youth Planet, and the “Education for
Democratic citizenship” programme. A pilot project on mediation “A new
social link” was also launched with the European Association of Young
Mediators in 1997.

Finally, the long-standing ties between the youth sector and the
Parliamentary Assembly should be noted. The Assembly is institutionally rep-
resented in the youth sector and has always followed it closely, taking part
in various advisory meetings and symposia organised by the Directorate of
Youth and Sport. In 2001, the “Hearing on the specific situation of young
migrants”, jointly organised by the Assembly (Sub-Committee on Migration)
and the Directorate strengthened the link and gave it a new dimension. 
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6. The development of co-operation with 
the European Union and other international organ-
isations and the inclusion of new partners

a. Co-operation with the European Union – pilot process

At their first conference in 1985, the European Ministers responsible for
youth were already urging the need for ongoing co-operation with the
European Community in the youth field, but results at the end of that
decade were meagre. By the time the 1990s ended, however, practical co-
operation had become a real prospect, since both sides had grasped one
simple fact: they defend the same basic values – human rights, the rule of
law, pluralist democracy and active citizen participation in civil society – but
have different resources for doing so. The Commission had launched a series
of programmes directly focused on young people in the 1980s, and the
Council had extensive experience of training youth leaders. It was thus a
foregone conclusion that they would end by working together. 

At their fifth conference (Bucharest, 1998), the ministers proposed that the
European Commission and the Youth Directorate work together on a draft
convention on European voluntary service, and also on mobility and infor-
mation for young people. The Youth Directorate responded favourably and
proposed a joint programme for the training of youth leaders, with the
emphasis on voluntary service. A first agreement signed in 1998, and a
second running to June 2000, led to a “Partnership programme on European
youth worker training”, covering training, publications and network activi-
ties. This programme is open to EU and Council of Europe countries, and is
equally funded by both sides. 

Pilot training courses on “European citizenship” are one of the Council of
Europe’s activities under the programme, which also covers: 

– two training modules for European citizenship trainers, an ad hoc group
of experts to devise study programmes and formulate quality standards;

– a series of training kits (“T-Kits”) on: preparing and running training
courses, education for European citizenship, voluntary service, language
learning methodology, project management and intercultural learning;

– the Trainers’ Forum;

– Coyote Magazine, published twice-yearly and aimed mainly at youth
leaders and trainers;
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– a website, providing information on the various partnership pro-
grammes and serving as a discussion forum for trainers (www.training-
youth.net).

Special emphasis must again be laid here on the role of the European Youth
Centre Budapest, where the Community institutions run various activities in
connection with their youth exchange programmes. 

b. Towards a more cautious, but definite strengthening 
of co-operation with other international organisations, 
and the forging of ties with other civil society partners 

At all their conferences, the European ministers responsible for youth have
called for co-operation with other international organisations but, for a long
time, such co-operation was essentially limited to Unesco, ILO, WHO and
Unicef attendance at those conferences. 

In recent years, however, real progress has been made, particularly through
the Budapest Centre, which has again played a major driving role. Providing
facilities for self-funded activities, it works with a number of regular partners:
the World Bank, the European Commission, Unicef, Unesco, the
International Committee of the Red Cross, the International Institute for
Democracy, the Grouping for Minority Rights and the Open Society
Institute, as well as various national or international foundations based in
Budapest.1 These activities cover a wide range of themes, from the develop-
ment of South-eastern Europe through social cohesion, human rights, sexual
exploitation and violence against women, to training courses and statutory
meetings. Some 25% of the centre’s resources come from self-funded activ-
ities – which shows that it wishes to develop its service function and has
adopted a realistic approach to finding new partners, establishing itself as an
international forum for dialogue and the dissemination of good practices,
with a real capacity to promote intercultural learning and secure greater civil
society participation.

It seems likely that this co-operation – chiefly concerned with sharing ser-
vices to start with – may lead to joint ventures of a more substantial kind,
helping to raise the profile of the Council of Europe, and particularly the
Directorate of Youth and Sport. Some positive developments in this area may
be noted:
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– in 2001, for example, partnerships focused on consulting children were
established with Save the Children and Unicef, and also with the Open
Society Network Women’s Programme, as part of the three-year human
rights education programme;

– Unicef chose the EYC Strasbourg as the venue when it presented the
results of the first large-scale “Europe/Central Asia” survey on children
and young people to researchers, NGO representatives, government
experts and politicians. 

These examples confirm that the Council of Europe’s Directorate of Youth
and Sport is gradually becoming the reference point in youth work – and
helping to raise the whole Organisation’s profile in the process.
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Conclusions
The work done in the Council of Europe’s youth sector is extensive and
varied, and this brief survey does not claim to give a full picture. But it does
show how that sector has grown, and how successfully it has adjusted to
meet the new requirements of European youth policy and keep pace with
the Council’s enlargement. 

In fact, the work done in this sector always reflects the concerns and part-
ners of the moment. Trade unions, political youth organisations and the
great education movements made the running to start with, and so Council
youth policy tended to focus on economic and social problems, the building
of Europe and discussion of the form which society should take. The
emphases shifted, however, as the youth sector diversified and new partners
came on board (this was also the time when governments were facing up to
the new problems caused for young people by unemployment, and when
greater Europe was emerging). Not that the basic themes changed radically.
Human rights education, participation and mobility remained the staples –
but they were tackled more directly with carefully chosen partners, were
made a more integral part of the Council’s overall programme, and were tied
in more closely with other Council sectors. 

These developments ultimately gave the youth sector the four essential fea-
tures which distinguish it today:

– a priority-centred approach, as recommended in the Wise Persons’ report.
The four priorities chosen: participation, human rights education, non-
formal education and mobility, follow logically on the work done in the last
thirty years, and also point the way to getting concrete, measurable and
assessable results in the future. This is the spirit behind the emphasis on
training, and on developing models and quality criteria for training;

– co-operation with all the Council’s sectors, and also with other European
and international organisations. Ties with other Council sectors grow closer
by the year. Ties with other organisations are exemplified by the co-oper-
ation which has developed with the European Union since the late 1990s.
This clearly reflects the Council’s status as a “provider” of skills and exper-
tise, and constitutes an acknowledgement of the results of its thirty years’
work in the youth sector;

– an ability to raise the entire Council’s profile: more than once, this report
has highlighted the EYC Budapest, which has gradually turned into some-
thing very like a Council “showcase” – making itself available to all Council
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sectors, becoming a reference point and platform for other organisations,
and giving the countries of central and eastern Europe a practical example
of an open-door policy anchored in the new realities of Europe. In the
same way, the youth sector’s emergence as an acknowledged reference
point on policy, research and training in the youth field does much to help
raise the Council’s profile on the European and international scene;

– response capacity: in fact, one of the youth sector’s special features is its
capacity for flexible, rapid, on-the-spot action. This is particularly true of
the EYF, which can turn new ideas into pilot projects quickly. Youth
employment projects are typical of those it has backed in the past. More
recently, it has been active in central and eastern Europe and, in the last
two years, it has supported some forty pilot projects, involving over 8 000
young people, in South-eastern Europe. 

Long on the Council’s periphery (although deeply imbued with its values and
committed to defending them), the youth sector has now – thanks to its own
special features – acquired independent stature, and its expertise is univer-
sally recognised. It has been one of the leaders in adopting the Council’s new
strategy, a priority-based approach, yielding measurable results. By doing
this, forging co-operative ties within the Council and outside, using its high
profile to publicise the Organisation as a whole, and maintaining its capac-
ity to react quickly, it should certainly be able to establish itself as a vital part
of the Council’s overall structure.
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Appendix 1 – Thematic analysis of Council of Europe
youth texts

General or sectoral approaches to youth policy

Parliamentary Assembly – Order 298 (1970) on youth problems in Europe

The Assembly instructs the Secretary General to take all appropriate action
to ensure publication of the report on youth problems, and the European
study, “145 Documents on Youth”, prepared by Mr. Hicter, consultant. 

Parliamentary Assembly – Recommendation 592 (1970) on youth problems
in Europe

The Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers invite the gov-
ernments of the member states to increase co-ordination between the vari-
ous international organisations dealing with youth problems, to provide
youth organisations with all the material assistance they require and acceler-
ate the reform of education systems, with special reference to permanent
education, the new role of schools (emphasising the acquisition of method,
rather than knowledge), teacher training, leisure activities (which must help
to develop creativity) and civics. It also recommends that a European con-
ference be convened to study the “youth aspects” of contemporary social
problems.

Parliamentary Assembly – Recommendation 776 (1976) on the situation of
rural and agricultural youth in Europe

The Assembly believes that the problems of rural youth need to be seen in
the wider context of town and country planning. Moreover, rural youth can
find its place in society only thanks to a sound general and vocational edu-
cation. It recommends that the Committee of Ministers invite the govern-
ments of member states to encourage the regular participation of rural youth
in the activities of the European Youth Centre, urge intergovernmental com-
mittees to ensure that young farmers receive a fair income, pursue their
regional development policies, promote general education and develop
vocational training.
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Participation – citizenship

European Convention on the Promotion of a Transnational Long-term
Voluntary Service for Young People; Strasbourg, 11 May 2000 (ETS No. 175)

Insisting in its preamble on the exemplary character of transnational volun-
tary service, both as a contribution to civic education, intercultural projects
and the acquisition of a European consciousness, and as a type of non-
formal education which inculcates solidarity and a desire to serve society, the
convention defines it and indicates the legal framework in which it can take
place.

Parliamentary Assembly – Resolution 17 (1950) relative to the organisation
of a European Youth Conference, adopted on 28 August 1950 at the con-
clusion of the debate on the second report of the Committee on General
Affairs

The Assembly believes that a really united Europe cannot be created without
the support and energy of its democratic youth. It proposes that a European
Youth Conference, bringing together representatives of all Europe’s democ-
ratic youth movements, be organised. It expresses the hope that the Council
of Europe and other institutions will help to fund it. 

Parliamentary Assembly – Order No. 454 (1990) on youth representation at
national level

The Assembly is closely following the development of youth representation
as a means of encouraging participation by young people in political life. It
welcomes the support provided by national youth committees in western
Europe for emergent youth movements in central and eastern Europe. It
favours the establishment of a network between younger parliamentarians
in all the CSCE countries. 

Committee of Ministers – Resolution (78) 62 on juvenile delinquency and
social change

Changes in contemporary society are affecting the personal and social devel-
opment of young people, and particularly their social integration. The
Committee of Ministers accordingly recommends that governments ensure
that young people participate in all judicial and administrative measures
which concern them, increase the educative and socialising content of sanc-
tions applied to them, and review the law on minors, with a view to social-
ising young people and preventing their marginalisation. 
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Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of Europe (CLRAE) – Resolution
144 (1983) on young people in towns

Aware of the problems which unemployment creates for young people, the
conference asks education authorities to include training in participation,
dialogue and the spirit of participation in school curricula. It invites local and
regional authorities to arrange for consultation of young people on the prob-
lems which face them in their daily lives, allow them to make their voices
heard, and encourage them to see the European idea as a contribution to
finding solutions. It also asks the governments of member states to give local
and regional authorities the powers and resources they need to integrate
young people into the community, and to consider an outline law, allowing
parents to work flexible hours and so spend more time with their children. 

Parliamentary Assembly – Recommendation 1401 (1999) on education in
the responsibilities of the individual

Insisting that education in the responsibilities and duties of the individual is
a general condition of democracy and citizenship, this recommendation
emphasises the importance of making it a part of primary, secondary, higher
and vocational education, and of involving non-governmental organisations
and political parties in helping to provide it.

CLRAE – Resolution 237 (1992) on the charter on the participation of young
people in municipal and regional life

The conference calls on local and regional authorities to implement a policy
on the participation of young people in municipal and regional life, based on
the interlinking of policies on (among other things) training and education,
youth employment, housing and urban environment, culture, information
and the natural environment. It also asks them to introduce or reactivate
arrangements for their participation in local and regional life (co-manage-
ment of projects planned by young people, consultation and partnership on
youth policy). It adopts the charter on the participation of young people in
municipal and regional life, and asks national authorities to help to imple-
ment its principles, and its own Committee on Social Affairs and Health to
circulate the charter and take follow-up action to implement it.

Committee of Ministers – Recommendation R(97)3 on youth participation
and the future of civil society

The Committee of Ministers recommends that the governments of the
member states promote partnership between youth organisations and
authorities at national, regional and local levels, and also co-operation
between young people and local and national youth structures in the
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countries of central and eastern Europe. It urges them to encourage partici-
pation by young people in political and civic life at local and regional level,
and ensure that young people build on the Council of Europe’s work on
education for democracy.

CLRAE – Recommendation 59 (1999) on “Europe 2000 – Youth participa-
tion: the role of young people as citizens”

The CLRAE is concerned at the effects on young people of economic, social
and political trends in Europe – particularly unemployment, precarious living
conditions and loss of faith in politics. It makes the point that promoting
training and education is not enough to reduce the risk of youth violence. It
recommends that the authorities in the member states encourage young
people to participate in political life by, for example, educating them for cit-
izenship and involving them more in decision-making. 

CLRAE – Resolution 78 (1999) on “Europe 2000 – Youth participation: the
role of young people as citizens”

The CLRAE recommends that the local and regional authorities of greater
Europe introduce youth policies based on sectoral policies agreed with young
people and relating to leisure and voluntary activities, employment, housing
and the urban environment, training and education, mobility, social and
health protection, information and advisory services, culture, gender equal-
ity, the environment and the specific features of rural areas. They should also
develop community spirit among young people and, finally, publicise the
European Charter on the Participation of Young People in Municipal and
Regional Life.

Human rights education

Parliamentary Assembly – Recommendation 1222 (1993) on the fight
against racism, xenophobia and intolerance

The Assembly recommends that an active education and youth policy, stress-
ing action to combat intolerant, racist and xenophobic attitudes, be intro-
duced or reinforced as a matter of the utmost urgency; special attention
should be paid to human rights education and language teaching.

Parliamentary Assembly – Recommendation 1283 (1996) on history and the
learning of history in Europe

Considering that history teaching should allow pupils to appreciate cultural
diversity, the Assembly emphasises the need to identify stereotypes and any
other distortions based on national, racial, religious or other prejudices.
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Parliamentary Assembly – Recommendation 1346 (1997) on human rights
education

Emphasising the Council of Europe’s role in human rights education and the
considerable efforts already made in this area, but considering that the
human rights situation throughout Europe is still far from satisfactory, the
Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers call on member
states to review curricula from primary school to university, with a view to
eliminating elements which might help to generate negative stereotypes. It
further recommends that the Committee consider human rights education as
a priority for the Council of Europe’s intergovernmental work.

Mobility

European Agreement on Travel by Young Persons on Collective 
Passports between the Member Countries of the Council of Europe, Paris, 16
December 1961 (ETS No. 037)

States signing this agreement undertake to admit to their territory parties of
young persons from other contracting parties on a collective travel docu-
ment. This document allows young nationals of signatory countries, below
the age of 21, to travel together for a period of not more than three months.
The size of the group may vary from five to fifty, and it must also have a
leader at least 21 years old. 

Parliamentary Assembly – Recommendation 468 (1966) on “au pair”
employment

The Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers draw up
“European rules for ‘au pair’ employment” to harmonise member states’
practices in this area, defining the rights and duties of the parties, and taking
account of national customs. It should also institute a “European list” of
government-approved “au pair” placement agencies, bound by these rules,
and arrange for them to exchange information on their experience.

European Agreement on Au Pair Placement, Strasbourg, 24 November 1969
(ETS No. 068)

With a view to harmonising the conditions applying to au pair placement in
all the member states, it is agreed that persons placed au pair must be
between 17 and 30 years old. The initial period is to be one year. The young
person is to receive board and lodging from the host family, have at least one
day off per week, and be given time to attend language courses. In return,
s/he is to help with day-to-day tasks in the family (not more than five hours
daily). An agreement must be concluded between the parties, specifying the
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manner in which the au pair is to share the host family’s life, taking care to
give the young person a measure of independence and covering arrange-
ments in the event of illness, accident or maternity. 

CLRAE – Resolution 160 (1985) on young people in towns

The CLRAE asks the governments of member states to make a major contri-
bution to combating unemployment among the young by promoting a reor-
ganisation of working hours and working conditions. It supports the pro-
posal for a network of “new European journeymen”, which would allow
young people who had completed their vocational training to improve their
skills by exercising them in other European countries for a one-year period –
and instructs the Sub-Committee on Youth to start implementing it.

Committee of Ministers – Recommendation R(86)4 on the use of a standard
European form for the provision of medical care to persons during tempo-
rary residence abroad

A standard form is needed to ensure that persons temporarily resident
abroad are properly protected, and to simplify and rationalise procedures for
the provision of medical care. The Committee of Ministers recommends use
of the form appended to the recommendation. 

Committee of Ministers – Resolution (91)20 instituting a Partial Agreement
on the Youth Card for the purpose of promoting and facilitating youth
mobility in Europe

The Partial Agreement sets out to develop the Youth Card scheme at
European level in the best interests of under–26s, the aim being to make
them more mobile and give them easier access to the goods and services
necessary for their personal and cultural fulfilment. It has its own programme
and budget, and its statutory bodies are the Committee of Ministers (repre-
sentatives of states in the Partial Agreement) and the Board of Co-ordina-
tion, whose membership is specified in the Agreement. An agreement
between the European Conference of Youth Cards and the Council of
Europe is appended to the text. 

Parliamentary Assembly – Order No. 480 (1992) on the situation of young
people in the new Europe

The Assembly refers to Recommendation 1191 (1992) (on exchanges
involving young workers after the revolutionary changes of 1989, cf. below)
and calls for biennial debates at its sessions on the situation of young people
in Europe. 
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Parliamentary Assembly – Recommendation 1191 (1992) on exchanges
involving young workers after the revolutionary changes of 1989

The Assembly wishes to foster policies to make young people more mobile,
covering training, temporary professional activity and travel. Among other
things, it recommends that the Committee of Ministers encourage other
bodies to promote youth mobility in their own spheres of action, for exam-
ple, by introducing “youth service cards” to ease some of the formalities
attaching to temporary residence by young workers, promoting exchanges
of young workers, expanding training facilities for young workers in central
and eastern Europe, and making the existing system of youth organisations
in Europe more efficient. 

Committee of Ministers – Recommendation No. R(94)4 on the promotion of
a voluntary service

Considering that voluntary service is an important part of government poli-
cies affecting young people, and that voluntary service abroad contributes to
civic education, intercultural exchange and European awareness, the
Committee of Ministers recommends that member states define it at
national level, seek legal means of establishing it at national and European
level, and develop it on both those levels. 

CLRAE – Resolution 215 (1990) on youth policies in municipalities and
regions

The CLRAE instructs its Sub-Committee on Youth to draw up a charter on
the participation of young people in municipal and regional life. It also
wishes to introduce a “European emblem card”, allowing young workers
who have completed their vocational training to apply for a job in any
European firm for four to six months, request practical support from any
“European municipality”, enjoy the social coverage of their country of
origin, and obtain the “New European Journeyman” diploma on certain con-
ditions. Finally, it requests that a special body be set up to disseminate infor-
mation on the existing networks, operate a “computerised labour exchange
for young workers”, and manage and supervise the “New European
Journeyman” network. 

Committee of Ministers – Recommendation No. R(95)18 on youth mobility

Considering that increased youth mobility makes for personal enrichment
and individual autonomy, promotes peace and understanding between peo-
ples, combats xenophobia and racism, and creates awareness of a European
cultural identity, the Committee of Ministers recommends that the govern-
ments of member states take all appropriate steps to encourage and facilitate
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it. An appendix to the recommendation spells out arrangements for “mobil-
ity projects” (any educational stay in another European country which
promotes international understanding via intercultural learning) for young
people (under 25), and specifies the rights and advantages granted by host
and home countries. 

CLRAE – Resolution 43 (1997) on “Opening up Europe to the young: towns
and regions in action”

Wishing to give young people a new feeling for Europe, the CLRAE advo-
cates both a general policy (covering, among other things, leisure and vol-
untary activity) and a mobility policy, with the emphasis on foreign travel
(the aim being to give young people a sense of solidarity). It stresses the
importance of the role which social workers can play, and highlights the ben-
efits of opening young people to Europe with the help of agreements
between municipalities, and co-ordination between institutions (local cham-
bers of commerce, etc.). 

Non-formal education

Parliamentary Assembly – Recommendation 1437 (2000) on non-formal
education

Recognising that non-formal education, mainly provided by NGOs, is an
integral part of a lifelong learning concept which allows people to acquire
and maintain the skills, abilities and outlook needed to adapt to a constantly
changing environment, the Assembly recommends that the Committee of
Ministers call on governments to recognise non-formal education as a de
facto partner in the lifelong learning process and in youth policy, and to elab-
orate effective systems for evaluating it. It also recommends that non-formal
education be promoted in the Council of Europe’s work programme, and
particularly the youth sector. 

Health – justice and delinquency

Health

Committee of Ministers – Resolution (78) 12 on measures in the field of
information and education to be possibly undertaken by member states
directed to the problems of young people who travel to areas where drugs
are readily available

Considering the seriousness of the problems caused by drug abuse and its
disastrous effects on young people, the Committee of Ministers advocates
special education and information measures for those travelling to areas
where drugs are easily procured. 

4488

The Council of Europe and youth

4976-30 Years experience.E  8/04/10  10:56  Page 48



Committee of Ministers – Recommendation No. R(82)4 on the prevention of
alcohol-related problems, especially among young people

In view of the increase in alcohol consumption by young people of both
sexes, and of the trend towards lowering of the age at which consumption
starts, the Committee of Ministers recommends that member states adopt a
national policy on production, distribution and sale of alcoholic beverages,
and co-ordinate it with other member states. It also urges them to take steps
to prevent alcohol-related problems, make young people aware of their
responsibilities and of the dangers, and promote their social integration.
Finally, research should be developed, particularly on the social and psycho-
logical causes of alcohol consumption. 

Integration, marginalisation, justice and delinquency

Parliamentary Assembly – Resolution 20 (1950) on the social problems of
youth, adopted on 21 November 1950 at the conclusion of the debate on
the report of the Committee on Social Questions

The Assembly considers that action is needed to solve the social problems of
young people and children, and particularly those presented by vocational
training, international exchanges, statelessness, child welfare, juvenile delin-
quency and moral safeguards for children’s papers and the cinema. It
instructs the Secretary General of the Council of Europe to report to the
Committee on Social Questions on the work done by European public and
private organisations on these questions, and particularly on vocational train-
ing and international youth exchanges. Member states must make an effort
to co-ordinate their youth policies. Youth exchanges are to be particularly
encouraged. 

Committee of Ministers – Resolution (66) 25 on short-term treatment of
young offenders of less than 21 years

The Committee of Ministers recommends that short-term treatment be pre-
ferred to long-term institutional treatment for young offenders, and that
special establishments be set up, making it possible to take account of their
mental and physical development and of their individual needs. Care should
also be taken not to place young offenders in prisons for adults. Finally, staff
should be specially trained, and flexibility and experiment be the keynotes. 

Committee of Ministers – Resolution (67) 13 on the press and the protection
of youth

The Committee of Ministers is aware of the influence which the press can
exert on juvenile delinquency. It advocates measures designed not only to
promote the educational role of the press for young people, but also to erad-
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icate the baneful effects which certain kinds of literature can have on them.
It accordingly asks governments to circulate the report on “The press and the
protection of youth” widely, encourage research on the impact of the press
on young people, assess the effectiveness of practical measures taken to pro-
tect them in this sphere, and make publishers of juvenile literature aware of
the part they can play in preventing delinquency. 

Committee of Ministers – Recommendation No. R(87)20 on social reactions
to juvenile delinquency

Given the special features of juvenile delinquency, the Committee of
Ministers is convinced of the need to aim, first and foremost, at the educa-
tion and social integration of young offenders. Imprisonment should, as far
as possible, be avoided. It recommends that the governments of member
states develop preventive policies, based on social integration of young
people, specialised programmes in schools or young people’s organisations,
and trying to reduce opportunities for crime. It encourages them to develop
non-judicial and mediation procedures to save young offenders from being
dealt with like adult criminals, and to adapt the judicial system to match the
special features of juvenile delinquency. It also considers research in this field
fundamental.

Parliamentary Assembly – Order No. 523 (1996) on the situation of young
people in Europe: marginalised youth

The Assembly wishes to relieve the problems which unemployment, frag-
mentation of the traditional family and the decline of certain values, such as
solidarity and religion, are causing for young people. It asks itself whether
youth policies are useful, and how they can best be implemented. It asks its
Committee on Culture and Education to join other relevant committees in
consulting youth representatives further, with a view to formulating specific
proposals for young people. 

Sport

Parliamentary Assembly – Order No. 88 (1956) on measures to encourage
contacts among young people

The Assembly instructs the Secretary General to send Recommendation 96
(on measures to encourage contacts among young people, see below) to the
European non-governmental sports organisations for examination at the
congress which they are holding in Geneva on 15 and 16 May 1956 for
adoption of a European sports charter. 
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Parliamentary Assembly – Recommendation 96 (1956) on measures to be
taken by member states to encourage contacts among young people

The Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers invite member
governments to help the appropriate bodies to organise a yearly junior ath-
letics festival. It also recommends that it suggest to the French Government
that the first festival be held in Strasbourg, where the Council of Europe is
based, and authorise the Council to award prizes at these festivals.

Committee of Ministers – Recommendation No. R(95)16 on young people
and sport

The Committee of Ministers encourages the member governments to intro-
duce policies to promote sport among young people, with a view to devel-
oping physical, mental and social qualities. It emphasises that sports facilities
must be high-quality and easily accessible, that private partners (clubs, asso-
ciations, commercial organisations) must be involved in promoting sport,
that sports programmes must reflect young people’s needs at the various
stages in their growth and development, and that all sports activities must
be supervised by people who are competent, aware of their responsibilities
and able to pass on a message of tolerance and fair play to young people.

Parliamentary Assembly – Recommendation 1292 (1996) on young people
in high-level sport

The Assembly is concerned at the physical, physiological and psychological
risks to which young people practising high-level sport may be exposed, and
also at the dangers to their education. It recommends that the Committee of
Ministers call on governments to set minimum age-limits for training,
depending on the methods used, and for participation in international com-
petitions (between 16 and 18, depending on the sport). They should also
regulate individual sports, ensure that young athletes receive a sufficient
basic education, and pay more attention to the training of coaches, both in
technical matters and in their wider moral responsibilities.

Information – youth counselling – research

Information – youth counselling

Parliamentary Assembly – Order No. 265 (1967) on the study of youth prob-
lems in Europe (Doc. 2277)

The Assembly refers to its Resolution 303 (1965), in which it decided to
explore the possibility of formulating and implementing a European youth
policy. It declares that youth problems call for an interdisciplinary survey
(sociological, psychological, legal, etc.) covering those problems and work
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already done on them. It instructs the Joint Working Party on Youth
Questions to extend its work along these lines, with the help of experts and
specialised sociological institutes, and asks the Secretary General to take the
measures needed for preparation of this survey. 

CLRAE – Resolution 171 (1986) on “Region, environment and participation”

The CLRAE instructs its Committee on Cultural and Social Affairs to pay spe-
cial attention to the problem of environmental education. 

Committee of Ministers – Recommendation No. R(90)7 concerning infor-
mation and counselling for young people in Europe

The Committee of Ministers recommends that governments promote co-
ordination of a policy to make information and counselling generally avail-
able to young people, developing the facilities and services needed for this
purpose, and respecting the following principles: versatile services, varied
sources, comprehensive replies to enquiries, anonymity, reliable information,
non-discriminatory and non-commercial access, and promotion of young
people’s independence. It encourages use of the new technologies for these
purposes, and urges the need to develop research. 

Research

Committee of Ministers – Recommendation No. R(92)7 concerning commu-
nication and co-operation in the field of youth research in Europe

Considering the importance of participation by young people in the building
of Europe, the Committee of Ministers recommends promoting research on
youth questions as a prominent part of social research, supporting research
centres and libraries and appointing national youth research and documen-
tation correspondents as a contribution to establishing a network in this area.

Texts relating to Council of Europe youth sector bodies

Committee of Ministers – Resolution (70) 45 on the subsidiary budget for
the European Youth Centre for the financial year 1971

The Committee of Ministers approves expenditure and receipts, authorised
under the General Budget of the Council of Europe and totalling 576 700
FRF., for the subsidiary budget of the European Youth Centre for the finan-
cial year 1971. 490 700 FRF. of the receipts represent the contribution from
the General Budget. The main items of expenditure are administrative staff,
trainees’ expenses and, to a lesser degree, temporary teaching staff.
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Committee of Ministers – Resolution (71) 18 on adjustments to the sub-
sidiary budget for the European Youth Centre

For the financial year 1971, the Committee of Ministers authorises supple-
mentary expenditure of 16 000 FRF. for administrative staff and official jour-
neys. This is entirely covered by an increase in the contribution from the
General Budget. 

Committee of Ministers – Resolution (71) 39 on the subsidiary budget for
the European Youth Centre for the financial year 1972

The Committee of Ministers approves expenditure and receipts, authorised
under the General Budget of the Council of Europe and totalling 1 123 000
FRF., for the subsidiary budget of the European Youth Centre for the finan-
cial year 1972. Of the receipts, 1 017 000 FRF represent the contribution
from the General Budget. The main items of expenditure are permanent
staff, trainees’ expenses and, to a lesser degree, temporary teaching staff
and interpretation, and supplies and equipment. 

Committee of Ministers – Resolution (75) 30 on the work of the European
Youth Centre

The Committee of Ministers values the work of the European Youth Centre,
but considers extra expenditure on extension of the building inappropriate in
view of the economic difficulties facing member states. Its decision on
extending the centre is accordingly postponed for one year. 

Committee of Ministers – Resolution (76) 42 on the construction and financ-
ing of the extension to the European Youth Centre

The Secretary General is authorised to spend, on extension of the centre, the
sum of 4 400 000 FRF., calculated on building prices in August 1975. Having
regard to the foreseeable effects of inflation during the building period,
outlay of 5 400 000 FRF. will be covered by accepting the grant offered by
the French Government and the loan offered by the Norwegian
Government. The Secretary General is instructed to explore ways of offset-
ting the increase in running expenses resulting from extension of the centre
and repayment of the loan. 

Committee of Ministers – Resolution (81) 4 concerning the subsidiary
budget for the European Youth Centre for 1981

The Committee of Ministers decides that the appropriations voted for the
1981 subsidiary budget will be increased by 65 000 FRF. The subsidiary budget
thus totals 9 133 000 FRF. The increase is divided between temporary staff,
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equipment and supplies, and upkeep of the building. Estimated receipts (reg-
istration fees) are increased by 65 000 FRF. 

Parliamentary Assembly – Order No. 517 (1996) (revised) on the European
Youth Centre in Budapest

The Assembly wishes to support the new European Youth Centre in
Budapest, and has set out proposals for this purpose in Recommendation
1293 (see below). Wishing to participate in the centre’s activities itself, it
adds it to the list of places where its committees are authorised to meet.

Parliamentary Assembly – Recommendation 1293 (1996) on the European
Youth Centre in Budapest

For reasons of economic viability, it is vital that the Centre’s premises be fully
used as soon as possible. The Assembly recommends that the Committee of
Ministers release the full budgetary allocation for 1996, establish appropri-
ate budgetary machinery for the future, establish a secretariat and invite the
European Union to conclude a formal agreement on holding joint activities
in the Centre.

5544

The Council of Europe and youth

4976-30 Years experience.E  8/04/10  10:56  Page 54



5555

A
pp

en
di

x 
2:

 O
ut

lin
e 

co
m

pa
ra

ti
ve

 h
is

to
ry

 o
f 

Eu
ro

pe
an

 y
ou

th
 p

ol
ic

y 
(C

ou
nc

il 
of

 E
ur

op
e/

Eu
ro

pe
an

 U
ni

on
)

(f
ro

m
 t

he
 b

oo
k,

 E
be

rh
ar

d 
– 

H
ar

ri
be

y 
L.

,L
’E

ur
op

e 
et

 le
s 

Je
un

es
, L

’H
ar

m
at

ta
n,

 c
ol

le
ct

io
n 

Lo
gi

qu
es

 P
ol

it
iq

ue
s,

 P
ar

is
, 2

00
2.

1s
t 

pe
ri

od
: 1

97
0s

 
2n

d 
pe

ri
od

: 1
98

5/
19

90
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

 3
rd

 p
er

io
d:

 a
ft

er
 f

al
l o

f 
Be

rl
in

 W
al

l

4976-30 Years experience.E  8/04/10  10:56  Page 55



Sales agents for publications of the Council of Europe
Agents de vente des publications du Conseil de l’Europe

AAUUSSTTRRAALLIIAA//AAUUSSTTRRAALLIIEE
Hunter Publications, 58A, Gipps Street
AUS-3066 COLLINGWOOD, Victoria
Tel.: (61) 3 9417 5361
Fax: (61) 3 9419 7154
E-mail: Sales@hunter-pubs.com.au
http://www.hunter-pubs.com.au

BBEELLGGIIUUMM//BBEELLGGIIQQUUEE
La Librairie européenne SA
50, avenue A. Jonnart
B-1200 BRUXELLES 20
Tel.: (32) 2 734 0281
Fax: (32) 2 735 0860
E-mail: info@libeurop.be
http://www.libeurop.be

Jean de Lannoy
202, avenue du Roi
B-1190 BRUXELLES
Tel.: (32) 2 538 4308
Fax: (32) 2 538 0841
E-mail: jean.de.lannoy@euronet.be
http://www.jean-de-lannoy.be

CCAANNAADDAA
Renouf Publishing Company Limited
5369 Chemin Canotek Road
CDN-OTTAWA, Ontario, K1J 9J3
Tel.: (1) 613 745 2665
Fax: (1) 613 745 7660
E-mail: order.dept@renoufbooks.com
http://www.renoufbooks.com

CCZZEECCHH  RREEPPUUBBLLIICC//
RRÉÉPPUUBBLLIIQQUUEE  TTCCHHÈÈQQUUEE
Suweco Cz Dovoz Tisku Praha
Ceskomoravska 21
CZ-18021 PRAHA 9
Tel.: (420) 2 660 35 364
Fax: (420) 2 683 30 42
E-mail: import@suweco.cz

DDEENNMMAARRKK//DDAANNEEMMAARRKK
GAD Direct
Fiolstaede 31-33
DK-1171 COPENHAGEN K
Tel.: (45) 33 13 72 33
Fax: (45) 33 12 54 94
E-mail: info@gaddirect.dk

FFIINNLLAANNDD//FFIINNLLAANNDDEE
Akateeminen Kirjakauppa
Keskuskatu 1, PO Box 218
FIN-00381 HELSINKI
Tel.: (358) 9 121 41
Fax: (358) 9 121 4450
E-mail: akatilaus@stockmann.fi
http://www.akatilaus.akateeminen.com

FFRRAANNCCEE
La Documentation française 
(Diffusion/Vente France entière)
124, rue H. Barbusse
F-93308 AUBERVILLIERS Cedex
Tel.: (33) 01 40 15 70 00
Fax: (33) 01 40 15 68 00
E-mail: commandes.vel@ladocfrancaise.gouv.fr
http://www.ladocfrancaise.gouv.fr

Librairie Kléber (Vente Strasbourg)
Palais de l’Europe
F-67075 STRASBOURG Cedex
Fax: (33) 03 88 52 91 21
E-mail: librairie.kleber@coe.int

GGEERRMMAANNYY//AALLLLEEMMAAGGNNEE
AAUUSSTTRRIIAA//AAUUTTRRIICCHHEE
UNO Verlag
Am Hofgarten 10
D-53113 BONN
Tel.: (49) 2 28 94 90 20
Fax: (49) 2 28 94 90 222
E-mail: bestellung@uno-verlag.de
http://www.uno-verlag.de

GGRREEEECCEE//GGRRÈÈCCEE
Librairie Kauffmann
28, rue Stadiou
GR-ATHINAI 10564
Tel.: (30) 1 32 22 160
Fax: (30) 1 32 30 320
E-mail: ord@otenet.gr

HHUUNNGGAARRYY//HHOONNGGRRIIEE
Euro Info Service
Hungexpo Europa Kozpont ter 1
H-1101 BUDAPEST
Tel.: (361) 264 8270
Fax: (361) 264 8271
E-mail: euroinfo@euroinfo.hu
http://www.euroinfo.hu

IITTAALLYY//IITTAALLIIEE
Libreria Commissionaria Sansoni
Via Duca di Calabria 1/1, CP 552
I-50125 FIRENZE
Tel.: (39) 556 4831
Fax: (39) 556 41257
E-mail: licosa@licosa.com
http://www.licosa.com

NNEETTHHEERRLLAANNDDSS//PPAAYYSS--BBAASS
De Lindeboom Internationale Publikaties
PO Box 202, MA de Ruyterstraat 20 A
NL-7480 AE HAAKSBERGEN
Tel.: (31) 53 574 0004
Fax: (31) 53 572 9296
E-mail: lindeboo@worldonline.nl
http://home-1-worldonline.nl/~lindeboo/

NNOORRWWAAYY//NNOORRVVÈÈGGEE
Akademika, A/S Universitetsbokhandel
PO Box 84, Blindern
N-0314 OSLO
Tel.: (47) 22 85 30 30
Fax: (47) 23 12 24 20

PPOOLLAANNDD//PPOOLLOOGGNNEE
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T h e  C o u n c i l  o f  E u r o p e
a n d  y o u t h

T h i r t y  y e a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e

The Council of Europe has pioneered European youth policy. The creation of the
European Youth Centres and the European Youth Foundation, as well as the establish-
ment of a true system of partnership between youth organisations and governments,
reflect a twofold political awareness: on the one hand, the need to provide young 
people with a really creative place for participation in society is recognised; and on the
other, there is an awareness that the new stages in the building of Europe require not
only governments but society at large to participate. From the outset, participation has
been central to the Council’s youth policy “working for and with young people”.
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Council of Europe Publishing

The Council of Europe has forty-four member states, covering virtually the entire conti-
nent of Europe. It seeks to develop common democratic and legal principles based on the
European Convention on Human Rights and other reference texts on the protection of
individuals. Ever since it was founded in 1949, in the aftermath of the second world war,
the Council of Europe has symbolised reconciliation.
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